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RADIO DOES U. S. A FAVOR 





‘Artistic’ and ‘Creative’ Managers 
May Form Still Another Legit Ass'n 


Formation of a new Broadway 
producer orgapization, to include 
various playwright, actor and di- 
rector-managers, was suggested last 
week, Idea is that such managers 
have a different viewpoint and dif- 
ferent interests from those of the 
League of New York Theatres and 
would form a more cohesive group. 
Figured the producers who have 
stayed out of the League would 
likely join the new organization. 

Suggestion is based on the theory 
that the ‘creative’ or ‘artistic’ man- 
agers (as differentiated from the 
purely commercial producers) would 





Balcony Comic 


It happened during the mid- 
night rebroadcast of Fred 
Allen’s show last week for 
Bristol-Myers. Portland Hoffa 
had just approached the mike 
with a ‘Hello, Mr. Allen’ and 
received the customary ‘Hello, 
Portland,’ when a drunk in the 
studio’s balcony yelled, ‘Hello, 
Portland. I’m from Portland 
too.’ 

As the ushers made a rush 
for the interrupter Allen quick- 





find their interests better served in 
a group such as that proposed. In 
this connection it is pointed out that | 
the League is composed primarily 
of theatre-owners rather than pro- 
ducers, the latter having come over 
comparatively recently from the old 
Producing Managers’ Assn. 

Among the possible advantages of 
a playwright, actor and director- 
manager organization would be a 
united stand on various questions 
which now find the ‘creative’ man- 
agements acting separately. Also 
suggested the group might work out 
a co-operative setup for keeping ac- 
counts and reducing production and 
executive overhead. Figured the 
outfit might likewlse act in unison 
to obtain better terms on various 
kinds of deals and contracts and 
could possibly work out a system 
of storage and an accurate index 


(Continued on page 12) 


SUNDAY NIGHT ‘GUESTS’ 
CUT IN ON PAID ACTS 


Sunday night guest appearances 
of name talent at New York niteries 
is causing agents and bookers to 
flay the practice as unfair competi- 
tion. There’s talk of taking up the 
situation with the various talent 
unions, beefers claiming that cuffo 
appearances are displacing paid per- 
formers, directly and indirectly hurt- 
ing business, and ultimately threat- 
ening to put talent employment in a 
spot. 

Boys regard idea in same light as 
the cuffo benefit, something which 
ultimately comes from the actor’s 
pocket anyway. They state that per- 
formers are robbing themselves by 
making such appearances in guise of 
doing their pals a favor. In reality, 
as complained, it’s high pressure from 
agents and bookers who handle 
nmamers and who arrange the guest- 
ings. 

Cry is that if any one of them 
wanted to get such names for a one- 
show appearance they would have to 
pay a fancy price. This is especially 
true of the club date bookers who 
handle one-nite shows. Here, they 
point out, is the very same performer 
working for a free meal. 

Indirectly, the stunt also cuts in 
by unfairly attracting business away 








for the working acts to offset undue 
draw of offenders. 


ly wisecracked into the mike, 
‘That’s the first time that a 
heckler was heard from coast- 
to-coast.’ 


EPICURE TRADE 
WOOED BY NEW 
PALLADIUM 


Kurt Robitschek will make a bid 
for the epicure trade with a 9:30 
p.m. curtain for late diners at his 
three-a-day straight vauder, the 
New York Pallcdium, which opens 
Nov. 21. Opening bill is set, scale 
fixed and writers and directors as- 
signed. Only obstacle still in the 
way is unionization of the house, 
either Equity og. American Federa- 
tion of Actors. Backers have been 
holding off until this question is 
settled. 

Two-hour show will bow at 3, 7 and 
9:30 p.m. The first half will be 
strictly vaudeville. Latter portion 
will be a revuesque afterpiece. 
Changeover is to get it out of Equity 


(Continued on page 12) 


DUE-BILLERS OUT ON 
A LIMB VIA ’39 FAIR 


New York’s due-bill brokers are 
already feeling the pinch of the 
forthcoming World’s Fair. Boys have 
been hit pretty hard by gradual nar- 
rowing down of possible deals and 
see little hope for future. 

Hotels, restaurants and niteries are 
not renewing old deals or making 
any new ones. All rates are com- 
mencing the expected upward climb 
and wampum peddlers can’t get into 
any picture. There’s nothing at all 























for them at the Fair itself. 

Hotels are beginning to let leases 
expire, wanting only short stay 
guests at higher rates. Non-expired 
‘due bills are being recalled and 


| bought up by inns themselves. It’s 
from spots other agents handle. Re- reported that American Railway Ex- | opposite Phil Terry in a scene from 
Sult is that shows or salaries are cut | press is now buying up rooms and | ‘Mad Living.’ 

ae high-priced guarantees, an- 


other adverse factor. 





PREPAREDNESS 
V5, PANIG ISSUE 


Strategists Taking Cogni- 
zance of That Sunday 
Night Broadcast—Dram- 
atizes Vividly ~the Lack 
of Common Sense Should 
a Real Air Attack Ever 
Occur—Anti-Radio Press 
Overplayed It, for Its 
Own Reasons 








ELLIOTT’S ANGLES 





Near-hysteria broke out all over 
the United States Sunday (30) night 
as result of a fanciful invasion-from- 
Mars story by H. G. Wells which 
was broadcast over the Columbia 
Broadcasting System in the form of 
news flashes. One immediate effect 
of the strange behavior of the popu- 
lace was to focus attention on va- 
rious social and military implica- 
tions. 

Persons close to the national de- 
fense branch of the Federal govern- 
ment expressed the view that be- 
sides revealing a jumpy state of 
nerves, brought on by the war clouds 
over Europe and Asia, the episode 
drove home how little prepared the 
nation is to cope with an abrupt 
emergency. 

Thus, it is being pointed out, Co- 

(Continued on page 28) 


Convict Enters Play 
In Contest, but Love 
Scene Gets Scissors 


Cries for author will go unan- 
swered if bad boy No. 59727, of San 
Quentin Prison, wins the play con- 
test being run by Allied Authors of 
New York. Convict A. Manford 
Knothe has submitted a four-titled 
manuscript for consideration in the 
contest, which carries a $250 prize 
for winner. 

Play is variously titled ‘Human In- 
terest,’ ‘Beyond Hollywood Is Broad- 
way,’ ‘Golden Saturday’ and ‘Horse- 
play a la Hollywood.’ It’s in three 
acts and six scenes. 

Manuscript contains an explana- 
tion for a missing part in the first | 
act, Inmate states that due to rigid | 
censorship by the officials of San | 
Quentin, part of the script was de- 











leted. It was 2 love scene and may 
have been considered rough, he 
states. 





DORIS DUKE’S SCREEN TEST 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 


Doris Duke Cromwell, the heiress, 
took a screen test at Metro, emoting 





She is being considered for Edgar | 
Selwyn’s next production. 





Move This Wk. to Heal B'way-H'wood 


Breach: Dramatists Want Film BR. 





25c 





With this issue of Vartery, its 
sale price becomes 25c. 
& The increase is not by choice. 
Publishing costs make it neces- 
sary. 











U RUSHING OUT 
‘BUCK ROGERS’ 





FILM 


Hollywood, Nov. 1, 

To capitalize on the air hysteria 
and attendant front page breaks all 
over the country, Universal is 
readying quick release of the ‘Buck 
Rogers’ serial based on an incident 
similar to Orson Welles’ CBS broad- 
cast. 

A strong advance campaign for 
the picture is assured as wire serv- 
ices and picture mags besieged the 
studio for stills of the mythical 


(Continued on page 20) 


2D-HAND H’WOOD SHOES, 
STARS’ CURLS SELL BIG 


London, Nov. 1. 

Second-hand shoes claimed to 
have been worn by Hollywood film 
stars and probably used only once 
or twice during the making of one 
picture, according to retail shoe 
merchants here, are being sold in 
the poorer districts at prices rang- 
ing from $1.25 to $3. 














The British shoe trade is alarmed | 
at this new form cf competition | 


(Continued on page 61) 





Determined effort to heal the 
Broadway-Hollywood breach is be- 
ing made this week. Representa- 
tives of the major film companies 
and the Dramatists Guild are cur- 
rently holding a series of confabs 
to reach a general agreement to 
permit the re-entry of picture coin 
into legit production. Studio spokes- 
men are also invited to attend the 
annual Dramatists Guild meeting 
next Monday ‘(7) at the Lincoln 
hotel, N. Y., to present their view- 
point on the question. Fact that 
such a bid has been extended is re- 
garded as significant, since no such 
action has ever been taken in the 
past. 

Specific matter under discussion is 
said to be the plan first proposed 
by John Wharton, theatrical attor- 
ney, and studied for the last year 
by film officials and Guild reps. Be- 
lieved the scheme has been almost 
entirely worked out and that it will 
now be submitted to the Guild 
membership for approval. Idea of 
the preliminary meetings this week 
is to bring about an understanding 
between Guild leaders and the film 


(Continued on page 18) 


EX-ZIEGFELD GIRLS 
ADMIT GROWING UP 


The Ziegfeld Girls Club decided to 
modify the name of the organization, 
and the ‘girls’ has been.dropped. As 
one of the former ‘glorified’ girls 
with a sense of humor explained it, 
few members who appeared in the 
‘Follies’ have retained much sem- 
blance to their appearance of those 
seasons. 

Club, which is functioning along 
beneficial lines, will conduct a cock- 
tail party at the Maisonette Russe, 
St. Regis hotel, N. Y., next Sunday 
from four to six o’clock. 

Beryl Halley, one of the club's 
leaders, was operated on for ap- 
pendrin recently but has recov- 
ered, 

















DON’T FAIL TO SEE 


the 


PARAMOUNT SHORT 


“MOMENTS OF CHARM” 


with 


PHIL SPITALNY 


and his 
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AVERAGE ADMISSION HAS HELD T0 
THIS YEAR; CRY FOR SHOWMANSHIP 


Giveaways, Prizes and Unbridled Competition | Schaefer Back East 





2Ac 





Among Factors for Keeping B.O. Scale Down— 
Question of Neely or Similar Legislation Doped 





Average admission price in the 


U. S. has held to the 24c. average in 
the last 12 months despite a tem- 
porary dip to 22%c. during the sum- 
mer dog days which slump was ac- 
celerated by general business reces- 
sion early in hot weather period. 
Although this average national ad- 
mission is slightly above the mean 
average in the last six er eight years, 
the appreciation from 23c. and 23%8c., 
which prevailed about a year ago, is 
so slight that few in the trade are 
willing even to describe it as an im- 
provement. 

There are three invariabie factors 
held responsible for the stalemate in 
average admission price for U. S. in 
recent years. One is unbridled com- 
petition. Another is lack of show- 
manship, plus the failure of com- 
petitors to agree with any degree of 
consistency on a price lift. A third 
is the routine manner of selling 
shows, with the inclusion of duals, 
special prize contest stunts and ex- 
tra contests or giveways and general 
neglect of selling the picture pro- 
gram to the public. 

Check this week brought rather 
unanimity of opinion in the trade 
that any considerable admittance 
price boost would depend largely on 
the amount of concerted energy dis- 
played by exhibitors in seiling their 
programs. Recent experiences indi- 
cate that exhibitors put forth so lit- 
tle effort in selling their actual 
screen entertainment that any ad- 
mission tilt would not be justified by 
the resulting decline at the box- 
office. 


Theatre managers claim that the 
arrival of giveaways and contests, to 
Occupy nearly every night in the 
week, have wiped eut the bulk of 
showmanship remaining in circuit 
and most individual operations. 


* 





Styled by Goldwyn 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Samuel Goldwyn is out $1,250 
for clothes—not for himself but 
for Jon Hall. Duds were bought 
for the young actor to impress 
London as a Goldwyn fashion 
plate when he went to Engiand 
on loan to star in Alexander 
Korda’s ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ 

Picture has beer postponed 
indefinitely, and Hall is idling 
around Hollywood in a $1,250 
wardrobe. Meanwhlie, his $250- 
a-week salary goes on without 
a picture in sight. 


20-FOX PLANT 
HUMS WITH BS 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

With Class A production slowing 
down for a period, the Sol Wurtzel 
unit is doing the bulk of picture- 
making on the 20th-Fox lot this 
month. Wurtzel’s staff started shoot- 
ing yesterday (Mon.) on ‘Charlie 
Chan in Honolulu’ and on ‘Camera 
| Daredevils’ today (Tues.), Others 
| slated for November starts are “Texas 
| Kid,’ ‘Sports Series,’ ‘Big Town 
Girls,’ ‘Jones Family in Hollywood’ 
and ‘Mr. Moto in Porto Rico.’ 

‘Wife, Husband and Friend’ is the 
only A production set to start this 
month, Nearing completion § are 
‘Thanks for Everything,’ ‘Jesse 
James,’ ‘Kentucky,’ ‘Little Princess,’ 




















The obvious drawback is that it 
keeps potential patrons always 
looking for bargains and often sub- 
ordinates the exhibitor’s actual 
screen show to what he is giving 
away. Prevalence of the same bar- 


gain programs, being used by near- 
est competitors, also hurt the subse- 


quent exhibitor and indies. It 
forces them to lower admissions in 
many cases in order to gain any ad- 
vantage over @arlier-run competi- 
tion. 


Question was brought forward 
this week as to whether or not the 
Neely bill, or some comparable an- 
ti-block measure, producing more 
individual product selling, might 
help to bolster the price structure at 
film theatres. One industry veteran 
estimated that selling of features 
singly or in blocks of only three or 
four doubtlessly would bring higher 
percentage film rentals, possibly en- 
hancing the value of pictures and 
calling attention in the most forcible 
possible way that his screen fare was 
a valuable article. : 

Whether such moves would enable 
exhibitors to boost their scales will 
only be determined by actual testing 
of such anti-block booking statute. 
Seems little doubt but that the stress 
laid on upped rental and the em- 
phasis laid on each feature by the 
new selling method might conceiv- 
ably bring a return to old-fashion 
theatre showmanship which, in turn, 
might improve the general admission 
scale. 

There is enough optimism in cer- 
tain quarters of the trade to make 
some see in such new method of 
selling product a forced realization 
that ‘the show is the thing,’ and even 
wean exhibitors away from give- 
aways, contests and other freak 
means of bolstering the boxoffice. 
Certdinly, if exhibs have to pay 
more for their product, they will be 


more apt to exert strenuous efforts to | 


put it over with the public. 


ARRIVALS 


Lilian Emerson, Sylvia Brema, 





King Vidor, E. W. Hammons, Maria | 


Mueller, Paul Draper, Elizabeth 
Schumann, Mr. and Mrs. M. Burdino, 
Richard de Rechement, Henri Dia- 
mant-Berger, Monty 2@anks, George 
Black, Sam E. Morris, William Gell, 
Mrs. B. R. Lipscomb, C. V. R. 
Thompson, Solomon Sagall, Arthur 
Sagale, Arthur Levey, Karl Mac- 
donald. — 


‘Tailspin’ and “Three Musketeers.’ 


“ANGEL FOR STRIP PIC 
SUES FOR HIS CUT 


Los Angeles, Nov. 1. 

A. P. Scott, one of the bankrollers 
of the Sally Rand picture, ‘Sunset 
Strip Case,’ filed suit against George 
Hirliman, asking the court to estab- 
lish his rights to a percentage of the 
net profits of the film. 

Scott claims he invested $7,500 at 
the request of Hirliman on promise 
that he would receive a cut of the 
picture’s earnings. Also named as 
defendants are Dr, Eugen Frenke, 


Esther Muir Coslow, W. Gawartin, 
|H, M. Webster, F & H Productions 
j}and International Cinema, which 
‘holds the negative. 














L. A. to N. Y. 


L. F. Alpstock, 

Adrienne Ames, 

Phil Berle. 

Ralph Bettison. 

Arthur Q. Bryan. 

Jane Bryan. 

Eddie Cantor. 

Gary Cooper. 

Lili Damita. 

Joe Donohue. 

Scott R. Dunlap. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 

Izzy. Ellinson. 

Max Factor, Jr. 

Edgar Fairchild. 

Sidney Fields. 

Sidney Franklin. 

Bert Gordon. 

T. Keith .Glennan. 
Gordon Kahn, 

Vie Knight. 

Nola Luxford. 

S. Barrett McCormick. 
Jimmy McHugh. 

Karen Morley. 

Neil Newman. 

Jack Partington. 

Joe Quillen. 

John Ralph. 

Anthony Rivers. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Jack Re*'‘-. 
| Joe Seidelman. 
| Sandra. Shaw. . 
| TT. K. Stevenson. 
Mabel Todd. — 
Jerry Wald. 





ern production problems. 


| leaves Warners when his producer 





After MPTOA Conv; | 
Spitz on Coast Visit 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 1. 

George J. Schaefer, new president 
of RKO Radio Pictures Corp., K-A-O 
Corp., RKO Service Corp. and the 
B. F. Keith Corp., flies back to New 
York tonight and is due in New York 
Thursday (3). 

Schaefer was to have gone on to 
Coast for his first official visit to 
company’s studios to look over pro- 
duction at first hand and for possible 
appointment of a new head of pro- 
duction. More important matters 
caused his return to New York at 
this time. 








Spitz’s Coast Visit 
Chicago, Nov. 1. 

Leo Spitz, back in Chicago after 
vacating the prexy’s chair at RKO, 
was the center of a flock of parties, 
luncheons and general welcome- 
home celebrations last week. Friends 
in every walk and branch of life, 
taking in the amusement industry, 
political, legal and general commer- 
cial fields made these welcoming 
salutes to Spitz on his return to his 
Chi home grounds, 

Today (Tuesday) Spitz leaves for 
a short trip to the Coast, with the- 
atre circuit operator Mort Singer 
accompanying. 





RKO’s Peak Prod. Load 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Peak load of nine productions are 
in operation at RKO this week. 

‘The Castles,’ ‘Beauty for the Ask- 
ing’ and ‘Arizona Legion’ went be- 
fore the cameras yesterday (Mon.). 
‘The Flying Irishman,’ Douglas Cor- 
rigan film, gets the gun tomorrow 
(Wed.). Five others in work are: 
‘The Pure in Mind,’ ‘Pacific Liner,’ 
‘Love Affair,’ ‘The Great Man Votes’ 
and ‘Fisherman’s Wharf,’ a Principal 
production for RKO release. 

Corrigan reported for work at 
RKO as co-author and technical ad- 
visor on the story of his life, to be 
filmed as “The Flying Irishman.’ He’s 
working with Dalton Truibo and 
Ernest Pagano. 


‘Nation’ Brought 
In at Under Its 
Budget of $200,000 


Sylvia Sidney washes up at the 
Astoria (L. L) studios this week, 
Dudley Murphy having completed all 
sequences in ‘One Third of a Nation,’ 
Harold Orlob’s filmization of the 
WPA play. Final camera work will 
not be completed until end of this 
week and with cutting and editing 
to follow, delivery of picture to Para- 
mount is not looked for before Dec. 1. 

Murphy brought the film in con- 
siderably under the budget figure set 
of $200,000 which the trade considers 
remarkable in view of the compre- 
hensiveness of cast and production, 
plus difficulties occasioned by east- 








Sidney is working on a coopera- 
tive basis calling for $20,000 for five 
weeks’ work, plus a share of the 
gross. 








Early Cal. Rainy Season 
Stalling Goldwyn’s Duo 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Script trouble and the weather- | 
man are causing Sam Goldwyn to) 
again postpone the start of ‘Wuther- | 

ing Heights’ and ‘Last Frontier.’ 
Meteorologists predict an early 
rainy season for this section and | 


both pictures call fer considerable | 
outdoor shooting. 


Glazer Leaving WB 


Holly wood, Nov. 1. 
Understood that Barney Gl«zer 





ticket is punched out this week. | 
He shifted to the Burbank studio 
a year ago on departing Paramount. | 


Wednesday, November 2, 1938: 
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Columbia Stock to 3 Insiders Will 





Raise Working Capital; Salaries 


Chan’s Son the McCoy 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Sen Yew Cheung, chemical sales- 
man, gets the role of Charlie Chan’s 
son at 20th-Fox, succeeding Keye 
Luke. His first assignment is in 
‘Charlie Chan in Honolulu,’ starting 
this week with Sidney Toler in the 
name role. Cheung is 23, born in 
California and a screen novice. He 
was selected from many tests. 

Phyllis Brooks plays the femme 
lead in ‘Chan in Honolulu’, Picture 
is Toler’s first as successor to the 
late Warner Oland. 


ANOTHER TRIM 
FOR PAR COSTS 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Paramount studio is due for an- 
other economic slash, in addition to 
the one last June. Stanton Griffis, 
executive committee chairman, is 
lengthening his stay another month. 
seen Balaban, prexy, and Russell 

olman, home office production 
head, are also staying an extra fort- 
hight. 

Griffis attributed the need of new 
economies to the recent wage in- 
creases and the shrinkage of Euro- 
pean grosses. 











Ne Par Quorum 

Paramount board meeting sched- 
uled for Thursday (27) was post- 
poned due to inability to get a 
quorum with Adolph Zukor, chair- 
man; Barney Balaban, Stanton L. 
Griffis and Neil F. Agnew, now on 
the Coast. No matters of a pressing 
nature were known as scheduled for 
action at this time. Next meeting 
vill probably be held Nov. 24, when 
most of the members of the direc- 
torate are expected to be in New 
York. 





BAD SPILL HURTS BOB 


BAKER ON LOCATION 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Bob Baker, western star, was seri- 
ously injured on Kernville (Calif.) 
location Monday (31) when the coach 





Washington, Nov. 1. 

Money-raising plan which in- 
.volves eventual dealing in common 
stock was laid before the Securities 
& Exchange Commission last week 
by Columbia Pictures. Immediate 
effect is to permit private sale of 
tickets bringing in over $500,600 to 
bolster working capital. 

Paper will be allotted to three 
company insiders in accordance with 
options granted under their employ- 
ment contracts, with provision for 
ultimate resale. Only 37,500 shares 
out of the authorized 1,000,000 are 
involved. 


The application handed the S.E.C. 
indicates Columbia has arranged to 
allow Samuel J. Briskin, Abraham 
Schneider, and Abraham Montague 
to take advantage of a ground-floor 
opportunity to pick up the ducats 
at a bargain price, Company asked 
consent to sell them 25,625 shares at 
$13.53 in accordance with terms of 
options running until 1940 with pro- 
viso they will be represented by vot- 
ing trust certificates that may be 
peddied at $15 each. In addition, the 
plan contemplates parceling another 
11,875 in stock dividends. 


The document threw new light on 
Columbia’s executive payroll. Harry 
Cohn, president, drew $182,020 last 
year; his brother Jack, as vice-presi- 
dent, got $104,220; and Schneider, the 
treasurer, received $65,220. Seven 
other topnotchers got $276,662. Con- 
tracts expiring next year guarantee 
Harry Cohn a weekly stipend of 
$3,500 and Jack $2,000. Schneider, 
under a five-year pact initialed this 
past summer, gets $1,250 weekly for 
the first three years and $1,500 week- 
ly for the rest of the term. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Lucius Beebe. 
Jimmy Fidler . 
Dave Kapp. 

Al Jolson. 
Dorothy Haas, 
Patsy Kelly. 
Norman Krasna. 
Groucho Marx. 
Mrs. Nat Miller. 
Ken Murray. 
Grover C. Parsons. 
ZaSu Pitts. 
Luise Rainer. 
Frank Seltzer. 
Ann Sothern. 
Rose Stradner. 











ADVERTISEMENT 








he was driving in a runaway sequence 
of the ‘Phantom Stage’ turned over. 

He suffered facial injuries and a_ 
possible fractured skull. Ernie. 
Adams, actor, on coach, also injured | 
but not critically. Picture had a 
half day to go for windup with run- | 
away saved for the finale due to its | 
hazard, 





SAILINGS 


Nov. 11 (London to New York), 
Gino Manzoni ‘Conte di Savoia). 

Nov. 5 (London to New York),' 
Anna Neagle, Herbert Wilcox, Mer- 


| rill White, Phil Reisman (Norman- 


Nov. 4 (London to New York), | 
Molly Picon (Washington). 

Nov. 5 (New York to Caracas), 
Vicente Gomez (Santa Paula). 

Nov. 4 (New York to London), 
Reg Connelly, J. H. Whitney, Steve 
Pallos, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Jack 
Segal, Jack Corn, J A. McConville. 
(Queen Mary). 

Oct. 29 (New York to Naples), 


Arthur W. Kelly (Rex?. 


Oct. 28 


(New York to London). 
Lili 


Damita, E. E. Horton, Hal 


| Horne, Richard. Oppel, Mrs, Erich., 


von Stroheim, Paul Graetz, Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert D. Lasker (Doris. Ken- | 
yon Sills), (Tle de France). 


SIRITZKY CINEMA 
CIRCUIT 


(FRENCH) 


Established and enlarged by 
Leon Siritzky and his twe sens, 
Samy and Joe, the Siritzky Cir- 
cuit controls six of the most im- 
portant houses in Paris and 32 
in the Provinces, 


The greatest number of im- 
portant French productions 2s 
well as American films have 
been premiered in Siritzky 
houses. Among the best French 
pictures which the Siritzky cir- 
cuit has exploited are “Carnet 
de Bal,” “Pepe le Moko,” “Grande 
liiusion,” “Quai de Brumes” and 
“Prison sans Barraux.” Present- 
ly being shown in Siritzky Paris 
houses are “Prisons de Femmes,” 
“Casbah” and “Katia.” 

For important productions to 
come in the immediate future 
this circuit has exclusivity on 
are “Hotel du, Nord” starring 
Annabella, “Gibraltar” with Vivi- 
ane Rotmance and Erich von 
Strohetm and *J’Etais une Ade- 
venturiere” co-starring Edwige 





Feuillere and Jean Murat. 
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Chi Hears of Still Another U. S. 
Suit Vs. B&K, Et AL; Spitz’s Clients 


Chicago, Nov. 1. 


Looming on the horizon is a new 
case against circuits and distributors 
by the Federal Government. This 
case would involve Balaban & Katz 
and the eight major distributors, 
with the charges being based on al- 
leged violations of the consent de- 
cree entered against these parties in 
1932. Department of Justice investi- 
gators have been in and out of town 
for the past two weeks, checking 
up on various film and theatre situa- 
tions, especially in the loop. They 
have spoken to some two dozen of 
the theatre and film men in Chicago, 
and to men who are on the fringe 
of the biz, but involved in the film 
industry through various connec- 
tions. Pictures have been taken of 
several theatres and situations to be 
used as pictorial evidence, if and 
when such a suit goes to court. 


Following scouring of town by the 
Department of Justice representa- 
tives, further opera:ions here have 
been turned over to local operators 
of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. 

Separate and Apart 


This suit, should it come to trial, 
would be distinct and separate from 
ether suits involving circuits. It is 
distinct from (1) present Allied suit 
against Balaban & Katz and the 
various major diftributors; (2) the 
pending Federal suit involving all 
film producers and affiliated the- 
atres, and (3) the pending hear- 
ing on the North Dakota biil for 
divorcement of theatres from film 
producers. 

Leo Spitz, former head of RKO 
and an attorney well versed in thea- 
tre technicalities, is set to represent 
at least three of the major film com- 
panies in the general suit by the 
Government for the divorcement of 
theatres from film producers. It is 
reported that one of the chief fac- 
tors in the withdrawal of Spitz from 
RKO operations was the request 
from film companies that he make 
himself available to act as their spe- 
cial counsel in the slated federal 
suit. 


B&K ASKS FOR TIME 
EXTENSION IN SUIT 


Chicago, Nov. 1. 


In a special hearing before James 
Wilkerson in Federal Court here last 
week the attorneys for the defend- 
ants in the suit of the Allied exhibi- 
tors against Balaban & Katz and the 
major distributors asked for an ex- 
tension of time to answer due to the 
plans of the plaintiffs to obtain de- 
positions from the branch managers 
of the eight major distributors. 

Court ruled that the date for these 
depositions shall be made by Nov. 9, 
and that the motion for an extension 
of the time to answer be continued 
to Nov. 18. However, that if the de- 
positions are taken and additional 
time beyond Nov. 9 is consumed for 
that purpose, then the time to answer 
will be extended by twice that time. 








Butcher Cuts Loose 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

E. W. (Ted) Butcher resigned as 
oh meters manager at the Selznick- 

nternational studio after two years 
on the job. 

Coming to S-I from 20th-Fox, 
a handled the last five produc- 

ions made by Selznick. 





ROSY’S 50G DEM. LOAN 


Washington, Nov. 1. 
Sol A. Rosenblatt, who was ad- 


. Ministrator of the NRA film, radio 


and stage codes, and has numerous 
terests in show business, has taken 
up a new sort of angeling. 

Report to the House of Represen- 
tatives this week reveals he loaned 
the Democratic National Committee 
$50,000 to help carry on the Con- 
Sressional campaign. 








UA Settles Exhib’s Suit 


Rochester, Nov. 1. 

Caroline Perriello, operator of 
theatres in Clyde and Naples, has 
settled her $4,000 suit against United 
Artists Corp., it was announced in 
Supreme Court, Canandaigua, last 
week. She sued for loss of business 
which she claimed resulted from fail- 
ure of the company to deliver certain 
pictures under contract. 

It is understood basis of settlement 
was agreement by UA to meet her 
demands for releases in the future 
and to pay court costs. 


MAXWELL-6N 
LOOK SET IN 
ENGLAND 


London, Nov. 1. 
A distribution deal between John 
Maxwell and Earl W. Hammons has 
practically been closed. Would call 
for Maxwell to release Grand Na- 
tional’s product over here. 











E. W. Hammons gets in from Lon- 
don tomorrow (Thursday) when Ed 
Alperson and Jack Skirball will con- 
fer with him. Skirball then heads 
west with Sam Coslow to start pro- 
duction in full swing. Coslow’s deal 
with GN to do a picture with Tommy 
Dorsey. It’s all set but for Ham- 
mons’ signature. 

Company now has five pictures in 
exchanges on which Alperson re- 
ports satisfactory sales progress. 


GN has signed Nov. 1 a series of 
shorts ‘Colonel Stoopnagle’s Caval- 
cade of Stuff,’ being produced by 
Astor Pictures. Two of the shorts 
have been completed, first going into 
the Rivoli shortly. Releases start 
Nov. 15, one a month. 





GN in Canada 
Montreal, Nov. 1. 

.Understood that Harry J. Allen, 
general manager for Grand National 
in Canada, has called a meeting at 
Toronto for this week to iron out 
difficulties in connection with mar- 
keting product. Allen has been 
huddling with head office execs in 
New York with a view to limiting 
the allotment of GN product for 
Canada. 

Believed that the schedule of 44 
features is considered too cumber- 
come for booking in Canada in its 
entirety since the dominant Famous 
Players-Canadian chain is not back- 
ing GN productions. 

In addition to pooling arrange- 
ments with first runs in every part 
of the Dominion, F.P.-Can. also con- 
trols bookings of most important 
neighborhoods and since no outlet 
for GN product is expected from 
that direction, it is believed that 
quantity of pictures should be smal- 
ler than offered in the United States. 





Exchange Heads Shift 


Cleveland, Nov. 1. 

John Himmelein, former branch 
manager for Paramount here, re- 
signed to become manager of Grand 
National’s Cleveland exchange. Peter 
Rosian, who stepped out of latter 
position, left to take over GN ex- 
change in New York. 

Holbrook Bissell made _ similar 
shift, from managership of Colum- 
bia’s office here to Monogram’s in 
Cleveland. 


Nick Schenck on Coast 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Nicholas M. Schenck trained in 
Monday (31) to pass 10 days at the 
Metro studio on routine biz. 
Mrs. Schenck accompanied him 
west. 








MEANTIME, U5, 


WIT STALLED 


NO SELF-REG BEFORE J 











Self-Regulation’s Ambitious | 
Program Further Slowed 
by Current MPTOA Con- | 
vention—In Another Story | 
on This Page, U. S. Legal-| 
ists Disinclined to Delay 
Further 


MUST COMPROMISE 





| 
| 


Because of the many angles that 
figure in connection with each trade 
practice item up for consideration, | 
the comparing of notes, the check- | 
ing back and the coordinating of dis- | 
cussions, plus legal angles and the 
necessity for 100% approval in the} 
end, it is doubted that a program of | 
reforms can be arrived at until after | 
the first of the year. Meantime, 
every effort through delay in an- 
swers and otherwise to stall for time 
on the U. S. anti-trust suit is ex- 
pected to be made. More than what 
would amount to a normal delay 
may be possible because of the en- 
deavor from within to set up a fair 
code of trade practices. [A dispatch, 
herewith, from Washington, em- 
phasizes the Government’s impa- 
tience with the film industry’s stall- 
ing its defense reply to the U. S. 
suit.] 

Meetings of the distributor com- 
mittee of five are continuing mean- 
time at what is described as a satis- 
factory pace, though slowed up cur- 
rently because of the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America 
convention in Oklahoma City. Pend- 
ing any action of exhibitor mem- 
bers of committees to go on record 
with war news, progress being made 
is declared satisfactory on all sides 
up to this time. Battling would 
come later and is not unlooked for 
as conferences get down to the point 
where agreement has to be reached 
on many points submitted for re- 
form, plus terms, conditions, etc. on 
each, 

While it is stressed that both sides 
(distributors and exhibitors) will 
have to compromise within reason 
on various trade matters if a suit- 
able, workable pact is to be drafted, 
neither is going to go overboard. 
The exhibitors may prove more de- 
manding in the final analysis than 
hoped for since, it is felt in many 
quarters, that faction has the edge. 
The distribs have approached lead- 
ing independent bodies to eventually 
consider their problems and com- 
plaints. 

So far, the distributor committee 
has informed the trade and exhib- 
itors at large only very superficially 
as to progress. It has refrained 
from informing the industry of the 
many trade practice items which it 
has taken under discussion, which 
items it has refused to consider and 

(Continued on page 12) 


Jock Whitney Sailing, 
Nothing on Selznick 
Before End of Year 


Despite David QO. Selznick’s state- 
ment that the future of Selznick- 
International would most likely be 
settled by the time he gets back 
from Bermuda in late November, 
and that Jock Whitney was handling 
other film negotiations in his ab- 
sence, there is little chance that 
any final decision will be made be- 
fore the end of this year. Whitney 
sails for London Nov. 4 on personal 
business and will be gone about a 
month. 

Selznick probably won’t jump one | 
way or the other until after ‘Wind’ 
is fairly under way and S-I sees 
how it shapes up. 

Henry Ginsberg, general manager 
of S-I flew back to the Coast over 
the weekend following a hurry-up 
trip to New York, occasioned by 
illness of his mother. Her condition 














Bound Over to Nov. 10 





Hearing on the motions by 
five major picture corporations 
and two banks named in the 
government’s anti-trust suit, to 
direct the U. S. Attorney Gen- 
eral to furnish them with bills 
of particulars, specifying al- 
leged violation of the Sherman 
Act, was adjourned yesterday 
(Tuesday) until Nov. 10 by 
Federal Judge William Bondy 
at the Government's request. 

Those named defendants and 
which are seeking the bill are 
Paramount and its. subsids; 
20th-Fox and its affiliates, Co- 
lumbia Pictures, Chase National 
Bank and Irving Trust Co, 


U. S. SLEUTHING 
Q.T. PIX LABOR 
PAYOFFS 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Investigation by U. S. Intelligence 
Bureau sleuths into charges of labor 
racketeering, in connection with the 
industry strike last year, switched 
to Los Angeles, with biz reps of 
unions questioned and records requi- 
sitioned, 

Herbert Sorrell of Studio Painters 
local and L. C. Helm, biz rep of the 
Studio Utility Employes, first to be 
questioned about strike settlements 
and jurisdictional! disputes. Agents 
attempting to ascertain whether if 
there were any big payoffs in con- 
nection with the 1937 strike not re- 
ported in income tax returns of cer- 
tain labor heads. 

















Probing Browne, Bioff 
Chicago, Nov. 1. 

With Government investigators 
probing all over this town, the latest 
group to come within the compass 
of the Federal men is reported to 
be George Browne, William Bioff 
and the general setup of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees. 

General workers and employers 
in local amusement biz have been 
queried, with reports that the in- 
vestigation takes in all deals of the 
theatrical union and theatre owners. 


LACK OF SPACE AT 
U STALLS FIVE PIX 


Hollywood, Nov. 1, 

Production of five pictures at Uni- 
versal is being held up by a short- 
age of space. ‘Son of Frankenstein’ 
goes to bat this week as soon as 
‘Little Tough Guys in Society’ is 
completed. Other films waiting to 
start are ‘Swing, Sister, Swing,’ 
‘Lady Luck,’ ‘Newsboy’s Home’ and 
‘Young Victory.’ 

Four films nearing completion are 
‘The Dead Don’t Care,’ ‘Plane 66,’ 
‘The Eagle Scout’ and a Bob Baker 
western. 











Iszard’s Post 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

D. Iszard, with the Samuel Gold- 
wyn organization 12 years, has been 
upped to the post of general produc- 
tion manager. He succeeds Sid Brod. 

Robert Riskin finally knows his 
official title since he joined Gold- 
wyn. It is ‘associate producer.’ 
Previously Riskin had a number of 
unofficial tags, ranging from ‘execu- 
tive assistant’ to ‘executive in charge 








has since improved. 


of production.’ 


"tees Tougher for U.S. to Prepare 
Suit, Hence D.C. Can't Savvy Pleas 
For Delay in Filing Pix Defense 


Washington, Nov. 1. 

Disposition of the Justice Departe- 
ment to get tough with the film in- 
dustry and growing impatience with 
the majors was further evidenced 
this week by informal statements 
criticizing the companies named in 
the anti-trust action for dilatory tac- 
tics. 


Further proof that Assistant At- 
torney General Thurman Arnold is 
stiffening was the assertion by a 
Department spokesmen that the 
Government will not accede to re- 
quests for more time in answering 
the petition for a permanent injunc- 
tion, and the disclosure that Federal 
attorneys will oppose the industry 
motion for a bill of particulars. Fur- 
thermore, it was hinted, the D. J. 
will make strenuous efforts to bring 
the case to trial before the end of 
this. year, rather than spend- more 
time in negotiations which hold no 
promise of reaching an agreement 
that would simplify the litigation or 
accelerate final disposition. 

The motion for a bill of particu- 
lars will be vigorously fought, 
chiefly on the ground the Govern- 
ment’s desires and reasons were 
madz7 plain in the original petition 
and the parties involved in the pro- 
ceeding have been given a clear pic- 
ture during discussions with D. J. 
attorneys. Work going on at pres- 
ent on a brief which will be pre- 
sented later this month in answer 
to the motion. 

Started in July 


Muttering from home offices about 
the impossibility of preparing for 
early tria] has not aroused any sym- 
pathy on the part. of the Federal 
people. While agreeing the case 
has many ramifications, the D. J. 
cannot understand why it is neces- 
Sary to spend a long time writing 
an answer to the petition filed last 
July. Retort from the industry that 
the Government spent many months 
and used a whole army of investiga- 
tors and lawyers in preparing its 
case has been countered with the 


(Continued on page 61) 


VARIETY 


Trade Mark Registered 
FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Inc. 

Sid Silverman, President 
154 West 46th Street, New York City 

SUBSCRIPTION | 
Annual..... $10 Foreign..... $11 
WINGIO COMES. acct escbineerssé 25 Cents 


a 
INDEX 


Advance Production Chart 18 
ace, MET COE, FE OTR KPa 














Vol. 132 


”7”'"- 
aa 


No. 8 




















Chatter 5.3. 5 awdacwshae ee 
COnCOFE ’ S65. 36 ids woo atcd - 8 
BPUUUONE css oath Mia eo sc evea 46-47 
Exploitation ............ oan 
15 Years Ago..... on teeeeb: aan 
Film Booking Chart...... 17 
Film Reviews...........;. 15-22 { 
ct Ee ET TORT 63 
House Reviews. iin 003 we’ 52-53 
Inside—Legit ............. 57 
Inside—Music ........... . £ 
Inside—Pictures ......... oo at 
Inside—Radio ............ 37 
International News...... .12-13 
A | Ser ee ee 4 
Legitimate .......... oe 04-50 
BAEIE 10 4 tdade be keke 0094. ae 
Music .,.... jxebiessnn «+ 45-47 
BOO GGNB. oi i cks ve daet sce ee 
News from the Dailies.... 62 
Mh is os cnwhbet cud 48-50 
SE cosine svisivatnds 62 
NN -exdscdedsonckan es an 
re Terao 
EE: wa ced dcasvesves soe 028-44 
Radio—International .....42-43 
Radio Reviews...... ceccesis: an 
Te ebetees ¥eaanee 











Unit Review..........c.+. 53 
| Vaudeville a sakedeceshnt cal 


———-- 
es 
































POE 



































4 VARIETY 








ones 





Final Product Deals for'38-9 Season 
Being Closed Up; Mono, Rep s Strides 





More Mares for Mayer 





Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Louis B. Mayer increased his 
racing string by purchasing the 
Jean Chatburn stable from Mr. 








Final product deals for circuits, 
majer and independent, as well as 
for individual theatres, are being ra- 
pidly closed up on all fronts, in New 
York and other division or district 
centers, as well as in all the ex- 
change points in this country and 
Canada. Many buyers have waited 
much later than usual to fill out their 
programs for the coming season, 
partly with a view to seeing how 
preduct of eertain companies avail- 
able to them was coming through, 
and partly because of haggling over 
terms. 

Numerous large accounts held car- 
ryever deals with major distributors 
whieh assured them a substantial 
base of preduct for the new season 
frem which to build for a fulfillment 
of the year’s requirements. However, 
in many cases accounts are not filling 
up entirely, leaving space for prod- 
uet that will be picked up later. 

Some of the distributors have been 
slew to negotiate deals, being as re- 
sponsible for delay in instances as 
the exhibitors, because of the ques- 
tion of terms, late delivery of new 
season’s product, the uncertainty as 
to conditions that may be expected 
this fall and winter, etc. 

Noted in sales and trade circles is 
the advances made by the lesser na- 
tionally-organized distributors, Mon- 
Ogram and Republic. Both these com- 
panies have made strong strides dur- 
ing the selling season, getting a re- 
markably fine representation on the 
books among large circuits. Sales of 
both are away ahead of last year 
at this time. 

Among important new deals closed 
by United Artists, which has been 
contracting at a fast pace the past 
two weeks, are Publix Intermoun- 
tain circuit in the Salt Lake area; 
A. H. Blank-Paramount chains in the 
midwest, Tri-States and Central 
States; and the Black Hills Amus. Co. 
in the Colorado territory. 

United Artists has closed a prod- 
uct deal with the M. A. Shea cir- 
cuit to cover all of this chain’s 
situations in New England, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. Harry Gold, eastern 


and Mrs. Frank Orsatti. Film 
exec is reported dickering for 
more horses in Europe. 

Orsattis are giving up racing 
| to devote their time to their 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. || horse-breeding farm. 
Symphonic Films, producing a- 


sess y Beemverd eivlag: a ful | H’ wood Hoss Owners 
Due for Jolt from U. S. 


length opera version of “The Cabinet 
Revenooers; No Breeders 


of Dr. Caligari.’ 

Company is also dickering for re- 
lease of another series of shorts, as 
well as the original composition of 
Frederick Feher, ‘Slavinka,’ slated 
to be made in three reels. Sisteeted ieee. 1. 

Film execs doubling as horse own- 

ers are due to be left at the post in 
the next Income Tax Derby if they 
expect to deduct their stable ex- 
penses from Uncle Sam’s annual bad 


Gertrude Vanderbilt 
news. Horse owners, whose business 


Ag Joe cus) is recognized as an income tax item, 
must have established that they are 


Having been denied the right us leoenaaee genuine horse breeding 
examine Joe Pincus, 20th-Fox Film | outfits—not merely racing stables. 
exec, Gertrude Vanderbilt, former; Few of the new Hollywood horse- 
musical comedy star, is now drop-|men have achieved the status of 
ping her alimony suit altogether. | breeders of American thoroughbred 
She’s making a motion to discon- | stock, for which Uncle Sam makes 


Jitterbug Special 





























sales manager, negotiated the buy 
for UA, while Ed Grainger and A. 
J. Kearney signed for Shea. 

The Schine circuit, operating in 
New York and Pennsylvania, has 
signed for the Monogram product. 
Harry Berkson, Buffalo branch man- 
ager, set the deal. 

RKO deals embrace the Hunt cir- 
cuit in seven Oregon and Washing- 
ton situations, closed by M. E. Cory 
of the Portland exchange, and the 
Leverette Circuit in Oregon and 
northern California, alse set by Cory. 


No Gamour Stuff For 
Lincoln, H’wood Warned 


Protest against the portrayal of 
Abraham Lincoln as a glamour boy 
was registered by Lin Price, prexy 
ef the Illinois Association, which has 
400,000 members in California. With 
Hollywood rushing to take advan- 
tage of the current Lincoln cycle the 
MIllinoisans raised a ery against any 
hastily-made Lincoln film designed 
for entertainment only. 

Price said he had no objection to 
Gary Cooper in ‘Abe Lincoln in IH- 
linois,’ which Samuel Goldwyn is 
planning tc film from the Broadway 
legit success. Twentieth-Fox is con- 
sidering production of ‘Lawyer of the 
West,’ dealing with Lincoln’s younger 
years. Meanwhile, Warners got the 
jump cn the other studios by rolling 
its Technicolor short, ‘Lincoln in the 
White House.’ 








ONE MORE DIONNE PIC 


Dr. Alan Roy Defoe was in New 
York last week for preview of new 
Dionne quints’ starring’ vehicle, 
‘Five of a Kind.’ (20th-Fox). He is 
being feted by King Features. 

Twentieth-Fox is scheduled to 
make one more feature with the 
Dionne youngsters under present 
eontract. - 





Cukor Keeps ‘Oz’ Moving 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
George Cukor took over the di- 
reciorship of Metro’s ‘Wizard of Oz’ 
when Richard Thorpe was stricken 
with flu and ordered to the desert 
for treatment. 
Picture had been in production for 


two weeks. 


'work on ‘the story of ‘Mr. Deeds 


tinue, but Pincus’ attorney, J. T. | 
Abeles, is insisting that she ray the | 
costs. 

Divorced in 1917, Pincus was not | 
obligated then to pay any alimony. | 
Miss Vanderbilt (wha sued as Mrs. 
Joe Pincus) claimed, however, that | 
there was an understanding that, | 
when and if she became needy, she 
could apply for ‘reasonable’ mainte- | 
nance. Hence her plea for $100 a | 
week. She sued for 10 weeks’ back 
alimony, which the film talent execu- 
tive contested. 

Justice Henry S. Schimme)] denied 
her the right to examine Pincus be- | 
fore trial as to his income, etc. 


DEFER KORDA-PAR’S 
‘LAWRENCE’ A YEAR 


‘Lawrence in Arabia,’ in which 
Leslie Howard was to be starred, | 
will probably not be produced for 
another year at least, Paramount this 
week having abandoned its deal with 
Alexander Korda to produce this at 
Denham Studios in London. Neith>r 
Korda nor Par feels like assuming 
the burden of producing such a cost- 
ly film, particularly at a time when 
the theme is fraught with political 
dynamite, and doubt that a script 
could get past the British censors in 
view of the unsettled situation in 
Egypt and Arabia, 

The ‘Lawrence’ deal was to have 
been the first of a series of pictures 
Paramount contemplated making in 
England beginning next year and 
which Korda still hopes to induce 
Paramount to make at the Denham 
plant. 














Wayne in Driver’s Seat 


concessions. Others will be denied 
immunity, on the ground that pic- 
ture-making is their primary busi- 
ness and their racing activity is 
merely a luxury. 








PIX-RADIO CO-OP IN 


B’HAM LYRIC SHOW 


Birmingham, Nov. ‘1. 

Instead of pulling apart, radio and 
the theatres are pulling together 
here this year in the staging of 
WSGN’s Variety Hour. Last year 
the film houses got hopping mad be- 
cause the station chose to put on a 
broadcast from a night club and 
charge admission, threatened to boy- 
cott the Birmingham News and Age- 
Herald, owners of the station. The- 
atres called WSGN unfair. 

But this year the two mules of the 
entertainment world are eating their 
haystacks one at a time. The Vari- 
ety Hour is being put on (each Sun- 
day, 3:30-4 p.m.) from the stage of 
the Lyric, Wilby-Kincey house. The 
theatre gets the show to help bol- 
ster its pictures and the radio sta- 
tion gets a downtown place without 
rent for presentation of its feature 
program and, in addition, is able to 
have a paid sponsor (Utopia Clean- 
ers & Dyers) as in the past. The 
hook-up is for 13 weeks as a starter 
with usual admission prices prevail- 
ing. 

General Manager Henry P. John- 
ston of WSGWN said he started the 
paid admission to help defray the 
assessment levied against this NBC 
outlet by the American Federation 
of Musicians. If he had to pay the 
assessment, why not work the musi- 
cians, he reasoned. Paul Smith’s 
orchestra furnishes music for the 

















Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
John Wayne, on loan from Repub- 
lic, gets the top male role in Walter | 
Wanger’s ‘Stage Coach,’ with an op- | 
tion for two more pictures. 
Currently, Wayne is working in 
‘Red River Range’ and has four more 
western to make for Republic. ‘Stage 
Coach’ is being shot around him 
while he is busy on the home lot. 





Metro Sigs Collins 


Tom Collins, six-foot-two athlete 
with stock training and recent ex- 
perience in radio, was signatured this 
week by Metro, after Coast officials 
saw the test Al Altman made in New 
York recently. He is the third mid- 
west actor to be signatured in the 
last 12 months by Metro, others be- 
ing Kenneth Stevens and Truman 
Bradley, latter formerly an ace radio 
announcer in Chicago where Collins 
was found. 

Collins leaves for the Coast next 
week. Test of June Preisser, made 
last week, goes to Hollywood in a 
few days. 





Start on ‘Deeds’ | 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Frank Capra and Sidney Buch- 
man, back from the east, started 


Goes to Washington’ at Columbia. 
Director and writer spent several 
weeks in the national capital get- 





Free and Buy Cheese, Too 





ting political atmosphere. 


program. ‘oe Ford has been m.c. 


from the beginning. 





Can’t Look at Stars For 





Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Cheese and the Federal Theatre 
Authority caused the cancellation of 
Herald-Express Day, slated yesterday 
(Tues.) at the annual food show at 
Pan-Pacific Auditorium. Ellen Drew, 
Paramount player, was skedded for a 
personal appearance but FTA ruled 
that she could not go on without pay, 
because cheese is being sold at the 
food show, 

Agreement between the Authority 
and Screen Actors Guild prohibits 
a player from making a p.a. for a 
commercial enterprise without com- 
pensation. Her-Ex declined to pay, 
although Miss Drew was willinz to 
appear. With the same rule cover- 
ing the Frisco Fair and other com- 
mercial ventures, studio flacks are 
finding it increasingly difficult to 
use players for publicity purposes. 





He Knew It When 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Walter Cameron, sheriff in the 
world’s first screen drama, ‘The 
Great Train Robbery,’ is back on the 
screen after 16 years. 

Cameron went into the Selznick- 
International picture, ‘Made For Each 
Other.’ 


Says 
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Lefty Soliloquizes on Vaude's = 
Heritage and Radio Politicians 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Noy. 1. 














Dear Joe: 

I ran a couple of features last week that even we didn’t want to look at. 
So I took Aggie, Junior and myself for a little ride im our 1935 coffee 
grinder, and let Vic and Flo take care of the compiaints. We drove to 
a little town about 50 miles away called Birdseye, and what do you 
think we did? Yep, we went to a picture show. There’s a guy by the 
name of McNamara who owns the place. His theatre is about the same 
size as mine; that is, it holds just as many empty seats. I spoke to this 
McNamara guy (who had a breath you could chin yourself on) and told him 
who I was. He musta thought I wanted to buy the place, because he im- 
mediately made alibis why the place wasn’t packed. He said it was a 
matinee town. I told him our place was so packed that there was no 
reom for me and Aggie; that’s why we took a ride over to see him. 


I don’t know why show people lie to each other. When we were 
trouping we used to catch acts lieing about their salaries. When they 
were getting six bits they’d say they were gettin’ a yard and a quarter, 
and me and Aggie were no different. I guess actors like to quote the 
salaries they think they should be getting. Well, it’s the same with mana- 
gers; they always lie about business. To fellow managers they say they're 
packing them in, and to the exchange they cry. Well sir, what surprised 
us was to see a lot of natives from Coolacres in this theatre. It’s funny 
how people will ride 50 miles away frem where they live to see just as 
bad pictures as they can see in their own town. It’s like a kid eating stuff 
at a stranger’s house that he won't eat at home. 

Well, we were lucky in catching a sneak preview of ‘Down On The 
Farm,’ one of the Jones Family series and I think the best one of them 
so far. Don’t miss it. What tickled us most was that a little gal by the 
name of Roberta Smith takes the picture in her tiny hands, runs away 
with it for a touchdown without any interference. I used to hold her on 
my knee not so long ago. She was Bobbie to us. She is Paul Gerard 
Smith’s little heiress. You know Paul gave plenty to vaudeville and now 
he gives the picture people a bundle of talent marked Roberta Smith, Star. 

Offspring of Twe-a-Dayers 

Vaudeville daddies sure haye contributed a lot to the picture business. 
Jack Coogan gave us little Jackie, Joe Yule gave us Mickey Rooney, 
Joe Keno gave us Mitzi Green, Bunny Granville gave us Bonita Gran- 
ville, Ed Blondell ‘The Lost Boy’ gave us the charming Joan, and Richard 
Bennett gave us his three talented daughters. John B. Hymer gave us 
Warren, and Julius Tannen gave us his boy. Then there’s Carter de Haven’s 
son, Carlyle Blackwell, Jr.. Tom Brown, Charles Morton, Norman Phillips, 
Jr., G. P. Huntley, Jr.. and James Gleason gave us Ryssell who, by the 
way, does a swell job in this’ picture. In the picture we also have Jed 
Prouty who used to do straight for Leon Erro}l and John T. Murray, of 
Murray and Oakland is also swell in it. But keep your eye on this little 
Roberta Smith gal, she is a future mortgage-lifter for us exhibitors. Yes 
sir, vaudeville sure gave plenty to the picture producers. Aggie sez the 
kids of-show business today are starting out the same as we used to, 
in cans. 

Well, after the show McNamara took us out for a bite to eat. I noticed 
he was on a liquid diet. We chewed the fat and exchanged a list of pice- 
tures that did business for us. I tore up his list as soon as we got in 
the car, and Aggie thought she saw him tear up mine. Can you imagine 
a guy like that? 

Well, things at the radio station are going along so-so. I had to give 
the local politicians a half hour every day. They don’t pay for it. That's 
what I call political economy. You gotta give it to those muggs or else 
they make trouble for you when they’re elected. Aggie and me used to 
do a gag about politicians when we were in vaudeville. I would ask her, 
‘What's the difference between a church bell and a politician?’, and when 
she said she didn’t know, I would say, ‘One peels from the steeple and 
the other steals from the peeple.’ It always used to get a wow. Aggie 
don’t know much about politics. She didn’t even know Roosevelt was 
elected until she missed Hoover from the newsreels. 

Hope everything is okay with you. Aggie and me don’t have to worry 
because we have comfortable insecurity. Sez 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 

P.S. Gene Buck sez, ‘The man whose pants bag the most at the knees 
isn’t necessarily the man who prays most.’ 


METRO NIXES ‘HARDY’ 
SERIES ON THE RADIO 


Nick Schenck for Loew-Metro 
turned down a $15,000 bid for a 
packaged ‘Judge Hardy's Family’ 
series on the air. 

Agent Charlie Morrison came on 
from the Coast to present his propo- 
sition, on behalf of a sponsor, for 
Mickey Rooney-Lewis Stone and the 
rest of the screen ‘Hardy’ troupe and 
scripters, but the film executive felt 
it would constitute too much opposi- 
tion to theatres buying the: Metro 
series. 

Metro’s present Maxwell House 
show, ‘Good News,’ is a $20,000 tal- 
ent budgeter. 


PARAMOUNT PROTESTS 





Netwerks Appropriated  Iis 


Title for ‘Air Raid’ 








Use of the title ‘Air Raid’ on the 
poetic drama by Archibald Mac- 
Leish, which CBS broadcast last 
Thursday night (27), drew a letter 
of protest from Paramount Pictures 
Corp. Film producer charged that 
the publicity given the title by the 
network was bound to confuse the 
publie when it came to receiving a 
film production which Paramount 
had been working on for some time. 
Letter admitted that it hadn’t gone 
beyond the stage of preparing the 
story but added that $100,000 had 
already been spent in developing 
and advertising the proposed screen- 
play. Paramount’s communication 
was received tne morning of the 
broadcast, but the title stayed on the 
program, 

Paramount also pointed out that 
it had registered the title with the 
Hays office about a year ago and 
that it was taking steps to protect 
whatever property right it had in 
the prepared work. It was the first 
time that a complaint of this sort 
had been received by the network 
from a film company. 





Benchley East for Air 
Hollywood, Nov. 1}. 

Robert Benchley finishes his chores 
at Metro this week with the com- 
pletion of the short, ‘How to Spend 
Your Lunch Hour.’ 

Actor-humorist leaves Saturday 
(5) for New York to get busy on his 
Old Gold radie program. 





‘FRONTIER’ LIMPS 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Start of Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Last 
Frontier’ will be delayed four weeks 
by an accident to Andrea Leeds, 
who broke a bone in her foot playing 
badminton. 

Picture was originally set to roll 
Nov. 10. As result of the setback 
‘Wuthering Heights’ has been moved 
up. 





Turner Flies for Rep 


Holiywood, Nov. 1. 
Roscoe Turner planed in from 
New York for ‘Flight at Midnight’ 
at Republic, 
Picture, dealing w th the adven- 
tures of a flight inspector, is slated 
to roll Nov. 15. 
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Wase-Hour Officials Give Brushoff 
To Studio Reps on the New Law 


Delegation of industry negotiators 
were told they wasted time in jour- 
neying to Washington Friday (28) 
to beg aid in untangling the legal 
snarl. Administrator Andrews, 
flanked by General Counsel Ma- 
gruder and Deputy Paul Sifton, told 
the studio worriers to try and reach 
agreements with unions. about 
classifying workers, and noted that 
questions of this sort: will have to 
be decided in the long run by the 
courts, 

The wage-hour enforcers flatly 
refused to give any curbstone opin- 
ions, although they offered to try 
and mediate disagreements in the 
future between bosses and workers. 
Idea of accepting the studio execs’ 
formula for segregating employees 
was distasteful and the fact that 
film pay is far above other indus- 
tries did not impress the Federal 
officials. Position was ‘the law must 
be observed’ no matter how much 
inconvenience is inflicted. 

Producers made no progress in 
attempts to get consent to exceed 
the 44-hour week limit. Even 
though union pacts permit a longer 
week, the Government authorities 
emphasized their inability to change 
the statute. 

Chain Theatres 


Possibility that chai:: theatres: will 





Time-Clocking 





Wage-Hour law has its draw- 
backs for home office employes 
of film companies. Companies 
are now obligated to keep ac- 
curate record of hours worked 
and are requesting all em- 
ployes subject to the act not 
only to punch time clocks in 
and out but also to register time 
out for lunch, for supper when 
working overtime, or recreation 
layoffs in employe clubrooms. 











N.Y. TO CLOSE 
UP DEALS 


Although he has not determined 
that Monogram will go through on 
production of pictures in England, 
W. Ray Johnston, president, who re- 
turned Monday (31) from the Coast 
will discuss the matter from,all an- 





MONO EXECS IN 


1S BY NO MEANS 
TREATED LIGHTLY 


‘Two Schools of Thought: | 
Wait for the Government | 
to Dictate, or Compromise | 











EFFECT DITTO? 


Theatre divorcement, voluntary or 
| by court decree, remains very much 
the live question in inner councils 
of companies having theatre af- 
filiates. It is a subject that is not 
easily to be tabled for future ref- 
erence. Industry leaders are alert 
to its potentialities and are already 
talking on possible course of action. 

Legal advisors and others feel 
that the most successful procedure 
would be to contest it bitterly at 
every step. More practical and 
politically-minded, however, believe 
that picture interests concerned 
would fare better if some plan for 





by Voluntary Action— | 
Other Legislation Being 
Watched on Every Side | 








But Will They Laugh? 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Painless comedy is the object 
of the Laughing Gas Pictures 
Corp. which has applied for in- 
corporation papers. Company 
plans to make 52 one-reelers 
called Laughing Gas shorts. 

George Franklin is president, 
John Colombo v.p., and Boris 
Charsky, sec-treasurer. 


20TH-FOX TURNS 
ON THE HEAT 
IN BIZ PUSH 


Increased pressure is being put on 
| 20th-Fox sales forces by Herman 
Wobber and his division managers 
for improvement in showing of ad- 
vance rentals for remaining weeks 
in the S. R. Kent sales drive. Drive 




















Copyright Powwow Resolves Into 
Battle of Wits; 3d Confab Noy. 4 


Opinion of those concerned with 
the U. S. copyright situation is loose- 
ly divided into two main groups. In 
general, the authorship faction op- 
poses consideration of the Duffy bill 
and favors discussion of the older 
Vestal bill. The industry faction, on 
the other hand, leans in favor of the 
Duffy bill against the Vestal bill. 
That development was virtually the 
sole definite result of recent meet- 
ings at Columbia Unversity, N. Y. 

Session was the second held to 
consider the copyright problem, first 
having been held early last July, 
also at Columbia. Third confab is 
scheduled for. Nov. 4, when suggest- 
ed changes in the existing copyright 
law will be offered. Effort will be 
made to put the proposals into con- 
crete form. Although definite sug- 
gestions will probably be made by 
the interested groups, little actual 
progress toward a united stand is ex- 
pected. Differences between the two 
conflicting viewpoints are considered 
too fundamental for that. 

Last week’s meeting, which was 
held under the sponsorship of the 
Committee for Study of Copyright, 
a subsid of the American National 
Committee on International Intel- 
lectual Co-operation, under the aus- 
pices of the League of Nations, 
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provisions of the law. 
‘Even’ though we were to assume 
the commerce fact, it is our opinion 


that such employees are exempt by | 


the provisions of Section 13a-2 as 
employees engaged in a retail or 
service establishment the greater 
part of whose selling or servicing 
is in intrastate commerce.’ 











of its cwn pictures, many of which 
were set up this year by Norton V. 
Richey of the Mono export depart- 
“ment. Every country in South 
America is closed up excepting Peru, 
and all of the African territory has 
been set. Nothing is being done 
about Itely. A deal was under way 
there, but couldn’t be closed up due 








legalites but purportedly is not 
shared by executives who see so 
much legal precedent in other lines 
of business that they think a fight 
on theatre divorcement not only 
would prove unsuccessful but highly 
expensive. Attitude is that the ex- 
pense of a legal battle would have 
to be tacked on to the eventual cost 








York Nov. 11 and will convene all 
district sales managers at the studio 
Dec. 15 for sales and production con- 
ferences with Zanuck on 1939-1940 
season product. Most of the major 
pictures for that season are already 
*:ed up on paper by Zanuck, 


























Among those attending last week’s 
meeting included Dr. James T. Shot- 
well, of Columbia University; Dr. 
Edith Ware and Waldo Leland, of 
the Committee for Study of Copy- 
right; Edwin P. Kilroe, 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox’s copyright attorney; Ga- 
briel Hess, Hays office attorney; 
Luise Sillcox and Henry Jaffe, for 
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International, Carlson limits his film 
work to six months a year. 


set for it. He arrived from New 
! York this week. 


the divorcement portion (held most 
| vital of all) in the Government suit 
‘and dropping of other charges. 


| Script, in its final polishing, will 
‘be ready this week. 


| Tally’s Criterion theatre, July 20, 
| after spending large sums to recon- 
‘dition the house. 
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MPTOA Conclave a Vivid Forum—Sundry Expres-| 


sions by Film Spokesmen Manifest Vital Concern 
in Welfare of the Biz — Oklahoma City Con- 


vention a Success in Many Ways 


By ARTHUR UNGAR 

Oklahoma City, Nov. 1. 
Oklahoma City has done itself | 
proud in the handling of the 18th | 
annual MPTOA convention. This is | 
first town that Hollywood has given 
the nod for an exhib meet, with | 
plenty of talent on hand for the film | 
ball at Municipal Auditorium tonight | 
(1). Metro sent Mickey Rooney; | 
Warner delegation has Marie Wil-| 
son, John Payne, Olivia de Haviland, 
Margaret Lindsey and Jane Bryan; 
20th-Fox supplied Brian Donlevy and | 
Marjorie Weaver; Gene Autry, Tex 
Ritter and Jack Hoxie were the 
horse oprey contingent, with Bill 
Boyd, Weaver Bros. and Elvira, ZaSu 
Pitts and Gene Austin also coming in 
for the festivities. 
Every contingent of the screen vis- 
itors were met at either train or 
plane by delegations of shooting 
cowboys headed by L. C. Griffith and | 


T. B. Noble, three or four bands in- | 


cluding a contingent of 60 girls form- 
ing a Scots Kiltie Band, police, Gov- 
ernor’s aides and what not. 

Pic people also found plenty of 
welcome wherever they went. Radio 
stations gave them time, theatres had 
them making personals with many 
of them to remain over to go to 
Claremore, Okla., Friday, for dedica- 
tion of the Will Rogers Memorial. 


Morris Lowenstein, MPTOA in| 
charge, had the town decorated from | 
stem to stern, his entertainment kept | 


everyone on the jump from time of 
arrival to departure, with Chief of 
police giving immunity to the dele- 


gates. Latter could park cars any | 
place, any time and were even im- | 


mune in case they trafficked in boot- 
leg liquors in this otherwise dry 
community, 

Arrivals here were early, starting 
Friday (28) with more than 300 on 


| 000 from $65,000 to $85,000. 


Sher- 
man closed his oration with the dec- 
laration that producers and direc- 
tors should get in closer touch with 
the movie-goers else the public may 
become less “Hollywood-conscious” 
and pass up the theatres for other 
forms of entertainment. 

Nate D. Golden, chief of Motion 
Picture Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, talked on the foreign 
market. He declared that danger 
signals lie ahead for the industry if 
they are not counteracted that may 
lead to a serious curtailment of for- 
eign revenue. With 40% of total 
take coming from foreign market 
and 70% of American product used 
in those countries that some meas 
ures would have to be taken to 
conciliate matters on these fields, or 
the American exhibitor would have 
to carry the load. 

Amortize Pred. Costs 

He stated he had two ways to fig- 
ure if this was the case. First pic- 
ture costs would be reduced so that 
companies could amortize the costs 
from domestic sales to get a rea- 
sonable profit, or the producer could 
continue to make the same kind of 
pictures now being shown with the 
|exhibs being compelled to pay in- 
| creased rentals. He pointed out the 
| generally bad legislative situations 
in the European countries and told 
of how U. S. films have been banned 
'from Japan since September, 1937. 
Said he understood that the Japa- 
nese embargo is to be lifted under 
condition that American companies 
leave their money in the Nipponese 
| domain for three years, without in- 
| terest, before withdrawing it from 
| that country. 

Civic Interest 
| M.A. Lightman, of Memphis, head 


hand for the Sunday reception held | °f Malco Theatres, spoke on ‘Im- 
by President Ed Kuykendall. Mon- | portance of the Exhibitor in the In- 


day they siarted arriving from all 
adjacent territories, and though 


dustry.” Lightman stated that the 
| exhibs should be leading citizens in 


around 450 registered at $10 a head, | their community, a chamber of com- 
close to 1,000 were on hand for the | merce by themselves for the indus- 


Monday sessions and festivities. 
Entire Slate Reelected 


! try. He pointed out pictures bought 
| must be sold and that they should 


Entire roster of MPTOA officers | not let down exploiting the interme- 


were reelected for the ensuing year 
by the board of directors at the in- 
itial board meeting Sunday. Those 
who got the nod were Kuykendall, 
prexy; M. E. Comerford, Scranton; 
M. A, Lightman, Memphis; E. C. 
Beatty, Detroit; Mitchell Wolfson, 


Miami, and A. J. Brylawski, vice- | 


presidents; Morris Lowenstein, Okla- 
homa City, secretary; Walter Vin- 


diate pictures. Lightman stated 
there were too many in the business 
to chime in with its critics and that 
it was biz of the operaters to repel 
any attacks or criticism against the 
industry; that they had an educa- 
tional task to perform with their 
patrons, and should shush any al- 
leged scandal gossip. He stated the 
private lives of people in the indus- 





cent, treasurer; E. G. Levy, New try were their own, that it should 
Haven, general counsel, and Fred be respected and not publicized. 


Wehrenberg, St. Louis, chairman of 
board directors. Seventeen of the 
28 board members attended this ses- 
sion. 

Wage-Hour Ruling Cheers 


_ Lightman eoncluded by stating that 
| Gociete-Silting of great pictures at 

cheap prices is the worst phase of 
| motion picture promotion and, if not 
| stopped, is bound to irrepairably in- 


The 18th convention, Oct. 30-Nov. | jure the business. 


2, drew more interested exhibitors 
to its sessions than any previous 


meet. With registrations well over | berg, chairman of MPTOA board of 


Wehrenberg’s Address 
Subject matter for Fred Wehren- 


the 400 mark. The Civic Reom of directors whe hails from St. Louis, 
the Hotel Biltmore was crowded for | was ‘Public Relations for the Local 


the initial session Monday (31). 

Highlight of the entire meet was 
information sent A. Julian Brylaw- 
ski by Calvert MacGruder, counsel 
general for the Wage and Hour 
lawmakers, that motion picture the- 
atres did not come under the pro- 
visions of the law. When Brylawski 
read his communication there was 
plenty of good cheer among the ex- 
hibs as the attitude of the wage and 
hour division on this point means 
a savings of at least $4,009,000 in 
theatre operations a year. 


| Theatre Operator.’ 
mation of 
many years ago to develop high 
standards in picture-making and the 
benefits its work has accomplished 


He told of for- 





‘Better Films Council’ 


in the industry. He spoke on labor 
legislation and how the law-makers 
will be ready to cut an exhibitor’s 
throat to gain labor votes. He said 
that IATSE is entirely out of line 
with its demands in Missouri, such 
| as hot and cold water in projection 
| booths, separate rewinding rooms, 
ete., and that it is the duty of ex- 
At the same session, Ed. Kuyken- | hibs around country ‘to fight such | $250,000 


RY LEADERS PULL NO PUNCHES 
G TRADE OPINIONS AT CONVENSH 


,cussed pros and cons of industry 
conditions. 


Harold Rodner informed delegates 
the Will Rogers Memorial Fund was 
now completely self-supporting and 
out of debt through operation of its 
endowment fund. He told of Saranac 
Lake and the French hospital han- 
dling and how patients are built up 
until recovered. He insisted em- 
ployers must guarantee patients 
their jobs back to take away any 
mental distress, and asked exhibs in- 
terest selves only in cases of em- 
ployees who may become patients. 


Eddie Golden (Monogram) assert- 
ed self-regulation and Government 
interference are not the solution to 
industry problems; also that the 
elimination of score charges, music 
charges and non-forcing of short 
bookings, with features, will not 
make matters any healthier. That it 
is just like treaiing a cancer with 
vaseline. Only solution he could see 
for whole matter is elimination of 
block booking 
theatres 


Pizer’s Pan 


Lewen Pizor of Philadelphia had 
as his subject the ‘Contractual Rela- 
| tions Between Distributor and Ex- 
| hibitor.” He declared there is an ex- 
tremely pessimistic attitude toward 
present contractual relations; that 
contracts should represent meeting 
of two minds, but due to economic 
position exhib has virtually nothing 
to say in making contract; that ex- 
hibs, therefore, must work under 
terms set up by distribs. Therefore, 
distribs can demand and receive ‘ex- 
orbitant and unfair’ prices by hold- 
ing up preduct and that exhibs must 
give in to be able to operate. He in- 
sisted contracts should provide that 
distribs furnish certain number pic- 
tures at specific terms, instead of the 
means used at present. Present 
method, he contends, allows distribs 
to defer release dates unti! contracts 
with exhibs run out, and that dis- 
tribs have the right to make reallo- 
cations of pictures in different classi- 
fications as to rentals. Pizor opined 
that the trade conferences have 
failed to produce a complete under- 

(Continued on page 25) 





and divorcement of | 


| 





‘UA-FPCan. Truce 


Creates a Squabble 
Among 2 Nabe Chains 


Montreal, Nov, 1. 

Following resumption of booking 
of United Artists product by the 
Famous Players-Canadian chain, the 
two dominant neighborhood chains 
here, in which N. L. Nathanson has 
|partnership interest, are squabbling 
‘ever priority bookings. Confederaz- 
tion theatres, smailer chain, claims 
| that United Amusements, with 15 
houses, should not get first bookings 
of UA film because it (Confed) gave 
up the UA franchise only because of 
| intervention by Nathanson. 

Nathanson obtained interest in 
United Amusements chain some time 
ago, later getting a slice in Confed- 
eration chain also. 

Confederation had United Artists 
|product then but when Nathanson 
|fell out with George J. Schaefer, 
| erstwhile UA sales exec, Confedera- 
a stopped booking UA product 
also. 

With resumption of dealings with 
United Artists it is reported that 
Nathanson pencilled in UA product 
for United Amusements, the larger 
chain of nabes, N. Lawand, head of 
Confederation, last week took his 
plea to Nathanson, in Toronto, point- 
ing out that it would be unfair to 
deprive him of product which he 


.  Drive’s 2-Reeler 





‘The World Is Ours,’ two- 
reel short to ballyhoo the 
‘greatest picture year’ cam- 
paign, was previewed in N. Y. 
last week and released to ex- 
hibs. More than 1,000 prints 
were made available. Series of 
early silent .film shots build 
to biggest laugh in film. 

Subject is a surprise entry in 
that it is first-rate entertain- 
ment and at the same time ex- 
plains briefiy the inner-work- 
ings of the business. One pun- 
gent point made is the manner 
in which the average film thea- 
tre dollar is split so that 65c re- 
mains in the community. Pro- 
duction staff was headed by 
Frank Whitbeck. Part of short 
is narrated by Truman Bradley. 
Cast comprising typical U. S. 
family includes Dorothy Peter- 
son, Anne Shirley, Samuel S. 
Hinds, Charlie Grapewin and 
Johnny Walsh, with about 40 
past and present-day stars ap- 
pearing for flash closeups. 


K-A-0, BF. KEITH CO 
DIP $318,000, $300,003 


Net profit for Keith-Albee-Or- 
pheum Corp. and subsidiaries for the 
first 39 weeks, ending Oct. 1, dipped | had given up only because of Fa- 
approximately $318,000 below com- | mous Players-Canadian intervention, 
parable period last year, while B. F.| It is understood that an arrange- 
Keith and subsids, in same period, | ment is to be made whereby Nathan- 
dipped nearly $300,000. The Keith | son will allow Confederation houses 
net is $368,281 for 39-week period this priority on United Artists pictures, 
year. but where United Amusements 

Unusual feature of Keith-Albee houses are not close to Confederation 

earnings statement issued last week the United theatres will Show UA 
was that, although profit before pro- | films at about the same time. _ 
vision for depreciation and income | Where United houses are consid- 
taxes was $1,335,034, or only $346,000 ered opposition to Confederation 
below the same period in 1937, net |then UA film will be given first to 
profit was $596,049, as against $914,- | COfederation. 
672 in the preceding year. Company eGR Be ain 
showed $994,140 net for 52 weeks 
ending Oct. 1, or $15.46 on 64,304 
shares of convertible preferred. For 
the 39 weeks, the company earned | 
$9.26 on the preferred, against $14.22 | 
same period of 1937. 

B. F. Keith report showed net 
profit of $368,281 in 39-week period 
ending Oct. 1, as compared with 
$663,946 in similar period last year. 
The net profit in 52 weeks ended 

















'N. Y. Indies Impr 

With Distribs’ Sincerity 
After the first week's trade prac- 
| tice committee’s discussions with ex- 
hibitor groups in New York, con- 
siderable progress is reported, but 
| what has actually been accomplished 
is shrouded in mystery. Participants 
| are sworn not to discuss matters. 





Oct. 1 totaled $754,363. | However, the leader and president 








Schaefer Calls ‘Best Entertainment’ 
Drive the Industry's Top Campaign 


'of the LT.O of N. Y., Harry Brandt, 
| states: ‘I am impressed with the sin- 
cerity of the distributors we sat 
down with this past week, who are 
really anxious to clean up the mud- 
dle. How far they will go remains 
to be seen.’ 

Whatever points have been agreed 
|upon, however, are up for some 
wide-open discussion in Oklahoma 





Oklahoma City, Nov. L 

George J. Schaefer, in his address 
before the MPTOA, opened jocularly 
that he’s present under a slight mis- 
representation, having been invited 
as a v.p. of United Artists, but he’s 
now there as president of RKO. 
He got serious pronto, with a review 
of how bad the picture business had 
been, until the organization of the 
| ‘Motion Pictures Are Your Best 
Entertainment’ campaign. 

He said that such elements as the 
depression, heat wave and loose talk 
by several executives, as well as in- 
ternal dissension within the industry, 
had caused 135,000,000 people to 
wonder what was wrong, as well as 
having an influence on production 
brains—‘such as they may be’. 

Schaefer continued that the pix 
executives had built up the finest 
‘campaign that the industry has ever 
had, and there should be some sort 
of a similar stunt pulled again next 
year, and every year. 

Schaefer stated that the primary 
initial advertising was based on the 
|principle that the indusiry was a 
| better story to advertise than the 
giveaway — meaning the 











dall, elected for sixth time to head | unjust demands of unions even | Movie Quiz—so they sold the in- 
the organization, made his annual | though legislative enforcement is at- | dustry in the newspapers, and the 


report in which he blamed the New | tempted. 
Deal, Allied Theatres, and meddiers | cou!d keep from getting this type of 


That only way exhibs Movie Quiz stunt via the screens. 


He observed there was some con- 


or self-appointed reformers for the legislation and demands would be fusion through commentators criti- 
dissension and chaos the film indus- | tu pay employees a living wage com- | ©izing the Quiz, but that; after ex- 
ti, has-on all sides. He pointed out | mensurate with the biz they do, and planation, this was stopped and co- 
that the biz must pull together and not to use the subterfuge that the | operation is being shown by the 


mend its fences before tie Govern- | cashier, usher and ticket-taker will ether chatterers. 


ment comes inte the job at an un- 
precictable cost which might be 
disasterous to the biz in general. 
Harry Sherman, only Hollywood 
producer here for the opening ses- 


Schaefer stated 


| work for anything just as long as here and there some feel that ‘we 


' they see the show free. 

| Closing the Monday session was 
Charlie Casanave of National Screen 
_ Service who spoke of advance oi 


sion, discussed the situation there, display advertising in ane outside of 
how labor costs have gone up and _ theatres. 


the to]l that the industry has had 
to pay as result. Costs are up al- 
most 40%, he stated, and necessi- 


Tuesday’s Session 
Tuesday’s session had as its high- 
light speakers George J. Schaefer, 





tated increasing of allotment for his | Bill Rogers and Eddie Golden, who 
‘HopaLong Cassidy’ series of $20,- | went into industry probiems and dis- 


| have not gotten the results that they 
‘anticipated,’ but that he did not think 
or intend to make the contest a con- 
tinuous banknite. It simply is for 
the purpose of attraction attention to 
theatres by the public and will show 
resulis in the long pull 
Seme Statistics 

He felt that they had recaptured 
the public interest, as well as that of 
the press, which is now more favor- 








City at the MPTOA convention this 
week, and out of these talks will 
come a clarification of whatever con- 
_cessions are to be incorporated into 
a new standard exhibition contract 


SMPE Meet Ends 


Detroit, Nov. 1. 

After a busy three-day sesh, So- 
| ciety of Motion Picture Engineers 
| will close its annual conclave at the 
| Hotel Statler here tomorrow (2). 
| Total of 32 technical papers, cover- 
jing sound recording, studio lighting, 
theatre practice, film processing, et 
al, will be presented during the ses- 
sion. Conclave officially opened yes- 
terday neon (Monday) at luncheon 
with address of welcome by Mayor 
Richard Reading, and talks by 
Jamison Handy, prez of Jam Handy 
commercial pix company; George W. 
Trendie, head of United Detroit 
Theatres (Par), and C. E. Kettering, 
director of General Motors research. 
Late film releases were screened at 
Monday night’s sesh. 

Banquet climaxed today’s session, 
‘the highlight being presentation of 
the SMPE Medal and the Journal 
Award, given for significant techno- 
noon session what had transpired at /ogical contributions and outstanding 
the trade meetings and what could Papers published, respectively. 
be expected in general. Edward G. | on 


Levy spoke on important court de- 
‘Ranger’ Bunched 


cisions cf the year. 
Tonight (Tuesday) is the occasion Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Republic is trimming its sagebrush 


for the film ball, with all of the Hol- 
lywood contingent expected to be on cliffhanger, ‘The Lone Ranger,’ from 
serial to feature length. Robert 


hand to give the locals a chance to 
Bache, associate producer, is doing 


look them over at the Municipa) 
the revising. He will also handle the 


Coliseum, which will be packed to 
its capacity of 15,000 and with many new cliffhanger, ‘Lone Ranger Re- 
turns,’ due to start in two weeks. 


turmed away. 
Rep puts four new ones into pro- 





able to the industry than ever before. 
Schaefer declared that $165.000,000 a 
year is the budget for production 
with a $1,500,000 weekly Hollywood 
payroll to supply film for 18,000 U. S. 
theatres and a total of 85,000 in the 
world. Said the load is back-break- 
ing for Hollywoed to furnish a sched- 
ule of 350 pictures a season and make 
them ali great. Stated that Belasco 
and the Shuberts were contented 
with two hits a season, while picture 
exhibs feel they must have 350 be- 
cause the public expects more from 
picture productions than it ever did 
from the stage. Pointed out that only 
one out of three pictures pays off to 
the producer. 

He told of the shrinkage of foreign 
markets and that currently no coin 
at all comes from Spain, Austria, 
Germany, Russia, China and Japan, 
with other countries having quotas 
and blocked currency. And on top 
of all this grief the industry is fur- 
ther hampered by unnecessary can- 
cellations of pictures, with the indus- 
try trying to tear itself apart as we'l. 

Schaefer explained that he is be- 
hind the conciliation plan and ex- | 
pects much of the trade practice: 
conferences. 


Bill Rogers explained at the after- 

















Tomorrow (Wednesday ) is the final 


day of the sessions, at which com- | duction this week, ‘Red River Range,’ 
mittee reports will be made and open ‘All Their Tomorrows,’ ‘Federal Man 
forum discussions will be held. Con- | Hunt’ and ‘Shine On, Harvest Moon.’ 


vention winds up in the evening with | ‘Wagons Westward,’ big budgeter, 
| may get the gun next week if casting 
| is completed. 


a dinner dance at the Oklahoma City 
Golf and Country Club. 




















Catia st Buadvsdaen 


on 


nis 
il 
n- 
ito 
ct, 


ers 
the 
+ 3s 
er- 
ng, 


3eS=- 
reS=- 
eon 
yor 


andy 

WwW. 
roit 
ing, 
rch. 
| at 


ion, 

of 
“nal 
no- 
ling 


‘ush 
rom 
bert 
ving 

the 
Re- 


pro- 
age,” 
Man 
90N. 
peter, 
ting 





Wednesday, November 2, 1938 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 7 








AGENTS GIVE IN TO GUILD 





Although the Artists Managers 
licensing and supervision by the 


they have no intention of knuckli 


demand, the agents will counter w 
tomary 7-year pacts with clients, 


handle clients on a one-year basis 


can demand a substantial salary a 
such a contract compensation is u 
with provisions for boosts in subs 

On the matter of reduction of 


division in the services which ag 
demand that the 5% commission 
employment. 


asked for business management 





ents Stance 


for some of the largest New York and Hollywood agents indicate 


it impossible to continue to operate profitably. 
To begin with, the actors want to restrict agents’ representation 
contracts to no more than one year, with renewal options. 


Few of the most successful and active agents will agree or care to 


two years’ time to build up an artist to the point where his agent 


are insisting on a maximum of 5% instead of 10%. 
forced to agree to this point, agents will insist that the provisions of 
standard contracts with artists be modified. 


They will demand that a further charge of 5% 


as adjustment of contracts, income tax preparations and negotiations 
with the Government over disputed returns, 
managerial problems take up at least one-third of all the time agents 
now generally devote to clients, and for this there must be adequate 
return or agents will be forced out of business. 


Guild appears to have agreed to 
Screen Actors Guild, spokesmen 


ng under demands that will make 


To this 
yith a proposal to abandon the cus- 
to a minimum limit of four years. 


. They argue that it takes at least 


nd a term contract, and that under 
sually at a minimum the first year 
equent life of the contract. 

commissions to be paid, the actors 
If they ‘are 


They will propose a 
ents will render a client and will 
cover only the obtaining of actual 


commission will be 
of client’s affairs. Such matters 


and other exira 








Catholic Youth Org. 
In Albany-Troy To 
Picket Russe Pix 


Albany, N. Y., Nov. 1. 
Picketing the theatres which show 





GB ENJOINS FRENCH 
VERSION OF ‘MR. HOBO’ 


Gaumont-British stopped the Bel- 
mont, New York, from exhibiting 
the French production, ‘Rothschild,’ 
last week on the ground that GB 





AGREE TO ACCEPT 


Opposed to Many of 19 
Points and Suggest Own 
Changes— Demand for 


by Actors— Drawing Up 
| Code of Ethics 








OTHER LABOR TRENDS 


fen a nee 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Motion picture agents have sur 


rendered to the actors. The Artists | 


| Managers Guild, after taking over 
| the independent agents and threaten- 
ing a fight to retain autonomy, sud- 
denly tossed in the towel and agreed 
to accept licensing plan of the Screen 
Actors Guild. Committees repre- 
| senting two groups are now working 
out a code of ethics under which the 
agents will operate. 

Simultaneous with a mass ineeting 
of actors at which it was suggested 
the original 19-point franchise pro- 
gram: be tightened, M. C. Levee, 
prexy of the AMG, dispatched a 
letter of acceptance to Kenneth 
Thomson, executive secretary of the 
| SAG. The letter follows: 
| “We are in receipt of your favor 





Better Protection Voiced | 








‘Strength in Pathe, Columbia Stock 


By MIKE WEAR 

Higher prices generally prevailed 
in yesterday (Tuesday’s) stock mar-| 
ket session as trading in amusement | 
shares last week saw many issues 
marking time after recent spirited | 
|advance. Columbia Pictures again | 
was strong making a new high at 
| 18%. 

Strength displayed by Pathe Films | 
and Columbia Pictures in last three | 
sessions of market, with series of | 
new highs made by both, formed | 
most discussion on the picture group 
yesterday. Move in Pathe, which | 
secures bulk of revenue from labo- | 
ratory work and interest in DuPont | 
Film, was attributed to better de-| 
veloping business in 16-millimeter 
and standard film field plus greater | 
earnings by DuPont. Company does | 
|not act on dividends until late this | 
month. 

Columbia advance was based on | 
outlook of heavy returns from "You | 
Can’t Take It With You,’ and gen-| 
erally improved earnings. 

While a majority of film and radio | 
issues failed to extend their recent | 
gains, bonds again boomed forward | 
to new highs. Losses in stocks were | 
not alarming, majority holding close 
to recently established peaks. Para- | 
mount old 6% bonds hit the century 
mark while new 312% liens made a 
new high at 874%. Warner Bros. ob- 











pictures portraying ‘a friendly at-| Owns all the rights to material which | 
titude to the Russian type of govern-|it bought when it produced ‘Mr. | 
ment’ or containing suggestive scenes, | Hobo’ with George Arliss. 

is one of the activities to be aggres-| Included in the deal, claims Gau- | 
sively pursued this year by the| mont, is an agreement with the au-| 
Catholic Youth Organization of the|thor that the French version of | 
Albany Area. 


Delegates of high ‘Rothschild’ would not be distributed | 
school units, at a bi-monthly meet- 
ing in the College of St. Rose, ong 
1 


}in the U. S. 
cussed this as part of a twofold pro- 


gram. The first is to fight Commun- | $200,000 Lawsuit Against | 


ism: the second is to ‘clean up’ films 


and combat suggestive articles in | RKO White Plains House 


newspapers and magazines. ; 
The White Plains-Hamilton Corp., 





Films falling within either of the 


ligations climbed to 91, with certifi- 
cates for the new G‘°> bonds going to, 
90, both new peaks. RKO 6s re-| 
mained close to the new high level | 
of 81. Loew’s liens were near 102%, 
top mark for the year. 

Interest was aroused last week in 
Wall Street over what will happen’! 
to stocks of film companies should 
they split their theatres from the’! 
parent picture corporation. Opinion 
| 


of Oct. 24, 1938. 

‘The Artists Managers Guild has 
objected to the principle of licensing 
for reasons which are as vitally im- 
portant to actors as to agents. We 
still adhere to our objections, but if 
the Screen Actors Guild is com- 
mitted to the principle of licensing 
we are willing to accept that prin- 
ciple upon the following conditions: 

‘One: that licenses shall be initially 
issued to all agents now engaged in 








LICENSING PLAN Feature Market, Divorcement Talks 


|is that two new stocks would be is- 


sued, basically on a 50-50 split al- 
though devendent, of course, on in- 
ventory made of theatre holdings 


| and of production-distribution prop- 


erties. 
Thus, if the value of theatre prop- 
erties and earning probabilities were 


| judged to oe 20% greater than that 


in the film company itself, the split 
might conceivably be 60 shares of 
theatre circuit stock and 40 shares 
of film company stock for every 100 
shares held. That is a likely distri- 
bution in such case, with preferred 
issues and any bonds outstanding 
worked out alons the same lines. 
Probably no attempt will be made 
to divide up RKO shares in any such 
manner until the company emerges 
from 77b. But once that is settled 
and new stock distributed according 
to the plan, there is likely to be an- 
other split of shares when the film 
company is sevarated from RKO 
theatres. Present urge of those in 


| command is to work out some such 


svlit so that the theatres will be 
divorced from the producing-distri- 
butin’ comnvany. 

In the instance of this company, 
or any other picture company de- 
ciding to cut loose its theatre setup, 
the usual procedure on any stock 
plan (that of shareholders being 
asked to pass on the plan) would t2 
followed with representative major- 
ity vote prevailing. 

20th-Fex Puzzled Some, But— 

Though some traders exvressed 
disappointment because 20ti:-Fox 


| common did not rise abruptly in the 


recent advance, its strength in the 
face of surrounding weakness ap- 


| pears to be the answer to what some 


described as backwardness. 20ih- 


, Fox shares had been showing steady 


gains over a period of weeks while 
other issues were not doing so well. 
Hence, it hardly was an unfavorable 





categories mentioned above will be 
placed on the ‘forbidden list’. Houses 
showing these will be _ picketed. 
The CYO unit of Catholic Central 
Hizh School, Troy, one of the strong- 
est in the country, did picket Proc- 
tor’s, that city, on ‘Blockade’ (UA) 
last spring. However, the film was 
screened for only three days and 
was out before some other Catholic 
organizations in Troy could mobilize 
protesting sentiment. Letters were 
written to the theatre management 
and to area newspapers. Some ap- 
pearing in the latter after the show- 
ine of ‘Blockade’ had closed. 

CYO delegations are visiting local 
dailies for talks with editors in an 
effort to keep out suggestive pictures | 
and stories. Letters will be sent to | 
magazines of national circulation | 
asking a halt in the reproduction of 
such photos, etc. 








Russ Birdwell Quitting S-I; 
Own Publicity Setup 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Russell Birdwell is leaving Selz- 
nick-International to form World 
Publicity Corp., and likely handle 
Selznick along with other accounts. 
John Leroy Johnson stays on with 
the Wanzer unit. 

Birdwell will hand in his resig- 
nation to Selznick on latter’s return 
from. Bermuéa. 


‘Sweet Adeiine’ Suit 


At Warner Bros. request, Supreme 
Court Justice Phillip J. McCook 
Monday (31) directed the appoint- 
ment of a commission to take de- 
positions at Los Angeles of I. E. 
Chadwick, president of the Chad- 








wick Pictures, and Jerome Storm, | 


director, in connection with the 
$250.000 plagiarism suit brouczht 
against WB by Harry Armstrong and 
Richard H. Gerard, composers of 
‘Sweet Adeline.’ Plaintiffs charge 
Warners infringed on their song in 
the making of the picture of the 
same name. 

Warners contend the Chadwick 
outfit had used the title for a pic- 
ture prior to its production but no 
sult resulted. 


the theatre's 


operators of the RKO-White Plains| ‘lw: that we shall mutually agree 
theatre, White Plains, N. Y.; RKO | UPON a code of ethics controlling the 
Film Booking Corp. and the RKO | Conduct of agents and specifying 
Service Corp. were named defend- | definitely the particular acts or 
ants yesterday (Tuesday) in a suit omissions for which a license could 
filed in N. Y. supreme court by the | P¢ Tevoked, and maximum penalties 
H. & S. Sonn, Inc, owners of the for other violations of the code of 
theatre property, to recover $200,000 | gq aoe i merge ati as 

which it is claimed the defendants |}. revoked, an agent shall have pe 
oe aetanes Oadar ts canendiéen : opportunity to be fairly heard before 


entered into in 1925, according to the oe tribunal or board ? 


plaintiff, the defendants agreed to; «you have heretofore submitted 19 
pay $40,000 yearly rental besides | points as a basis of discussion for the 
turning over 50% of the net profits. | purpose of establishing rules regu- 
It is contended that the defendants lating the relations between actors 
have refused to permit the plaintiff and agents. We are opposed to sev- 
to audit the books of the White: eral of the 19 points but will be 
Plains-Hamilton Corp., to determine | pleased to proceed with discussions 
the exact amount of profits earned with your committee regarding same. 
Jaw cages st dite as ai de Make Plea for Security 
is also charge at in orc ‘ 3 . " 
lower the book value of the profits, | course, that am agent's business ie an 


the RKO subsids conspired with the asset af : ; ‘ 
’ . | ass great importance to him per- 
theatre operating outfit to increase sonally and omen of Boa 


expenses by Over-; value. It is a means by which he 


| cases, a means of providing employ- 
| ment for, others. The revocation of 
the license of an agent under such 
circumstances would be a very dras- 
tic penalty. Manifestly there would 
| be no security for an agent, his busi- 
A fall sales drive dedicated to ness, or the employment of his em- 
James R. Grainger, v.p. and general, ployees, unless the procedure by 
sales mgr. starts for Republic next ‘which a license might be revoked 
Monday (7):and continues for seven | would provide for a final determina- 
weeks to Dec. 17. Details on the’ tion before an impartial tribunal. 
push were set Monday (31) in New; ‘We think it is equally obvious 
York at a meeting attended by all that the particular offenses for which 
of Rep’s five district managers as a license might be revoked should 
well as Grainger, Herbert J. Yates, be definitely specified so that the 
Morris Goodman, Claire Hilgers and | agent may know whether any pro- 
others. | posed course of conduct would 
Under the new contracts which violate such provisions. 
Rep franchise-holders now have, ‘We offer, merely as a suggestion 
with Rep. bonuses are provided for for your consideration the following 
best results shown and these will| as: a means of simplifying the 
| mechanics of operation: 
| ‘The Screen Actors Guild shall em- 
| ploy an investigator to be approved 
| by the Artists Managers Guild. Such 
investigator shall be paid a salary 
by the Artists Managers Guild in 
such amount as may be mutually 
agreed upon by both gu'‘lds and shall 





Grainger’s Rep Drive 





| apply during the sales drive. 





Brown Quits Cinecolor 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Howard C. Brown, one of the 
\founders of Cinecolor, resigned as 
v.p. and director. For the past twu 


force : to investigating disputes between 
"After a six-week vacation, Brown} members of two guilds or any com- 








will announce @ new aitiliation. - (Continued on page 23) 


charging on pictures supplied by garns a livelihood and also, in many 
RKO. y | 


‘years he has been head of the salés devote his entire time and attention | 


ueionmane =” =| SaG MAKES TT HOT | 


| sign when this stock merely contin- 


| POR METRO'S: ICERS | gzice sone Sone Be 





Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

National Ice Amuse. Co. was 
brought to task by the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild for ducking straight- 
time pay, pay scale for 50 in the 
troupe now making Ice Follies at 
Metr~. Skaters are contracted at 
$50 weekly for exhibitions and on 
the basis of $75 weckly for film 
work, only for the actual time be- 
fore cameras. 

Guild crackdown guarantees them 
a straight $75 per week. Metro is 
paying National Ice $10,400 weekly. 


SHIRLEY’S MA INDISPOSED 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Work on ‘Little Princess’ at 20th- 





Temple’s mother recovers from a 
throat ailment. 

Moppet doesn’t work unless her 
mother is on the set with her. 








Fox is held up awhile until Shirley | 


Madison Square Garden declared 
25c cash divvy last week, bringing 
total for year to $1.65. Company 
paid 20c in Auvtust. Those in the 
street familiar with the dividend h‘s- 
tory of the corporation over the last 
four years were agreeably surprised 
by the substantial distributions al- 
ready made to date this year. Stock 
recently made a new high at -9%. 

American Serting reported profit 
of $142,660 for the nine months erd- 
ing Sept. 30 as against $519,004 for 
comparable period last year. 

Crosley Radio reported a loss of 
$43,484 for nine months ending Sept. 
30 against profit of $103,581 in com- 
parable period last year. Comvany 
reduced its losses by nearly $74,000 
in the third quarter. 

Three-month report of General 





| Theatres for period endin7 Sent. 30 
| Showed a net profit of $218,524 as 
| compared with $257,805 in same pe- 
riod last year. 
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Samay Side Up in L.A, Suez Wham 
$79,000; ‘Rat’ OK 22/66, ‘Take It 
Sth Record Wk., 


Los Angeles, Nov. 1. 

Few newcomers this week are | 
more than holding their own at the 
boxoffice, but the surprise locally is 
strength displayed by holdovers. In 
the first category, ‘Suez’ (20th) is 
piling up $29,000 combined take at 
Loew’s State and Chinese; ‘Brother 
Rat’ (WB) will account for close 
to $22,500 at the Warner day-date 
houses, and the Orpheum, with a 
new screen bill and a Major Bowes 
unit on stage, will do better than 
average. 

Of the holdovers, ‘You Can’t Take 
It with You’ (Col) has the town in 
an uproar by its strength. Current 
is fifth stanza for the Frank Capra 
opus at RKO and Pantages, with 
fourth week’s take less than $2,000 
under third week, and fifth stanza 
headed for so much profit that a 
sixth week will be started, probably 
of four days’ duration. 

‘Drums’ (UA) is in fourth week 
at Four Star. Paramount is hold- 
ing over the Bob Burns opus, “Ar- 
kansas Traveler, for five days on 
second week to good returns. 


Estimates fer This Week 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75) ‘Suez’ (20th). Solo 
billing for this one resulting in neat 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Stablemates’ 
(M-G) and ‘Vacation Love’ (M-G), 
okay $10,000 as expected. 

Downtewn (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65) ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and ‘Broad- 
way Musketeers’ (WB), dual. Should 
have no trouble hitting lucrative 
$11,500. Second-final week of ‘Sis- 
ters’ (WB) and ‘Road Reno’ (UV), 
about $6,800, good. 

Four Star (K-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
‘Drums’ (U) (4th wk). Showing 
continued strength and should have 
no trouble hitting profitable $2,100, 
after third week wound up with 
$3,300 in the till. 

Hellyweed (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65) ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and ‘Broad- 
way Musketeers’ (WB), aua.. Run- 
ning slightly behind its day-dater, 
Downtown, but should wind up 
with profitable $11,000. Last week, 
‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Road to Reno’ 
(U) (2d-final), very good $7,200. 

Orpheewm (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30- 
35-40) ‘Fugitives Night’ (RKO) and 
‘Barefoot Boy’ (Mono), dual, and 
vaude. Major Bowes’ unit on stage 
gets most of credit for $8,000 draw, 
although two first-runs on screen 
heloing. Last week, second run 
picts. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55) 
‘Can't Take It’ (Col) (5th wk). Ter- 
rific biz warrants holdover for sixth 
week, something almost unheard of 
in L. A. first runs. Fifth week looks 
-like nifty $6,500, following $8,200 
on fourth stanza. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and stage 
show (2d wk). Holding over for 
five days for profitable $7,000. First 
week ended with satisfactory $15.000. 

RKO (2,872: 30-40-55) ‘Can’t Take 
It’ (Coi) (5th wk). Fifth week 
started out better than fourth, 
which brought very big $9,400 and 
east stanza should account for 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75) ‘Suez’ (20th). Hitting on high 
and will wind up with neat $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and 
‘Vacation Love’ (M-G), very good 
$14.000. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55) ‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Va- 
cation Love’ (M-G), dual. Move- 
over of this brace for continued 
first-run will bring an additional 

.300. Last week, ‘Antoinette’ 
(M-G), on moveover, satisfactory 
$3.000 


Witcshire (F-WC) (2.296; 30-40-55- 
65) ‘Stablemates’ (3M-G) and ‘Vaca- 
tion Love’ (M-G). duel. Beery- 
Rooney combo heading this bill for 
neat $4,200 on moveover. Last week, 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G), okay $4,200. 


‘Sisters’ on Port. Dual 
Good $6.000; ‘Wings’ 5Y4G 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 1. 

‘Too Hot to Handle,’ at Parker’s 
UA, was so strong in first 14 days as 
to warrant a winning third week. 
‘Stablemates,’ at the Broadway, also 
in the big money. 

‘Men With Wings’ at the Orpheum 
is a winner. The Hamrick-Evergreen 
Paramount is also doing a bonanza 
biz with ‘The Sisters.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-35- 
40)—Stablemates’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Good $4,500. First week strong $6,800. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: 30-35-40) — ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 
(WB) and ‘Booloo’ (Par). Clicking 
nicely for good $4000. Last weck 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Freshman 
Year’ (U) ended a seven-week run 

with good $2,300. First six weeks 
grossed better than $26,000. 
(Hamrick - Evergreen) 





Drums’ Long Roll 








Broadway Gresses 





Estimated Total Gress 


This Week............$273,400 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gress Same Week 
eS RP ree $317,700 


(Based on 13 theatres) 











and ‘Always Trouble’ (20th). Okay 
$5500. Last week ‘Arkansas Travel- 
er’ (Par) and ‘Sailor’ (Par), better 
than average $4,900. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40 )—‘Sisters’ (WB) and 
‘Touchdown Army’ (Par). Winning 
$6,000, good. Last week ‘Can't Take 
It’ (Col), closed heavy second week 
with $5,200. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)— 
‘Tropic Holiday’ (Par) and ‘Fast 
Company’ (20th) (revivals). Average 
at $1,800. Last week ‘Hoosier 
Schoolboy’ (Mono) and ‘Woman 
Against Woman’ (WB), fair $1,600. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—"Hot Handle’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). Nice $4,000. Second week 
strong $5,300. First week big $7,200. 


DUAL “CITADEL: 
IN K. C, FAIR 
AT $9,000 


“Kansas City, Nov. 1. 


In contrast to last week, strong 
films are current in four houses, with 
other two first-runs more than hold- 
ing their own. ‘Sisters,’ at Newman, 
‘Brother Rat,’ at Orpheum, and 
‘Suez,’ day-and-date in Esquire and 
Uptown, are all showing very 
gratifying returns. 

. ‘Citadel,’ at Midland, is limited by 
its class appeal, but bettering aver- 
age. Tower, with Gene Autry and 
El Brendel as stage attractions, get- 





ting $10,000, only middlin’- here. 
Heavy kid play over weekend 
helped. 


Temp. again registering in the 70’s. 
Estimates fer This Week 





Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 10- 
25-40)—‘Suez’ (20th). In the top 
bracket at $4,000. Last week, second 
of ‘Certain Age’ (U), $3,500, very 
good and only slightly under open- 
ing week. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Girl’s School’ 
(U), dual. Appeal is more to car- 
riage trade, but slightly over average 
at $9,000. Last week, ‘Listen Darling’ 
(M-G) and ‘Flight Fame’ (Col), cut 
short after six days to set house on 
Thursday openings for coming holi- 
days; $6,500 barely average. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—Sisters’ (WB). Looks to 
healthy $7,000. Last week, ‘Arkansas 
Traveler’ (Par) in its hold over 
week, okay $5,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—Brother Rat’ (WB). Should wind 
up around $7,000, very nice. Last 


week, ‘Miss Manton’ ,(RKO), fair 
$5,300. 

Tewer ‘Fox-Midwest) (2,050; 10- 
35-55)—‘Smashing Rackets’ (RKO) 
with Gene Autry and El Brendel 
headliners on stage. Heavy juve 
patronage over weekend. Looks to 
total around $10,000, acceptable. Last 
week, ‘Youth Fling’ (U) with Veloz 
and Yolanda heading stage show, 


$9,000, fair. 
Uptown (Fox-Midwest) (1,200; 10- 
25-40)—‘Suez’ (20th). In keeping 


with recently established Esquire- 
Uptown joint policy; $4,100, good. 
Last week, ‘Certain Age’ (U), second 
stanza, $3,800, nice. 


16,000 Teachers 
Give Indpls. B.0.; 
‘Suez OK $9,500 


Indianapolis, Nov. 1. 
Annual convention of state teach- 








|ers’ association brought 16,000 school- 
|marms to town and they zoomed 


Standees were in 
evidence at virtually all the first- 
run houses Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday as a result of the teachers’ 
meetings. 

Business is well-distributed among 
the various theatres, with ‘Suez,’ at 
Indiana, ‘Citadel,’ at Loew's, and 
‘Brother Rat’ plus vaude, at Lyric, 
sharing honors as the best grossers 
of the week. 

Circle, with ‘Mad Miss Manton’ 
and ‘Five of a Kind,’ trailing with 
moderate take, 

Estimates fer This Week 


Apelilo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Annabel’ 
(RKO). Moved over from Indiana 
for second week. Poor $2,500. Last 
week, holdover session of ‘Certain 
Age’ (U) and ‘Freshman Year’ (U), 
modest $3,000. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-30- 
40)—‘Miss Manton’ (RKO) and ‘Five 
Kind’ (20th). Stanwyck and Fonda 
featured big in ads with Dionne pic 
almost buried; $5,500, barely fair. 
Last week, ‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) 
and ‘Touchdown Army’ (Par), okay 
$6,400. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40 )—‘Suez’ (20th). Doing very strong 
biz with indicated $9,500. Last week, 
‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Annabel’ (RKO), 
reopened long shuttered house with 
take of $7,600, good. 

Leew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Girls School’ 
(Col). Former picture attracted 
school ‘teachers; $7,500, okay. Last 
week, ‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Va- 
cation Love’ (M-G), socko $9,800. 

Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and vaude. Film 
stressed over stage bill that has no 
names; $10,100, very nice. Last week, 
‘Broadway Musketeers’ (WB) and 
vaude headlining Pepper Martin’s 
Mudcats of baseball, weak $7,200, 


B’KLYN VAUDE BIG 


Clicking 


theatre grosses, 








Morris-Davis ‘Probation’ 
Profitable $15,000 


Brooklyn, Nov. 1. 


Most satisfying flicker attraction 
here in a long while has been ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You,’ which this 
week entered its third and final 
stanza at Fabian’s Paramount. Pic 
he~ been holding up sensationally 
and making nifty profit. Strand, 
which went vaude last month, will 
come out ahead this week 

At RKO Albee, management serv- 
ing ‘horror’ revivals, :Dracula’ and 
‘Frankenstein,’ and using plenty 











Rat, Beery-Rooney Good 226 Each, 
Wash. Vaude a Help; Power Fair 156 





Washington, Nov. 1. 

Two vaude spots are battling it out 
this week, with ‘Brother Rat,’ at 
Earle, and ‘Stablemates,’ at Capitol, 
nip and tuck. ‘Suez’ was tossed into 
Palace one day early, when “Too Hot 
to Handle’ began to slip, but failing 
to pick things up to more than bare 
average. 

Everything else is a holdover, with 
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ still 
the big sensation. Pic did two weeks 
at Earle, two at Met, stepped out for 
revival of ‘Little Women,’ which 
flopped in three days, and moved 
back in to bring weeb up to par. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—Stablemates’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Paul Haakon and George Beatty 
stage helping toward nice $22,000. 
Last week ‘Sinners’ (Par) and v-.ude 
dropped sharply to finish with dis- 
appointing $17,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,243; 25-40)— 
‘Sinners’ (Par) (2d run). Rushed 





um 
(1,800; 30-35-40)—"Men Wings’ (Par) 





into repeat spot immediately after 


weak stay at Capitol and snould get 
oke $4,000. Last week ‘Spawn’ (Par) 
(2d run), fair $3,800. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and vaude. Film 
and Herbie Kays’ orch should pull 
big $22,000. Last week ‘Garden Moon’ 
(WB) and Stroud Twins, weak 
$13,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)—‘Cer- 
tain Age’ (U) (3d wk). Hanging on 
with oke $5,500. Last week same pic 
pocketed good $8,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Can’t 
Take It’ (Col) (5th wk). Shoved 
back in after ‘Little Women’ (RKO) 
(revival) flopped in three days, and 
will see nice $2,000 in four days. 
‘Women’ took brutal $1,300. Last 
week, ‘Can’t Take It’ (4th wk), good 


200. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 
‘Suez’ (20th). Jumped in on Thurs- 
day (27) and headed for barely aver- 
age $15,000. Last week ‘Hot Handle’ 


(M-G) (2d wk), yanked after six 





-}days with passable $8,000. 
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Football Mobs Stranole Pitt BOs: 





Bartholomew- Get’ Only 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $1,574,700 
(Based on 26 cities, 176 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gress Same Week 
Last Week..........$1,595,300 
(Based on 24 cities, 170 theatres) 





ee 











newspaper and outdoor advertising 
space. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Dracula’ 
(U) and ‘Frankenstein’ (U). Brisk 
campaign staged in dailies, car cards 
and other outdoor advertising, defy- 
ing citizens to come and see these 
dualers. Reaction satisfactory to tune 
of fair $14,500. Last week ‘Reom 
Service’ (RKO) and ‘Personal Sec- 
retary’ (U), profitable $19,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-50) — ‘Juvenile 
Court’ (Col) and ‘Down Arkansaw’ 
(Rep). Looks to get nice $16,000. 
Last week ‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) and 
‘Sons Legion’ (Par), nice $17,000 in 
10-day stay. 

Met (3,618; 25-50)—‘Youth Fling’ 
(U) and Freshman Year’ (U). Drop- 
ping to weakish $12,000. Last week 
‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘March of 
Time’ (2d wk), corking $15,000. 


Parameunt (4,126; 25-50)—‘Can’'t 
Take It’ (Col) (3d wk). This week 
nifty $18,000. Last week, second, 
swell $22,000. 


Strand (2,870; 25-50)—‘Girls Pro- 
bation’ (WB) and vaude, featuring 
Wayne Morris and Johnny (Scat) 
Davis. Picture-flesh policy continues 
to please populace, In black to tune 
of $15,000. Last week ‘Broadway 
Musketeer’ (WB) and vaude, peachy 
$13,500. 


‘WINGS’ FLYING 
HIGH IN HUB, 
$22,000 


—_——— 


Boston, Nov. 1. 


Business is okay here. ‘Men with 
Wings’ and ‘Can't Take It with You’ 
are leading the parade for new prod- 
uct, and ‘Certain Age’ holds over 
with ‘Doodle.’ ‘If I Were King,’ on 
dual bill, is satisfactory in third 
week, 


A surprise holdover is the revival 
dual of ‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein’ 
at the Keith Boston, subsequent-run 
house. ‘Moonlight Sonata,’ with 
Paderewski, ends a six-months’ run 
at the Fine Arts Wednesday (2). 

Midnight jitterbug contest, fol- 
lowed by general dancing on the 
stage, was tried out Thursday (27) 
at the Keith-Boston, but dropped 
after one night when audience re- 
fused to get into the spirit. Gag was 
hangover of whammo jitter jamboree 
Monday (24) in Boston Garden, 
winners of contest being booked for 
the Club Mayfair and the theatre. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—If King’ (Par) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th), dual. Brought in after two 
weeks at the Met and holding up 
okay, around $8,500. Last week, 
‘Garden Moon’ (WB) and ‘Girls Pro- 
bation’ (WB), double, tepid $6,200. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Certain Age’ (U) and 
‘Doodle’ (RKO) (2d week). Aiming 





at pleasing $15,000. First week bi 
‘ $21,000. ' 


Metropelitan (M&P) 
35-40-55)—"Men Wings’ (Par) and 
‘Road Demon’ (20th). Looks like 
smash $22,000. Last week, ‘If King’ 
(Par) and ‘Moto’ (20th) (2d week), 
okay $13,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—Take It’ (Col) and ‘Vacation 
Love’ (M-G). About $20,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and 
‘Girls’ School’ (Col) (2d week), good 
$13,800. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—-If King’ (Par) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th). Third week in town; showing 
stamina at $10,500 gait. Last week, 
‘Garden Moon’ (WB) and ‘Girls Pro- 
bation’ (WB), adequate $8,300. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Straight, Place’ (20th) and ‘Gar- 
den Moon’ (WB) (2d run). Headed 
towards good $6,000, or better. Last 
week, ‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) and 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) (2d run), 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) and ‘Vacation 
Love’ (M-G). Very healthy at 
$15,000. Last week, holdover of ‘Hot 
Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Girls’ School’ 
(Col), okay $9,500. 


(4,367; 25- 





Fair $18,000 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. 

Lot of excitement in town, but lit. 
tle at the b. 0. Pitt-Fordham football 
game drew 77,000 and packed the 
city with out-of-towners, but they 
weren’t interested in films and went 
after more violent forms of enter. 
tainment. In fact, traffic jams were 
so bad they kept a lot of the regu. 
lars away from the downtown area 
and biz generally took it on the chin, 

Got back to normal yesterday (31) 
however, but that was a little too 
late to dent the sluggishness. Noth- 
ing much anywhere. Freddie Bar- 
tholomew in person at Stanley with 
‘Hard to Get’ doing ordinary biz, 
while ‘Sing, You Sinners,’ at Penn, 
is just staggering along, despite ex- 
cellent notices. Second week of ‘That 
Certain Age’ at Alvin will do just a 
bit better than opening stanza’s take. 
Fulton, — surprisingly enough, only 
spot going anywhere and with two 
weakies, ‘Men Are Such Fools’ and 
‘Smashing the Rackets.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U) (2d wk). ‘Suez’ 
(20th) opening Thursday (3) for a 
run. Durbin flicker isn’t setting the 
house on fire, but on h. o. will do 
well enough at close to $7,000. On 
top of $12,000 last week, that’s not 
bad, although somewhat under 
what young singing star's pictures 
have done in past. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Men Fools’ (WB) and ‘Smashing 
Rackets’ (RKO). No accounting for 
brisk speed at which this twinner 
shoved off, but should come through 
with around $5,000, which is big 
here for duals. Last wesx ‘Sailor’ 





(Par) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
(Par), poor $3,600. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 


50)—‘Sinners’ (Par). Well-liked and 
general opinion that it’s Crosby at 
his best, but crooner has always been 
just a fair draw here and this one’s 
no exception. Pace indicates $11,700, 
fair. That's just about what ‘Sisters’ 
(WB) did last week. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Hard Get’ (WB) and Bartholomew 
on stage. With Dick Powell on 
sereen and Bartholomew on stage, 
combo is pretty saleable in these 
parts and under ordinary conditions 
might go somewhere. Not at the 
moment, however, with the town 
football-nutz. Looks like $18,000, just 
fair, Last week Ted Lewis proved 
the consistency of his draw by get- 
ting close to $24,000 with Arkansas 
Traveler’ (Par). 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) and ‘Annabel’ 
(RKO). Maybe $4,000, which is just 
average at this site. Last week 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G), moving here 
after big week at Penn, did all right 
at $5,700 


Teachers Also Invade 
Lincoln; ‘Suez’ $3,500 


Lincoln, Nov. 1. 


With the biggest assembly of 
schoolmarms in town, 4,100 of them 
conventioning over the weekend, 
eve kind of biz, including show 
biz, is up. ‘Suez’ is hammering along 
in good shape, and so is ‘Garden of 
the Moon.’ n ‘Sing, You Sinners,” 
with light ad pressure, is taking care 
of itself, 

_ Colonial, for first time since join- 
ing the Nebraska Theatres, Inc., 
string, went first-run Sunday (30) 
and will oppose the J. H. Cooper 
Liberty’s action policy. Kiva, an- 
other NTI house, continues to serve 
as second-run receiver from Varsity. 


Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (NTI-Noble) (750; 10-15- 
20)—King Sierras’ (Rep) and ‘High- 
way Patrol’ (Col), Short run, four 
days, will get $500, so-so. Has been 
second-running. 

Kiva (NTI-Noble) (440; 10-25-40) 
—My Heart’ (UA). Moved from 
Varsity; $1,000, good. Last week, 
second for ‘Algiers’ (UA), slim $500. 

Liberty (LTC-Cooper) (1,200; 10- 
15)—Meet Girls’ (20th) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th), split with ‘Happy Landing’ 
(20th) and ‘Old Mexico’ (Par). Good 
enough, $1,000. Last week, ‘Guilty 
Trails’ (U) and ‘Little Women’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Fiddlin Buckaroo’ 
(U) and ‘Blind Alibi’ (RKO), $1,000. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
25-35 )—‘“Suez’ (20th). Here for eight 
days then will move to the Orpheum. 
Okay at $3,500. Last week, ‘Co-Ed’ 
(20th) and ‘Murder’ (20th), raised 
the house from the doldrums, $2,900. 





Orpheum (LTC-Cooper) (1,350; 10- 
15-20-25 )—My Bill’ ( ) split with 
‘Beloved Brat’ (WB). Slim $1,100. 


Last week, ‘Racket Busters’ (WB), 


four days, all right, $800. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
40)—‘Sinners’ (Par). Fair $3,700. 
see OT, ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G), fair 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- 
40)—Garden Moon’ (WB). Should 
reach good $3,000. Last week, ‘My 
Heart’ (UA), $2,200, fair. 
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Six of 7 1.0. in Chi, But 


= 


Mobs Give Em B.0.; ‘Sis’-Tucker 
Big $38.0, Speed-Vaude $1200 


a 


Chicago, Nov. 1. 

With strong week-ends due to the 
influx of football fans for important 

ig 10 games, the loop these days 
has a solid box office foundation that 
gets the houses away to a powerful 
start. Plenty of hold-overs, how- 
ever, figure to bog down the latter 
half of the stanza. Of the seven 
houses, six are running repeat items. 
Chicago switched pictures, shoving 
in ‘Sisters’ as replacement for ‘If I 
Were King,’ but holding the Orrin 
Tucker orchestra on the stage for 
second week. 

Deanna Durbin has proved dyna- 
mite for the Palace, and goes into 
third week there with ‘Certain Age.’ 
Opinion is that it’s the weakest of 
the moppet’s flickers, but it has a 
draw that has femmes returning for 
second and third visits to the house. 

Another youngster that is box 
office power is Mickey Rooney, who 
has ‘Boys Town’ pseunding out a 
strong fourth week in the United 
Artists. And a third juvenile for the 
gate is Sabu in ‘Drums,’ at the Apol- 
lo for second week. 

While the Rooney rep is hot, Bala- 
ban & Katz will bring ‘Stablemates’ 
into the Roosevelt in a few days to 
take the place of the current ‘Too 
Hot to Handle.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Drums’ (UA) (2d wk). Holding 
to fine $4,500 currently after snatch- 
ing solid $6,400 last week. 

Chieago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Sisters’ (WB) and Orrin Tucker 
orch on stage. Another strong ses- 
sion for the loop’s biggest house, go- 
ing to $38,000. Last week ‘If King’ 
(Par) and Tucker orch stumbled 
somewhat in midweek to finish with 
$26,200, but still highly satisfying 


take. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col). Back in loop, 
and will garner $5,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Drac- 
ula’ (U), horror combo turned in a 
powerful $8,000 in 10-day gallop. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Certain Age’ (U) and vaude (3d 
wk). Will wind up trio of great 
sessions to excellent $15,000, after 
garnering great $19,800 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Hot Handle’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


. Good $9,000 currently, following sat- 


isfying $14,300 in opener. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—‘Speed to Burn’ (20th) and 
vaude. Only new line-up of attrac- 
tions on stages. Will bring in neat 
rofit at $12,000. Last week about 
he same for ‘Girl’s School’ (Col) 
and vaude. 

United Artists (B&K)-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Boys Town’ (M-G) 
(4th wk). Pace continues bright, 


and will manage to hold currently to 


$9,000, solid, after fine $13,900 last 
week. 


Seattle Vaude Clicks; 








bf 


(FN). Anticipate good $5,700. Last 
week ‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and 
‘Actress’ (FN), $6,000, big. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-37- 
42)—‘City Streets’ (Col) and ‘Under 
Top’ (Mono), plus Pinky Tomlin 
headlining vaude. Looking for ex- 
cellent $4,800. Last week ‘Higgins 
Family’ (Rep) and ‘Old Mexico’ 
(Par) and vaude, $4,400, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42)—‘Certain Age’ (U) 
and ‘Campus Confessions’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Paced at $5,000, good. Last 
week, same films, $11,800, great. 

Reesevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Tough Guy’ (U) and ‘Gladiator’ 
(Col). Expect good $2,300. Last 
week ‘Spawn’ (Par) and ‘My Bill 
(WB), big $2,800. 


3-R FEMS HYPO 
CLEVE.; “SUEZ 
BIG $15,500 





Cleveland, Nov. 1. 

Schoolmarms flocking in for state 
convention—16,000 of ’em—proved a 
weekend b.o. boom. Tip-top biz in 
all the downtown houses, particu- 
larly those with product sporting 
heavy femme appeal. 

It’s almost a tie between ‘Men 
With Wings,’ at State, and ‘Suez,’ at 
Hipp, both of which are smashing 
into good black figures. Former 
more adaptable to exploitation and 
has the edge, but the Tyrone Power- 
Loretta Young names in latter are 
plenty potent. Still vaude-less, Pal- 
ace is only coasting along with ‘I 
Am the Law’ for average trade until 
it can line up more stage attractions. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Allen (RKO) (3,500; 30-35-42-55 )— 
| ‘Sisters’ (WB). Making nice show- 
ing for itself after move-over from 
Hipp, about $6,000, without any help 
from crix. Last week, ‘Certain Age’ 
(U), good $5,000 in second run. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Suez’ (20th), Enough power on 
marquee plus convention pull to 
wind up with $15,500, very good. 
Last week, ‘Sisters’ (WB), $14,000, 
smart. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 








—Am Law’ (WB). Rather slow, 
despite appeai to thrill-seekers, 
although $9,000 is not so _ bad. 
‘Straight, Place’ (20th) last week 


was a dud, $6,000, Ritz Bros. demon- 
strating they are poison to local b.o. 
State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Men Wings’ (Par). Aerial-grip- 
per getting big $16,000. Last week, 

‘If King’ (Par), $14,100, good. 
Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
Momentum of 


“ 55)-‘If King’ (Par). 
Tomlin-Dual, $4,800 first week at State giving this shift- 





Seattle, Nov. 1. 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ surprised with 


sufficient b. o. to win moveover to 
M. B., while the two winners, ‘Boy’s 
Town’ and ‘Can’t Take It,’ are both 


roaring into fifth weeks. 


Sterling Chain has been putting 
vaude over okay at Palomar, and the 
recent price lift to 42e top (from 


37c) has helped the b. o. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Boys Town’ (M-G) 
Getting good $2,200 in 
eight days. Last week, same film, $3,- 


(Sth wk). 


400, great. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Alexander’ (20th) 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par). 


Heading for $3,400, big. Last week 
‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Getaway’ 


(20th), $3,600, big. 


Colenial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
and ‘Frankenstein’ 
Playing horror angle for all 
Indicate big $2,700. Last 
week ‘Woman Against World’ (Mono) 
and ‘Cowboys’ (Rep), four days, $1,- 


‘Dracula’ (U) 
(U). 
its worth. 


400, okay. 


Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 32-37-42)—"Men Wings’ (Par). 
Single bill policy getting quite a 
fling at this house in recent weeks. 
Anticipate excellent $8,000 current- 
ly. . Last week ‘Sisters’ (WB), $5,100, 


slow. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (5th wk): Ex- 
pect $6,500, good. Last week, same 


film, $8,100, phenomenal. 


Music Bex (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Arkansas Traveler’ 
(Par), moved from Orpheum. Indi- 
cates good $2,000. Last week ‘Hot 
(M-G), third week, eight 


Handle’ 
days, good $2,700. 

Orpheum 
(2.600: 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
32-37-42) — ‘Miss Manton’ 
(RKO) and ‘Broadway Musketeers’ 


over $7,000, worth a pat on the back. 
Last week, ‘Sailor’ (Par), $4,000, 
average. 


‘Take It’ Good $10,000, 
Mont’; ‘Drums’ 2d OK 


Montreal, Nov. 1. 
‘You Can't Take It with You,’ 
booked for three weeks at the 
Palace, is doing well and may finish 
with very good $10,000. ‘Drums’ at 
Capitol, may add another $6,000 to 
near-record $11,000 last week. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col). Pacing for 
very good $10,000. Last week, second 
of — Age’ (U), good enough 


$5,000. 

Capitel (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Drums’ (UA) (2d week). Shaping 
for nice $6,000 currently after smash- 
ing $11,000 last week. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,000; 25-34-40)— 
‘Moto’ (20th) and vaude. Just about 
in black at $6,000. Last week, ‘Al- 





ways Trouble’ (20th) and vaude, 
$6,000. 

Princess (CT) (2.300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Wives 


Suspicion’ (U), dual. Good enough at 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Straight, Place’ 
(20th), fair $4,800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Co-Ed’ (20th) and ‘Gangs New York’ 
(Rep), dual. So-so $2,200. Last week, 
second of ‘My Heart’ (UA), yanked 
after six days to poor $1,800. 

Cimema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 35-50)—‘La Princesse Tarakan- 
ova’ (2d week). Poor $1,400 after 
middling $1,800 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
20-34)—‘Aloha, les Chants des Iles’ 
and ‘Les Deux Combinards,’ dual. 
Looks like good enough $4,500. Last 
week. ‘La Chanson de Souvenir’ and 
‘L’Enfant de Troupe,’ fair $4,000 





| may stay here another week. 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Nev. 3. 





Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (12th wk). 

Capitol — ‘The Citadel’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in Vartery, Oct. 26) 

Criterion — ‘Girls’ School’ 
(Col). 

Globe— Gangster’s Boy’ 
(Mono) (5). 

Music Hall—‘Young in Heart’ 
(UA). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Paramenunt—‘Men with Wings’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto—‘Man with 100 Faces’ 
(GB). 

Rivoli — ‘Man of Tomorrow’ 
(RKO) (5). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Roxy—‘That Certain Age’ (U). 
(Reviewed in Vanriery, Oct. 5) 

Strand — ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) 
(4). 

(Reviewed in Vaarietry, Oct. 19) 

Week of Nov. 10 

Astor --- ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (13th wk) (Closes 13th). 

Capitol — “The Citadel’ (MG) 
(2d wk). 

Criterion — ‘Vacation from 
Love’ (MG). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 5) 

Musie Hall—‘Young in Heart’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Men with Wings’ 
(Par) (3d wk). 

Riveli— ‘Man of Tomorrow’ 
(RKO). 

Roxy—‘That Certain Age’ (U) 
(2d wk). 

Strand — ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 





Men with Wings’-Warnow-Scott Bis 
$48,000 on B'way, ‘Kildare’ Tepid 726, 
Vallee- Hot’ 306, ‘Suez, ‘Sis’ OK 3d Wh. 





Business is spotty on Broadway, 
although the week-end brought an 
estimated 200,000 to town for foot- 
ball games and the weather was 
favorable. Lack of draught of sev- 
eral pictures is unquestionably the 
| only excuse for the grosses they are 
i|doing, including ‘Young Dr. Kil- 
| dare,’ ‘The Storm,’ ‘Five of a Kind’ 
|and ‘Touchdown Army.’ 
| Only one of these new ones which 
has a stage show with it is ‘Dr. Kil- 
|dare,’ which ends a disappointing 
week tonight (Wed.) at the Music 
Hall at about $72,000. House skins 
through at this figure, however, and 
|tomorrow (Thurs.) brings in the be- 
| lated “Young in Heart.’ 

The other stage show houses, all 
of which no doubt benefited from 
|out-of-town trade as they usually 
|do, are doing well. Leading the 
| flock with a new picture is the Para- 
}mount. ‘Men With Wings,’ ably ex- 
| ploited and heavily advertised, with 
|Mark Warnow, Raymond Scott Quin- 
tet, Maxine Sullivan, and others in 
person, went to $48,000 here on the 





very good. Show remains two addi- 
| tional weeks. 

State nearby has Rudy Vallee as 
|its stage puller, ‘Too Hot to Han- 
| dle’ as its film bait. The combination 
| will mean $30,000 or over on the 
| week, very good. Other two stage 
| show houses, Roxy and Strand, are 








Ritzes-Gypsy Rose Lee 
Hot $13,000 in Denver 


Denver, Nov. 1. 
All houses are running above av- 
erage, with Gypsy Rose Lee, in per- 
son at the Denver, and ‘Stablemates’ 
at the Orpheum, the big money get- 
ters. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-40)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col), after a week 
at the Denver. Strong $4,500 and 
Last 
week ‘Certain Age’ (UA), good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-35-40) 
—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Block- 
heads’ (M-G), after a week at the 
Orpheum and four days here. Nice 
$3,000. Last week ‘Boys Town’ (M- 
G) and ‘Rich Man’ (M-G), split with 
‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Blockheads’ 
(M-G), good $3,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) and Ben 
Blue on stage. Fair $7,000. Last 
week ‘Sons Legion’ (Par) with Mor- 
ton Downey on stage, strong $9,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50)— 
‘Straight, Place’ (20th), and Gypsy 
Rose Lee on stage. Big $13,000, 
thanks to stripper. Last week ‘Can’t 
Take It’ (Col), fine $11,500. , 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Room Service’ (RKO) and ‘Man 
Remember’ (RKO), split with 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. Doo- 
dle’ (RKO). Big $8,200, with latter 
dual responsible for $6,000 of total in 
three days. Last week ‘Hot Handle’ 
(M-G) and ‘Blockheads’ (M-G), split 
with ‘Room Service’ (RKO) and 
‘Man Remember’ (RKO) fair $7,800. 


Paramovnt (Fox) (2,200; 25-46)— 
‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and ‘Girls Pro- 
bation’ (FN). Above average $4,000. 
Last week ‘Drums’ (UA) and ‘Per- 
sonal Secretary’ (UA), good $4,000. 

Rialte (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Drums’ 
(UA), after a week at the Para- 
mount, and ‘Juvenile Court’ (Col). 
Nice $2,000. Last week ‘Five Kind’ 
(20th), after a week at each the Par- 
amount and Aladdin and ‘Convicted’ 
(Col), fair $1,500, 





| both on final (3d) weeks of runs. 
| ‘Suez,’ at the Roxy, should be about 
$36,000 on its third semester, excel- 
lent, while the Strand, with ‘Sisters’ 
and Horace Heidt, is reaching for 
$30,000, also very nice. Roxy brings 
|in ‘Certain Age’ Friday (4), the 
'Strand ‘Brother Rat’ and Al Donahue 
| band, plus Hugh Herbert, the same 
| day. Capitol is on its second (final) 
‘lap of ‘Stablemates,’ which slips on 








‘WINGS, $10,000 
FAST IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Nov. 1. 

| “The Citadel’ at the Buffalo is top 
| for the town, with ‘Men With Wings’ 
| at the Lakes following along closely. 
‘Certain Age,’ in its second week at 
the Lafayette, is still drawing over 
par business. 

Century and Hipp, with duals, are 
both off. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffale (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Citadel’ (M-G). Hitting nice pace 
and if holds up should reach good 
$12,000. Last week ‘If King’ (Par), 
fair $11,500. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Mr. Doodle’ (RKO) and ‘Man Re- 
member’ (RKO). Off here at so-so 
$6,500. Last week ‘King Alcatraz’ 
(Par) and ‘Campus Confessions’ 
(Par), good $7,600. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50)— 
‘Men Wings’ (Par). Looks like very 
good $10,000. Last week ‘Arkansas 
Traveler’ (Par), poor $6,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2;100; 25-40)—‘Five 
Kind’ (20th) and ‘Vacation Love’ 
(M-G). Takings shrinking and looks 
like poor $6,000. Last week ‘Boys 
Town’ (M-G) (2d run-2d wk), fair 





} 
| 





$7,000. 
Lafayette (Ind) (3,300; 25-35)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U) (2d wk). Still 


bowling along with neat $9,000 indi- 
cated. Last week excellent, over 
$14,000. 














Detroit, Nov. 1. 





| here at the Fox, with tone generally 
| better throughout downtown section. 
‘Men with Wings,’ dualled with ‘Gar- 
den of the Moon’ at the Michigan, 
was accorded a big buildup, in- 
cluding a four-station city hookup 
program. 
Estimates for This Week 


‘Carefree’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Mr. 
Doodie’ (RKO). Rogers-Astaire opus 
moved here from Fox and looks for 
okay $4,200. Last week, ‘Certain Age’ 


(U) (2d run) and ‘Murder’ (20th), 
good $4,700. 
Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 


‘Suez’ (20th) and stage show. Clip- 
ping off nifty $30,000 for best since 
‘In Old Chicago.’ 





‘Suez’ and stage show leading light | 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 


Mediocre $18,000 | 


Citadel,’ $7,500, No Tonic for Detroit: 
Suez’-Vaude Big 306, ‘Wings’ Nice 106 


, for ‘Carefree’ (RKO) and stage show 
last stanza. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—‘Men Wings’ (Par) and 
‘Garden Moon’ (FN). Former flicker 
ballyed heavily on _ special radio 
show; figures to pick up good $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Listen Darling’ (M-G) 
and ‘Vacation Love’ (M-G), okay 
$8,500. 

Palms ~- State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-50 )—‘Giants’ (WB) plus 
‘Kid’ (Rep). Figures for good $4,800. 
Last week, ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) (2d 
run) and ‘Wanted Police’ (Mono), 
former flicker moved here after two 
big sessions at UA, good $5,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-50)—‘Citadel” (M-G). 
About $7,500, disappointing. Last 
week, ‘Drums’ (UA), also ng. at 
$7,300. 


first week ending last night (Tues.), | 


the holdover to around $15,000. 
House ushers in ‘Citadel’ tomorrow 

(Thurs.). 

After another sad week with a 
picture called ‘The Storm,’ under 
$10,000, the Rivoli is also putting in 
fresh fodder, having booked ‘Man to 
Remember’ for opening Saturday 
(5). Globe is very disappointing with 
indications for only about $6,500, 
though some profit, with ‘Five of a 
Kind,’ and moves it to one side also 
Saturday (5) when ‘Gangster’s Boy’ 
| succeeds. 
| “Touchdown Army’ apparently 
| didn’t arouse much interest among 
football fans, with Criterion lucky 
to get $6,500 on the week with it, 
disappointing. Rialto on Monday 
night (31) previewed a new one, 
‘Man With 100 Faces,’ after two very 
good weeks with ‘Dracula’ and 
‘Frankenstein’ dualed. Palace goes 
only six days with ‘Straight, Place 
and Show,’ coupled with ‘Secrets of 
Actress,’ on a pace looking to around 
$6,000 for the six days. 

Although the gross last week 
(llth) for ‘Antoinette’ was only $6,- 
400, picture’s run, scheduled to end 
| Sunday night (6), has been extended 
ian additional week, with ‘Pygmalion’ 
to follow. 


Estimates fer This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55 $1.10-$1.65-$2.26)— 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (12th week). Last 
week (llth), $6,400, with run now 
extended to Sunday (13). ‘Pygma- 
lion’ (M-G) on a $2 run follows. 

Capitol (4,520: 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G) (2d-final week). 
Pushed to around $30,000 on the first 
week, but sliding on holdover to 
$15,000. On the 14 days satisfactory 
profit. ‘Citadel’ (M-G) opens tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 


Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—Touch- 
down Army’ (Par). A timely book- 
ing, but not a grosser; only about 
$6,500 in sight, mild. Last week 
‘Girls on Prtbation’ (WB), $7,000. 

Glebe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Five of 
Kind’ (20th). Dionnes no shakes in 
their latest at pace of no more than 
about $6,500, profit here, but quite 
disappointing to management. Third 
(final) week for ‘Dark Rapture’ (U) 
honey of a money-maker, $7,100. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-§5)—‘Straight, 
Place’ (20th) and ‘Secrets of Act- 
ress’ (WB), both 2d run, dualed. This 
show on six days only $6,000 and out, 
being replaced today (Wed.) by ‘Al- 
ways Trouble’ (20th) (ist run) and 
‘Room Service’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Last week ‘Co-Ed’ (20th) and ‘Val- 
ley of Giants’ (WB) both 2d run, 
teamed, $7,700, fair. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Men With Wings’ (Par), and, in 
person, Mark Warnow band, Ray- 
mond Scott Quintet, Maxine Sulli- 
van and others (2d week). Starts on 
holdover today (Wed.) after pushing 
through to fine $48,000 first seven 
days. Show is in for total of three 
weeks. The final (4th) week of ‘If I 
Were King’ and the Tommy Dorsey- 
Connie Boswell combination, was 
$35,000, dandy. On the four weeks’ 
run this show got an amazing $202,- 
000, tremendous profit. 


Radio City Musie Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) 
and stage show. First Metro picture 
ever to play here not doing any- 
where near what was expected, but 
at $72,000 house gets out. Last week 
‘Mad Miss Manton’ (RKO) also very 
disappointing, $69,000. ‘Young in 
Heart,’ heavily touted, opens tomor- 
row (Thurs.), 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Man With 
100 Faces’ (GB). Openéd here Mon- 
day night (31) after two weeks of 
‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U) (reissues), dualed, first week be- 
ing $12,000, the second $7,000. 

Riveli (2,092; 25-40-55-85 )}—‘Storm’ 
(U). Another one-weeker that means 
nothing; under $10,000 is the answer. 
Last week ‘Service De Luxe’ (U), 
less than $12,000. ‘Man to Remem- 
ber’ (RKO) opens Saturday (5). 

Rexy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Suez’ 
(20th) and stage show (3d-fina! 
week). Picture has not benefited 
exceptionally from word-of-mouth, 
but is turning in a handsome profit 
here just the same on a three weeks’ 
run. This week (3d), $36,000: last 
week (2d), $50,000; first week, $61,- 
400. “That Certain Age’ (U) debuts 
Friday (4). 

Stramd (2.767: 25-55-75 )—'‘Sisters’ 
(WB) and Horace Heidt’ (3d-final 
week). Most powerful b. o. show to 
date here under new policy; this 
week (3d) looks $30,000 or close, 
after a second week’s grab of $33,000 
and a first seven days’ business of 
$46,800, big profit. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Too Hot’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and Rudy Vallee. 
Combined draught of Gab’e-Loy 
starrer and Vallee means $30.000 or 
above that, very good. Last week 
‘Spawn’ (Par) (2d run), after strong 
milking at the Paramount, and the 
Schnickelfritz band, plus -Benny 
Baker, only $14,000, red. 
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i Philly Now Discriminating; ‘Citadel 
Great $18,000, but ‘Manton’ Blah 96 





> 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 

Strictly a case of ultra-careful se- 
lection of pictures by patrons of the 
Philly deluxers this week. Good 
films are doing very good, while 
those that are weak are getting cor- 
respondingly weak returns. There’s a 
wider gap between top and bottom 
grosses this turn, excluding the 
Earle, than has been seen here in 
months, 

Topping the town for strength, and 
gaining as much by word-of-mouth 
as by critics’ praise, is ‘The Citadel 
at the Boyd. It’s powerful at $18,000, 
certain of at least one more lap 
around. On the other hand, there’s 
‘Mad Miss Manton’ at the Fox, which 
is getting extremely meagre $9,000, 
lower than a mid-summer dud. 
‘Suez,’ at the Stanley, which got poor 
notices, is nevertheless shoveling out 
better than~$17,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-68-75 )— 
‘My Heart’ (UA) (2d wk). No wise 
merited this second lap after poor 
$10,300 in the opening turn, but 
forced by lack of UA product for 
the exchange’s showcase. Getting 
very skimpy $7,000 currently. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Citadel’ (M-G). Good reviews plus 
excellent word-of-mouth lending this 
one hefty draft for strong $18,000 and 
ticket on another ride. ‘Listen Dar- 
ling’ (M-G) last week, n.g. at $11,200, 
despite plugging it got by presence 
of Freddie Bartholomew at the 
Earle. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68) 
—Five Kind’ (20th). Henry Busse 
orch and Ella Logan on stage. Start- 
ed out well, but slipping pretty 
badly to $18,000. Last week ‘Youth 
Fling’ (U), with Freddie Bartholo- 
mew and Herbie Kay orch on boards, 
likewise n.s.h. at $19,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Miss Manton’ (RKO). Everyone 
seems to be mad at Miss Manton and 
she’s pretty close to an all-time Fox 
low at $9,000. Last week ‘Arkansas 
Traveler’ (Par), likewise poor at 
$9.800. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-68) 
—‘Can’t .Take It’ (Col) (2d run) 
Continuing splendid gait here at bet- 
ter than $6,000. Last week ‘Sisters’ 
(WB) (2d run), highly profitable 
with about $7,000. 


ihardly up to expectations, 


week, 10 days of ‘Five Kind’ (20th), 
poor $3,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Brother Rat’ (WB). Leading 
the week’s parade with socko $15,000 
and a second week already in the 
bag. Last week, ‘Arkansas Traveler’ 
(Par), held up nicely to fairish 
$6,900. 


Heat Hits L’ville: 
‘Suez’ Good 96, 
Citadel’ $8,500 


Louisville, Nov. 1. 

Holdover of phenomenal Indian 
summer weather is not conducive to 
film h.o.’s currently. ‘Birth of Baby’ 
finally arrived in town, but attention 
‘Suez’ is 
a little better than average at the 
Rialto, and ‘Five of a Kind’ at the 
Strand plenty hot at matinees, but 
nights are slow. 

High school and college football 
garnering more patronage this year 
than in former seasons, and compe- 
tish not helping the downtown 
houses. Opening of fall race meet 
at Churchill Downs and pro tennis 
match between Helen Jacobs and 
Alice Marble Saturday (29) also 
hurt theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s - Fourth Ave.) 
(1,000; 15-30-40) — ‘ftablemates’ 
(M-G) and ‘Vacation Love’ (M-G). 
Had okay week at Loew’s State 
short time ago and return date may 
tab fair $2,000. Last week, ‘Can’t 
Take It’ (Col) maintained strong 
pace for third downtown stanza, 
winding up with $2,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Am Law (Col) and ‘Always 
Woman’ (Col) split with ‘Bengal 
Lancer’ (Par) and ‘Sailor’ (Par). 
Bright $1,900. Last week, ‘Spawn’ 
(Par) and ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th), 
average $1,700. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 











Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 37-42-57-68) 
—‘Stablemates’ (M-G). Unusual sit- 
uash makes this actually third run, 
already having played de luxe Stan- 
ley to good biz and then the ordi- 
narily first-run Stanton to excel- 
lent returns. Now doing satisfac- 
torily at better than $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Certain Age’ (U) (2d run), 
gooc at $4,700 after two nice weeks 
at Fo» 

St ’ (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75) 
—*~ > (0th). Slapped down by 
the ¢, this one bobbing right up 
again to lush $17,500. Last week 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col), got only five 
days of a second week in order to 
get the house back on a Wednesday 
opening policy. Garnered swell $10,- 


Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-42-57)— 
‘Girls Probation’ (WB). Unexpect- 
ed, but pleasant, at better than $5,- 
000. Last week ‘Stablemates’ (M-G), 
powerful $6,600 on continuation of 
first-run from Stanley. 


RAT AT $15,000, 
LOUD IN BALTO. 


Baltimore, Nov. 1. 

Decided spurt all over town this 
week, with strong product the prob- 
able answer. Utilizing the spacious 
capacity of the Stanley to good stead, 
‘Brother Rat’ is leading the prosper- 
, Ous parade, with ‘Room Service’ and 
‘The Citadel’ close behind. ‘Suez’ off 
to a halting start and only fair since. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Citadel’ (M-G) plus 
musical stage flash headed by 
D’Artega —< a steady play to 
okay $13,000. ast week, ‘Listen 
Darling’ (M-G), way off at $5,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Room Service’ 
(RKO) and vaude headed by Stroud 
Twins. Hitting it off in good style to 
ekay $12,000. Last week, ‘Girls’ 
School’ (Col), thanks to home-town 
p.a. of Chick Webb and Ella Fitz- 
gerald, brought them out in rousing 
fashion to big $17,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 15- 
25-35-40-55)—King Alcatraz’ (Par). 
Opened yesterday (Mon.) after 16 
days of ‘Certain Age’ (U) to excel- 
lent total of $18,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Suez’ (20th). Not up to ex- 
pectations; $4,500, just fair. Last 





|manager Evert Cummings.. 
'Rooney here two days on way to 
Oklahoma City. Made two p.a.’s and 


School’ (Col). Received the nod 
trade. Opened one day early (Thurs- 
day). Looks like fine $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Listen Darling’ (M-G) and 
‘Flight Fame’ 
six days to poor $4,800. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—Birth of Baby’ (Indie). 
Pace slower than anticipated. Ex- 
ploitation dignified and _ steering 
away from anything sensational. 
May hold, with okay $4,500 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Sisters’ (WB) on 
h.o. stanza, well above estimate at 
$3,400, fine. : 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Paradise 
Isle’ (Mono) and ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) 
split with ‘Missing Girls’ (Mono) and 
‘First Lady’ (WB). Perking to ckay 
$1,400. Last week, ‘Expensive Hus- 
bands’ (WB) and ‘Boy Streets’ 
(Mono) split with ‘Stand In’ (UA) 
and ‘West Shanghai’ (WB), average 
$1,300. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Suez’ and March of Time. Ex- 
pensive pic and strong marquee 
names, but cricks lukewarm, Will 
fall short of mark set hy strong 
product house has been showing 
during past month, but pacing for 
ample $9,000. Last week, ‘Arkansas 
Traveler’ (Par) and ‘Touchdown 
Army’ (Par), robust $10,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 15-30- 
40,— ‘Five Kind’ (20th) and ‘Mr. 
Doodle’ (RKO). Pictorial record of 
life in the day of the quints pulling 
hefty matinee: trade, but night traf- 
fic on the light side. Should round 
out for good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Dracula (U) and ‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
proved winner to tune of profitable 
$6,000 in eight days. 


OMAHA CHEERY 








‘Frank’ Scarer, $6,500 





Omaha, Nov. 1, 


downtown houses reporting very 
satisfactory business. Orph’s bill 
aiming at $12,500 and may end with 
even better figure. 

Hallowe’en spirit was hypo for 
week-end grosses. Orpheum had a 
Saturday midnight ‘jitterbug jam- 
boree’ contest which may become 
weekly feature when pepped up con- 
siderably. A ‘natural’ midnight 
show was a double-scare bill at the 
Paramount, just opened by Tiri- 
States after being dark twé6 vears. 
House may be kept open for move- 
overs and trick bills, says district 
Mickey 





—‘American 








(Col), yanked after | 


‘Suez’ Very Stron¢e $12.500—‘Drac’- | 


‘Suez’ at the Orpheum is the out- | 
standing b. o. this week with all | 





took an Omaha gal to the Nebraska- 
Missouri football game. 


Estimates for This Week 
Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 


berg) (950-650-810; 10-25)—Alexan- 
der’ (20th) and ‘Over Wall’ (FN), 
dual, first half, split with ‘Wild 


Night’ (20th), first run, ‘Am Law’ 
(Col) and ‘Penrod’s Double’ (FN), 
tripler, last half, Headed for $2,500, 
excellent. Last week ‘Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Texans’ (Par), dual, first 


half, split with ‘Carefree’ (RKO? and 


‘Passport Husband’ (20th), dual, $2,- 
300, very good, 


Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 


25-35-40) —Garden of Moon’ (FN) 
and Secrets. Actress’ (FN), dual. 
Aiming at $6,500, swell. Last week 


‘Man to Remember’ (RKO) and ‘An- 
nabel’ (RKO), dual, $3,200, poor. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. 
Chump, (WB), dual (2d _ wk). 
Dropped off badly for $6,000, fairish. 
Last week, same bill, socko $10,500. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Suez’ (20th) and ‘Keep Smiling’ 
(20th), dual. Looks like terrific 
$12,500, almost double house’s aver- 
age. Last week ‘Certain Age’ (U) 
and ‘Blockheads’ (M-G), dual, ended 
strong for smash $11,100. 

Paramount (Blank) (3,000; 10-15- 
25)—‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Franken- 
stin’ (U), dual reissues. Opening bill 
looks good for $6,500, dandy. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,230; 10-25-25) 
Gangbusters’ (SR). 
‘Moto Takes Chance’ (20th) and 
‘Desperate Adventure’ (Rep), first- 
run tripler, split with ‘Colorado 
Trail’ (Col), first run. ‘Carefree’ 
(RKO) and ‘Over Wall’ (FN). $1,800, 


very good. Last week ‘King Sierras’ 


(GN), first run, ‘FPI’ (20th-reissue) 
and ‘Life Begins 40’ (20th-reissue), 
tripler, split with ‘Danger on Air’ 
(U), first run, ‘Gladiator’ (Col) and 


‘Young Fugitives’ (U), tripler, fair- 


ish $1,500. 





RUSSELL- DONAT 


GOOD $13,000 IN 
30-50 CINCY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 1. 
Only three major houses offering 
fresh releases currently and biz in 





30-40) —‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Girls’ | the main is so-so. Top grosser is 


ecel | ‘Citadel,’ which is collecting a good 
from critics and bringing some class | 


tuke at Albee. Next best is ‘Arkan- 
sas Traveler’ at the Palace. Lyric 
is <exuble featuring ‘King of Alca- 
traz’ and ‘Freshman Year’ to sorry 
returns. 

Of the holdover product, ‘Can’t 
Take It’ is rounding out fifth and 
final week at the Shubert in nifty 


fashion. It will be followed by 
‘Drums’ (UA) for a run. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Cita- 
del’ (M-G). Good $13,000. Last 


week, ‘Sisters’ (WB), fairly good 
$11,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G) (2d run). Very 
good $5,500. Last week, ‘Certain 
A’? (U) (2d run), pleasing $4,500, 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Wanted Police’ (Mono), ‘Under 
Western Stars’ (Rep), ‘Fugitives’ 
singly. Average $2,100. Ditto last 
week on ‘Crime Holiday’ (Col), 
‘I sathernecks’ (Rep), ‘Mr. Doodle’ 
(RKO), separate. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Boys 
Town’ (M-G) (2d week). Third-run 
holdover. Strong $3,000. Last week, 
same pic, big $4,500, 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Sisters’ (WB) (2d run). Okay 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Garden Moon’ 
(WB), fairly good $4,200. 

Lyric (RKO) .1,400; 35-42)—‘King 
Alcatraz’ (Par) and ‘Freshman Year’ 
(U). Sad $3,000. Last week, ‘Dra- 
cula’ (U) and ‘Frankenstein’ (U) (re- 
issues) (2d week), slow $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 35-42)— 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par). Started 
slow, but helped by swell notices 
and building to nice $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Stablemates’ (M-G), socko 
$16,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-40-55)— 
‘Can't Take It’ (Col) (5th-final 
week). Dandy $5,000. Last week 
(4th), smash $6,500. 


‘SUEZ’ BIG $7,000; 
MPTOA HYPOES 9. C. 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 1. 

MPTOA decorations all over town 
and siar-plugging for personal ap- 
pearances at Movie Ball tonight 
(Tuesday) setting stage for cracker- 
jack week at all houses, 

Estimates fér This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 

‘Suez’ (20th), Very strong week at 














Wednesday, November 2, 1938 


Mpls. Has Plenty Headaches; Dubin 


Big $10,000, Wings Flapping 


OK $7,000 





$7,000. Last week ‘Hot Handle’ (M- 
G), swell $6,900. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25)— 
‘Girls Probation’ (WB) and ‘Sky 
Giant’ (RKO), split with ‘Crime 
Ring’ (RKO) and ‘The Storm’ (U), 
okay at $2,500. Last week ‘Mr. 
Doodle’. (RKO) and ‘Wives Suspi- 
cion’ (U), split ‘with ‘Freshman 
Year’ (U) and ‘Wild Night’ (20th), 
average $2,300. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 


‘Citadel’ (M-G). Fair $4,000. Last 
week ‘Stablemates’ (M-G), okay 
$4,500. 

State (Noble) (1.100; 25-40)— 


‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (2d wk). Plenty 
good $6,500. Last week colossal 
$7,500. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35)—‘Hot 
Handle’ (M-G) (2d run). Nice $3,- 
000. Last week ‘Daughters’ (WB) 
spit with ‘Certain Age’ (U), slow 
$2,100, 


Frisco No Like 
Quake, but ‘Sis 
~ Strong $15,000 





San Francisco, Novy, 1. 

Although ‘Men With Wings’ isn’t 
sending the Fox take sky high this 
week, biz at this big house is never- 
theless plenty good. 
among the newcomers is 
action of which is set in San Fran- 
cisco, at Warfield. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Men Wings’ (Par). Crix raved about 
picture as a spectacle and its color, 
but did not hand the story much, 
Biz v.g. at $19,000. Last week (2nd), 
‘Sinners’ (Par) and ‘Girls Probation’ 
(WB), poor $7,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Kid’ (Rep) and Benny Meroff on 
stage. Gate is having a bad time of 
it this week; meagre $12.000. Last 
week, ‘Mr. Doodle’ (RKO) and 
Gypsy Rose Lee stage show, sweet 
$21,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Personal Sec- 
retary’ (U) (2nd wk). Durbin sec- 
ond stanza a honey at $10,000. Last 
week biz plenty sweet at $16,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 35-55- 
75)—If King’ (Par) and ‘Always 
Trouble’ (20th) (2nd wk). Colman’s 
second week good $10,000. Last week, 
healthy $16,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Vaca- 
tion Love’ (M-G) (5th wk). Will 
close this week after a grand run; 
around $6,000. Last week, good 


United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
55-65)—‘My Heart’ (UA). Mixed 
notices, but audience reaction pretty 
good. In for two weeks, with first 
stanza geared for fair enough $9,000. 
Last week (5th), ‘Drums’ (UA), 
strong $5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680; 35-55-75) 
—‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Sharpshooters’ 
(20th), Bette Davis and Errol Flynn 
plenty okey at b.o., although San 
Franciscans get plenty peeved when 
Hollywood drags out its earthquake. 
First week will get $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Arkansas Traveller’ (Par) and 
‘Touchdown Army’ (Par), disap- 
pointing $10,000. 


Every State to Get A 
Ride in Colored Shorts 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Harry Wurizel and Gilbert Pratt 
teamed up as Sunset Productions to 
film a series of featurettes in color, 
to be known as ‘U.S. On Parade.’ 
Stories, running from two to four 
reels, will be based on the historical 
and industrial background of each of 
the states. Films will be made at 
General Service studio, starting in 
three weeks, 


Now It May Be Miami 


Convention of the Paramount the- 
atre department headed by Y. Frank 
Freeman, a director of the parent 
company, may be held in Miami in- 
stead of New Orleans. Present plans 


are to date it some time in March. 
First convensh of Par theatres held 

















since Freeman came in was in Miami | 


in March, 1937, concurrent with the 


conclave there of the Motion Picture 


Theatre Owners of America, 





ito spend on entertainment for 


; ‘Mysterious Rider’ 





Next best thing | 


‘Sic c 3 | ° ° 
Sisters,’| along and will turn in another nice 








Minneapolis, Nov. 1, 

A quartet of strong screen attrac. 
tions, including two holdovers, mak- 
ing a valiant fight to overcome sev. 
eral adverse influences that bid fair 
to throttle grosses. Films are ‘That 
Certain Age,” ‘Men With Wings,’ 
‘Four Daughters’ and ‘Drums’—first 
two named being the newcomers. 

The Minnesota-Northwestern foot- 
ball game in Chicago drained the 
loop of more than 6,000 potential cus- 
tomers over the weekend. Heavy 
real estate tax payments due this 
week also carving hefty chunks out 
of most exchequers and leaving less 
the 
moment. In the bargain, there has 
been a general business drop during 
the past fortnight, which seems to 
have a restraining influence on thea- 
tre attendance. 

Reopening of the old Grand, dark 
for more than four years, is putting 
some zest into loop activity. House, 
completely remodeled and now called 
the Gopher, is a beauty of a show 
house that adds one more to the 
downtown first-runs, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Annabel’ (RKO) and ‘Moto’ (20th), 
dual first-runs, split with ‘Renegade 
Ranger’ (RKO) and ‘Flight Fame’ 
(Col), also dual first-runs. Looks 
like satisfactory $1,600. Last week, 
‘Crime Holiday’ (Col) and ‘Breaking 
Ice’ (RKO), dual first runs, split with 
(Par) and ‘Pere 
sonal Secretary’ (U), $1,800, good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1.600; 25-35- 


40)—‘Daughters’ (FN) (2d week). 
Moved here for extension of first run 
jafter big week at State. Still rolling 


profit. Good $4,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Five Kind’ (20th), $4,500. fair. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (1,200; 25)— 
‘Gateway’ (20th). Curiosity over 
what’s practically a new loop theaire 
bringing in the shekels, En route to 
$3,000, good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800; 25- 
35-40)—‘Certain Age’ (U). Raves for 
this one from all sides, plus star's 
pulling power, spells very healthy 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Arkansaw Trav- 
eler’ (Par), $4,000, light. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 25-35-40) 
—‘Men Wings’ (Par). Extra heavy 
advertising and exploitation for this 
one. Opinions divided. Pretty good 
$7,000 indicated. Last week ‘Daugh- 
ters’ (FN), $9,000, big. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Club 
de Femmes’ (French) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Going along at satisfactory 
clip; looks like $600. First week, 
$800, okeh. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)—‘An- 
toinette’ (M-G). First nabe showing 
soaring to good $3,000. Last week, 
‘Sinners’ (Par), $2,500, okay. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Drums’ (UA) (3d wk). Holding to 
profitable gait. Reaching toward good 
$1,600. Last week, $2,000, good. 


Citadel,’ ‘Suez’ 
Pace Proy., 136 
And 86, Respec 


Providence, Nov. 1. 

Nothing terrific about biz in these 
parts, though most stands doing 
slightly above average. Loew's is 
tops with ‘Citadel,’ followed by 
‘Suez,’ at Majestic, and ‘Mad Miss 
Manton,’ at Albee, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Miss Manton’ (RKO) and ‘Swing 
Cheer’ (U), Getting oke $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Man Remember’ (RKO) and 
‘Mr. Doodle’ (RKO), fair $7,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and ‘Girls 
Probation’ (WB) (2d run). Heading 
for so-so $3,500. Last week, ‘Stable- 
mates’ (M-G) and ‘Vacation Love’ 
(M-G) (2d run), nice $5,000. 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-40 )—‘Wives Sus- 
picion’ (U) and vaude. Pacing for 
swell $7,500. Last week, ‘Straight, 
Place’ (20th), $7,500. 

; State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 

Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Leathernecks’ 
(Rep). Pulling house to swell $13.000. 








|Last week, ‘Drums’ (UA) and ‘Re- 


formatory’ (Col), good $12,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 


| ‘Suez’ (20th) and ‘Meet Girls’ (20th). 


Neat $8.000. Last week, ‘Four’s 
Crowd’ (WB) and ‘Girls Probation’ 
(WB), good $7,500. 

Playhouse (Indie) (1,400: 20-35)— 
‘Convicted’ (Col) and vaude. Open- 
ing tomorow (Wed.). Last week, 


‘Marines Here’ (U) and vaude, fair 
i $4,000, 
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Mase. Selling in Theatres Again 
A Target for Anti-Pix Legislation 





Austin, Nov. 1. 


Participation of theatres in enter- 
prises which are foreign to enter- 
tainment itself, and which brings 
the theatres into actual competition 
with other lines of business in the 
community, is denotinced as an un- 
fait business tactic. A bill to out- 
law such tieups is on the tapis. 

Since stores, merchants, newspa- 
pers, billboards and other businesses 
are not licensed to present enter- 
te"nment at a profit, they are. yell- 
ing that the theatres are operating 
outside the limits proscribed by the 
theatré operation licenses by selling 
candy, toys, advertising space, etc. 

Biggest complaint comes 
newspapers and press associations in 
the southwest territory against thea- 
tres making their screens available 
for commercial and mercantile ad- 
vertising. These newspapers insist 
that the theatres cease using their 
screens for commercial advertising, 
and name the Interstate circuit, the 


+ 


f-om | 





Just Unlucky 


Lynchburg, Nov. 1. 

Bank night results in neigh- 
boring town of Bedford are 
said to have made a woman fan 
so ill that she had to take to 
bed. She attended shows regu- 
larly until amount climbed to 
$150. Then she missed, to go to 
a church sociable. You guessed 
it—her name was called. That 
was tough enough, but in order 
to see that the accident didn’t 
occur again she attended the 
next three drawings. 

Fourth bank night came, and 
once more the woman was 
called away. "Her name was 
pulled for $25. 














RCA’S 20c ON COMMON 


Saenger chain, and other circuit and | 


indie theatres in the south. 

Newspapers 
loud when the theatres tied up with 
local stores for a small amount of 
screen advertising. 
theatres sanctioned national adver- 
tising on their sereens, the dailies 
squawked that the theatres were bit- 
ing off toc much. 

Since they were taking note of 
alleged unfair trade practices on the 
part of the theatres, the newspapers 
also brought up the fact that the 
theatres had made advertising deals 
with local merchants for the use of 
paid space on clocks in their lob- 
bies, with these clocks taking in as 
many as 10 or 12 local merchants 
who would have otherwise spent this 
money for space in recognized ad- 
vertising media. As long as it was 
small advertising and local tieups; 
the newspapers viewed it without 
any particular rancor. But when the 
theatres began getting national ad- 
vertising ideas that ate directly into 
them, the dailies and weeklies de- 


cidéd to call a halt to the entire | 


theatre advertising practice. 
_Lobbies Like General Sores 


Another growing complaint against 
theatres comes from the merchants 
because of the theatres’ increasing 
participation in mercantile opera- 
tioas. -This practice has boomed 
so much in the last few years that 
in this territory theatre lobbies have 
begun to look like drugstores. Mer- 
chants didn’t object to theatres sell- 
ing-candy to patrons, considering it 
more of an accommodation to pa- 
trons. But they squawk their heads 
off about the theatres going in for 
active selling in competition with 
the stores in the neighborhood. 

Theatres around here have been 
known to-carry as many as 42 dif- 
ferent lines of merchandise for sale 
in their lobby, taking in such items 
as popcorn, peanuts, ice cream sand- 
wiches,4ee cream sodas, soft drinks, 
canes, ashtrays, pens, pencils, um- 
brellas, souvenirs of all kinds, clocks, 
dolls, dishes, aspirin, perfume, pow- 
der puffs,sheet music, records, maga- 
zines, fake jewelry, razor blades, 
handkerchiefs. 

There is considerable rumpus be- 
ing raised due to the fact that many 
of these items can be bought by 
theatre circuits directly from the 
manufacturers at a cost lower than 
that paid by the local merchant. In 
this way the local merchant is up 
against an unfair price differential, 
while the jobber is eliminated from 
the transaction entirely. 

Another more important fact of 
the case which has come up takes 
in the use of laber in the lobby 
stores, with the theatres utilizing 
their employees in multiple capaci- 
ties. Ushers, cashiers and doormen 
doubling to handle by-products is 
also being finger-pointed at. This is 
mentioned as directly concerned with 
the restrictions of the Wage and 
Hour bill, and has been called to 
the attention of the various labor 
unions which are beginning to form- 
ulate steps to combat this practice. 

It is evident from the general sit- 
uation that the public viewpoint is to 
favor turning over of theatre con- 
cessions to outside operators; it hav- 
ing been found that independent 
concessionaires spend more money 
in the town, employ more people 
and operate generally more to the 
best. interests of the individual com- 
munity. Concessionaires must in- 
corporate in each state and pay a 


— store tax and vending machine 
ax. 


yelped but not too 


But when the}! 





Directors of Radio Corp. of Amer- 
ica surprised common stockholders 
last week by declaring 20c. cash 
dividend on this class of issues, divvy 
being payable Dec. 14 to stock on 
record Nov. 7. The usual quarterly 


distribution on the first preferred as | 


| well as a dividend on the ‘B’ pref- 
| erence stock still outstanding had 
been expected but shareholders were 
not certain if earnings justified a 
| cash payment on the common stock. 
| The usual quarterly declaration of 
| 87'4c. on the first convertible pre- 
ferred and $1.25 on old ‘B’ preferred 
is payable Dec. 14 to stock on record 
Nov. 7. Both cover the period from 
Oct. 1 to the end of the year. 


Ptsbg. Variety Club’s 
Shindig Over-Capacity 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. 

| Variety Club’s annual banquet 
here Sunday night (30) drew capa- 
, city crowd of more than 1,000, with 
showmen from all parts of the 
country filling the banquet hall, most 
of them arriving the day before to 
attend the Pitt-Fordham football 
game. Feature of the affair was the 
adoption of another baby, fourth the 
Pittsburgh Tent has taken under its 
wing since organization was founded 
12 years ago. Current youngster is 
a 17-month-old lad from Roselia 
Foundling Home who has been named 
George Variety Barker II. Other 
three tots have already been taken 
in by private families. 

Big show was ring-mastered by 
Jay C. Flippen and included Mary 
Jane Walsh, Marjorie Gainsworth, 
Fantinos. Clyde Hager, Jack Gray’s 
Debs, Bartell and Hearst, 3 Sailors, 
Les Ghezzis, Borrah Minevitch’s 
Rascals, Freddie Bartholomew, Larry 
Steele and Harlem Casino revue, 
bands of Jerry Mayhall, Tommy 
Tucker and Lawrence Welk, Bernie 
Armstrong, Brian McDonald and 
Paul Gannon. 


Norman Frescott served as toast- 
master and introduced as speakers 
Jim Crowley, Jock Sutherland, Babe 
Ruth, U. S. Senators James J. Davis 
and Joseph Guffey, Harold G. Hoff- 
man, Mayor Scully, Judge Arthur 
H. James, Marchall (Biggie) Gold- 
berg, Pitt’s All-American halfback, 
and Rosey Rowswell. 














_ 


Youth, 22, Arrested 
In $100 Theatre Theft 


Columbus, O., Nov. 1. 

A man who gave his name as Dan 
Yuhas, 22, of Columbus, is being 
held in jail here after police said he 
admitted robbing the Markham 
theatre here of $100. 

The loot, a black mask and a re- 
volver used in the holdup were 
found in the man’s possession, au- 
thorities said. 





REP OPUS AWAY 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
‘All Our Tomorrows, one of Re- 
public’s higher budget pictures, goes 
before the cameras tomorrow (Wed.) 


ducer. 

Sidney Salkow, director, is also as- 
signed to pilot ‘Kentucky Sweep- 
stakes’ when he completes ‘Tomor- 
row.” 





SURPRISES WALL ST. 


with Sol C. Siegel as associate pro- | 


Irving Talbot is 


RICHEY TO RKO AFTER 





Ned Depinet, v.p. in charge of dis- 
tribution for RKO Radio Pictures, 
on Monday (31), announced the ap- 
pointment of H. N. Richey to the 
post of Director of Exhibitor Rela- 
tions for the company. Appoint- 
ment becomes effective next week, 
Richzy to headquarter at the N. Y. 
home office. 


Richey has been director of pub- 


atres of Michigan for the past two 
years; national secretary of Allied 
Theatres of Michigan for several 
years prior thereto. 








Richey Follows Moon 


Detroit, Nov. 1. 
| Following a factional squabble in 


| Co-Operative Theatres of Michigan, | 


|Inc., which coupla weeks ago led to 
| ousting of Ray Moon as general man- 
|} ager, H. M. Richey was let out last 
week as director of theatre and pub- 
lic relations. Carl Buermele, as- 
sistant manager, replaced Moon but 
| no successor selected for Richey. 

Richey, a leader in the cooperative 
theatre movement for past 18 years, 
was first identified with Allied Thea- 
tre Owners of Michigan but gave up 
| this post two years ago to join the 
| new Co-Op organization. 
| ouster also leaves vacant chairman- 
ship of the Movie Quiz board in 
Michigan. 

Squabble is said to have developed 
over movement to oust coupla ex- 
hibitor circuits in supposed effort to 
bolster another chain of nabes in De- 
troit. 


Canadian Premier 
Charges Double-X 
On Amns. Tax Repeal 


‘ 








Toronto, Nov. 1. 

Bombshell announcement of Pre- 
mier Hepburn that he has been dou- 
ble-crossed by ‘the larger theatres’ 
and that, in retaliation, he will un- 
equivocally restore the amusement 
tax tariff when he draws up his new 
budget schedule next March, has the 
officials of major motion picture ex- 
hibitor organizations marshalling 
their forces to offset the emphatic 
claims the Premier makes. 


on June 1, 1937, the Ontario leader 
admitted that the cancellation would 
total approximately $2,000,000 in lost 
revenue, but that this annual loss to 
the provincial government coffers 
would be offset by the resultant po- 
litical goodwill and the gain in 
friendship of those who had been 
annoyed by the ‘nuisance tax’ and 
the digging for pennies during box- 
office lineups. The tax, he stated, 
was difficult and expensive to col- 
lect; such ‘nuisance taxes’ should be 
progressively discarded; and, in sur- 
rendering this source of revenue, 
the government would earn the com- 
mendation of all classes of citizens. 

The Premier’s contention is that 
the deluxers and the A houses have 
‘broken faith’ by not passing on the 
tax reduction to the customers; but 
the answer embodied in the presen- 
tation which will be laid before him 
by the major exhibitors is that a 
survey of the admission scales of the 
70 largest theatres reveals that, in 
1932, the average admission was 35c 
and that, for the first six months of 
1938, the average admission charged 
by these same houses was 27ac, 
and that there has been no upping 
in prices during the interim. 

Recorded figures will be submitted 
to the Premier to show that theatre 
prices throughout the past six years 
have been steadily downward and 
that, in spite of added tax tariffs 
antedating June 1, 1937, theatre costs 
to the public have been consistently 
lowered. 

What is puzzling exhibitors is the 
determination of the Premier to re- 
store the amusement tax after his 
previous reiteration that this was a 
‘nuisance’ and difficult and ex- 
pensive to collect. General opinion 
is that perhaps the government cof- 
j Sere could now use that annual 
revenue loss of around $2,000,000. 














} 
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| Clean Bill for ‘Zaza’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Paramount straightened out cen- 
|sorship difficulties with the Hays 
office over ‘Zaza’ and resumed rec- 





_ for the picture. 


TIFF WITH MICH. CO-OP 


lic relations for Co-Operative The- |, 


| 


| 


——= 


Big Scramble for Any Available 


Theatres Has Distribs Wondering 


If It's Really So Tough for Indies 





Not a Dualer 





Hollywood, Nov. 1 
Old familiar boy-meets-girl 
theme is multiplied by four in 
a picture planned for winter 
production by Warners. 
Quadruple is titled ‘Four Sons 
Meet Four Daughters.’ 











GRIFFITH AMUS. C0.’S 


RETIREMENT PLAN OK’D 





Oklahoma City, Nov. 1. 
Partners and members of the 
board of directors of the Griffith 
Amus. Co. ended a week’s session 
in Oklahoma City by adopting a 
plan which will automatically retire 





} 








studio orchestra, Phil Boutelje scor- | 


neo 
' +. 


employees at the. age of 65 at a 


- ~ | monthly payment rate equal to two- 
Richey’s | thirds of their salary. 


Claude O. Fulgham, division man- 
ager, announces that final draft of 
the plan calls for payment of 3% 
«* the employees’ salary into a fund, 
with Griffith Amuse. donating the 
balance necessary for the John Han- 
cock and Phoenix-Mutual insurance 
companies to guarantee the pay- 
ments. 

The retirement fund is pr vided 
for men only, since the women em- 
ployees of the theatres usually work 
such a short time that it could not 
be applied to them. An employee 
may retire at the end of five years 
of operation of the new system and 
receive about 17% of his salary, or 
one-fourth of the accrued benefits. 
At the end of 20 years’ service the 
employee would receive the entire 
accrued benefit. 


Wiicox Coming Over 
To Set ‘60 Yrs.’ in US. 


London, Nov. 1. 
Herbert Wilcox, having launched 








In abolishing the amusement tax | the British campaign for his latest, 


‘60 Glorious Years,’ second picture 
based on the life of Queen Victoria, 
and starring Anna Neagle, sails for 
the U. S. Nov. 4, bringing with him a 
print of the picture. 

Wilcox will confer in America with 
George J. Schaefer and Ned Depinet 
on the U. S. sales campaign. 


WB in 3d Party Suit 


Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. has 
been named a third party defendant 
in the suit filed in N. Y. Federal 
court by Sylvian Cowane, as assig- 
nee of Kwality Pictures. Judge 
Edward Conger on Friday (27) 
granted the request of Jack Warner 
that the corporation be named his 
attorneys contending that should 
Miss Cowane win the case the con- 
cern would have to stand the cost. 

The suit, originally directed against 
Jack, Harry, Albert and Sam War- 
ner, is to recover $10,000 alleged to 
have been loaned to Jack Cohen by 
Kwality on two notes in 1923. 











The Kid Makes Good 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Mary Kornman, graduate of ‘Our 
Gang’ comedies, plays a femme lead 
for the first time in ‘I Am a Crim- 
inal’ at Monogram. 

Picture got the gun yesterday 
(Mon) with John Carroll in the male 
lead, William Nigh directing. 





ADD CAVALCADES 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Larry Darmour started production 
yesterday (Monday) on ‘California 
Cavalcade,’ second of his outdoor ac- 
tion series. 

Series features Bill Elliott (for- 
merly Gordon Elliott). Joe Levering 
directs from Nate Gatzert’s screen 
play. 





Howe Cranks for Hickox 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
James Wong Howe moved into the 


| ording on the musical background Warner studio to pinch-hit for Sid 
| Hickox as cameraman on ‘Oklahoma 
conducting the | Kid.’ 


Hickox was burned and will be 
laid up for two wecks. 


wh 








Minneapolis, Nov. 1. 

With independent exhibitors fight- 
ing tooth and nail among themselves 
to grab off available theatres, with 
practically none for sale in the ter- 
ritory at anything resembling a rea- 
sonable price, with extraordinary in- 
ducements being offered to obtain 
permits for new showhouses and 
with 32 persons and companies mak- 
ing offers for the local 4,200-seat 
Minnesota theatre which the Para- 
mount circuit is relinquishing, film 
distributors here are starting to 
wonder whether a theatre owner’s 
life is the bed of thorns and whether 
running a showhouse is the tough 
racket painted by the independents 
themselves. 

How come, vranch managers here 
are asking, if the lot of the inde- 
pendent exhibitors is so terrible, or 
that the villainous machinations of 
the producer-distributors are so 
grossly unfair as to drive the long- 
suffering independent theatre owner 


| to the wall? 


In the competition to grab off 
theatres in the territory, in at least 
one instance, indies are carrying 
their fight into the courts. There’s 
a mad scramble for permits to build 
new showhouses and to buy on the 
infrequent occasions when one is 
available for purchase. Sol Lebedoff 
and Sidney Volk, local independent 
exhibitors, are suing in district court 
to obtain possession of the Randolph, 
St. Paul nabe, which was thrown on 
the market when the owners turned 
over their lease to the court to sell 
in connection with an investment 
company collapse. 

Lebedoff and Volk allege the own- 
ers made a deal with them, accept- 
ing their offer of $12,000 for the 10- 
year least at $1,000 a month rent. 
However, the trustee disposed of the 
showhouse to Franklin Amus. Co., 
local independent circuit, for $15,000 
and $1,200 per month rent. Frank- 
lin now has the theatre, a 700-seat, 
25c nabe. 

Tit for Tat 

With four fighting to obtain a 
permit to erect a $100,000 theatre 
at St. Louis Park, local suburb, Har- 
old Field, owner of a circuit of in- 
dependent Iowa theatres and a Min- 
neapolis resident, landed the license 
by making the municipality a gift of 
14 acres of property for a public 
park. In his successful campaign 
he circularized alt the town’s‘ resi- 
dents, explaining his proposed proj- 
ect in detail in an elaborate four- 
page pamphlet. 

H. L. Griffith has been 
for more than two years to. obtain 
a license for a new Minneapolis 
$150,000 neighborhood theatre and 
there are fully six other independent 
houses -that would be built if the 
city council would alter its stand not 
to permit further theatre construc- 
tion here because the Paramount 
circuit and independent exhibitors 
contend the city already is over- 
seated. For the third time last week 
the council granted Griffith his per- 
mit, only later to rescind its action 
just as it had done twice before. On 
four other times the aldermen voted 
down the application and Griffith 
also was defeated in a court action 
designed to compel the permit’s is- 
suance. The council this time ex- 
plained the permit ‘had been slipped 
through inadvertently.’ 

Although the Paramount circuit 
has been unable te make a go of the 
4,200-seat Minnesota in recent years, 
and will relinquish it upon the ex- 
Piration of its lease next Jan. 31, 
and although film product for the 
house probably would be next to 
impossible to obtain, 32 individuals 
and companies are reported to be 
dickering for it. The owners ex- 
pect to make a deal within the next 
month. 





N. O. Adding Houses 


New Orleans, Nov. 1. 

A new wrinkle in parades was 
staged here by the United Theatres, 
Inc., in the business section as a 
means of expressing ‘patronage ap- 
preciation.’ Sixteen gayly decorated 
floats, a number of bands and march- 
ing employes marked the parade. 

Officials. of the company anfy 
nounced that a new house will be 
added to the chain shortly. Work is 
now progressing on the Plaza and 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Paris Show Biz Shakes War Jitters 
And Hits Strides: U. §. Bands Set Pace 


ep ----—--—--- 


Paris, Oct. 22. 


Paris has shaken the war jitters 
and hit the high stride in its new 
and old after-dark spots, Night club 
reopenings hit its highest average in 
years during the last two weeks, 
with a few new ones sprinkled in, 
while theatres started popping with 
delayed openings and revivals. 

In the nightclubs and dancehalls, 
six bands are dishing out the swing, 
either mixed or fully manned by 
Yanks themselves. In the leading 
spot is Ford Harrison, white band, 
who holds down one stand in the 
Bagatelle, the only ‘must dress’ cafe 
here. The other five are Negro 
crews, led by Willie Lewis, who has 
the only all-American gang. He 
opened the season at the Coliseum 
dancehall, Remaining ones are those 
of Harwood Chase, at the Villa) 
a’Este; George Johnson, at the Boeuf | 
sur le Toit; Maceo Jefferson, at the | 
Big Apple, and Joe Frisco, leading 
his own band in his own night club, 
the Chez Frisco. 

Bagatelle led nitery reopenings ‘on 
the hill,’ followed by Chez Odett, 
Chez Frisco, the Coliseum, and sev- 
eral smaller clubs. Those already 
open include the Sheherazade, Monte 
Cristo, Le Grand, Jeu, Caprice Vien- 
nois, Casanova and Monseigneur. 

Up the Champs-Elysees district the 
Ambassadors topped the reopening 
there. Eddie Foy’s English band 
leads the bill, with Georges Carpen- 
tier on the receiving end. Not far 
away the Bagdad reopened with 
Serge Glykson in the swing pit. Up 
towards the Etoile the Boeuf-sur-le- 
Toit. reopened and Le Berry came 
out for tea dances. Other spots open 
there include Villa de "Estand. In 
Montparnasse, there are Cabaret des 
Fleurs, Le Joker and others. In all, 
they offer every type of spot the 
town has ever furnished, at most any 
price the boys like to pay. 

On the show side, Maurice Leh- 
mann’s operetta ‘Balalaika,’ opened 
first at the Mogador. Followed by 
Louis Verneuil’s new play, ‘Leonidas,’ 
Maurice Chevalier; a revue at the 
Bouffes-Parisiens, ‘God Save Paris,’ 
and another at the Nouveautes, ‘Vive 
la France,’ by Dorin. The Varietes 
thas ‘Roi des Galejeurs’ with Alibert 
topping. More are scheduled to fol- 
low shortly, 

The blast came in a rush as open- 
ings planned earlier were postponed 
because of the scare while others 
have been shoved up, producers hop- 
ing to grab in on the wave of en- 
thusiasm that has hit the town fol- 
lowing the Munich accords. 





‘Boys Town’ Screening 
Achieving Purpose Of 
Easing Quebec's Laws 


Montreal, Nov. 1. 

It is reported here that Premier 
Duplessis will ask Parliament for 
powers to_modify the. Film Act 
which forbids admittance of children 
to theatres at the next session of the 
Provincial Legislature which is 
scheduled to begin at Quebec this 
winter, 

Personal representatives of Cardi- 
nal Villeneuve, primate of the pro- 
vincial diocese, are reported as un- 
opposed to an amendment following 
a special preview of ‘Boys Town’ in 
Quebec. Reported that subject 
matter of ‘Boys Town’ impressed the 
clergy more than’ anything else so 
far with advisability of letting chil- 
dren see pictures. 

Hon. Cyrille F. Delage, superin- 
tendent of education for the 
Province, is reported in favor of a 
law whereby children under 16 will 
be permitted to see those films which 
are to be especially approved for 
children by a special board of 
censors, . 

Following a speech to educational 
and welfare groups in Montreal at 
a@ special showing of ‘Boys Town’ 
when he urged pressure on the gov- 
ernment to amend the law, Hon. 
Thomas J. Coonan, Minister without 
Portfolio in the Duplessis Cabinet, 
was also present at the screening for 
the clergy in Quebec City. At Que- 
bee Coonan was accompanied by an- 
other Government minister, Hon. 
Albiny Paquette. 





Cinesound’s Ambish Plans 
Sydney, Oct. 25. 
Cinesound plans turning out 30 to 
40 pictures for Australian markets 





Simone Simon Sues; 
Got ‘Improper Billing’ 


Paris, Gct. 22. 

Simone Simon has her name in the 
court circular again. She’s suing Ex- 
port Films for 60,000 francs ($1,600 
at current exchange) concerning 
display her name was given in film, 
‘Black Eyes’ which she made with 
Harry Baur. 

Credits, according to contract, 
were supposed to be as large as 
those given Baur, with similar pic- 
ture display in lobby where picture 
was shown. She sued once and got 
4,000 francs (about $107, present ex- 
change). Case is up again with de- 
mand going to 60,000, the same price 
she was paid to make the film. 





New Mgrs. Assoc. 











(Continued from page 1) 





system of theatrical costumes and 
props, 

A Growing Trend 

Groundwork of the whole pro- 
posal is the growing trend of co- 
operative groups in the theatre. In 
the past such groups have generally 
been formed by actors, but the for- 
mation and apparent success of the 
Playwrights’ Co., the click of Mau- 
rice Evans as an actor-manager and 
the start of the Mercury theatre’s 
second season has apparently in- 
spired the thought of the suggested 
setup. 
Propsed name of the new group 
is the Assn. of New York Actor- 
Author - Managers. Those men- 
tioned as possible members are 
Maurice Evans, Katharirie Cornell, 
Guthrie McClintic, Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne (latter pair work 
under their own setup within the 
Theatre Guild organization), Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood, George Abbott, 
Sidney Howard, Orson Welles and 
John Houseman, S. N. Behrman, 
Marc Connelly, Phil Dunning, Max- 
well Anderson, Noel Coward, Sid- 
ney Kingsley, Kenyon Nicholson 
and possibly George B. Kaufman, 
Moss Hart and George M. Cohan. 
Believed there would be no objec- 
tion to any member also belonging 
to the League of New York The- 
atres if he cared to do so. 


N. Y. Palladium 


(Continued from page 1) 

















jurisdiction as’ a revue where it 
would go.in original form. Deal is 
on for AFA and looks like it will 
be signed by_ today .(Wednesday ). 

Eddie Garr, Rosita Ortega, Oxford 
Boys, Avis Andrews, Berry Bros., 
Gilbert Bros., Cass, -Owen and 
Topsy, Bernice Stone, Lorraine and 
Rognan, Ming and Toy, Four Kim 
Loo Sisters, Al Gordon’s Dogs. and 
24 Chester Hale Girls comprise line- 
up with couple of importations also. 
Steve Garay, Hungarian comic and 
popular around England for several 
years, comes over along with Frank 
Eders, French novelty juggler.. Deal 
is on for filmers Herman Bing and 
Patsy Kelly but contracts are not 
signed yet. 

Georges Banyai, formerly asso- 
ciated with Robitschek in London 
and Paris, will direct at Palladium 
{nee B. S. Moss’ Broadway). T. H. 
McKnight Abe _ Burrrws, Frank 
Galen, Jack Osterman and Al 
Shaftel are writing special material. 
Scale set at 90c top matinees, $1 top 
for the early evening show and 
$1.50 for ‘late’ show. zs 

Reasons for the inclination toward 
AFA rather than Equity are that, 
under Equity classification as a re- 
vue, show could go on only eight 
times weekly, including two mati- 
nees. Under AFA 21 shows per week 
are permitted and posting of a bond 
to cover salaries is not required. 





NIX NAZI OLYMPIX 
London, Nov. 1. 

Tobis’ films of the Berlin Olympic 
games have been offered here but 
turned down. by reluctant distribs 
who regard reels as German propa- 
banda. Films were directed by Leni 
Riefenstahl. 

A representative will go to the 
U. S. next week to try to place film 














there. 


30,000 See ‘Snow White’ 
In 1st Capetown Week 


Capetown, Oct. 15. 

‘Snow White’ (RKO) is pulling big 
biz at the 2,000-seater Alhambra 
(African Consolidated Theatres) 
Capetown. Three sessions daily; four 
Saturdays. Special booking office 
was opened to cope with the big 
crowd, 

In first week, over 30,000 saw the 
picture, and looks like the second 
week will pass that, 


LONDON REVIVES 








London, Nov. 1. 

‘Oscar Wilde’ was revived at the 
Arts theatre here last Tuesday (25). 
Though well produced, play suffers 
by comparison with original Gate 
theatre production of two years ago 
when Robert Morley, now current in 
Broadway version, played the title 
role. Francis Sullivan gives a fine 
interpretation, but just fails to meas- 
ure up to Wilde. Banned by censors, 
play can only be privately produced 
here. 

‘Party for Christmas’ transferred 
from Arts theatre last Tuesday (25) 
to the Haymarket. Play, which had 
opened Oct, II, had been well re- 
ceived and newspaper criticisms gen- 
erally favorable, 

‘They Fly by Twilight’ bowed at 
the Aldwych last Thursday (27). 
Tragedy developed via comedy was 
well received, but some notices were 
unfavorable. Seems to have an even 
chance, 


Sue Kiepura, Eggerth 
In Paris Wage: Snarl; 
Anschluss Aftermath 


Paris, Oct. 22. 

An unexpected repercussion of 
Germany’s grab of Austria is that 
Jan Kiepura and Martha Eggerth 
are being sued for 700,000 francs 
(about $18,620, current exchange) in 
a Paris ccurt. 

The couple, who are also man and 
wife, began a picture, ‘The Carnival 
of Venice,’ in Vienna for M. Gluck 
before the Anschluss, As they were 
ill, production was suspended, but 
when they were ready to recom- 
mence, the political destinies of Aus- 
tria had changed. As Gluck is ‘non- 
Ayran,’ he came to Paris. At the 
same time he ceded his rights to 
the »icture to Era Films, the Italian 
company headed by Vittorio Mus- 
solini, son of Il Duce. 

Young Mussolini’s company re- 
newed the contracts with Kiepura 
and his wife and the film is being 
c.mpleted in Italy. . But. Gluck 
claims he forwarded the aforemen- 
tioned amount to the couple as 
salaries due. He’s suing for the 
money. -The Kiepuras claim that as 
long as Gluck ceded his rights to 
the Italian company, he must col- 
lect from the company, and besides, 
since his company is no longer in 
existence, he cannot make any lega 
claims. . 











‘Women’ Nix in Sydney 
Seen; Await Official 0.K. 


Sydney, Oct. 12. 

Parliament has been asked 
whether action should be taken to 
ban stage production of ‘The Wo- 
men,’ in this territory because of nix 
by British authorities, Premier 
Stevens said no action would be 
taken until police view play. 

Ronald Edwards, Williamson-Tait 
producer, countered with statement 
that the play had been a big success 
in U. S. and probably would click 
here. Denied any intention of offer- 
ing unclean shows. W-T imported 
the play for showing here. 


Exhibs, Distribs Team 


For Refugee Benefits 


London, Oct. 23. 

Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. 
(exhibs) and Kinematograph Renters 
Society (distribs) are combining to 
give Sunday night performances at 
200 cinemas in England for the pene- 
fit of refugee children, 

Houses will be donated and there 
will be no charge for films. Em- 
ployees wiil be asked to contribute 














their services free, 


PLAY ON WILDE 








Self-Regulation 
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what procedure will be, nor has it 
‘indicated any position whatever to 
| date that it may have assumed in 





connection with specific problems up 
for discussion. It is believed wide- 
ly in the absence of anything but 
| perfunctory announcements by the 
| distrib committee and disposition of 
latter to restrict the MPTOA, Allied 
and other exhib bodies from an- 
nouncing progress, that numerous 
items will not even be considered 
for final discussion. 
Provisos 

Among these trade observers be- 
lieve, will be the question of any 
change in block booking of pictures; 
question of restricting film contract- 
ing because of strong buying power; 
any divorcement of producer-dis- 
tribs from theatres; restriction of 
further expansion, and designation 
of all pictures by name, star or di- 
rector rather than by number. 

Exchange of information on dis- 
cussions is expected to assume a 
more important status with the re- 
sumption of MPTOA. parleys fol- 
lowing end of the convention this 
week, and the report of the board of 
directors on trade practice reforms. 
Meantime, during the past week, 
the distribs have continued meeting 
with Allied and the group of lesser 
indie bodies under chairmanship of 
Albert A. Galston of the Indepen- 
dent Theatre Owners of Southern 
California. Galston and Leo 
Brecher, latter of ITOA of New 
York, are the spokesmen for this 
group which is reported having a 
15-point -program, including 20% 
cancellations, elimination of -move- 
over runs, forcing of shorts and 
newsreal, elimination of score 
charges, radio competition, over- 
buying of major chains in se)ling 
buying, favoring of major chains in 
selling and theatre expansion by 
majors. 

The distribs resume with Allied 
States tomorrow (Thurs.) following 
a board meeting of the organization 
in Chicago. Board is expected to 
take up the matters so far dis- 
cussed, plus any changes or addi- 
tions, progress, etc. 

A possibility of the future in view 
of the common interests of all indie 
bodies in the effort to arrive at a 
code of fair trade practices, is a 
merging of leading exhibitor or- 
ganizations into one large, powerful 
unit. Although other organizations 
have been on the fence, the MPTOA 
in the past has never maintained a 
closed door to a merger with Allied 
and others for the mutual benefit 
of all. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 








‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion 
—Nov. 6, ’36. 
‘Robert’s Wife,” Globe—Nov. 23, ’37. 
‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
—Dec. 16, ’37. 
‘Nine Sharp,’ Little—Jan. 26, ’38. 
‘Wild Oats,’ Princess—April 13, ’38. 
“ee Ridge,’ Strand—April 27, 
‘Glorious 


Whitehall— 
May 26, ’38. 


‘Spring Meeting,’ Ambassador— 
May 31, ’38. : 

‘Lot’s Wife,’ Savoy—June 10. 

‘She Too Was Young,’ New— 
Aug. 16. 

‘The Fleet’s Lit Up,’ Hippodrome 
—Aug. 17. 

‘George and Margaret,’ Piccadilly 
—Aug. 30. 

‘Thou Shalt Not,’ Playhouse— 
Aug. 31. 

‘Running Riot,’ Gaiety—Aug. 31. 

‘Flashing Stream,’ Lyric—Sept. 1. 

‘Room for Two,’ Comedy—Sept. 6. 

‘Dear Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess— 
Sept. 20. 

‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ Shaftesbury 
—Sept. 23. 

‘Elephant in Arcady,’ Kingsway— 
Oct. 5 


‘The White Guard,’ Phoenix— 


Oct. 6. 

‘Bobby Get Your Gun,’ Adelphia 
—Oct. 7. 
‘Behind Blinds,’ Winter Garden— 
Oct. 10. 

‘When We Are Married,’ St. Mar- 
tin’s—Oct. 11. 

‘A Party for Christmas,’ Haymar- 
ket—Oct. 11. 

‘Private History,’ Gate—Oct. 12. 

‘Quiet Wedding,’ Wyndham’s— 
Oct. 14. 

‘Goodness, How Sad,’ Vaudeville— 
Oct. 18. 

‘They Fly by Twilight,’ Aldwych 
—Oct. 27. 


Morning,’ 








Japan’s New Year Book Indicates 
Nation Has Eye on 


World Market 


Even in the present unsettled state 
of affairs in the Far East the cinema 
business is not unmindful of its 
propaganda and under the editorship 
of the International Cinema Assn. of 
Japan, the Society for International 
Cultural Relations has produced a 
Year Book for 1938 that is a decided 
credit to those concerned, It pre- 
sents the Japanese cinema in the 
most favorable light, but without ex. 
aggeration or bombast. The editing 
job has been most carefully done and 
the pages are free from the mistakes 
due to idiom which marked earlier 
publications, and which sometimes 
made the text amusing rather than 
convincing. It will serve to give the 
uninformed a clear picture of Jap- 
anese production and production 
methods but, to those familiar with 
earlier issues of similar import, it 
conveys the suggestion that with the 
gradual change and improvement in 
Japanese plays and players the day 
is perhaps not far distant when Nip- 
ponese product, with super-imposed 
titles and a minimum of dialog, will 
find a broader place in the world 
market. The suggestion as to limit- 
ing the dialog comes from the Year 
Book itself, which suggests that the 
excessive chatter in some American- 
made pictures has created the nat- 
ural reaction, 

Comparison with older _ issues 
shows a tendency to depart from the 
ancient landmarks and to use cos- 
tuming, backgrounds and stories less 
distinctively Japanese without losing 
character. A section of the publica- 
tion is devoted to analyses and pice 
tures of the more important product 
and many of these scene cuts show a 
vast improvement in composition, 
lighting and character manipulation. 
Portraits of the stars, too, show an 
increasingly Occidental cast, suggest- 
ing that, consciously or otherwise, 
Japan is moving slowly but surely 
toward the common denominator of 
mass entertainment, with an appeal 
beyond its own borders. 

Off Slightly 

Because of what is referred to as 
the Sino-Japanese ‘conflict,’ produc- 
tion was down slightly in 1937 from 
the peak of ’36, but 524 having been 
produced as against 558 the previous 
year. This, however, is an advance 
over the 444 pictures produced in 
35. But of the ’37 output 365 were 
made with talk as against only 300 
the previous year. On the other 
hand sound pictures, other than 
talkers, were down to 50 against the 
previous year’s 121. Silent pictures 
remained nearly stable; 121 in °’36 
and 159 the following year. { 

In the matter of exhibition, there 
were 2,097 theatres in ’38, an increase 
of exactly 100 over the previous 
year. Film imports dropped from 341 
to 287, of which 231 of the total came 
from the U.S. France sent only 21, 
Germany 14 and England but 12, 





Paramount contributed the greatest - ‘ 
number, 39, with Columbia. second — 


with 31, Warner Bros. sent over 31 
and: Metro 29. Universal had 21, 
RKO 19, 20th-Fox 18, U.A. 17 and 
there were 27 from various other 
sources, : ! 

The U. S. contributed but half of 
the 10 Best for 1937 with United 
Artists supplying two, ‘Dodsworth’ 
and ‘You Only Live Once,’ while 
Metro scored with ‘The Good Earth’ 
and ‘Fury’ and .Paramount scored 
with ‘Make Way for Tomorrow.’ This 
list was compiled by The Movie 
Times. From the box office angle 
the Yanks get seven out of the 10. 
RKO topped with ‘Michael Strogoff,’ 
‘Swingtime’ and ‘Shall We Dance.’ 
Paramount had two, ‘The Plainsman’ 
and ‘Souls at Sea,’ while Warners 
scored with ‘Charge of the Light 
Brigade,’ Columbia was represented 
by ‘Lost Horizon.’ Tobis had two 
and Albatros one entry. 

There are seven native newsreel 
companies, with Paramount also in- 
cluded, The output ranges from 17 
to 144 prints per film. The low num- 
ber goes to the Sekai No Ugoki 
(March of the -World’), which is 
compiled from foreign issues with 
Japanese dialog dubbed in. 

Of the Japanese product 287 of the 
reels were of cultural subjects, not 
primarily intended for entertainment 
purposes, Of these 49 dealt with the 
Army and Navy and 47 were de- 
signed to encourage tourism. 





M-G’S P.R. HOUSES 
Metro plans to open its new Cine 
Metro in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
about the middle of December. 
Same company is now breaking 
ground for its new Metro film thea- 
tre in Adelaide, Australia, 
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NY. Execs Hopeful Italy Will Alter 
Distribution Edict; Quit Otherwise 


While the situation in Italy regard- 
ing the nationalization of foreign 
distribution remains stalemated, pic- 
ture industry officials in New York 
are still hoping that the situation 
may clear through modification, or 
complete abandonment ef the de- 
eree before Dec. 31. 

Right now Italian officials are 
adamant to even easing terms of the 
edict. European representatives of 
American distributors and Hays of- 
fice representatives have huddled for 
weeks in Rome. At present picture 
officials declare they will withdraw 
entirely from Italian distribution at 
the end of the year, when the new 
order becomes effective, in the event 
the decree goes through. 

If American film companies with- 
draw from Italy it will mean that 
all exchange employees discharged 
must be indemnified on the basis of 
one month’s pay for every year 
they have worked for the U. S. dis- 
tributor. Because about 300 em- 
ployees of four major companies are 
involved, this expenditure, plus loss 
of leases, equipment and dubbing 
laboratory investment, this would 
represent a heavy outlay for firms 
quitting Italy, Most . companies, 
however, claim they would face such 
loss rather ‘than operate under the 
nationalization statute as it now 
stands. 





Alipert Carries Yank Hepes 
Rome, Oct. 22. 

Negotiations between F. W. All- 
port, Hays office representative here, 
with representatives of the Italian 
film industry, carry the hopes not 
only of American distributors and 
Italian exchange employees, whose 
jobs hang in the balance, but those 
of thousands of Italian picture pa- 
trons, who are wondering if they 
are to be deprived of seeing their 
favorite film stars. 

What is accomplished by Allport 
on the new government distribution 
monopoly plan will go far probably 
in deciding whether U. 3S. companies 
pull up stakes in this country. 
Meantime, American representatives 
are not signing any contracts extend- 
ing beyond Dec. 31 this year so they 
will have no breach of contract suits 
facing them if they decide to quit. 

Italian film press is stressing the 
fact that existing distribution agen- 
cies need not be overthrown under 
the proposed new arrangement. 
While the government film depart- 
ment is given the monopoly right to 
arrange its distribution, actually, the 
department would not do all the 
distributing itself. 

Italian producers can turn out only 
50 to 100 pictures annually, which 
that 200 foreign pictures 
would have to be brought into this 
country. But American distributors 
here would have to operate as agents 
of the government film bureau. 

It appears that American com- 
panies would want two assurances, 
(1) that they would receive an ade- 
quate percentage of distribution, not 
just the dud pictures and (2) a means 
to enable the companies to get this 
money to U. S. without leaving it 
to rot in the ‘blocked lire’ fund 
(American companies have been al- 
lowed to withdraw only about 22% 
of total rental coin collected, re- 
mainder staying in Italy. in the 
fund.) 

Latter brings up question of what 
can be done with U. S. companies’ 
frozen assets in Italy. Consequently 
it’s claimed here that the monopoly 
proposal has done nothing to solve 
the deadlock on this question. 

Italian film publications and dailies 
have carried articles attempting to 
explain the government monopoly 
because of avid interest by Italian 
picture fans who show preference 
for American pictures and stars. 

Imports at Fixed Prices 

Following the establishment of 
Italy's monopoly in home distribu- 
tion, it's now proposed that foreign 
films be bought at fixed prices. Films 
would be rated according to. cate- 
gories and for each category there 
would be a definite price, fixed by 
the government film agency. Foreign 
producers who may not like the re- 
strictions are warned that if they 
once withdraw from the Italian mar- 








Execs Abroad 





Arrival of J. A. McConville, 
Columbia’s foreign manager, 
and Arthur W. Kelly, United 
Artists’ foreign distribution 
head, in Europe during the 
next few weeks will bring the 
majority of American foreign 
managers to European soil this 
month. In addition te Mc- 
conville, Jack Cohn,  vice- 
president, and Jack Segal, aide 
to McConville, sail for England 
this week. Kelly departed last 
Saturday (29). 

In addition, John W. Hicks, 
Jr., Paramount foreign chief; 
Phil Reisman, RKO foreign 
executive; J. Cheever Cowdin, 
chairman of Universal; Jack 
Warner, WB vice-president, all 
are in. Europe presently while 
W. J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox 
foreign distribution head, now 
in South Africa, may stop off 
in England on his way back to 
U. S. in the next two months. 

Sam E. Morris, v.p. in charge 
of foreign distribution for WB, 
sailed from London Oct. 29. 
Morris went over for the open- 
ing of new Warner's cinema in 
London and to attend to other 
distribution matters. 


Fight for Cheap 
Aussie Admish 














Gains Ground 


Sydney, Oct. 12. 

Exhibitors are watching to see 
what happens in Perth, Western 
Australia, when the government acts 
to see that family nights and i2c. ad- 
missions are not eliminated. Many 
local exhibs, especially those in 
neighborhood spots, would like to 
take a fling and develop family biz. 
They claim this is impossible now 
because of agreement with distribu- 
tors not to cut admissions below 25c. 

However, Film Board of Trade, 
comprising distributor and exhibitor 
reps here, wants to have a standard 
film contract okayed that will ap- 
pease both sides. Sir Ben Fuller, 
who has operated a big circuit in 
New Zealand, believes that cheap 
admissions in that territory have 
helped develop family trade. Practice 
in N. Z. is to allow exhibitors to 
charge lower admission fee after a 
picture has been around 18 months. 
It’s not known here definitely 
whether lower admission campaign 
in Perth will have any effect in 
New South Wales. 








ket they will not be allowed to 
return, 

While Marchese Paulucci di Cal- 
boli, director of the agency, is in 
London and Paris to line up imports 
represer.tatives of American produc- 
ers here continue to be in the dark 
as to their future. Most of them 
here as distributors as well as rep- 
resentatives of American producers. 
With Italy’s monopoly, their distri- 
bution is automatically cut off. 


As for the Italians, they hope that | 


the centralizing of all import ar- 
rangements in the government’s 
hands will result in cutting down im- 
ports quantitatively, and improving 
them qualitatively. They believe the 
government-controlled agency will 
import only the number of films that 
it considers strictly necessary to sat- 
isfy the Italian market, thus guard- 
ing against exporting currency for 
‘superfluous’ imports. They also be- 
lieve that by centralizing the agency 
that selects foreign films for distri- 
bution, Italy will be assured getting 
the pick of the lot. Finally they 
hope a centralized import agency 
will have the. opportunity of arrang- 
ing good terms for the exportation 


| turns from the foreign territory. 





of Italian-made pictures. 
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‘DESPITE MATL 


AEST AIGTIONS 


Totali- | 


Quotas, Dictators, 
tarianisms and All the. 
Other Factors Augur Pes-| 
simistically—But, So Far, | 
American Enterprise in| 
Merchandizing Its Films | 
Has Managed to Circum- 
vent Many of the Hurdles 


—— 


EYE TO FUTURE NOW 





Despite wars, political upheavals, 
restrictions, quotas, nationalization 
edicts and other hindrances, Ameri- 
can picture companies are doing as 
well in the foreign market today as 
they were six months ago. New 
York home offices, including foreign 
department chief executives, have 
gone ahead outwitting all of these 
handicaps and showing more than 
ever before that New York is the 
business manager of the industry. 

The Italian situation is bad. No- 
body in the business can be found 
who will say otherwise, Returns are 
off in China, and nearly as bad in 
Japan. The Spanish conflict has 
pared revenue down to almost noth- 
ing in Spain. Germany has taken con- 
trol of Austria and parts of Czecho- 
slovakia, and there are indications 
of further spread of Nazi control. 
But despite all these disruptions of 
regular business, the enterprise 
shown by New York executives and 
salesmen on foreign soil have cir- 
cumvented these threats to net re- 


Some major companies, making up 
a large percentage of all foreign 
business, probably will end up Octo- 
ber with a slight increase in busi- 
ness from foreign countries as com- 








pared with six months ago. Others 
report business holding even while 
some, of course, are sagging below 
the spring income level. 

Gains 


Check with leading film companies 
shows gains in nations of the United 
Kingdom, France - Belgium, Scandi- 
navian countries, Latin-American 
territory and in several other lesser 
European nations. Dips in revenue 
are indicated in the Orient, Czecho- 
slovakia and other central European 
countries. 

While latest figures are not avail- 
able, following is a percentage sum- 
mary of foreign income obtained by 
leading American film companies 
with indicated check on trend of 
business at the close of October, per- 
centages shown being those of for- | 
eign total six months ago: 


United Kingdom 
Great Britain, 44.9% (business up). 
Australia, 12.3% (even). 
India and South Africa, 
(small gain). 
Total, 59.6%. 


Europe 
France-Belgium, 11.9% (increase). 
Italy, 24% (slightly off). 
Scandinavian countries, 4.2% (nice 

gain). 
Bulgaria, 
(even). 
Czechoslovakia, 1.4% (off). 
Holland, 1.7% (business better). 
Poland, Yugoslavia, Rumania, | 
Hungary and other nations of central 
Europe including Germany, 
(slightly lower). 
Total, 29.5%. 
Orient 
Japan, 1.4% (slightly off; delay in 
getting money out of country). 
China, 04% (off nearly 40%). 
Total, 18%. 
Latin-America 
South America, 63% ‘higher). 


2.4% 


Greece, Turkey, 1.2% 





3.1% | 


Central America, 2.9% (slightly 
better). 

Mexico, 1.4% -(even). 

Total, 10.6%. 


Miscellaneous countries including 
Philippines, 2.1% (off slightly). 
U. K.’s Marked Pickup 
Thus it will be seen.that in Eng- 
lish-speaking countries listed under 
United Kingdom, representing big- | 
gest percentage of foreign revenue, 





; annually which Col. 
| world-wide. 





Dietrich’s 1006 for Film Indicates 
Name Trend in France; Low Costs 
Of Production Challenges H’wood 





there has been a pickup in business. 
And that even in Europe, where in- 
come is reported off, from slightly 
to an alarming extent, some coun- 
tries are doing better and others are 
holding even. The France-Belgium 
area and Scandinavian countries, 
where income is better, represent 
about 60% of total revenue from 
European countries. Decline in 
Orient does not cut such a big figure 
because it represents such a small 
percentage of foreign revenue. Im- 
proved conditions prevail in Latin- 
American countries, representing 
nearly 11% of outside-U. S. gross re- 
turns. 

Indicative of enterprise by foreign 
departments is the manner in which 
department heads continue actively 
in contact with the situation by tour- 
ing various territories under their 
jurisdiction. By the middle of this 
month hardly a foreign distribution 
executive will be in New York, and 
those here are just getting back from 
foreign inspection jaunts, 

Italy a Sere Spot Now 

The sore spots just now are Italy, 
and threat of the Nazi ‘orbit’ ex- 
panding into other Central European 
countries. Hence, it is the probable 
direful future outlook that has the 
foreign film officials on their toes 
rather than present actualities. 

There is little or no change in the 
German situation. The three major 
companies—Paramount, 20th-Fox and 
Metro—continue doing business there 
on a limited scale, with delay in get- 
ting all funds out, but find limit- 
ed distribution, despite the restric- 
tions, still profitable enough to con- 
tinue operations. Companies which 
were not affected by German control 
continue going ahead in Austria and 
parts of Czechoslovakia, although 
admittedly it has cut into their rev- 
enue, 

One bright spot on the horizon in 
Europe is that the conflict in Spain 
may shortly be terminated. Always 
regarded as an excellent market, 
many companies have maintained 
skeleton branches wherever possible, 
and some distributors actually have 
been showing some revenue, though 
only about 10% of what it was. How- 
ever, they will be able to resume ac- 
tively as soon as warfare ceases and 
shipments into Spain are resumed. 
Principal cause for optimism is the 
demobilization of foreign enlisters in 
both the Loyalist and Insurgent 
ranks. 

Indicative of gains being made in 
some spots is the manner in which 
efforts have been made to enlarge 
the Latin-American market. At 
least three major companies this sea- 


(Continued on page 54) 





| Columbia-Moss-Graetz 


In 3-Way French Tieup 





Columbia will finance picture pro- 
duction in France in conjunction 
with Paul Graetz of the Paris Ex- 
port Co. Latter sailed for Europe 


| last week to line up producers and 
|a schedule of four to six bi-linguals 


will distribute 
This deal, which will 


| now definitely establish Columbia in 


French production, as well as British, 
was preceded by a takeover of eight 
French pictures for distribution in 
America. 

Deal for handling the pictures in 
the U. S. was originally sold by 
Graetz to B. S. Moss’ newly formed 
Empress Pictures, but due to a hitch 
in Moss’ plans and a desire to con- 
fine himself hereafter solely to 
financing foreign production and 
operating theatres, Columbia agreed 
to sell some or all the films, includ- 
ing ‘Life Dances On’ (‘Carnet du 
Bal’). 

Moss continues his financial asso- 
ciation with Graetz and will sail for 
Europe this week to confer with the 


i latter in Paris. 





Paris, Oct. 168. 

The recent deal for around $100,- 
000, plus percentage, to Marlene 
Dietrich for her bi-lingual to be 
made here next spring for Forrester- 
Parant Films, keynotes a new trend 
in French film production. It’s 
predicated primarily on a realization 
that since current film costs here 
are so low, France can well afford 


to extend itself on name talent— 
heretofore unknown here, and yet 
come out successfully. This, despite 


the limited markets. 

This healthy margin is permitted 
since there aren’t the same stagger- 
ing charges for executives, directors 
and general overhead here, as in 
Hollywood. In the case of Jack For- 
rester’s company going so fancifully 
for a Dietrich, there is the already 
known added advantage of making 
the film in both French and English. 
There are many other elements in 
the general economic scheme of 
things here that are not to be over- 
looked. 

Thirdly, there are the lower taxes 
for the artists. Compared te the 
50% to 60% (for the upper bracket 
earners) which a Hollywood star 
has to shell out to cover all taxes 
there, the total comes to about 15% 
in France. 

Fourthly, since studio costs are not 
nearly as high as those in America, 
the best equipped studios here—and 
that means with modern American 
equipment—can be had for prices 
far below what it would cost inde- 
pendent producer to turn out a pic- 
ture in Hollywood. 

Fifthly, which goes a long way 
towards the Continental, South 
American and other world markets, 
the censor is far more lenient here. 
Rigors imposed by the censors at 
home are often ridiculed by Conti- 
nental audiences and in many places 
dc the Yank product no good out- 
side of the United States. Life is 
life, and ali the world ought to know 
it, say the French, so allow it to be 
shown as such. 

Ne High-Priced Execs 

First and by far the French indus- 
try is not overloaded with tre- 
mendously high-priced executives 
making a continual heavy over!:ead 
thet is carried continuously regard- 
less of how many pictur.: are pro- 
duced. French companies are small 
by comparison with relatively few 
higherups commanding salaries that’ 
anywhere compare with Hollywood. 
They are geared so that when rro- 
duction stops the big expenses halt, 
too, with long-term, non-productive 
contracts being out also. 

Salaries paid meggers here—and 
they have some good ones—in no 
way compare with those in America. 
And as the companies are small, the 
meggers are given a better chance to 
turn out good pictures, 


VIENNA SHOW BIZ LOW 
WITH SEASON’S OPENING 


Vienna, Oct. 20. 

In the wake of ‘anschluss’ and the 
fact it’s now what would normally 
be the start of the season, Vienna 
represents a very drab aspect these 
days. The traditionally gay capital 
is virtually a fifth-rate town. 

Only three legits are open, film 
production is nil, there’s been no 
original play by an Austrian drama- 
tist for two years and 90% of the 
cinemas are exhibiting last year’s 
made-in Germany ptfctures. 


Hellman in U. S. 


Marcél Hellman, of Criterion 
Films, Ltd. has arrived in’ New 
York from London to confer with 
Mack Littman, N. Y. rep on distri- 
bution of ‘Double Crime on the 











Maginot Line.’ , 

Hellman goes west later this wetk 
to discuss new production deals in 
England. 
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ON THE SCREEN...ON THE AIR... 


ae . Thursday, November 3rd eee : 
While opening day crowds are storming Radio City Music Hall to see David 


O. Selznick’s first picture of the season, millions from coast to coast will be 
listening over the C.B.S. Network from 8 to 9 P.M. to Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
in a tabloid preview of the production on the popular KATE SMITH HOUR. 
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SELZNICK INTERNATIONAL Presents 


JANET GAYNOR-DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS.» 
PAULETTE GODDARD 


TE YOUNG IN BUBAURI 


ROLAND YOUNG 
BILLIE BURKE 


HENRY STEPHENSON and introducing RICHARD CARLSON pirected by RICHARD WALLACE 
Based on the Saturday Evening Post Serial, “THE GAY BANDITTI” by 1. A. R. WYLIE 


Produced by DAVID 0. SELZNICK 


Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 
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Artists and Models 
Abroad 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Paramount release of Arthur Hornblow, 

jr. production. Stars Jack Benny and Joan 

Bennett; features Mary Boland, 

Grapewin, Yacht Club _ Boys, 

Directed by Mitchell Leisen, 


Charley 
Fritz Feld. 
Screenplay 


by Heward Lindsay, Russell Crouse, Ken 
Englund; from original story by Lincusay 
and Crouse, based on idea by J. P. Me- 


Evoy. Songs by Ralph Rainger and Leo 
Robin, Yacht Club Boys and Jock Rock. 
Musical direction, Boris Morros; camera, 
Tea Tetztaff; asst. director, Richard Har- 
lan; special effects, Farciot KEdouart; edi- 
tor, Donne Harrison. Previewed at West- 
wood Village, Oct. 25, ’38. Running time, 
90 mins 


pe ee) | Serer ar ee Jack Benny 
Patricia Harper......ceccccess Joan Bennett 
Mrs. Isabel Channing......... Mary Boland 
James Harper.....cseees Charley Grapewin 
Vues Club BOy@...ccoccsesccess Themselves 
SE os eck ctesebakdnd b4adaune Fritz Feld 
WEASIS bo ccccecccccsccoscees Phyllis Kennedy 
Gantvoort ........eeeee+-.+-Monty Woolley 
Eiiett Winthrop........ George P. Huntley 
CHIGHIG 2 ccccccccccccccceseced Joyce Compton 
Madame Brissard...Adrienne D’Ambricourt 
TE oc oe twee heeeleeanseced Andre Cheron 
CUMMMBONE acc cccccecicoses Jules Raucourt 
Prefect of Police........ Georges Renavent 
PRD ce wc cc cceesdbiceevecs Chester Clute 
Comme Vausilly ..ccesscccecscosed Alex Melesh 
Bin ca6s enue oecetebauete Dolores Casey 
PROG ccc ccccccccccccesceecees Sjeila Darcy 
BUG db cboscccceceeteeeesencecs Yvonne Duval 
Kansas .....ccccccccccece. marie De Forest 
Silee OUNCE «0.6 6:05:460%40008 00 Gwen Kenyon 
JOTHEY osc cccccvcccccveccecs Joyce Mathews 
Pg «00.4 606 B66 en ee ent E> Mary Parker 





This is Paramount’s second annual | 
edition of the ‘Artists and Models’ 
series. Original was decidedly a 
filmusical, with numerous specialties, 
but the studio has shied away from 
the main ingredients which charac- 
terized its predecessor and, instead, 
‘Artists and Models Abroad’ is 
straight farce comedy. The models 
in a fashion show and the artists are 
missing entirely. Despite its de- 

arture from formula, it’s substantial 
augh entertainment that will hit 
better than average biz. Jack Benny 
dominates most of the acticn, and 
scores continually with crisp and 
zippy dialog. 

Benny heads a troupe of American 
entertainers stranded in Paris. Texas 
oil millionaire Charley Grapewin 
and his daugiiter, Joan Bennett, are 
recruited into the group under im- 
pression they, too, are penniless 
Americans. Tossed out of a hotel, 
troupe beds down in Feminine Arts 
building, giving Benny a chance to 
promote the girls into the fashion 
show. Missing jewels bring. the 
gendarmes for further complications, 
but troupe finally starts homeward 
after a mad mixup is untangled. 

Romance between Benny and Miss 
Bennett is held in restraint, affair is 
sincerely put over but without get- 
ting into clinches. Benny _ has 
dropped enough poundage to make 
his leading man role convincing. 
Miss Bennett parades an eye-filling 
wardrobe throughout. 

The Yacht Club Boys have a few 
snots for some effective clowning, 
and Charley Grapewin, Mary Boland, 
Joyce Compton and Phyllis Kennedy 
are likewise effective. 

Yarn was especially tailored for 
Benny, and most effectively. Mitchell 
Leisen’s direction is topnotch, and 
he carries the picture through at a 
speedy pace. Photography hits a 


high mark of quality, and Paris 
backgrounds are of exceptional 
merit. 


Fashion tableaux in the Palace of 
Feminine Arts is a dazzling display 
of creations by the noted Parisian 
couturiers — Alix, Paquin, Lanvin, 
Patou, Lelong, lili, Maggy 
Rouff and Worth. 

Musical portion is restricted to 
four numbers, a specialty by the 
Yacht Club Boys, written by them 
selves, two songs, and one number 
used as background during the fash- 
ion show. No production presenta- 
tions aside from the clothes show. 
Specialty by the Yachters is ‘You’re 
Broke, Seu Dope’; pair of melodies 
are ‘Do the Buckaroo’ and ‘What 
Have You Got That Gets Me?’, by 
Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin, dove- 


played. 
names, will draw enthusiastic press 
and word-of-mouth comment and it 
will be intensely satisfying to audi- 
ences. It can’t miss. 

Selznick originally sought Maude 
Adams for this film, and when that 
deal fell through, recruited Minnie 

from legit to make her 
screen debut as the gentle, endear- 
ing old heroine of the story. Obvi- 
ously she hasn’t anything like the 
Maude Adams name, but it would 
be hard to imagine a more sensitive 
and beguiling performance than 
Miss Dupree gives. Without magni- 
fying the part unduly, she makes the 
character of the old woman the 
center of interest. It’s hardly spec- 
tacular enough to make Miss Dupree 
a star, but it should definitely estab- 
lish her in pictures. 

Understood the original ending of 
the picture was the same as in the 
Wylie story, with the death of the 
kindly old spinster. But it drew un- 
favorable audience reaction at sev- 
eral sneak previews on the Coast, 
so Selznick called back the cast to 
make a happier denouement. The 
present ending has the old woman 
surviving to make her home with 
the family of likable and no longer 
no-accounts she has befriended. If 
that is artistically untrue, it is at 
— commercially better showman- 
shi 


‘ 


. 


p 
he Young in Heart’ takes its 


title from the little old woman 


whose pathetic eagerness for com- | 


panionship touches the affections of 
a conniving and indolent family. 
When she meets them on a Paris 
train after they have been exposed 
and expelled from a Riviera resort, 
she is captivated by their tall tales 
of troubles and delighted with their 
courage in their predicament. 

It is the simple and’ rather wistful 
paradox of the story. of course, that 
while the tiny old heroine sees her 
sponging guests as ‘young in heart,’ 
it is actually she who is so. And 
it is this young in heart quality in 
her that endears her to the grafting 
family and eventually brings about 
their reformation. It is this quality, 
too, which permeates the whole 
story, which has enchanted the di- 
rector and cast and which will be 
irresistibly winning to an audience. 

Under Richard Wallace’s direction, 
the fragile story is never permitted 
to lapse into bathos. The humor and 
ser.timent is ingeniously biended so 
that the picture is gay without being 
arch, and tender without being 
saccharine. Its characters are human 
and. true and it is shot through with 
laughter, yet it will leave, as they 
say, not a dry eye in the house. 

Acting of the entire cast is superb. 
Janet Gaynor and Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., sparkle as the pseudo- 
thick-skinned children of the worth- 
less family, while Roland Young and 
Billie Burke are brilliant as the 
parents who are soft-hearted in spite 
of their worst intentions. Paulette 
Goddard hasn’t much acting to do 
as a clear-eyed girl in love with 
Fairbanks, but she is an eye-filler 
aud possesses an exciting sereen per- 
sonality. Richard Carlson is a con- 
vincing Scotch swain of Miss Gay- 
nor’s, while Henry Stephenson clicks 
as the old woman’s lawyer, and Eily 
Malyon and Tom Rickets score as 
servants. Technically, the picture is 
well made except for some _ un- 
realistic process shots of a _ train 
wreck. ’ Hobe. 


Just Around the Corner 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
20th-Fox release of David H 
preduction. Stars Shirley Temple; features 
Joan Davis, Charles Farrell, Amanda Duff. 
Directed by Irving Cummings. Screenplay 
by Ethel Hill, J. P. McEvoy and Darrell 
Ware from criginal story by Paul Gerard 
Smith. Songs, Walter Bulleeck and Harold 
Spina; camera, Arthur Miller; editor, Wal- 
ter Thompson; musical direction, Louis 
Silvers. Previewed at Alexander, Glen- 


tailed into the action. Both tunes | dale, Oct. 28; '38. Running time, 70 mins. 
are limited to one verse and chorus| penny....................--Shirley Temple 
each, handled by Benny, the Yacht | Kitty................e.seee scene Joan Davis 
Clubbers and showsgirls. They’re oe WEEETTLITTITTIT TTT One See 
planted nicely without background Pec eeseerseesese @ecresesese 

- p on  FEPTET TTC ET Te Bill Robinson 
flash and put over primarily as part |Gus...........00000 0. Bert Lahe 
of the action. *You’re Levely | Waters..............00+: Franklin Pangborn 
Madame’ is the vocal ensemble num- | Aunt Julia Ramsby...... Cora Witherspoon 
ber and has the best chance for pop S. G. Henshaw....Claude Gillingwater, Sr. 


appeal. 

Paramount gave the picture top 
production mounting. Sets are elabo- 
rate, but do not ct from action 
and story movement, 


THE YOUNGIN HEART 


United Artists release of David O. Selz- 
nick production. Stars Janet Gaynor. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Paulette Goddard; 
features Roland Young, Billie Burke. Di- 
rected by Richard Wallace. Screenplay by 
Paul Osborne, from story by I. A, . 
Wylie; camera, Leon Shamroy. teviewed 
in Projection Room, N. Y., Oct. 29, '38. 
Running time, 91 mins. 
George-Ann Carleton Janet Gaynor 
— Carleton....Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
sesiie 











Mae 6 0.066 0546066406668 Paulette Goddard 
Col, Anthony Carleton........ Roland Young 
PR ore Billie Burke 
Duncan McCrae.....,..00.. Richard Carlson 
ST ORONIND, « cccccesecs ence Minnie Dupree 
Mr, Anstruther........... Henry Stephenson 
Adela Jennings............. Margaret Early 
Mr. Jenmings........+seee0+. Charles Halton 
Ms So vi.cnedbackedsckdesien Eily Malyon 
SK kibose ct deedeadeadncedts Tom Rickets 
Lucille Be 6 e0ssescebeedeeosseceeenss Lya Lys 
Kennel Proprietor.............. Billy Bevan 

This is a beautiful and deeply 


touching picture which has every- 
thing to 


Skilfully adapted from I A. R. 


Wylie’s poignant magazine stary, it | 
has been tastefully produced, sympa- | with Joan Davis, Bert 


insure boxoffice success. | 


Milton Ramsby Bennie Bartlett 


Brno Cicc cc ccttccnees Hal K. Dawson 
Candid Cameraman....... Charles Williams 
OD . SU en ccnedeotesseces Eddy Conrad 
T Hughes 
Henshaw’s Assistants.... Sonnibe Caléwell 
CWGRGBIIR,. 2.0 ccc cccccce Marilyn KnowlHMen 





Shirley Temple continues to shine 
as a top attraction who can play a 
happy tune at the boxoffice. Her 
latest offering is topflight for general 
all-around entertainment. 
bines a_ fairly 
good tunes, capable cast and direc- 
tion, dances by Bill Robinson, and 
Shirley Temple's merry trouping in 
and out of trouble. 


Youngster is unquestionably get- | 


ting more mature, and, in growing 
older, Shirley seems to be under 
stress of acting rather than being 
natural. Perhaps the dialog, too 
advanced for her age, creates the lat- 
ter impression in this production. She 


is undoubtedly starting to reach those | 5 


formative years which will be a 
problem for the studio to bridge suc- 
cessfully. 

Shirley really gives out when she 


/ has a chance to deliver a song or 


dance. -In this one, youngster has 
two songs which develop into dance 
routines with Bill Robinson. First, 
‘This Is a Happy Little Ditty,’ starts 
Lahr and 


thetically directed and persuasively Shirley, latter singing the number, 


It has potent marquee. 
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Mimature Reviews 

‘Artists and Medels Abread’ 
(Par). Jack Benny-Joan Ben- 
nett in fast farce comedy. Sub- 
Stantial b. o. 

‘The Young in Heart’ (UA). 
Sentimental drama, vastly 
touching and entertaining. 

‘Just Around the Corner’ 
(20th). Shirley Temple in high- 
ly entertaining picture geared 
for excellent take. 

‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th). 
Strong comedy and good action 
combine for high entertain- 
ment value and b.o. 

‘I Stand Accused’ (Rep). Un- 
derworld action drama. Okay 
for duals. 

‘The Great 





Waltz’ (M-G) 
Luise Rainer and Fernand 
Gravet in romantic fable set 
to Strauss’ music. 

‘Blondie’ (Col). Clicko series 
for Columbia with pop cartoon- 
strip characters. 

*The Storm’ (U). Class B he- 
man melodrama with Charlies 
Bickford, Barton MacLane, Tom 
Brown and others; O.K. dualer. 

‘Man with 100 Faces’ (G-B). 
Commonplace crook meller that 
maintains fair interest. No name 
rating; for the duals. 











and then Robinson appears for an 
effective tap duo with the starlet. 
‘I Love to Walk in the Rain’ is ef- 
fectively staged, .and after young 
Miss Temple finishes the song, Rob- 
inson comes on for further foot- 
work with the star. Both tunes have 
a good chance for popular appeal. 

With Joan Davis, Lahr, Pangborn, 
Cora Witherspoon and Gillingwater 
in the cast, the fine script and capa- 
ble direction get plenty of the group. 

Plot is rather unimpressive and 
subordinated mainly to provide all 
with comedy opportunities. Se- 
quences are good for plenty of laughs 
and give logical basis to the song and 
dance numbers. 

Shirley is called home from board- 
ing school when Charles Farrell, her 
father, loses his fortune. Farrell 
becomes engineer. of the swank 
apartment where he formerly lived 
in the thouse. Latter is leased 
by Gilli ater, irascible tycoon, 
who moves his relatives in. Shirley 


gets under the tough exterior of the | 


old man to finally promote Farrell 
into another start as an architect, 
and also picks up Amanda Duff for 
a step-mother while ironing out the 
family difficulties. 

Joan Davis and Bert Lahr are in 
for laughs, and deliver topnotch 
comedy as the maid-chauffeur ro- 
mantic team. Farrell gives a stand- 
ard performance as Shirley’s father, 
while Miss Duff, relative newcomer 
to films, is capable as the love in- 
terest opposite Farrell, displaying 
spark of screen personality that pro- 
vides consideration for further de- 
velopment. 

Bill Robinson, as doorman, is 
in mainly for his specialties. In ad- 
dition to the two numbers with 
Shirley, he has a song and dance 
routine of his own, with background 
of eight hoofers. Bill delivers a 
snappy song, ‘Buttons and Epau- 

* and then goes into some 
of the fancy tap dancing for which 
he is noted. ; 
Franklin Pangborn is the jittery 

t manager, with Cora 
itherspoon the  socially-minded 
sister of Gillingwater. Latter is fine 
as the gruff-and-grumble millionaire 
who is softened by Shirley’s wiles. 
Bennie Bartlett handles a difficult 
part of wealthy kid who goes rough- 
neck in fine fashion. 

Irving Cummings maintains 2 
smooth continuity in unfolding the 
story, creating a fast pace that 
swings along merrily to climax in 
a zippy finish. Picture has been 
given top production facilities as be- 
fits its status of top A calibre. 


SUBMARINE PATROL 


26th-Fox release of Gene Markey pro- 
duction. Features Richard Greene, Nancy 
Kelly, Preston Foster, George Bancroft, 
Slim Summerville, John Carradine, Henry 
Armetta, Warren Hymer, Douglas Fowley, 
J. Farrell MacDonald and Maxie Rosen- 
bloom. Directed by John Ford. From book 
by Ray Mitholland; adaptation, Rian 
James, Darrell Ware and Jack Yetlen; 
editor, Robert Simpson; camera, Arthur 
Miller. Reviewed at U. S. Naval Academy, 
Annapolis, Oct. 30, "38. Running time, 95 


. | mins. 
It com | Perry Townsend 


Richard Greene 


logical story with | susan Leeds............::....Nancy Kelly | 
Lieut. J. G. Drak@..coccsces Preston Foster 
Captain Leeds.......00..-. George Bancroft 
1 BOREAS. cccccccvccessoeves Slim Summerville 
MCATMISOR. ccccecesecvcccccd John Carradine 
BURG 6605 60006 von oa beeedisrege Joan Valerie 
RAMS. cicccdccccsctstecape Henry Armetta 
ROCKY 6 csc sesssesscccccces Warren Hymer 
| ET Pe rere Douglas Fowley 
| REE ones vccesvedics J. Farrell MacDonald 
BOO TUE « -esedseds sscen Maxie Rosenbloom 
Johemp Mie. .ccccccccccsscccee Dick Hogan 
Bie. Primagle..ccoccsccccovesccess E. E. Clive 
GRRE oc cec cc cvccccccescesesgesese Ward Bond 
ROMY .ccccccccescvoseoees: Charles Tannen 
BOEMD cocvccee e68660eese0 Robert Lowery 
BEVORG oc cdaceccevees cies cy George E. Stone 
PORORIRE ons eccd decent veces: Elisha Cook, Jr. 


Guns MePeek.....cccccccceesd Jack Pennick 
Rear Admiral Joseph Maitland 

Charles Trowbridge 
Captain Wilee®.....ccscccece. Moroni Olsen 
Grainger Harry Strang 
Chaplain Victor Varcort 


eee eee eee eee eee 





Packing a powerful comedy wal- 
lop, backed up by good action ma- 
terial romance that is 


a 
secondary to both but acceptable, 


!*‘Submarine Patrol’ is surefire film 
entertainment directed by a veteran 
who knows all the tricks, John Ford, 
and played by a cast of featured 
players who fill the requirements 
very aptly. Although there are no 
star names in the large roster of 
artists, the picture is good boxoffice 
and should show ex nt r x 

Gene Markey produced from a 
script that is virtually foolproof. 
Even if the romantic portion isn’t as 

| heart-tugging as they come, being 
subservient to the submarine activity 

and the comedy, it acts as quite 

_ adequate flavoring for the ingredients 
forming the base of the story. 

The sub-chasers, four of which are 
still in service in the U. S. Navy, be- 
ing quartered at Annapolis, made up 
what became known as the ‘splinter 
fleet.” (That was this film’s original 


| title.) They are little wooden boats | 


| 110 feet long and weighing only 50 
ton which get tossed around on 
the water like corks. They came into 
being in 1917 when the U. S. found 
| it couldn’t turn out enough destroy- 


|ers to chase the U-boats and their | 


| crews, hastily recruited, were often 
of the greenest brand. A lot of the 
shoe-box boats became rum runners, 
being highly powered. The four left 
at Annapolis were used in the film- 
ing of the picture, location shots on 
which were taken here. 


| A perusal of the cast gives a handy | 


hint as to the varying types of com- 
jedy. It includes Maxie Rosenbloom. 
| Slim Summerville, Henry Armetta 
| Warren Hymer, Douglas Fowley 
| George F. Stone and a couple lessers 
who ably hold up the assignment. 
|Almost more than anything else, 
|‘Submarine Patrol’ is a comedy and 
might be sold in that direction as 
strongly as from the angle that it’s 
an accurate account of what the 
‘splinter feet’ meant. 

Richard Greene, as a chief petty 
officer on one of the pillbox boats, 
and Nancy Kelly, daughter of a 
freighter’s captain, are paired for 
love interest. Both are newcomers 
and beth acquit themselves credit- 
ably. Miss Kelly is a comer without 
any doubt. A ing, wholesome 
type free from glamour, 
she’s a stage recruit last in ‘Susan 
and God.’ Bancroft stages a pro- 
pitious return te impertant screen 
parts as the captain of a freighter 
carrying munitions abroad. He does 
a tough mariner who uses his fists 
aplenty in expressing dissatisfaction 
over his daughter’s yen for Greene, 
and vice versa. The script reforms 
him for the finish in order that the 
romance may be brought to conclu- 
sion 


Twe exceedingly well directed war 
scenes, in which a s r figures, 
‘are included,’ one in which a dread- 
ed U-boat destroyer of history is 
wiped out in battle. Stiffness of 





, looking rather nondescript. 
| interest in the theme of this film has 
about worn off b 
‘be counted on to 


naval discipline, even after victories, 
contrasts with the lighter comic side 
of the picture for an effective bal- 
anee. Foster is the stern commander 
of one of the boats. MacDonald his 
less rigid mate. Both turn in fine 
performances, but in the final anal- 
ysis it is Summerville who is the 
most interesting member of the cast. 


I STAND ACCUSED 


Republic release of John A. Auer produc- 





tion. Features Lyle Talbot, Robert Cum- 
mings, Helen Mack, Robert Paige. Directed 
by John A. Auer. Original screenplay by 
ordon Kahn; additional » lex 
Gottlieb; camera, Jack Marta; ‘itor, 
Murray Seltdeen. Previewed in Protection 
Room, Oct. 27. Running time, 63 mins. 
4, Meee easveace ---Robert Cummings 
Alison oer e rece ere eee eee ee eee es len Mack 
Eastman ceccscercesescscese -.-.Lyle Talbot 
Paul Thomas 
.Gordon Jones 
-Robert Paige 
««-.-- Leona Roberts 
..Robert Middlemass 
Gilroy ...... eeveccceses Thomas FE. Jackson 
BIOL pc ccccciccccccecccnae John Hamilton 
THEIDOEE orc cccccccccsenes Howard Hickman 
BG, GROUB. ccc ee ccsecececcoess Harry Stubbs 
OE. ad cscs veeecsscecstunes Robert Strange 





Fictionized but not factual version 
of the slot machine racket, based on 
career of a ‘kid mouthpiece,’ a la 
Dixie Davis, which comes a little 
late to startle anyone or throw a new 
light on racketeering lawyers. Pic- 
ture is satisfactory for dual bills but 

more 


Yarn deals with ambitious Black- 
stones fresh out of law school. Two 
pals decide to open a law office to- 
gether. Cummings is determined to 
get ahead in his chosen profession, 
regardless. His partner- has high 
ideals and wants to practice that way 
despite fact the firm is in hock and 
without a client for over four months 
One gets mixed up with a killer 
working for the respectable hi 
up, who is deep in the slot machine 
extortion game. Getting in deeper 
and deeper but achieving a rep for 
astute victories, he alienates his wife, 
mother and partner, the more suc- 
cessful he becomes. Latter goes over 
to law and order and becomes an 
assistant d.a. out to clean up the 
racket. 
'ing to fight against his pal and ex- 
| partner, especially as he meets with 
little success and loses case after 
case, Eventually the ‘kid mouth- 
piece’ turns evidence for his former 
pal in the d.a.’s office. 

Talbot and Cummings turn in fine 
| work. Helen Mack is so-so but could 
| have had better costuming. 

Script is implausible when it comes 
| to detail, several glaring inconsis- 
| tencies being bound to cause fans to 
| take notice. Production detail and 
| settings are flone too realistic, even 
a luxurious apartment background 
Topical 








now and cannot 
ring ‘em in. 


What makes it tough is hav- | 
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THE GREAT WALTZ 


Metro production ani release. Stars 
Luise Rainer, Fernand Gravet, Miliza Kor- 
; features Hugh Herbert and Lionel 
Atwill. Directed by Julien Duvivier. 
| Sereenplay by Samuel Hoffenstein and Wal- 


| ter Reisech from an original by Gottfried 
| Reinhardt; music of Johann Strauss If 
adapved and arranged by Dimitri Tiom‘:in;: 


| lyrics by Osgar Hammerstein II; musical 
direction by Arthur Gutman; dances, Al- 
| bertina Raseh; editor, Tom Held; cam- 
era, Joseph Ruttenberg. Reviewed in Pro- 
jection Room, N. Y., Oct. 31, '88. Running 


, time, 107 mins. 

|Poldi VogeMawber.............. Luise Rainer 
Johann Strauss............. IFernand Gravet 
Carla Donmer................Miliza Korjus 
lee, Oe eee Hugh Herbert 
Count Hohenfricd............. Lionel Atwill 
COGN oc 40 Cth cebvmebescccsl ss c08 Curt Bois 
| SES oe Leonid Kinsky 

| COMMaa’s s'v:00 caueeeeeerecexivadctd Al Shean 

Mrs. Hofbauer..............Minna Gombell 

| SOMME cb pan dse8s o0scce oe George Houston 

| VGQOTRIE Ch eh ook neciisceadcn Bert Roach 
Mrs. Vogellwber.............. Greta Mever 
RINNE Sn oS aiaens Wcxeoae Herman Bing 
Mres, Strauss.................Alma Kruger 


Franz Joseph 


: Henry Hull 


WUC CMMOIS ¢ oh Kb hh s 6 para dSle de Sig Rumann 
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| ‘The Great Waltz’ is loaded with 
tuneful, lilting waltz music. It con- 
stitutes a field day for music lovers 
| plus elegant entertainment. It also 
carries the. burden of _ introduc- 
| ing a cinema unknown, Miliza Kor- 
| jus, operatie singer, and Julien Duvi- 
vier, French director, to American 
audiences. The picture should click 
nicely because it has the ingredients 
and -pace to please if the public is 
properly sold. In these swingeroo 
days the ‘waltz’ part may slow down 
tanticipated b.o. enthusiasm. How- 
| ever, Metro has already started an 
jadvamee campaign to make America 
waltz-minded in a ‘bring-back-the- 
waltz’ exploitation ballyhoo. 

Producers have been nearly two 
years on this film, but the extra ef- 
fort shows in the nicety with which 
its many component parts fit to- 
gether. It is. Luise Rainer who makes 
‘The Great Waltz.’ She surpasses 
previous efforts im toto. 

While primarily a fanciful tale of 
Johann Strauss 2d’s rise in the mu- 
sical firmament, entire plot has been 
constructed around his outstandinz 
works. That the numerous waltzes 
Strauss composed are not dragged in 
amd overdone is almost entirely due 
to Duvivier’s skillful direction and 
the care taken by his assistants. The 
French director has made the: story 
the thing, even in a musical where- 
in a new tune is seemingly intro- 
duced every 10 minutes. 

The youthful Strauss is shown 
quitting. his job in a Vienna banking 
house to carry on as a musician, first 
as a director of his own neighbor- 
hood orchestra playing his newest 
compositions, and then as a com- 
poser whose waltz tunes are recog- 
nized even in official court circles, 
something unheard of in those days. 

Strauss marries the baker’s daugh- 
ter soon after he wins his first suc- 
cess. His part in the short-lived 
revolution figures importantly and 
serves to develop romance with the 
opera singer, Carla Donner. It is 
thte sudden decision to fight for her 
mate, after months of self-sacrifice, 
that takes i Rainer (Mrs. 
Strauss) storming backstage after 
the successful premiere of his first 
opera. 

Miliza Korjus, originally from cen- 
tral Europe, was discovered at the 
Covent London. On her 
rests the burden of singing the best 
mas of the film. f 

er operatic voice is sufficient to 
do full justice to such numbers as 
‘Tales of Vienna Woods.’ There'll 








k | Come a Time, ‘One Day When We 


Were Young’ and music from ‘Dfe 
Fledermaus.” There also is the ex- 
ceptional imstrumental playing of 
‘Blue Danube’ and other waltz tunes 
including, ‘I Love Vienna. The 
song, ‘One Day,’ apparently an origi- 
nal, shows promise of becoming a 
current waltz hit. Not cast in a thor- 
oughly sympathetic role, La Kor- 
jus suffers at times from photo- 
graphic angles and does not arouse 
as much excitement as obviously 
was intended. One question that 
may be raised in the public’s mind 
is why some better known (to Amer- 
ica) singer was not placed in the 


role. 

Gottfried Reinhardt’s original has 
been nicely adapted by Samuel Hof- 
fenstein and Walter Reisch, geared 
to swifter tempo for cinematic rea- 
sons. Their story has been accord- 
ed elaborate and tasteful back- 
grounds, with the ballets bv Alber- 
tina Rasch, the Vienna music hall 
and operatic scenes as standouts. 

Musical direction by Arthur Gut- 

mann is superb, while the lyrics by 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d and adapta- 
tions of Strauss music by Dmitri 
Tiomkin are in the best tradition of 
|the two. Joseph Ruttenberg’s photo- 
| graphic work is a highlight of the 
| whole production. 
Besides Luise Rainer’s sterling 
portrayal of the adoring wife of the 
| composer, Fernand Gravet does sur- 
'prisingly well as the younger Strauss. 
| With both feminine leads speaking 
| with that foreign accent, the polished 
English of Gravet seems a bit out of 
place. Burden of romantic scenes 
res ton his shoulders and he comes 
|through with elan. His singing 
| measures up also. 

Trio is backed by a strong sup- 
porting cast. Hugh Herbert, in the 
role of music publisher, gives one 
of his more subdued comic portray- 
als. Jionel Atwill makes a stalwart 
court attache in love with Carla, the 
opera singer. One of his better per- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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‘SUEZ OPENED > 
OVER THE 
| WEEK-END IN 

35 IMPORTANT 
SPOTS, AND 
| IN EVERY ONE 
OF THEM IT | 

y SURPASSED THE 
| RECORD OF ‘IN 
OLD CHICAGO’ 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety pres ents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing 


companies for the current quarterly period, Date of reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
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WEEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
8/19/38 CONVICTED Col Col Meller R. Hayward-C. Quigley Leon Barsha 50 8/24 
/ BLOCK-HEADS Hal Roach MGM Comedy Laurel and Hardy John Blystone 55 8/31 
GIVE ME A SAILOR Jeff Lazarus Par Comedy . M. Raye-B. Hope-B. Grable Elliott Nugent* 80 7/27 
SMASHING THE RACKETS B. P..Fineman RKO Meller C. Merris-F.- Mercer Lew Landers 68 8/10 
A ROMANTIC ROGUE John H. Auer Rep Rom- Dr RR. Nevarre-M. Marsh John H. Auer 
ALEX ANDER’S RAGTIME BAND H. J. Brown 20th Musical T. Power-A. Faye-Ameche Henry King 105 6/1 
8/26/38 MARIE ANTOINETTE H. Stromberg MGM Drama N. Shearer-T.. Power - W. S. Van Dyke 160 7/13 
SPAWN OF THE NORTH Al Lewin Par Outdoor G. Raft-H. Fenda-Lamour Henry Hathaway ne 8/24 
BREAKING THE ICE Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-C, Bugegles Edward Cline 80 9/7 
TENTH AVENUE KID Harry Grey Rep Meller B. Cabot-B. ‘Roberts - B’nard Vorhaus 56 831 
SPEED TO BURN Jerry Hoffman 20th Sports M. Whalen-L. Bari Otto Brower 60 68 
<i is BOY MEETS GIRL Sam _ Bischoff WwB Comedy Cagney-O’Brien-M. Wilson Lloyd Bacon 86 8 31 
9/2/38 PHANTOM GOLD Co! Col Western J. Luden-B. Marion Joe Levering 54 9/23 ~* 
* AM THE LAW Everett Riskin Col Meller E. G. Robinson-W. Barrie Al Hall 99 8/31 
THREE LOVES HAS NANCY Norman Krasna MGM Rom-Dr Montgomery-Gaynor-Tone R. Thorpe 67 9/7 
UNDER THE BIG TOP Wm. T. Lackey Mono Rom-Dr A. Nagel-J. LaRue Karl Brown 63 9/14 
SING, YOU SINNERS Wesley Ruggles Par Com-Rom B. Crosby-F.. MacMurray Wesley Rules 88 8/17 
CAREFREE Pandro Berman RKO Musical F. Astaire-G. Rogers Mark Sandrich 83 8/31 
THE HIGGINS FAMILY Sol C. Siegel Rep Comedy J. Gleason-L. Gleason Gus Meins 62 9/7 
BILLY THE KID RETURNS Chas. Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-S. Burnette Joe Kane 56 9/21 
MY LUCKY STAR Harry J. Brown 20th Mus-Rom Henie-R. Greene-Romero Roy Del Ruth 90 9/14 
FRESHMAN YEAR Geo. Bilson U Comedy D. Dunbar-E. Truex-Lundigan Frank McDonzld 65 9/21 
FOUR’S A CROWD David Lewis wa Com-Rom R. Russell-E. Flynn Michael Cur**z 95 8/17 
9/9/38 THE LADY OBJECTS Wm. Perlberg Col Com-Rom G. Stuart-L. Ress Erle C. Kenton ..- Sees Te 
. COLORADO TRAIL Col Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam _ Nelson 54 11/2 
BOY’S TOWN John Considine MGM Drama S. Tracy-M. Rooney-Hull N. Taurog 96 9/7 
STARLIGHT OVER TEXAS Ed Finney Mono Western Tex Ritter-C, LaRoux Al Herman 38 9/91 
IN OLD MEXICO Harry Sherman Par Western W Boyd-G. Hayes Edw.D.Ventv rini 62 9/28 
AFFAIRS OF ANNABEL Lou Lusty RKO Comedy J. Oakie-L Ball Ben Stolcff 713 8/10 
SAFETY IN NUMBERS John Stone 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Mal St. Clair 55 9/7 
PERSONAL sECRETARY Max H. Golden U Drama W. Gargan-J. Hodges Otis Garreit 62 9/28 
SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS David Lewis wB Rom-Dr K. Francis-G. Brent Wm. Keighley 70 10/12 
9/16/38 JUVENILE COURT Col Col Drama P. Kelly-R. Hayworth-Darre D. R. Lederman 60 9/14. 
’ TOO HOT TO HANDLE L. Weingarten MGM Com-Dr Gable-Loy-Carrillo Jack Conway 108 9/21 
MEXICALI KID Robt. Tamsey Mono Western J. Randall-W. Barry Wallace Fox 56 9/7 
KING ALCATRAZ Par Par Drama G. Patrick-L. Nolan-Naish Robert Florey 55 10/5 
THE RENEGADE RANGER Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-R. Hayworth David Howard 60 10/5 
HOLD THAT CO-ED D. Hempstead 20th Rom-Com J. Barrymore-G. Murphy Geo, Marshall 80 9/28 
THE BLACK BANDIT Trem Carr U Western Bob Baker-M. Reynolds Geo, Wagrner 60 9/21 
VALLEY OF GIANTS Lou Edelman WB Outdoor’ W. Morris-C. Trevor Wm. Keich'cv 15 8/17 
9/23/38 STRANGER ‘ROM ARIZONA Monroe Shaff Col Western B. Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton 55 9/21 
WANTED BY POLICE Lindsay Parsons Mono Meller Darro-E. Knapp H. Bretherton 59 9/28 
CAMPUS CONFESSIONS Par Par Football B. Grable-h. Luisetti G. Archainbaud 65 9/14 
FUGITIVES FOR NIGHT Lou Lusty RKO Comedy F. Albertson-E, Lynn Leslie Goodwins 63 9/28 
PRAIRIE MOON Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Ralph Staub 58 10/19 
TIME OUT FOR MURDER Sol Wurizel 26th Meller G. Stuart-M. Whalen H.B.Humb'rstone 72 9/7 
ROAD TO RENO Ed Grainger U Com-Dr R. Scott-H. Hampton S. Sylvan Simon 68 10/5 
FOUR DAUGHTERS Ben Glazer WwB Com-Dr Priscilla-Rosemary-Lane Michael Curtiz 90 8/17 
9/30/38 GIRI’S SCHOOL Samuel Marx Col Rom-Com A. Shirley-N. Grey-Bellamy John Brahm 71 > Pigs 
shi YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU Frank Capra Col Comedy J. Arthur-L. Barrymore-J.Stewart Frank Capra 126 9/7 
MAN WITH 100 FACES A. Hitchcock GB Drama L. Palmer-T. Walls A. Hitchcock 72 11/2 
VACATION FROM LOVE MGM MGM Comedy D. O’Keefe-F. Rice G. Fitzmaurice 65 10/5 
SONS OF THE LEGION Par Par Rom-Dr D. O’Connor-B. Lee-B. Cook Jas. Hosan 69 10/5 
ROOM SERVICE P. S. Berman RKO Com Marx Bros.-L. Ball Wm. Seiter 16 9/14 
OVERLAND STAGE RAIDERS Wm. Berke Rep Western Three Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 55 9/28 
DOWN IN ARKANSAW Armand Schaefer Rep Drama R. Byrd-Weaver Bros, Nick Grinde 65 10/12 
STRAIGHT, PLACE AND SHOW D. Hempstead 20th Com Ritz Bros.-R. Arlen David Butler 66 9/28 
DRUMS Alex. Korda UA Drama Sabu-R. Massey-R. Livesey Zoltan Korda 101 4/20 
YOUTH TAKES FLING Joe Pasternak U Com-Dr J. McCrea-A. Leeds Archie Mayo 18 9/28 | 
GARDEN OF THE MOON Lou Edelman WB Musical a O’Brien-J, Payne-M. Lindsay M¥usby Berkeley 94 9/21 
10/7/38 CRIME TAKES HOLIDAY Col Col Meller J. Holt-M. Ralston Lewis D. Collins 61 Be 
d WEST OF THE SANTA FE Col Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
STABLEMATES Harry Rapf MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-M. Rooney Sam Wood 89 10/5 
MR. WONG, DETECTIVE W. T. Lackey Mono Mystery B. Karloff-E. Brent Wm. Nigh 67 
TOUCHDOWN, ARMY Par Par Football J. Howard-R. Cummings Kurt Neumann 13 9/21 
MR. DOODLE KICKS OFF Bob Sisk RKO Com J. Penner-J. Travis Leslie. Goodwins 15 10/5 
THE NIGHT HAWK Herman Schlom Rep Drama R. Livingston-J. Travis Sidney Salkow 65 10/5 
MEET THE GIRLS Howard J. Green . 20th Comedy J. Lang-L. Bari-R. Allen Eugene Forde 66 8/31 
THAT CERTAIN AGE Joe Pasternak U Mus-Rom D. Durbin-J. Cooper Edw. Ludwig 100 10/5 
BROADWAY MUSKETEERS Bryan Foy WB Comedy . M. Lindsay-M. Wilson-J. Litel John Farrow 63 10/19 
10/14/38 FLIGHT TO FAME Ralph Cohn Col Drama C. Farrell-J. Wells C.C.Coleman, Jr. 
LADY VANISHES A. Hitchcock GB Rom-Dr M. Lockwood-P. Lucas Alf Hitchcock 96 8/31 
SHADOWS OVER SHANGHAI Fine Arts GN Meller J. Dunn-R. Morgan Chas. Lamont 66 
YOUNG DR. KILDARE Lou Ostrow MGM Com-Dr L. Ayres-L, Barrymore H. Bucquet 83 10/19 
WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM Ed Finney Mono Western Tex Ritter Al Herman 55 11/2 
ARKANSAS TRAVELER Geo. Arthur Par Com-Dr B. Burns-F. Bainter Al Santell 83 10/5 
A MAN TO REMEMBER Bob Sisk RKO Drama E. Ellis-A. Shirley Garson Kanin 719 10/5 
FIVE OF A KIND K. MacGowan 20th Rom-Com Dionne Quins-Hersholt H. I. Leeds 83 10/12 
THERE GOES MY HEART Hal Roach UA Rom-Com F. March-V. Bruce Norman McLeod $1 9/28 
SWING THAT CHEER Max Golden U College T. Brown-A. Devine Harold Schuster 
THE SISTERS David Lewis ws Drama E. Flynn-B. Davis-A. Louise Anatole Litvak 95 10/5 
10/21/38 LISTEN, DARLING Jack Cummings MGM Rom-Dr Bartholomew-J. Garland Edw. Marin 12 10/19 
MYSTERIOUS RIDER Harry Sherman Par Western D. Dumpbrille-C. Fields Les Selander 74 
MAD MISS MANTON P. J. Wolfson RKO Mys-Com B. Stanwyck-H. Fonda Leigh Jason 78 10/12 
MYSTERIOUS MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller . P. Lorre-M. Maguire Norman Foster 61 9/21 
YOUNG IN HEART D. O. Selznick UA Rom-Dr J. Gaynor-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Richard Wallace 91 11/2 
SERVICE DE LUXE Ed Grainger U Com C. Bennett-V. Price-Rugglies Rowland V. Lee 85 10/19 
GIRLS ON PROBATION Bryan Foy WB Drama E. Flynn-B. Davis-A. Louise Anatole Litvak 65 10/26 
10/28 /38 LAW OF THE TEXAN Monroe Shaff Col Western Buck Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton 54 10/26 
‘ THE LITTLE ADVENTURESS Col Col Action-Dr E. Fellowes-J. Wells D. R. Lederman 
THE GREAT WALTZ Bernard Hyman MGM Musical L. Rainer-F. Gravet J. Duvivier 107 11/2 
THE CITADEL Victor Saville MGM Drama R. Donat-R, Russell King Vidor 112 10/26 
MEN WITH WINGS Wm. A. Wellman Par Drama F. MacMurray-R. Milland Wm. A. Wellman 102 10/26 
I STAND ACCUSED John H. Auer Par Drama R. Cummings-H. Mack-L. Talbot John H. Auer 61 11/2 
TARNISHED ANGEL B. P. Fineman RKO Drama S. Eilers-L. Bowman Leslie Goodwins 67 
SUEZ Gene Markey 20th Spec T. Power-L. Young Allan Dwan 100. 10/19 
THE STORM Ken Goldsmith U Drama C. Bickford-B. McLane Harold Young 15 11/2 
THE LAST EXPRESS Irving Starr U Meller K. Taylor-D. Kent Otis Garrett 60 10/19 
BROTHER RAT Robert Lord WB Comedy W. Morris-P. Lane-J. Wyman Wm. Keighley 90 10/19 
11/4/38 IN EARLY ARIZONA Col Col Western B. Elliett-D. Gulliver Jos. Levering 
GANGSTER’S BOY W. T. Lackey Mono Meller J. Cooper-L. Gilman Wm. Nigh 
THE LAST RIDE Jeff Lazarus Par Rom-Dr A. Tamiroff-F, Farmer Alfred E. Green 
ILLEGAL TRAFFIC Harold Hurley Par Meller J. C. Naish-M. Carlisle Louis King 67 
RHYTHM OF THE SADDLE Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Geo. Sherman 
ALWAYS IN TROUBLE John Stone 20th Comedy J. Withers-A. Treacher-J. Rogers Jos. Santley 
TRADE WINDS W. Wanvrer UA Rom-Com J. Bennett-F. March Tay Garnett 
EXPOSED Bert Kelly U Drama O. Kruger-G. Farrell Max Golden 
HARD TO GET Sam Bischoff WB Comedy D. Powcll-O. de Haviland Ray Enrivht 
11/11/38 ADVENTURE IN SAHARA Lou Appleton Col Drama P. Kelly-L. Gray D. R. Lederman 
THE FROG Herbert Wilcox GB Meller N. Beery-G. Harker Jack Raymond 15 4/7/37 
SPRING MADNESS Edw. Chodorov MGM Rom-Com M. O’Sullivan-L. Ayres Cc. S. Simon 
iF I WERE KING Frank Lloyd Par Drama R. Coleman-F. Dee-Rathbone Frank Lloyd 100 9/21 
ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR Lou Lusty RKO Rom-Com J. Oakie-L. Ball Lew Larders 66 10/19 
STORM OVER BENGAL Armand Schaefer Rep Rom-Dr P. Knowles-R. Hudson Sid Salkow 
JUST AROUND THE CORNER Dave Hempstead 20th Comedy S. Temple-C. Farrell Irving Cummings 70 11/2 
° STRANGE FACES Bert Kelly U Com-Dr D. Kent-F, Jenks Earl Tagzart 
TORCHY GETS HER MAN Brvan Foy WB Comedy G. Farrell-B. MacLane Michael Curtiz 62 10/12 
11/18/38 THERE’S THAT WOMAN AGAIN Col Col Rom-Com M. Douglas-V. Lee Alex Hell 
THANKS FOR THE MEMORY Par Par R°m-Com B. Hope-S. Ross-Butterworth G. Archainbaud 
LAW WEST OF TOMBSTONE Cliff Reid RKO Western H. Carey-T. Holt-E. Brent Glenn Trvon 
SHARPSHOOTERS Sol Wurtzel 20th Action B. Donlevy-L. Bari Jas. Tinling 
LITTLE TOUGH GUYS IN SOCIETY Max Golden U Meller M. Boland-E. E. Horton Erle Kenton 
ANGELS WITH DIRTY FACES Sam Bischoff WB Drama J. Cagney-P. O’Brien Michael Curtiz 97 10/26 
11/25/38 BLONDIE Robert Sparks Col Comedy P. Singleton-A. Lake Frank Strayer 69 11/2 
THE SHINING HOUR J. Manckiewicz MGM Drama J. Crawford-R. Young Frank Borzage 
ARREST BULLDOG DRUMMOND Stuart Walker Par Mystery J. Howard-H. Angel Jas. Hogan 
PECK’S BAD BOY WITH CIRCUS Sol Lesser RKO Rom-Com T. Kelly-A. Gillis Edw. F. Cline 
SUBMARINE PATROL Gene Markey 20th Drama R. Greene-N. Kelly-Bancroft John Ford 95 11/2 
NANCY DREW, DETECTIVE WB Meller B. Granville-J. Litel Wm. Clemens 
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Advance Production Chart 








Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Production continues along an even keel, Oct. 26 finding 40 pictures 
before the cameras, 84 in the cutting rooms, and 96 already previewed or 
reteased. Against the season’s promise of 580, this leaves the studios with 


still 360 to produce. 3 
Grand National again returns to the chart, having leveled off to produce 


a total of 68 features and westerns for 1938-39. Product will be turned 
out by various units on the lot, divided as follows to date: Fine Arts, 26; 
Coronado, six; George Hirliman, six westerns plus several features; Dr. 
Eugene Frenke, two Anna Sten starrers; and others to be set. 

Metro and David L. Loew got together on release of his last independent 
production starring Joe E. Brown, ‘Flirting With Fate.’ 





Columbia 


New Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Sterles In 

ef Pix Com- Sheet- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tien 
Features ......... 40 4 3 5 28 28 
Westerms ......... 16 4 0 2 10 10 
a eee 4 8 w 1 3 3 
WE 5 b60 0k cee es 60 8 a & 41 ay 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘THE SPIDER’S WEB,’ formerly titled ‘THE SPIDER,’ serial (for 1938- 
39), produced by Jack Fier for the Irving Briskin unit; co-directed by 
Ray Taylor and James Horne; screen play by Robert Kent, George Plymp- 
ton, Basil Dickey, Marty Ramson:; photographed by Allen Seigler. Cast: 
Warren Hull, Iris Meredith, Richard Fiske, Gloria Blondell, Ann Doran, 
a Lawrence, Johnny Tyrrell, Kenneth Duncan, Beatrice Curtis, Charles 

ilson. 


‘BLONDIE,’ produced by Robert Sparks, directed by Frank Strayer; 
screen play by Robert Flournoy from comic strip by Chic Young; photo- 
graphed by Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry 
Sims, Dan Mummert, Dorothy Moore, Kathleen Lockhart, Gene Lockhart, 
Ann Doran, Gordon Oliver, Stanley Andrews, David Newell, Hooper Atch- 
ley, Dick Curtis, Dick Fiske, Fay Helm, Charles Lane, Hal K. Dawson, 
Walter Soderling, Eugene Anderson, Jr., Irvin Bacon, Bud Jamison, Ien 
Wulf, James Flavin, Charles Hamilton, Emory Parnell. 

‘ADVENTURE IN SAHARA,’ formerly tithd ‘REVOLT IN THE 
SAHARA,’ produced by Lou Appleton; directed by D. Ross Lederman; 
screenplay by Maxwell Shane from original by Sammy Fuller; photo- 
graphed by Franz Planer. Cast: Paul Kelly, C. Henry Gordon, Robert 
Fiske, Lorna Gray, Dick Curtis, Marc Lawrence, Stanley Brown, Dwight 
Frye, Al Bridge, Raphael Bennett, Charles Moore, 

‘CALIFORNIA FRONTIER,’ produced by Monroe Shaff; directed by 
Elmer Clifton; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by Eddie 
Linden. Cast: Buck Jones, Carmen Bailey, Jose Perez, Forrest Taylor, 
Milburn Stone, Stanley Blystone, Ernie Adams, Bob Terry, Carlos Villarias, 
Soledad Jiminez, Tom London, Billy Bletcher, Paul Ellis, Ray Teal, Carl 
Matthews. ; 

‘LEETLE ADVENTURESS,’ formerly titled ‘THOROUGHBREDS,’ pro- 
duced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by D. Ross 
Lederman; screen play by Michael Simmons; photographed by_ Henry 
Freulich. Cast: Edith Fellows, Cliff Edwards, Jacqueline Wells, Richard 
Fiske, Robert Paige, Helen Brown, Virginia Howell, Charles Waldron. 


‘HOMICIDE BUREAU’ (for 1938-39 release); associate producer, Jack 
Fier; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; original screen play by Earle Snell; 
photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bruce Cabot, Rita Hayworth, 
Robert Paige, Marc Lawrence, Ed Fetherston, Richard Fiske, Jane Morgan. 


‘WRECKAGE,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by Lewis D. Col- 
lins; screen play by Gordon Rigby and Tom Kilpatrick; photographed by 
James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Dolores Costello,-Pert Kelton, Addi- 
son Richards, Joseph Crehan, Donald Briggs, Holmes Herbert, .Carol 
Wayne, Dorothy Granger, Maxine Leslie, Al Bridge, Emerson Treacy, 
Jack Rice, Harry Harvey, Ray Bourbon. 

‘TRAIL OF THE TUMBLEWEED, produced by Harry Decker for the 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson; original screen play by J. 
Bennett Cohen; photographed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Charles Starrett, 
Iris Meredith, Dick Curtis, Bob Nolan, Ed LeSaint, Frank Bell, Eddie 
Cobb, Art Mix, Slim Whittaker, Hal Taliaferro, Ed Peil, Dick Botiller, 
Robert Fiske. a 

Columbia Pix New in Preduction | 


*FHERE’S THAT WOMAN AGAIN,’ produced by B..B. Kahane; directed 
by Al Hall; no writing credits released; photographed by Joseph Walker. 
Cast: Melvyn Douglas, Virginia Bruce, Margaret Lindsay, Marc Lawrence, 
Lucille Lund, Tom Dugan, Paul Harvey, Gordon Oliver, Stanley Ridges. 

‘INTERNATIONAL SPY,’ formerly titled ‘SPY RING,’ produced by 
Jack Fier for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Christy Cabanne; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Allen Seigler. Cast: Fay Wray, Ralph 
Bellamy, Warren Hull, Regis Toomey, Walter Kingsford, Lorna Gray, 
Ann Doran, Paul Whitney, Mae Wallace, John Tyrrell, Dick Curtis. 

‘LIFE IS CHEAP,’ produced by Wallace McDonald for Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by D. Ross Lederman: no writing credits released; photo- 

raphed by Franz Planer. Cast: Betty Furness, James Craig, Keye Luke, 
Diek Curtis, Joseph Downing, Honorable Wu, Cy Kendall, Lotus Liu, 


John Tyrrell. 
Grand National 
Now Balance te 
Number Number New in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Sheot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
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Pictures now in cutting rcoms or awaiting previews. are: 


‘SUNSET STRIP CASE,’ produced by George Hirliman; directed by 
Louis Gasnier; screen play by Arthur Hoerl and Paul Franklin from 
Liberty mag siory, ‘Murder On Sunset Boulevard,’ by Harold Joyce; pho- 
tegraphed by Mack Stengler. Cast: Sally Rand, Reed Hadley, Dennie 
Moore, Sugar Kane, Esther Muir, Vince Barnett, Paul Sutton, Stanley 
Price, Henry King and band, Lona Andre, Frank O’Connor, Bruce Mitchell, 
Mary Brodell, Lester Dorr, Eddie Fordon. 

Grand National Pix New in Production 

‘THE LONG SHOT,’ Fine Arts production for Grand National release; 
produced by Franklyn Warner; associate producer-director. Charles La- 
mont; screen play by Ewart Adamson; original story by Harry Beresford 
and George Callaghan; photographed by Arthur Martinelli. Cast: Gordon 


Jones, Marshal Hunt, C. Henry Gordon, George Meeker, Harry Daven- | 


James Robbins, George E. Stone ,.Dorothy Fay, Frank Darrien, Tom 
ne a Earle Hodgin, Emerson Treacy, Guy Seabrook, Lee Phelps, Ben 


Metro 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘THE GREAT WALTZ’ ‘for 1938-39 season), produced by Bernard 
Hyman, directed by Julien Duvivier: no writing credits released as yet; 
rege Aer by Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Luise Rainer, Fernand Gravet. 

iliza Korjus. Hugh Herbert, Lionel Atwill. Minna Gombell, George 
Houston, Herman Bing. Rert Roach. Christian Rub. - 

‘OUT WEST WITH THE HARPY’S,’ no producer; directed by George 
Seitz: original screen play by Kay Van Riper, Agnes Christine Johnson 
and William Ludwig; photographed by Les White, Cast: Lewis Stone. 
Mickey Rooney. Ann Rutherferd. Fsv Holden, Virginia Weidler, Cecelia 
Parker, Ralph Morgan, Nana Bryant, Sara Haden, Gordon Jones. 

‘SPRING DANCE,’ produced by Edward Chodorov; directed by C. Syl- 
van Simon; screenplay by Edward Chodoroy trom play by Philip Barry. 














Cast: Lew Ayres, Maureen O'Sullivan, Ruth Hussey, Ann Morriss, Joyce 
Compton, Jacqueline Wells, Burgess Meredith, Frank Albertson, Truman 
Bradley, Sterling Holloway, Marjorie Gateson, Dick Baldwin. 


‘THE SHINING HOUR?’ (for 1938-39), produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; 
directed by Frank Borzage; screen play by Ogden Nash from play by 
Keith Winters; photographed by George Folsey. Cast: Joan Crawford, 
Margaret Sullavan, Robert Young Melvyn Douglas, Fay Bainter, Frank 
Albertson, Claire Owen, Roger Converse, Granville Bates, Jimmy Conlin, 
Hal Rand. 

‘SWEETHEARTS’ (In Technicolor for 1938-39 season), produced by Hunt 
Stromberg; directed by W. S. Van Dyke; screen play by Alan Campbell 
and Dorothy Parker; photographed by Olive: Marsh. Cast: Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, Nelson Eddy, Mischa Auer, Frank Morgan, Ray Bolger. Herman 
Bing, Minna Gombel, Gene and Kathleen Lockhart, Raymond Walburn, 
Lucille Watson, Florence Rice, Reginald Gardiner, Allyn Josiyn, Fay 
Holden, Olin Howland. Terry Kilburn, Betty Jaynes, Douglas McPhail. 

Metre Pix Now in Preduction 

‘DRAMATIC SCHUOL, produced by Mervyn LeRoy; directed by Robert 
Sinclair; screen play by Ernest Vajda; photographed by Joe Ruttenberg. 
Cast: Luise Rainer, Paulette Goddard, Alan Marshall, Henry Stephenson, 
Gale Sondergaard, Virginia Grey. Ann Rutherford, Lana Turner, Carol 
Parker, Rand Brooks, Dorothy Grainger, Melville Cooper, Marie Blake, 
Erik Rhodes, Genevieve Tobin, Anthony Allen, Hans Sentied. Margaret 
Lamont, Frank Puglia, Esther Dale. 

‘STAND UP AND FIGHT,’ produced by Mervyn LeRoy; directed by 
W.S. Van Dyke; no writing credits released yet; photographed by Oliver 


—————ii 


B’way-H’wood 


(Continued from page 1) 

















execs. Proponents of the Wharton 
plan are hopeful that it will prove 
acceptable to the Guild heads and 
general membership. 

Wharton’s Plan 


In general, the Wharton plan 
calls for revision of the present set- 
up covering the purchase of screen 
rights to legit plays. Instead of the 
present method of bidding for 
rights, with the playwright the final 
| authority in negotiating the sale, 
the new scheme would set a regular 
scale to determine the price. It 
would work somewhat along the 
lines of the present legit produc- 
tion eontract. That is, there would 
be a ‘minimum fee, plus added 
money according to the length of 
run and the total gross drawn by 
the show. There are numerous 
complicated provisions of the plan, 
but its sponsors think these can 
be worked out. 

Although the Guild has in the past 
steadfastly refused to consider any 
revision of its minimum basic agree- 
ment, it is reported that there has 
lately been some agitation among 





Marsh. Cast: Robert Taylor, Wallace Beery, Florence Rice, Helen Broder- 
ick, Charley Grapewin, Clinton Rosemond, John Qualen, Barton MacLane, | 
Robert Gleckler, Claudia Morgan. 


‘KATHERINE, THE LAST,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Nor-| 
man Taurog; screen play by Gerald Savery and Jack Mintz: photographed 
by Clive De Vinna. Cast: Franciska Gaal, Rita Johnson, Barnett Parker, 
Franchot Tone, Walter Connolly. | 


‘CHRISTMAS CAROL,’ produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; directed by | 
Edwin L. Marin; no writing credits released; photographed by Sid Wag-| 
ner. Cast: Reginald Owen, Gene and Kathleen Lockhart, Terry Kilburn, | 
Gene Reynolds, Lynn Carver, Leo G. Carroll, Ann Rutherford, Lionel | 
Braham. 


‘ICE FOLLIES,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Reinhold Schun- | 
zel; no writing credits released; photographed by Oliver Marsh, Cast: 


Joan Crawford, James Stewart, Lew Ayres, Ice Follies troupe. | 
‘NEW YORK CINDERELLA,’ produced by Lawrence Weingarten; di- | 


rected by Josef von Sternberg; original story by Charles MacArthur; pho- | 
tographed by Charles Lawton. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Hedy LaMarr, Fanny 
Brice, Waiter Pidgeon. 


‘IDIOT’S DELIGHT,’ produced by Hunt Stromberg; directed by Clarence 
Brown; from play by Robert E. Sherwood; photographed by William 
Daniels. Cast: Clark Gable, Norma Shearer, Laura Hope Crews, Charles 
Coburn. 

‘THE WIZARD OF OZ’ (Technicolor), produced by Mervyn LeRoy; 
directed by Richard Thorpe; based on story by Frank L. Baum; photo- 
graphed by Harold Rosson; for Technicolor, Allan Dazey. Cast: Frank 
Morgan, Judy Garland, Ray Bolger; Bert Lahr, Buddy Ebsen, Charley 
Grapewin, Billie Burke, Margaret Hamilton, Pat Walsh. 

‘HONOLULU,’ produced by Jack Cummings; directed by Edward Buz- 
zell; no writing credits released; photographed by Ray June, Cast: 
Eleanor Powell, Robert Young, George Burns and Gracie Allen. 


} 
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Pictures in the cutting room: 


‘GANGSTER’S BOY,’ produced by W. G. Lackey; directed by William 
Nigh; original story by Karl Brown; screen play by Robert D. Andrews; 
photographed by Harry Neumann. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Lucy Gilman, 
Robert Warwick, Tommy Wonder, Betty Blythe, Selmer Jackson, Bobby 
Stone, Bradley Metcalf, Louise Lorimer, Huntley Gordon, William Gould, 
Herbert Evans, Jack Kennedy. 


‘GANG BULLETS,’ produced by E. B. Derr; associate producer, Frank 
Melford; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original screen play by John T. 
Neville; photographed by Arthur Martinelli. Cast: Ann Nagel, Robert 
Kent, Charles Trowbridge, Morgan Wallace, J. Farrell MacDonald, John 
T. Murray, Arthur Loft, John Merton, Roger Williams, Duke York, Donald 
Kerr, Carleton Young, Stanley Mack, Harry Strang, Ernie Adams, Isabell 
Lamalle, Martin Spellman, Tom McGuire, Bill Worthington, Bill Lally, 
Eddie Hearn, Frank Nelson, Jack C. Smith, Kernan Kripps, Frank LaRue, 
Frank Hall ‘Crane. 


‘LITTLE TENDERFOOT,’ produced by Edward Finney: directed by Al 
Herman; original screen play by John Rathmell; photographed by Frances 
Corbey. Cast: Tex Ritter, Jinx Falkenberg, Mary Ruth, Charles King, 
Tom London, Snub Pollard, Maurice Murphy, Frank LaRue, Bob Terry, 
Ernie Adams. Dave O’Brien, Dorothy Fay, Bud Osborne. 


Paramount 
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Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘PARIS HONEYMOON’ (for 1938-39 season), te an by Harlan Thomp- 
son; directed by Frank Tuttle; screen play by 
man; based on a story by Angela Sherwood; photographed by Karl Struss. 
Cast: Bing Crosby, Franciska Gaal, Akim Tamiroff, Ben Blue, Edward 
Everett Horton, Shirley Ross, Rafaela Ottiano. Keith Kenneth, George 
Gay, Norah Gale, Laurie Lane, Louise Seidel, Paula de Cardo, Evelyn 
Keyes, Harriette Haddon,,Maria Doray, Louise Seidel, Judy King, Janet 
Waldo, Chery] Walker. Marion Weldon, Dorothy White. 

‘ESCAPE FROM LEAVENWORTH,’ formerly titled ‘THE LAST RIDE,’ 
formerly titled ‘ESCAPE FROM YESTERDAY’ (for 1938-39 season), pro-| 
duced by Jeff Lazarus; directed by Alfred E. Green; original story and | 
screen play by Ferdinand Reyher and John C. Moffit; photographed by | 
William Mellor. Cast: Akim Tamiroff, Frances Farmer, Leif Erikson, | 


rank Butler and Don Hart- | 


Lynne Overman, Vladimir Sokoloff, Wade Crosby, Dewey Robinson, Wil- | Howard 


liam Newell, John Bliefer, Alex Woloshin, James Flavin. 


‘ILLEGAL TRAFFIC’ (for 1938-39 release), general manazer office pro- | , rio 
duction; directed by Louis King; original screen play by Robert Yost, | @¢t was working and opposition to 
Lewis Foster and Stuart Anthony; photographed by Henry Sharpe. Cast: 2"Y changes. 


the membership for some solution 
of the Hollywood boycott problem. 
Survey made recently by some of 
the members showed that the num- 
ber of Broadway productions, which 
has been steadily declining during 
the last few years, has continued to 
drop this season. Claimed by some 
that the formation of the Play- 
wrights’ Co. has tended to react in 
favor of the lesser-known drama- 
tists, since it has removed the name 
writers from the list of availables 
for the regular commercial pro- 
ducers. According to that thought, 
several of the established managers 
are now looking for new authors. 
That would tend to give a break to 
the aspiring playwrights, but little 
preduction can be financed with- 
out increased backing—and that is 
where the Hollywood coin would 
come in. 
Pix Sales Declined 

Another thought advanced by this 
group of Guild members is that the 
number of picture sales of legit 
plays has declined sharply since the 
establishment of the new minimum 
basic agreement. In recent seasons, 
it is claimed, only the hit plays have 
been sold, whereas in former years 
there were numerous sale of plays 
for $15,000 and $20,000 and similar 
amounts. 

Situation is also compared by film 
company officials to the condition ex- 
isting in London and Paris. In the 
British capital, it is argued, the thea- 
tre is thriving, with more produc- 
tions than normally, and for the first 
time even a greater number than in 
New York. In London, it is ob- 
served, the dramatists’ organization 
is comparatively unimportant. Just 
the reverse is true in Paris, it is 
claimed. There the number of shows 
has steadily shrunk, and is currently 
at its lowest ebb. In Paris, it is ar- 
gued, the authors’ organization is 
comparatively strong. In New York 
the Dramatists Guild is very strong. 
Studio execs see it as hardly a coin- 
cidence that the number of current 
productions in each of those three 
cities varies inversely according to 
the strength of the dramatists’ group. 


Road Biz Off 


With the road falling far under 
normal seasons, observers are already 
wondering what will happen next 
season unless steps are quickly taken 
to bring about an upturn in produc- 
tion. Number of touring shows is 
largely governed by the prevalence 
of Broadway hits the previous season. 
Thus, when Broadway has a success- 
ful season it generally means most of 
the hit shows will tour the following 
season. With the list of hits off last 
season, the road is slumping this sea- 
son, And with Broadway skidding 
further this season, it’s feared the 
road may be on a starvation diet next 


| Season. 


Although there is a distinctly hope- 
ful feeling 1n the air inat something 
definite may be accomplished at the 
Guild’s annual meeting next week, 
there is no positive indication that 
the organization’s council has 
changed its attitude. The last official 
expression of opinion on question of 
revision of the minimum basic agree- 
ment was voiced last year by Sidney 
in his report as retiring 
president. At that time he expressed 
satisfaction with the way the con- 


The membership at 


J. Carroll Naish, Mary Carlisle, Robert Preston, Judith Barrett, Richard | that time backed his views, and Rob- 
Stanley, Richard Denning, John Hart, Philip Warren, Dorothy Howe, ert E. Sherwood, who succeeded him 
as president, has been repeatedly re- 
ported as being even more firmly 


Sheila Darcy, Dolores Casey. 
‘ST. LOUIS BLUES (for 1938-39 release), produced by Jeff Lazarus: 
directed by Raoul Walsh; screen play by John C. Moffitt and Malcolm 





(Continued on page 20) 


than Howard against weakening the 
i basie agreement. 

















Wednesday, November 2, 1938 WARIETY 


= —— —————=_==== 





















































Ne ea 


ERS SSIS Ne 





Spel moms 


eae 


es ame 














a 


a oe 


A OG SR ST een 





|e RURRQURAT ]2eT 


<a enema dint mere mn» 


< et RAEN INMOT NNER NM ee 


ty (8 Sh neg 

















20 VARIETY PICTURES Wednesday, November 2, 1938 
. | august. Cast: Cary Grant, Vieter McLagien, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr, Joan | 
Advance Production Chart tsi, 2s ciannei, sam sate, Montagu Love, Lumsden’Hare,|| ps g ble 
| Robert Coote, ner Biberman. 
‘PECK’S BAD BOY WITH THE CIRCUS,’ produced by Soi Lesser; asso- | of cram 
ciate producer, Leonard Fields; directed by Edward Cline; no writing) 
(Continued from page 18) 


Stuart Boylan; based on adaptation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan of story 
by Eleanore Griffin and William Rankin; additional dialog by Virginia 
Van Upp; photographed by Theodor Sparkuhi. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Dorothy 
Lamour, ‘tito Guizar, Jessie Ralph, Maxine Sullivan, William Frawley, 
Punkins Parker. Jerome Cowan, Matty Malneek and His Boys. 

‘TOM SAWYER, DETECTIVE,’ produced by Harold Hurley; associate 
producer, Edward T. Lowe; directed by Louis King; screen play by Lewis 
Foster, Robert Yost and Stuart Anthony; based on the novel by Mark 


credits released yet; photographed by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Tommy 
Kelly, Ann Gillis, Edgar Kennedy, Spanky McFarland, Benita Hume, Fay 
Helm, Wiltiam Demarest, Wade Boteler, Grant Mitchell, Nana Bryant, 
Louise Beaver. 

‘LAW WEST OF TOMBSTONE,’ procuced by Cliff Reid; directed by 
Glenn Tryon; screen play by John Twist and Clarence Young; photo- 
graphed by J. Roy Hunt. Cast: Harry Carey, Anne Shirley, Tim Holt, 
Evelyn Brent, Allan Lane, Paul Guilfoyle, Bradley Page, Esther Muir, 


atte ag Irving, Eleanor Hansen, Peggy Carroll, Robert Moya, Jane Wood- 
wo 





Twain; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Donald O’Connor, Billy Cook, 


‘TRAILER ROMANCE,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Garson 


Porter Hall, Philip Warren, Janet Waldo, Clara Blandick, Elisabeth Risdon, | Kanin; screen play by Dudley Nichols and John Twist; photographed by 


Edward Pawley, 
Price, Harry Worth, Si Jenks, Clem Bevans, Raymond Hatton, Howard | 
Mitchell, Monte Blue, Foy Van Dolson, Vie Demoruelle, Jr.. Murdock | 
MacQuarrie, Billy Engle, Eugene Jackson, Robert Homans, Jane Keckley, | 
Elsie Bishop, Lew Short, Lon Poff, Albert Hart, Tyler Brooke, Ethel Clay- 
ton. 

‘KING OF CHINATOWN,’ executive producer, Harold Hurley; associate 
producer, Stuart Walker; directed by Nick Grinde; screen play by Lillie 
Haywaru and irving Reis; based on a story by Herbert Biberman; photo- 
graphed by Leo Tover. Cast: Anna May Wong, Akim Tamiroff, J. Carrol 
Naish, Anthony Quinn, Roscoe Karns, Bernadene Hayes, Philip Ahn, Sid- 
ney ‘toler, Ray Mayer, Alex Pollard, Sam Ash, Charles Trowbridge, Archie 
Twitchell, George Anderson, Marie Burton, Sheila Darcy, Wong Chong, 
Richard Denning, Judy King, Dolores Casey, Dorothy Dayton, Paula De 
Cardo, Harriette Haddon, Helaine Moler, North Gale, Gwen Kenyon, 
Charles B. Wood. George Magrill, Lily King, Ethel Clayton, Guy Usher. 

‘wmADEKS OF DHE nANGEL, prouuced by Harry Sherman; uireccea by | 
Lesley Selander; from original story by Clarence E. Mulford; photographed | 
by Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, George Hayes, 
Sianley Ridges, Ruth Rogers, Frederick Burton, Jack Rockwell, Roy Bar- | 
croft, Ed Cassidy, Sherry Tanzey, Jim Carey, Bruce Mitchell. 

‘LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE,’ produced by John Speaks; directed by Ben 
Holmes; screen play by Budd Schulberg, Sam Ornitz, from story by Andre 
Bohem and Samuel QOrnitz; photographed by Fred Redman. Cast: Ann 
Gillis, Robert Kent, June Travis, Ian MacLaren, Margaret Armstrong, J. M. 
Kerrigan, Dorothy Baughan, James Burke, Charles Wilson, Sara Padden, 
Tommy Bupp, Ben Weiden, J. Farrel McDonald, Vincent Lombardy, Eddie | 
Gribbon, Dick Rich, Harry Tyler. 

‘ImSBARRED, produced by Harold Hurley; directed by Robert Florey; | 
screen play by Lillie Hayward and Robert R. Presnell from story by Harry 
Sauber; photographed by Harry Fishbeck. Cast: Gail Patrick, Otto Kruger, 
Robert Preston, Sidney Toler, Helen MacKellar, Clay Clement, Edward 
Marr, Olin Howland. 

‘AMBUSH,’ G.M.O. production; associate producer, William Wright; di- | 
rected by Kurt Neumann; screen play by Laura and S. J. Perelman based | 
on a story by Robert Ray; photograp by William Mellor. Cast: Gladys | 
Swarthout, Lloyd Nolan, William Frawley, Ernest Truex, William Henry, | 
Hartley Tufts Rufe Davis, Brod Crawford, Antonio Moreno, Harry Fleisch- 
mann, John Hart, Raymond Hatton, Robert Greig, Richard Denning, Clem 
Bevans, Max Hoffman, Jr., Jim Pierce, Eddie Acuff, Al Hill, Frank Mere- 
dith, Ted Oliver, George Melford, Polly Moran, Mary Zehner, Ethel Clay- 
ton, Wade Boteler, Archie Twitchell, Dolores Casey, Dorothy White. 

‘ZAZA’ ‘(for 1938-39 season), produced by Albert Lewin; directed by 
George Cukor; screen play by Zoe Akins; from play by Pierre Berton and 
Charles Simon; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Herbert Marshall, Bert Lahr, Helen Westley, Constance Collier, Genivieve 
Tobin, Rex O'Malley, Rex Evans, Walter Catlett, Robert C. Fischer, Ernest 
Cossart, John Sutton, Michael Brooke, Phillip Warren, Alexander Leftwich, 
Janet Waldo, Fredrika Brown, Dorothy Dayton, Harriett Haddon, Helaine 
Moler, Dorothy White, Duncan Renaldo, Hala Linda, Tom Ricketts. | 

‘THANKS FOR THE MEMORY’ (for 1938-39 release); executive pro- | 
ducer, Harold Hurley; associate, Mel Shauer; directed by George Archain- 
baud; from play by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich; photographed | 
by Karl Struss. Cast: Bob Hope, Shirley Ross, Charlie Butterworth, Otto | 
Kruger, Hedda Hopper, Roscoe Karns, Lavra Hope Crews, Elizabeth Pat- | 
terson. Patricia Wilder. Eddie Anderson. Jack Norton, Edward Gargan. 

‘FRONTIERSMAN,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Leslie 
Selander; screen play by Norman Huston from original story by Clarence 
E. Mulford; additional dialog by Harrison Jacobs; photographed by Rus- | 
sell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Evelyn | 
Venable, William Duncan, Clara Kimball Young, Charles Hughes, Dickie*| 
Jones, Roy Barcroft, Emily Fitzroy, John Beach. 


Eita McDaniels, Oscar Smith, William Haade, Stanley | Russell Metty. Cast: Lucille Ball, James Ellison, Lee Bowman, Granville 


Bates, Mantan Moreland, Dick Elliott, Florence Lake, Frank Shannon. 

‘LAWLESS VALLEY,’ produced by Bert Gilroy; directed by Dave How- 
ard; screen play by Oliver Drake; original by W. C. Tuttle: photographed 
by Harry Wild. Cast: George O’Brien, Kay Sutton, Walter Miller, George 
Burton, Bob Clark, Walter Patterson. 

RKO-Radie Pictures New in Preduction 

‘THE PURE EN MIND,’ formerly titled ‘SAINTS WITHOUT WINGS,’ 
produced and directed by P. J. Wolfson; original screen play by Albert 
Bein; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Anne Shirley, Roger Daniel, 
James McCallon, Walter Ward, Charles Pewers, John Fitzgerald, Fra 
Malo, Paul White, Alan Baxter, Walter Tetley, Arthur Hohl, Fred 
Kohler, Sr. 

‘LOVE AFFAIR,’ produced and directed by Leo McCarey; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: Irene Dunne, 
Charles Boyer, Lee Bowman, Maria Ouspenskaya, Maurice Moscovitch, 
Fred Malatesta, Scotty Beckett. 

‘PACIFIC LINER,’ produced by Robert Sisk; directed by Lew Landers; 
original by Anthony Coldeway and Henry Roberts Symonds; screen 
adaptation by John Twist; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Victor 
McLaglen, Chester Morris, Wendy Barrie, Alan Hale, Barry Fitzgerald, 
Paul Guilfoyle, Allan Lane, John Wray, Douglas Walton, Walter Miller. 

‘THE GREAT MAN VOTES,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Garson 
Kanin; original by Gerdos Malherbe Hillman; screen play by John Twist; 
photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: John Barrymore, Peter Holden, 


Virginia Weidler, Donald MacBride, Bennie Bartlett, Katharine Alexander, | 


Elisabeth Risdon, Granville Bates, Luis Alberni, Clarence Kolb, J. M. 
Kerrigan. 

‘THE CASTLES,’ produced by George Haight; directed by Henry Potter; 
no writing credits released; photographed by Robert De Grasse. Cast: 
Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Walter Brennan, Lew Fields. 
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‘SANTA FE STAMPEDE,’ produced by William Berke; directed by 
George Sherman; screen play by Luci Ward and Betty Burbridge; original 
by Luci Ward; photographed by Reggie Lanning. Cast: John Wayne, Ray 
Corrigan, Max Terhune. June Martel, William Farnum, LeRoy Mason, 
Martin Spellman, Genee Hall. 


‘COME ON, RANGER,’ formerly titled ‘TEXAS RANGER,’ produced by 
Charles E. Ford; directed by Joe Kane; original screen play by Gerald 
Geraghty and Jack Notteford; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: Roy 


| Rogers, Mary Hart, Raymond Hatton, J. Farrell MacDonald, Purnell Pratt, 


Lane Chandler, Bruce Macfarlane, Harry 
Gunnels. 


‘ORPHANS OF THE STREET,’ formerly titled ‘STRONGHEART,’ pro- 
duced by Herman Schlom; directed by Irving Pichel; original screen play 
by Earl Felton; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Tommy Ryan, 
Robert Livingston, June Storey, Ace (canine), Harry Davenport, James 
Burke, Ralph Morgan, Sidney Blackmer, Victor Killian. 

‘HAWK OF THE WILDERNESS’ (serial), produced by Robert Beche; co- 
directed by William Witney and Jack English; no writing credits released 
yet; photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Herman Brix, Jill Martin, 


Woods, Lee Powell, Chester 


‘ARREST BULLDOG DRUMMOND,’ formerly titled ‘SCOTLAND YARD | Monte Blue, Mala, Noble Johnson, William Royle, George Eldredge, Snow- 


VS. BULLDOG DRUMMOND’ (for 1938-39), produced by Stuart Walker 
for Harold Hurley unit; directed by James Hogan; original story by H. C. 
‘Sapper’ McNiele; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: John Howard, 
Heather Angel, H. B. Warner, Reginald Denny, E. E. Clive, Elizabeth Pat- 
terson, George Zucco, Jean Fenwick, Leonard Mudie, Clyde Cook, David 
Clyde, Ferdinand Munier, John Rogers. 

‘SAY IT IN FRENCH,’ produced and directed by Andrew Stone; screen 


flake, Dick Wessel, Tom Chatterton, Earl Askam, Jerry Sheldon, Harry | 


Tenbrook. 


‘STORM OVER BENGAL,’ formerly titled ‘BENGAL LANCER 
PATROL;’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by Sidney Salkow; 
original screen play by Garret Ford; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: 
Patric Knowles, Richard Cromwell, Rochelle Hudson, Colin Tapley, Doug- 


play by Frederick Jackson from play by Jacques Deval; photographed by | las Dumbrille, Halliwell Hobbes, Claude Alister, Clyde Cook. 


ictor Milner. Cast: Ray Milland, Olympe Bradna, Irene Hervey, Janet 
Beecher, Mary Carlisle, Erik Rhodes, Walter Kingsford, Holmes Herbert, 
Gertrude Sutton, Forbes Murray, Billy Daniels, William Collier, Sr., Mona 
Barrie, George P. Huntley, Billy Lee, Joseph P. Swickard, Gwen Kenyon, 
Jean Fenwick, Grace Goodal, Gus Glassmire, George Hickman, Walter 


‘RHYTHM OF THE SADDLE,’ formerly titled ‘RODEO BUSTER,’ pro- 
duced by Harry Grey; directed by George Sherman; original screen play 
by Paul Franklin; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley 
Burnette, Peggy Moran, Pert Kelton, LeRoy Mason, 


Republic Pix New in Productien 





Soderling, Major Sam Harris, Billy Benedict, George Magrill, Richard 
Denning, Arehie Twitchell, Ruth Rogers, Marek Windheim, Bert Roach, | 
Luana Walters, Joyce Mathews, Harriette Haddon, Byron Foulger, Bernice | 
Pilot, Clara Mackin Blore, Edward Earle, Hooper Atchley, Paul Newlan, | 
George Davis, Ed Cecil, Haydén Stevenson, Dolores Casey, Judy King, 
Marie Burton, Sheila Darcy, Paula De Cardo, Norah Gale, Helaine Moler, 


@ Dorothy White, Ethel Clayton, George Cooper, Max Barwyn. 
a Paramount Pix Now in Production | 


‘CAFE SOCIETY,’ produced by Jeff Lazarus; directed by Ed H. Griffith; 
no writing credits released; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Made- 
leine Carroll, Fred MacMurray, Shirley Ross, Claude Gillingwater, Allyn 


Joslyn, Don Alvarado, Mira McKinney, Hilda Plowright, Dorothy Tree, | 


Harlan Briggs, Frances Raymond, Ruth Rogers, Dorothy White. 

‘PERSONS 1N HIDING,’ G.M.O. production; associate producer, Edward 
T. Lowe; directed by Louis King; no writing credits released; photographed 
by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: Patricia Morison, Lynne Overman, William 
Henry, Elisabeth Risdon, Richard Carle, Charlotte Wynters, 


William | Number Number New in Be Placed Steries In 

Frawley, Judith Barrett, Hartley Tufts, Phillip Warren, Richard Denning, | of Pix Com- Sheet- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Dorothy Howe, Richard Stanley, John Hart. | Promised pleted ing Reems Cameras tion 
‘PARENTS ON PROBATION,’ G. M. O. production; associate producer, Total .........cec« 55 15 4 9 27 27 


William Wright; directed by George. Archainbaud; no writing credits re-| 
leased; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Charlie Ruggles, Mary Bo- 
land, Joyce Mathews, Donald O’Connor, Billy Lee. 

‘NEVER SAY DIE,’ produced by Paul Jones; directed by Elliott Nugent; 
no writing crecits released; photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: Martha 
Raye, Ecb Hcpe,'Ernest Cossart, Paul Harvey, Alan Mowbray, Siegfried 
Rumann, Andy Devine. 


“UNION PACIFIC,’ produced and directed by Cecil B. DeMille; asso- | 
ciate producer, William H. Pine; location director, Arthur Rosson; no. 


writing credits released; photographed by Victor Milner. Cast: Barbara 
Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Robert Preston, Akim Tamiroff, J. Carrol Naish, 
Lynne Overman, William Haade. 

‘ARIZONA BRACELETS,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by 
Leslie Selander; based on original story by John Rathmell; additional 
dialog and sequences by Harrison Jacobs; photogarphed by Russel Harlan. 
Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, George Hayes, Charlotte Wynters, 
Russell Hopton, Sonny Bupp, Jack Rockwell, Roy Barcroft, John Merton, 
Bob Kortman, and the King’s Men, quartet. 


RKO-Radio 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
GS oo ko obits 4% 50 10 5 4 31 31 
Sel E@e8€t co... 5 6. 3 0 i 1 2 2 
Herbert Wilcox... 1 0 0 t) 1 1 
we... UF ize ree ° 54 10 5 mi: 34 34 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘GUNGA DIN’ (for 1938-39), produced and directed by George Stevens; 
screen play by Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur; photographed by Joe 


‘WESTERN JAMBOREE,’ formerly titled ‘BLOOM ON THE STAGE,’ 
produced by Harry Grey; directed by Ralph Staub; screen play by Gerald 
Geraghty from original by Pat Harper; photographed by William Nobles. 
Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Jean Rouverol, Frank Darien, Jack 
Perrin, Jack Ingram, Harry. Holman, Ben Hewlett, Ray Teal. Esther Muir, 
Eddie Dean, Joe Frisco, Edward Roquello, George Walcott, Margaret Arm- 
strong, Kermit Maynard, Frankie Marvin, Davidson Clark. 


Sherman; no writing credits released; photographed by Jack Marta. 
John Wayne, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune. 


20th Century-Fox 


New Balance te 





Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


| ‘GIRL FROM BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘BY THE DAWN’S EARLY 
LIGHT?’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by 
| Gregory Ratoff; original by Gene Markey; photographed by Karl Freund. 
| Cast: Warner Baxter, Alice Faye, Charles Winninger, Keye Luke, Arthur 
| Treacher, Willie Fung, Doris Lloyd, Leonid Snegoff. 


‘EVERYBODY’S BABY,’ produced by John Stone; directed by Malcolm 
St. Clair; screen play by Karen DeWolf, Robert Chapin, Frances Hyland 
and Albert Ray; from original by Hilda Stone and Betty Reinhardt; photo- 
graphed by Edward Snyder. Cast: Jed Prouty, Shirley Deane, Spring 
Byington, Russell Gleason, Ken Howell, George Ernest, June Carlson, 
ae neg Roberts, Billy Mahan, Hattie McDaniel, Marvin Stephens, Claire 

uBrey. 


‘JESSE JAMES’ (for 1938-39, in Technicolor), produced by Nunnally 
Johnson; directed by Henry King; original screen play by Nunnally John- 
son; photo hed by George Barnes. Cast: Tyrone Power, Henry Fonda, 
Nancy Kelly, Walter Brennan, John Carradine, J. Edward Bromberg, Brian 
Donlevy, Douglas Fowley, Jane Darwell, Donald Meek, Ernest Whitman. 


‘KENTUCKY’ (in Technicolor), produced by Gene Markey; directed by 
David Butler; screen play by Lamar Trotti and John Taintor Foote; from 
novel, ‘Look of Eagles,’ by John Taintor; photographed by Ernest Palmer. 
Cast: Loretta Young, Richard Greene, Walter Brennan, Ralph Morgan, 
Willard Robinson, Douglas Dumbrille, James West, Charles Waldron, Karen 
Morley, Ward Robinson, Moroni Olsen. 

‘SAMSON AND LADIES,’ produced by Sol Wurtzel: directed by H. 
Bruce Humberstone; screen play by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan; from 
original by Hilda Stone and Betty Reinhardt; phetographed by Edward 
Snyder. Cast: Michael Whalen, Lynn Bari, Iva Stewart, Robert Allen, 
June Gale, Guinn Williams, Edward Brophy, John Miljan, Theodore Von 
| Eltz, Chester Clute. 

‘MR. MOTO TAKES A VACATION,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; di- 
rected by Norman Foster; original screen play by Philip MacDonald and 





‘RED RIVER RANGE,’ produced by William Berke; directed by r+ 
ast: 











(Continued from page 11) 





will be completed before the Christ- 
mas holidays. 





Cherteofl’s Aud, 
Lancaster, Pa., Ney. 1. 

Harry Chertcoff, owner of houses 
in this city, Lititz, Lemoyne, Sieelton, 
| Elizabethtown and Mt. Joy, has pur- 
chased the big Auditorium on Cum- 
berland street, near Fifth, Lebanon, 
Pa., near the center of the business 
district, and will completely recon- 
| Struct and enlarge it. Wé6ll invest 
about $60,000 in improvements. 

Erected 20 years ago the hall was 
originally built for dance and cwon- 
vention purposes, but later a seri s 
of ramps were constructed to tilt 
the floor towards the stage and 
screen, for film theatre uses. Changes 
will include a new front and air 
| conditioning. 
| Deal made by Lebanon County 
, Trust Co., recent owner, and Chert- 
coff. 











Omaha, Novy. 1. 
Business men at Chester, Neb., 
built a $30,000 community building, 
heusing the Auditorium theatre 
which seats 400. Pictures are shown 
four nights a week in the new house, 
just opened. 





*Philly Makes It Easier 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 

Highly-profitable new field has 
suddenly burst here upon motion 
picture supply houses and profes- 
sional lensers, It is the result of 
an idea that is spreading fast among 
city’s real estate firms, both large 
and small. Instead of former time- 
consuming and costly plan of driv- 
ing prospective purchasers or rent- 
ers from one theatre to another, 
they just sit in the realtors’ office 
now and the houses are unreeled be- 
fore them. 

Stunt has proven highly popular 
with the clients, too, for instead of 
the tiresome running around they 
formerly endured, a comfortable 
chair suffices for them to see not 
only the house itself, but shots of 
the surrounding neighborhood. When 
a buyer sees a theatre that particu- 
larly iaterests. him, that portion of 
the film is re-shown, and if he still 
likes it, the real estate man then 
takes him around, 

Firm of David and Austin New- 
man were first to use the device 
here. 





‘Buck Rogers’ 











(Continued from page 1) 





character of 500 years hence, bi- 
zarre weapons of planetary raid- 
ers, etc. ; 





Revamping Disks 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Due to hysteria raised by ‘War of 
Worlds’ broadcast, Julies Seltzer, ex- 
ploitation head for Hal Roach, was 
forced to revamp the transcription 
bally for ‘Topper Takes Trip.’ 
Script is cued from the orchestra to 
announcer, giving a flash from 
Hollywood that Billie Burke, suing 
for divorce, named Constance Ben- 
nett as the other woman. 

While the situation is based on a 
sequence in the picture, Roach 
studio now fears public’s gullibility 
and likelihood it might be accepted 
as actual. 

Seltzer is rewriting the script and 
studio ordered destroyed 200 discs 
pressed from original continuity. 

Judgment of Paramount execs is 
declared justified in refusing to make 
a picture from H. G. Wells’ book 
which was bought by the studio four 
years ago. Although laying out a 
stiff price for the volume, produc- 
tion heads foresaw possibility of 
audiences being thrown into hys- 
teria and decided to pass ft up. Un- 
likely any studio will take chance 
with material, as the first hurdle 
would be a Hays office okay. 

United Artists two years ago re- 
leased a picture produced by Alexan- 
der Korda based on H. G. Wells’ 
‘Shape of Things to Come.’ Fantastie 
yarn, although in the super-spectacle 
class, failed to create much of a stir 
among American picture fans. 








YOU GO YOUR WAY I’LL— 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Gene Autry and Smiley Burnette 
split up temporarily for separate 
10-day p.a. tours, Autry starting in 
Kansas City and Burnette in Detroit. 
Partnership is resumed in the next 





i (Continued on page 25) 


Autry picture at Republic, starting 
about Nov. 15. 
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‘Backed by the most extensive promotional 


campaign any short feature ever received! 


WALT DISNEY'S 


























TECHNICOLOR 


oo, Never in all motion picture history have any but 
we YY 4 | the most important feature attractions been 
\ 2 meas | ; given such nation-wide plugging! . . Stories, 
articles, art and pictorial layouts, editerials 
and fashion announcements in magazines whose ) 
{ poe NET PAID CIRCULATIONS TOTAL 15,542,945! i EA SE 
wae. be Look at the list already committed: LIFE . . j i + S 
a a PHOTOPLAY .. CUE .~. SCREEN GUIDE.. / "ME BA 
VOGUE .". MICKEY MOUSE MAGAZINE... LOOK / Rote ABI Ee 
’ —,, MCCALLS .~. HARPER'S BAZAAR . . STAGE . . Mor y crmoerts: 
> YOUNG AMERICA .~. MOVIE LIFE . . LIBERTY. . 
WOMAN'S DAY.. MOVIE STORY .. THEATRE ARTS 
-- SCHOLASTIC... ROCKEFELLER CENTER WEEKLY. 
Add to this a total of sixty-four licensees 
Ao _. signed up for one hundred and two separate 
ae articles of merchandise..Big window displays 
everywhere. Big fashion parades in depart-” 
ment stores. A PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN THAT 
CAN BE COMPARED ONLY WITH “SNOW WHITE.” 


Distributed by 
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THE GREAT WALTZ 


(Continued from page 15) 


formances. George Houston, as an- 
other sweetheart of the singer, im- 

resses with his playing, looks and 
his robust voice. Henry Hull, in the 


role of Franz Joseph, also is excel- | 


lent. Heading the remaining large 
supporting cast are Christian Rub, 
Herman Bing, Curt Bois, Al Shean, 
Bert Roach, Alma Kruger and 
Leonid Kinsky. Wear. 


BLONDIE 


Hollywood, Oct. 30. 


Celumbia release of Frank Sparks produc- 
tien Features Penny Singleton, Arthur 
lake, Larry Sims and Daisy. Directed by 
Frank Strayer. Sereenplay by Richard 
Fiourney, based on comic strip created by 
Chic Young Assistant director, Clifford 
Broughton; camera, Henry Freulich; editor, 
Gene PMavliek Previewed at Hillstrect, 
Los Angeles, Oct. 29, °38. Running time, 
6S mins. 

PERRI, cas 5 oVh ewe ccnadese Penny Singleton 
Dagweed...........++- ...»Arthur Lake 
Baby Pumpling..........-++-- Larry Simms 
OS Sr Gene Lockhart 
Elsie Haalip........-sccsceesees Ann Doran 
J. C. Détiners...... ee ceeeees Jonathan Hale 
Chester Franty.........ee++++ Gordon Oliver 
Mr. Mieks.................Stanley Andrews 
A |... cdkccccccdeantss  a2emmert 
Dive, BMBF... .cceccccces Kathleen Lockhart 
DorOUMy.. .. ...cccccscceseses Dorothy Mooore 
Mra. Puddle. ........cceeeeeeness Fay Helm 
DUNNE, Kis 0d cv owqcen 6 6csk dons Richard Fiske 
WISH. cocci csccccsccccccscecsssees Himself 





Columbia’s first of series based on 
the “Blondie’ comic strip characters 
by Chie Young gives indications that 
the studio has hit paydirt and group 
should have a long span of popu- 
larity. Blondie, Dagwood, Baby 
Dumpling and their dog Daisy 
make an ideal group around which 
to swing a domestic comedy series. 
Columbia turns out a particularly 
fine effort for the initial release, 
which gets the transplanted cartoon- 
to-fihm characters off to a good start. 

Turned out on moderate budget, 
‘Blondie’ bids for attention as a top 


programmer that must be spotted | 


in individual houses to particular re- 
quirements and possibilities. In key 
duals, it will fili the supporting 
bracket most acceptably; in subse- 
quent runs, especially those catering 
to family trade, it will get across in 
great style; while localities where 
the carteen strip has wide and popu- 
lar circulation may get it over profit- 
ably as a solo or top attraction of 
duals with exploitation. 


Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake and | 


baby Larry Simms are no coin at- 
tracters, but if series maintains 
standard of the first, pictures have 
chance of lifting the trio to marquee 
rating. 

Film characters are not as exag- 


gerated as those in the strip. But | 


characterizations of the four prin- 
cipals are easily recognizable to fol- 
lowers of the cartoon series, and 
have been faithfully re-created for 
film purposes. Penny Singleton is a 
vivacious Blondie, and Arthur Lake 
carries many of the mannerisms cf 
the pen-and-ink Dagwood to make 
him an excellent re-creation of the 
character. 


is a particularly happy choice for 


the mischievous youngster who gets 


everybody into trouble with his 
escapades and innocent questions. 
Daisy is the scraggly pup—and good. 

With most of the action revolving 
around this quartet, support can be 
changed easily for each succeeding 
picture, eliminating necessity of 
studio carrying a large group of 
players for the series, and providing 
for insertion of higher bracket cast 
if series sheuld click heavily. 

The Dagwood family is introduced 
on the eve of their fifth wedding an- 
niversary. Flighty wood gets 
wound up in financial iculties at 
both home and office, culminating 
in loss of furniture at the former, 
and his job at .the latter. 


thing straight. 


Throwseh it all runs a prominent 
strain of good, substantial comedy 
humor. There 


and down-to-earth 


are plenty of la and continual 
chuc . It’s light fare, but uni- 
versal in Richard Flournoy’s 


appeal. 
screenplav, which of necessity had 
to be mainly an original, i 


pemeaes of humanness and solid ma- 
ria 

Frank Strayer, who directed sev- 
eral of the Jones Family series for 
20th, handled ‘Blondie’ very efiect- 
ively. He gets the most out of every 
sequence, and direction of the baby 
in numerous episodes rates atten- 


Durango Valley Raiders 

Republic release of A. W. Haeckel pro ‘uc- 
tion. Stars Beb Steele. Directed by Sam 
Newfield, Sereenplay, George H. Pilymp- 
ten, frem original by Harry F. Oimated: 
camera, Robert Cline; editor, Rov (Claire. 
At Arena theatre, N. Y., Oct. 28, °38, dual. 
Running time, 356 mins. 





SROCRO SIRE. 0 2s occccccoccscts Bob Steele 
Betty McKay........« eeeee--Louise Stanley 
John MoKay.....ccccece «+.--Karl Hackett 
Oe ee eee Adame 
Sheriff Deviin.. 

Roone Cordner. . 

SRRt. TROP. a 00 cvcectes Horace Murphy 
DSi che Wey caked cbocbaoeeseen Jack Ingram 





Republic has dug deep into the 
book for this anemic westerner and 
ecme un wth only a slight variation 
of an old theme. This is a cheapie 


Young 
husband runs through series of mis- 
adventures until he lands a big order 
and Bilendie fronts for him to col- 
lect a fat commission to set every- 





tire production, including direction, 
leamera and casting below par. A 
| secondary dualer, at 
| Bob Steele is the star but even he, 
too, has fallen into stereoed ways, 
/many hoss oprys on a similar theme. 
This one deals with an unknown, 
masked bandit whose gang plunders 
the valley settlers. In order to ap- 
prehend the ‘Shadow,’ Steele also 
|! becomes a masked bandit and hi- 
|jacks the loot of the bandits. He 
finally captures the gang. Fer ro- 
mance there’s Louise Stanley. 


THE STORM 


of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
Charles Bickford, Bar 
Preston Foster, Tom Brown, 
Andy Devine, Frank Jenks, 
Hinds, Directed by Harold 

Story, Daniel Meore and 
screenplay, Daniel Moore, Hugh 
and Theodore Reeves; cameraman, 
Krasner; musical directer, Charles 
;: editor, Frank Gross. At Riveli, 
r.. week Oct. 29, "38 Running time, 


Universal release 
duction. Features 
ton MacLane, 
Nan Grey, 
Samuel 8S 
Young. 
King 
King 


eee eee Charles Bickford 
‘aptain Cogswell,......... Barton MacLane 
Znek, Bacay «i ccadevvsoecedis Preston Foster 
Tim Roberts. ...ccccccceseeseess Tom Brown 
Peggy PRIUPMPS.. vsccecececcvceces Nan Grey 
Hammer 2... cccevccvscevevececes Andy Devime 
Peter Carey...... peckeecétuces Frank Jenks 
Captain Kenny............Samuel S. Hinds 
Mrs. Roberts...ccccccccces Flerence Roberts 
of) Se rere rr eee ee Jack Mulhall 
Co eee eee Sree ee Helen Gilliland 
CmBet 6cniccceeestoit¢ege cee eee 
FECUY ccc ten ee6eccrscaeogesan Joseph Sawyer 
Jane ~++e++-Marion Martin 
MOTH .dcttocvsnceicsacdauses Dorothy 


Thoroughly hokey but reasonably 
entertaining he-man thriller about 
shipboard wireless operators, Loaded 
with enough rock-em-and-sock-em 
action to supply a whole Dick Tracy 
series, including several shipwrecks, 
fires, drunken brawls, a shipboard 
appendectomy by radio instructions, 
a flock of slugfests, romance, a 
brother-against-brother angle — and 
|oh yes, and-a storm at sea. Good 
;} enough for the duals, but too weak 
| for solo billing. 

Charles Bickford is the hard- 
drinking, two-fisted wireless opera- 
tor who wants his kid brother, Tom 
Brown, to be a scientific farmer. But 
the youngster defies him and be- 
comes an assistant operator on an- 
other ship for the same line. After 
Nan Grey operates on him by radio 
directions from shore during a 
| Pacific storm, Brown marries the 
| girl, Bickford is reconciled and de- 
| cides to reform and take a shore 
|job. But he indulges in one lasi 
| battle-royal with Barton MacLane, 
the skipper who left his pal to die on 
a sinking shiv. Preston Foster plays 
|the pal, Andy Devine is a comedy 
first mate, Frank Jenks is Bickford’s 
|assistant operator and Samuel S. 
| Hinds a long-suffering captain. 


| rip-roaring melodrama. 


| other hand it’s almost never dull. 


| Direction and acting are reason- 
| ably capable and, except for some 
cs | too obviously phoney lensing, the 
Larry Simms, baby of the family, | picture is as carefully produced as 
the story warrants. Not much mar- 
quee strength, but that is also prob- 


ably sufficient for requirements. 
Hobe. 


Dad and Dave Come to 


Town 


(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 
Sydney, Oct. 5. 
Britis, Empire Films release 
sound production. 
ald, Directed by Ken G. Hall. 
George Heath; music, 
Maurie Gillman, 








if ever there was one with the en- 


/probably because he’s been given so | - 


Hugh 


Arnold | 


| There’s nothing much more to say 
_ about ‘The Storm,’ except that it’s a 
| typically proficient Hollywood job of 
| making acceptable Class B entertain- 
|ment out of a script-writer’s file of 
It’s never 
|for a moment plausible, but on _ the 


of Cine- 
Stars Bert Bailey; fea- 
tures Shirley Ann Richards, Fred McDen- 
Screen 
play, Bert Bailey, Frank Harvey; camera, 
Hamilton Webber, 
At Capitol, Sydney. Rua- 


COLORADO TRAIL 


(WITH SONG) 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Charles Starret; features Iris Meredith and 
Sons of the Pioneers. Directed by Sam 
Frem original by Charles Fran- 
cis Royal; songs, Bob Nolan; musical di- 
rector, Morris Stoloff; camera, Ben Kline, 
At Central, N. Y.. week of Oct. 29, dual. 
Running time, 54 mins. 

Grant Bradiey...........:: Charles Starrett 
Joan Randall...............+: Iris Meredith 





Bem RMamGGe. cr ..cceccscces Edward LeSaint 
Pe OND i W.cia Occ Caw a niss sue Al Bridge 
| Deacon Webster.........+.... Robert Fiske 
Slash Driscoll. ........ss0s. ..,..Diek Curtis 
PT SY CPE PTET Bob Nelan 


Tombstone Terry...........-006- Hank Bell 
ve ..Edward Peil, Sr. 


; Cameron...... 


jac ceeecieue tt Edmund Cobb 
SUGRO Wemmeitac ac cic cacvecsne Jacek Clifferd 
and Sens of the Pioneers 


Western combining a new twist 
on the old range war plot with ex- 
cellent musical interpolations by the 
Sons of the Pioneers is above par. 
| It contains enough lead and knuckle 
throwing to satisfy even the most 
rabid juve action fans and, at the 
same time, is pleasant diversion for 
elders. 

Starrett is convincing as a western 
hero. His numerous kneck-’em- 
down and drag-’em-out = scenes, 
though some appear to have been 
teo perfectly staged, have a certain 
viciousness about them that others 
fail to get. May be in the bone-to- 
bone sound effects. Anyhow, they're 
bound to excite the kids. Starrett’s 
|\fave nag, without which no sage- 
brush star is complete, has it over 
most of the opposition. Distance 
shots of the chase are well photoed. 

In this Starrett is a wandering, 
professional gun fighter. First thing 
| he does on entering the locale of the 
story is save the life of the daughter 
of the leading rancher. That sets 
him solid and he’s given a job along 
with his guns, when the ranchers 
are faced with a range war. Own- 
ers of a neighboring ranch acquire 
rights to the only outlet from the 
valley and proceed to force other 
beef growers to sell market stock to 
them at low prices or lose ’em en- 
tirely. Starrett, of course, finally 
staves off threatening doom. 

Different twist to the story is in 
the fact that Starrett is the son of 
the leader of the enemy faction. 
Creates distrust and puts him in the 
middle of the opposing _ sides. 
Cleared when he turns defeat into 
victory by threatening to expose an 
old crime committed by his father. 
That squares the two off for a gun 
fight. Tension is built through 
initial reels by repetition of the fact 
that Starrett was taught his quick 
draw by the father. That’s built to 
the ultimate meeting in the street. 

Iris Meredith is the love interest 
which is also built as the film un- 
winds. She’s okay in the part which 
doesn’t require much. . Direction 
eeps .action moving, and the pho- 
tography is good. 


Irish and Proud of It 


(IRISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Guarantee! release of Denovan Pedelty 
Production. Directed by Pedelty. Stery, 
Dorothea Donn Byrne; screenplay, David 
Evans. At Belmont, N. Y., Oct, 29, '38. 
Running time, 78 mins. 














Denegh O'Conmnor......... Richard Hayward 
Moira Fiaherty............. Dinah Sheridan 
Mary Jonnson...csecccesss scene Gwen Gill 
Mike Finnegan...........George Pembroke 
Seam Deasy..... wecccccecsesss Liam Gaffney 
Benito Colombo............. Herbert Thorpe 
OG DUMOTe « . cccccccccocces Jimmy Mageen 





‘Irish’ is paradoxically one of the 
best and one of the worst of current 
crop of Irish film importations 
around’ New York—from an Irish- 
man’s point of view. It has much 
that makes it an entertaining film 


ning time, 90 mins, 
but, unfortunately, possesses much 
2 ga ra See Bert Bail — ’ 
Plss..csecccccccesck:@nbiay Atm MAshnede distasteful story material that might 
| Dawe. ..« = -ssesseeeeesseee: Dave seleanse se against its success with the 
Brac CV occccccesecsesccsscs illy yes rish. It’s best that it be presented 
Plerress ccc Swuney “Wheel, | 28.2 foreign entry without stressing 
MN ¢es0s0bcpsnacscasaenset Connie Mertyn | attraction to the Gaels. This would 
Joe. geitisttereeeeeseseeeene: -Ossie Wenban | be smart because, while it can amuse 
Bt tae sees eee she aws uetome Gaeae non-natives, it can arouse those it 
Rvan, O86. vevcseskcececse staal Crosby ; ys. There’s much in it that the 
RE ee oo Peter Finch | Irish usually resent, but then they 
RE. RO AS Cecii Perry | have overlooked similar slams be- 





G. Hall. 
easy for Australian consumption 
stix with a cinch for top takes. 


local studio floor. 


son and daughter, 
as the ‘farmer dressmaker.’ 


| a-plenty. 
over the radio, has 


some time. 


top honors going to Bailey. 





| Alec Kellaway is likewise 





makes it nicer for the b.o. Rick. 


Another b.o. click credited to Ken 
Film will find the going 


Out- 
side of ‘It Isn't Done.’ this picture is 
the most polished to come off any 


roaring. Handled by Bert Bailey 
and Fred McDonald, it’s one of the 
funniest screen bits seen here in 


Acting is of high standard, with 
McDon- 
ald is an excellent foil for the star 
| and Shirley Ann Richards brings a 
delightful freshness to her portrayal. 
Billy Rayes is, however, miscast as 
the juve, and Leila Steppe is only 


iocre. 
Production lavish; sets by Eric 
Thompson and camera work of 


George Heath are excellent. Princi- 
pal characters have been household 
names with Aussies fer years, which 


fore. 

The very sensitive Gaels have been 
known to force deletions or closings 
»| for less offensive things, such as as- 
sociations with pig-raising. It’s true 
that they are greatly interested in 
porkers but they don’t like to be 
reminded. In this instance they will 


It tells a most laughable story of a probebly most resent the fact that 
farmer, who, upon inheriting a city 
fashion salon, quits the farm and 
takes charge of affairs with his wife, 

i known 


$ Prodaac- 
tion is set at a pace to carry laughs 
One particular sequence, 
in which father and son do a plug 

the audience 


the film was made in non-Catholic 
northern Ireland and that it traves- 
ties the drinking and fighting pro- 
clivities of the race. 

Story is totally different from ex- 
pected Irish entry. It's streamlined 
in acting and direction, and shows 
and attempts to do more than play 
upon the sympathies senti- 

ities of the race, at home and 
nostalgic 


modern 
do much to make it slightly com- 
petitive with U. S. or British 


uct. 

Richard Hayward, Irish tenor 
whose recordings are familiar here, 
as well as in old country, takes the 
lead as an irresponsible London- 
Irish business man who is ‘kid- 
napped’ from London by his pals 
and released in a bag on fields ad- 
joining his birthplace after voicing 
the opinion he'd give his poke for a 
view of the ‘auld country.’ He's 
| befriended by Moira  Ftaherty, 





daughter of a local farmer, during 
his brief stay after being left by 
lane riding pals. He becomes em- 
broiled with an Irish-American boot- 
legger who has the farmers and bar- 
keepers scared into buying his 
‘poteen’ (potato whiskey). Latter re- 
turned home, after his Chicago days 
were over, and applied the hoodlum 
system to the Ballyvoraine township 
with the aid of an Italian cohort. 
There is much humor and intelli- 
gent dialog in picturing the compli- 
eated romance of little Irish girl 
(¥5-year-old Dinah Sheridan), her 
sodden old man who even drinks 
from a sink pipe, and scenes between 
Hayward and the torpedoes. Hay- 
ward (always dressed in tie and 
tails) is a better actor than singer 
and puts plenty of Irish whimsy 
into his lines. If ‘offensive’ parts can 





| be glossed over, all are to be com- | 
| plimented for turning cut a picture | 


that has the warmth and appeal that 
others contained without becoming 
maudlin, plus more genuine wit. 
| Fight scene between Hayward and 


| George Pembroke (gangster) is 


| pretty badly faked as is dubbed | 
singing sequence when captive Hay- | 
ward enters a singing and drinking | 
competition with his Italian jailer | 


which finally lulls latter into 
drunken stupor. On the whole, how- 
ever, much can be said for the at- 
tempt to offer something new, and 


All comes out well when Hayward 
licks the gangster and gets a con- 
tract for his concentrated foods from 
an interested American who also 


on a commercial radio sponsoring the 
goods. Reformed boy who worked 


fight in which the whole town is in 
the slugging. Hurl 


Education de Prince 


(‘Education ef a Prince’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Oct. 20. 


Paramount release of Compagnie Indus- 
trielie et Commerciaie Cinematogiraphique 
preduction. Features Lovie Jouvet, Elvire 
Popesce, Robert Lynen, Alerme, Josette 
Day. Directed by Alexandre Esway. Adant- 
ed bv Carlo Rim and Clouzot from Maurice 


Donnay’s story; camera, Burel. At Para- 
mount, Paris. Running time, !0 mins, 

ueen of Silistrie............ Elvire Popeseo 
PROM COOTCINUS 64640 0 2 asa cen Louis Jouvet 
CRs ics 0 cs 50 65s 0 CbRahes 0008 Alerme 
EPTUMCS BACKRs 660i iccccdwes tas Robert Lynen 
Mawiamne Hemerat .escccccccs ce cd Josette Day 
NE < MONI E aw 660 66066804 405680 Charpin 
Gisele Beryl...........-....-Mireille Perry 
Valet Temerson 





‘Education de Prince’ couples, oil 
concessions in a small 
country, an exiled young pretender 
to the throne and an ambitious 


make good light entertainment which 
weuld go better in France than any- 
where else, It’s not an outstander in 
French production but still is of high 
enough standard for a b.o. pull. 


tinually paying for new rights be- 
cause of unstable governments, so he 
decides to instal his own ruler. 
Youthful prince (Robert Lynen), 
who has lived most of his life in 


aration to take over power is 
interestingly handled by Louis Jou- 
vet, tutor to the new rich and court 
hangers-on. 

That the pretender has already 
fallen in love with a French school- 
mate (Josette Day) fits into the story 
but unexpected my my when she 
becomes his queen r the restora- 

Charpon, father of girl, uses 
fisherman's philosphy.on Jouvet to 
arrange that as well as an admiral- 


ship for himself, 
ions of a young boy, who has 
been brought up in a democratic 


country, with ideas of his own about 
love, ring true as Lynen attempts to 
renounce his rights rather than aban- 
don girl to become king. Jouvet as 
the impassable, unemotional charac- 
ter, who has devoted his life to mak- 
ing other men act entirely different 
from what they were born to be, 
carries much of picture's success. 
Elvire Pepesco fits better in the role 
of mother than i 


tering, bad-mannered businessmen a 
near-reality. Miss Day is just a 
little too natural for her part, but 
carries it well. 

Dialog carries some good Frer~h 
humor although some scenes, like 
these purporting to take care of te 


perience, would have to be cut in 








some countries. Hugo. 
(RUSSIAN-MADE 
Amkino releare of Mosfilm production. 


Directed by Ozigna Vertev. 


At Cameo, 
Oct. 14, °38. 


: a Running time, 45 





(In Russian; with English titles) 

A woman can take her place in a 
man’s world—at least in the Soviet— 
aceording to this propaganda piece, 
which extols the progress of So- 
viet’s womanhood and iis equality. 
But the message falls short due to 
poor preduction. Actually, it’s just 
another newsreeler. 

There are many shifting, repe- 
titious scenes. showing the women at 
various activities, but their negligibil- 
ity is caused particularly because of 
‘poor cameraing and editing. 





possibly daring, in Gaelic cinematics. | 


would ship him to the U.S. to sing | 


for the mobster gets the girl, after a | 


European | 


mother, all in a French setting, to | 


As French holder of oil conces- | 


sions in little country, Alerme is con- | 


France, is selected. His education in| given 


young pretender’s lack ef love e~-. 


Where the Buffalo Roam 


(WITH SONGS) 

Monogram release of Edward Finney pro- 
duction. Stars Tex Ritter; features Louise 
Maesey’s Westerners. Directed by Al Her- 
man, Sereenplay, Robert Emmett; camera, 
Francis Corby; editer, Fred Bain; songs, 
Ritter, Frank Sanueci, Frank Harford; 
musical director, Sanueci, Reviewed in 
Projection Room, N, Y., Oct. 27, ‘38. Run- 
ning time. 55 mins, 





SOND 5 6 dn ceecageendaree Tex Ritter 
a. er a Dorothy Short 
BENE. ciccccadicécieetes Horace Murphy 
a Mg Meee ee reer Snub Pollard 
ery erie Pree Richard Alexander 
BOS gi W866 ce wesgcead actrees Karl Hackett 
SUE nh 6060G0.0e sens ebaesethue Dave O'Brien 
ne Tree ore Tee tre. Ed Cassidy 
Oe. a vee needs uhbee cenk Charles King, Jr. 


Louise Massey’s Westerners 





“Where The Buffalo Roam’ gives 
Tex Ritter, its star, considerable op- 
| portunity to vocalize pleasantly, but 
save for his baritoning, there’s little 
enough to this hoss opry to warrant 


| better than dual treatment in the 
lower brackets. 
There are times when this yarn 


about a fighting marshal in the Old 
West moves brisky, but those times 
are few and far between. Ritter is 
the battler, and he’s some walloper, 
too, as the saddlers go, but when it 
comes to dialog that southwest drawl 
| Of his gets in the way, and it’s cer- 
tainly slow going. 
| Story is inconsequential enough; 
it’s been done before, and much bet- 
ter. Ritter sets out to avenge the 
murder of his mother and also to 
|mab outlaws who had been skinning 
| the buffalos, contrary to Uncle Sam’s 
pact with the Indians, which guaran- 
teed the redskins the animals for 
| their food. 
‘Where The Buffalo Roam’ is the 
| theme song, written by Ritter, Frank 
Sanford and Frank Sanucci, who also 
directed the music for the picture. 
It’s tuneful enough for this type of 
film, with Ritter handling the vocals. 
Louise Massey and her Westerners, a 
cowboy radio troupe, also have a 
little to-do. 

Supporting cast is mediocre. Cam- 
era gets occasionally good outdoor 
shots. 





Alerte en Mediterranee 


(‘Alert in the Mediterranean’) 
(FRENCH-MABE) 
Paris, Oct. 21. 
Compagnie Francaise Cinematographique 
release of Vega Production. Stars Pierre 


Fresnay; features Kim Peacock, Rolf 
| Wanka. Directed by Leo Joannon. Screen- 
| play, Leo Joannon; dialog, R. Vitrac; 
;} music, Michelet; camera, Marcel Lucien, 
| Clunie. At Aubert Palace, Paris. Run- 
| ning time, 105 mins. 

| 

' 


Cast: Pierre Fresnay, Kim Peacock, Rolf 
Wanka, Nadine Vogel, Aimes, Ardisson, 
Ledoux, Mariotti, Bergeron, Jean Daurand, 
Jean Tissier, Labry, Jean a@’'Y¥d, G. Tour- 
| reil, Georges Prieur, Temerson. 
| 





Here is one off the beaten French 
| track. And it’s good, standard prod- 
uct in any language. Made with an 
eye to international appeal, ‘Alerte 
\en Mediterranee’ steps into that class 
| by virtue of a story calculated to 
pull the emotions of diverse nation- 
alities and at the same time bear a 
| definite French trademark. 

| Direction is mostly deft with good 
| understanding of the three national- 
ities—French, English and German— 
used in this naval story, with the 

Mediterranean as the background. 
Some pretty far-fetched angles are 
play, and there are also, 
from a naval viewpoint, seme inac- 
curacies. However, it’s set for good 
returns here and will stack up well 
abroad. 

Calculated to capitalize on the dis- 
turbed condition in the Mediterra- 
nean as a result of the Spanish civil 
war, may suggest the conflict, but 
in reality that isn’t the case. Also, 
release came too late for the Spanish 
conflict to help much at the box 
office, world interest having shifted 
elsewhere. 

But from the start in Tangiers, 
where French, German and English 
warships are anchorged, a murder in 
a sailors’ roughhouse, a modern pi- 
rate chase for a freighter carrying 
an illicit cargo and a gantlet run 
thro miles of poisonous, gas- 
filled sea, which is threatening to 
kill all the passengers of a trapped 
liner, this one holds plenty of in- 
terest. 

Pierre Fresnay, Kim Peacock and 
Rolf Wanka are excellently cast. Na- 
dine Vogel is good as Fresnay’s wife 
_ and Aimos gets in some good licks 
@s a petty officer aboard the French 
ship. Hugo. 





MAN WITH 100 FACES 


| (BRITIsSH-MADE) 

| Gaumont-British pro@uction ond release. 
Features Tom Walls, Lilli Palmer, Noel 
Madisen. Directed by Albert de Courville. 
Screenplay, A. R. Rawlinson and Michiel 

| Pertwee; based on novel by W. B. N. Fer- 

| guson; adaptation, Basil Mason; . camera, 

| J. Cox; musical director, Louis Levy; film 

| oditer, A. C. O'Donoghue. At Rialto, N. 


| ¥., week Get. 31, "38. Running time, 72 
| mine, 
DNS. 061.8 5.06006R 4 6006 abdewebes Tom Walls 
| Baroness von Haltae........... LANi Paimer 
| Memigbe.... ccc ccccscccedcces NOGL Madison 
NN 6 55084censsoundtes Edmond Breen 
| Hambro Golding.............-Leon M. Lion 
[Sad 5'b6ddeu son dbanasiods Charlies Heslop 
(NS 6 0.0 668 S0ndedésoeasatrel Fthel Griffies 
i «+ cnccenndccegunene sili H. G. Stoker 
Le, aay Michael Shepley 
Inspector Lunt........... Henry Longhurst 
DORE 6506 0 504e de vébeéde taney = Dalby 
Pes 4 0. 6 dicccewasesinssoul Terver Penna 





This carelessly-made, but fairly 
engrossing crook meliler is accept- 
able for bottom-shelf dualjing, 
though net hefty enough for upper- 
billing. Lack of name strencth wil! 
j (Continued on page 23) 
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piaint of unethical conduct on the 
part of a member of either guild, 
‘and shall report periodically to the 
board of directors of each guild,’ 


Better Protection Sought 

Mass meeting of 850 actors heard 
19 points read, adopted a vote of 
confidence in the SAG agents’ com- 
mittee, and instructed that body to 
negotiate any deal that would pro- 
vide better protection for the actors 
in their dealings with agents. First 
meeting between actor committee 
headed by George Murphy, and 
agents represented by committee 
headed by Abe Lastfogel, has been 
held earlier in the day. It was at 
that time the actors accepted licens- 
ing plan. 

Another meeting between two 
groups was held Saturday (29) at 
which time they started to draw up 
a definite code of ethics. Commit- 
tees will meet two or three times 
weekly during the next two weeks to 
complete draft of pact under which 
the SAG will control operations of 
the agents. 

Levee, Lastfogel, Bert Allenberg 
and Judge Byron C. Hanna, AMG 
counsel, will handle negotiations for 
the agents. Ralph Morgan, SAG 
prexy: Kenneth Thomson, executive 
secretary; George Murphy, Laurence 
W. Beilenson, SAG counsel, will 
represent the _ actors. William 
Woolfenden will sit in with AMG 
committee as representative of in- 
devendent agents, who have been 
taken in as associate members of the 
AMG. 

Mass meeting of actors suggested 
that franchises for agents be limited 
to the motion picture industry un- 
less they could show definitely that 
they were qualified to represent ac- 
tors in the radio and other fields. 
Another recommendation was 
whether an actor should be required 
to pay a fee to his agent when the 
player secured a job for himself. 

Actors also are opposed to division 
of commissions between eastern and 
western agents. It was pointed out a 
player might be sent out from the 
east for specific job, but the New 





York agent continued to collect half 
of 10% fee although he was no longer 
active for the player. 

Agents have already agreed to put 
a stop-gap clause in all contracts 
written at present. This will provide 
that contracts later will be made to 
conform with any type of contract 
approved by the SAG. All existing 
contracts also will be made to con- 
form when licensing plan becomes 
effective. 

Principal objections of agents are to 
one-year contract limitation and 
cancellation clauses. Actors, how- 
ever, are certain to hold out for the 
one-year limitation. 

Indie Agents 

Following, indie agents have been 
given associate memberships in the 
AMG: Samuel Arnow, Associated 
Artists, Ltd., Jessie G. Abbott, Baldey 
Agency, Bob Brandies, David A. 
Bader, British-American Film 
Agency, Inc., Claude W. Bostock, Flo 
Browne, Lee Chadwick-Richard La- 





Marr. Inec., William B, Charney, 
David Chudnow, Inc., Coburn | 
Agency, Canlon-Armstrong, _Inc., | 


Crow Casting Agency, 
Agency, John Colombo. 

Don Davis, Gus Demling, Lewis J. 
Deuser, Richard Donaldson, Corp., 
Bill and Sabel Dunn, J. M. Doane, 
Clara Ellison, Betty Fairfax, C. M. 
Fliashnick, Freddie Fralick, Mitchell 
Geriz, Gill, House & Worthen, Harry 
M. Gould, Edward T. Henry, Walter 
Herzbrun, Mrs, Jessie Hirsch, Lou 
Irwin, Menifee M. Johnstone, Harry 
Jolson. Alex Kempner, Robert 
Knowlden, Paul Kohner, Inc., Earl 
Kramer. 

Leon M. Lance, Howard Lang, 
Ltd., Harry Lenetska, Evelyn Len- 


Grace Causy | 


ing, Abe Levine, Harold Leyton, 
Lichtig & Englander, McQuarrie 
Agency, Gene Mann, Art Meyer, 


Middleton-Sackin, Richard Monter, 
Edw. Gray, Ben Medford, Percival S. 
Montague, Newcom & Tully, Inc., 
Eleanore O'Reilly, Rodney Pantages, 
Richard K. Polimer, Jack Pomeroy, 
Fred Robinson, Tom Rooney, Joseph 


Rivkin, Ritechie-Campbell, Harry 
Rosen, Sig . Schlager, Inc., Max 
Shagrin, Arthur Silber-Edward 


Thompson, Frank Stempel, William 
Stephens, Inc., Schall-Martyn, Ed- 
ward E. Smith, Jack Sherrill, Dave 
W. Thompson, Granville Walker, 
David Warner, Richard M. Weed, 
Wells Agency, William C. Winship, 
ei fa M. Wookcy, Bill Woolfenden, 
ne, 
Cencessions for Indies ‘ 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- 


.es, Society of Motion Piciure Film 





ducers Association has agreed to ac- 


cept modification agreement of the 
Screen Actors Guild. The SAG has 
agreed to extend the 48-hour week 
for contract players to 54 hours and 
to substitute straight time instead of 
time and a half for overtime for 
day players after 10 hours. These 
concessions will apply only to west- 
erns and serials. Sam Wolf attorney 
for the Association, said members 
had agreed and that contracts would 
be inked this week. Monogram and 
Republic have already signed. 

The SAG turned thumbs down on 
request of Indies for slash in pay 
scales of extras and day players and 
refused to reduce Guild zone frem | 
300 to 50 miles from Los Angeles 

Charges of improper’ conduct | 
against Duke Lee, former member of | 
Junior Screen Actors’ Guild Coun- | 
cil, have been dismissed by the SAG | 
board of directors. It was charged | 
that Lee had attempted to organize | 
the extras outside the SAG and se- | 
cure a charter from the American | 
Federation of Labor. 

Central Casting has reported an in- | 
crease of 15% in jobs handed out to 
extras during October. Players will 
receive approximately $200,000 from | 
major companies. Total placements | 
for the month are estimated at 
18,000. 

Senior members of Screen Actors’ 
Guild are voting unanimously in 
favor of adoption of a new 
by-laws for the organization. Un- 
der the new setup extras will be 
granted a modified form of autono- 
my. Junior members will be per- 
mitted to initiate rules and regula- | 
tions and to appoint three members 
of their council to sit with the SAG 
board of directors when such rules 
and regulations are under considera- 
tion. | 

Lou Anger, v. p. of the United Ar- 
tists Theatre Corp., has been named 
as producer representative on perm- 
anent board to arbitrate differences 
that may arise over interpretation 
of the new Producer-SAG modifica- | 
tion agreement. Murray Kinnell will | 
represent the actors, with a third | 
member to be selected by these two. 

The Motion Picture Relief Fund 
has dropped plan to make a survey 
of. extra unemployment’ situation. 
Survey will be left to permanent ar- 


set of | 


| bitration committee, which has au- 


thority to recommend changes in 
wage scales and working conditions 
for the extras. ‘ 
Only Paid-Up Votes 
The Screen Writers Guild has 


notified members that only writers | 


in good sianding will be permitted 
to vote in the annual election of of- 
ficers on Nov. 9. This is the first 
time scriveners have laid down a 
ruling of this kind, but it is in line 
with policies of Screen Actors 
Guild, Screen Directors Guild and> 
other studio crafts. Action probably | 
will cut down total vote, since 50% | 
less writers are employed now than | 
at the same time last year. Charles 
Brackett, SWG v. p., is unopposed 
for e!evation to prexy. He will suc- 
ceed Dudley Nichols, who is a can- 
didate for the executive board. 

The SWG is expecied to appeal di- 
rect to the National Labor Relations 
Board in Washington this week un- 
less Dr. Towne Nylander, NLRB re- 
gional director, hands down decision 
on request of SWG for issuance of 
unfair labor practice complaints 
against major film companies. Peti- 
tion has been under consideration 
for two weeks. 

Jurisdictior fight over employes of 
Walt Disney Siudio was settled when 
the Federation of Screen Cartoonists 
agreed before the NLRB to exclude 
workers claimed by the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employ- 


j 


Editors and American Federation of 
Musicians. Walt Disney was callcd 
2s a witness, but was excused with- 
out testifying afer agreement had 
been reached. 

The film cutters were excluded | 
when Walter W. Sharp, Society busi- | 
ness manager, testified that the 15 
cutters employed by Disney were 
members of his organization. Car- | 
toonists then agreed to exclude’ 
makeup artists, musicians, grips, | 
property men, lamp operators, or 
jectionists, miniature workers, gaff. | 

| 
| 





ers, and sound, film and studio tech- 
nicians, and laborers. The Federa- 
tion then asked for certification as 
barvaining representative for re- 
maining members of the Guild. | 

Arthur Babbitt. prexy of the Fed- | 
eration, testified organization was | 


formed to escape the threat of the | 


IATSE to extend its jurisdiction to | 
the entire fiim industry. Arthur 
Keener, payroll clerk for Disney, 
testified that 675 workers were em- 
ployed at the studio on Feb. 11, the! 


| dent of the IATSE, and Bioff 
cently resigned as his personal rep- | 


} 


date the petition for certification was 
filed. ? 
Salaries Up to $500 


Clerk also testified that the pay 
scale at Disney’s ranges from $18 
per week to $500. He said the aver- 
age weekly pay was between $50 
and $60. He said all employes are 
given two weeks vacation with pay. 

Clerical workers in most studios 
have been placed on 5-day, 40-hour 
week. This schedule will be main- 





ruling on application of the wage- 

hour law to the film industry. 
Studio Utiity Employes Local 724 

has filed petitions with the NLRB 


| charging that producers have inter- 
| fered with the right of self-organi- 


zation of employes by contributing 


| money, property and other gif-.s to 


George E. Browne and William 
Bioff. Browne is international presi- 
re- 


resentative and head of the IA Coast 
offices. 

Petition claims producers coerced 
workers to withdraw from Local 724 
and join IATSE. The SUE asks for 
certification. as bargaining repre- 
sentative for the laborers and that 


unfair labor practice complaints be 


issued against the major companies 
and most of the larger independents 
with the exception of Republic. In- 
formal hearings on petition will be 
ordered this week by Dr. Towne Ny- 
lander, regional director of the 
NLRB. 





N. Y. NABES BATTLE 


MARQUEE RULINGS 


More than 25 theatres on upper 
Broadway between 59th and 125th 
streets are lining up to combat pro- 
posed measure, soon to be _ intro- 
duced in the N. Y. city council, 





| which would eliminate all film house 
‘marquees, 
ijnot only 


Newsreel Theatres, Inc., 
is leading the fight but 
suggesting an amendment in the 


present city law, limiting marquees | 
to two feet in height, marquees of | 
| nine feet. 
This small circuit’s new theatre at | 
|72nd street and Broadway is a focal 
‘point in the present move which is 


reported backed by certain real es- 
tate interests bucking the invasion 
of picture theatres in this area. New 


72nd St. newsreel house has a mar- | 


quee four feet high as a result of 
the ruling by the Board of Standards 
,and Appeals. Redress is being asked 
‘by realtors on the size of this mar- 
| quee, 


Exhibitors are fighting the elim- 
jination of mafquees claiming. that 


such an ordinance would do their | 


houses irreparable damage. Several 
exhibs pointed out this week that 
the theatre marquees were more at- 
tractive than some of those on apart- 
ment houses and hotels owned or 
controlled by real estate interests 
reported back of the present fight 
on cinemas. Measure to eliminate 


/marquees in this area is due to be 


introduced in the city council this 


‘month. Exhibitors already have an 


amendment drawn up which would 
extend the two-foot limit to nine 
feet in this district. 


To those in the trade, present 


,squabble appears to be a spiie fiztht 


instigated by certain realtors despite 
the fact that the Wesi Side Realty 


Association is purported to be among | 


backers of the measure for marquee 
elimination. But sweeping nature 
of proposed measure would hit im- 
portant operations of both Loew and 
RKO circuits besides several inde- 
pendent houses. 





RKO Routing Horrors 


Following the booking of ‘Dracula’ 
end ‘irankensicin’ for the Albce. 
Brooklyn, where current. RKO is 





| taking the brace of chillers for the | 
Pictures will be 


rest of the circuit. 
played together on double bills. 
These two old Universal horror 
items and much older Valentino 
silents hcve enjoyed by far the bost 
business among reissues this seoson. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Release title of ‘Bloom on the 
Sage’ at Republic is ‘Western Jam- 


| boree.’ 


Republic changed ‘Texas Ranger’ 
to ‘Come On, Rangers.’ 

‘Rose of Washington Square’ is 
new tag for ‘Bowery Nightingale’ 
at 20th-Fox. 

Universal changed two tags: ‘West. 


Side Miracle’ to ‘Seerets of a Nurse,’ | ing for poor working girl and keep- | 


and ‘The Dead Don’t Care’ io ‘The 
Last Warning.’ 


tained until companies get a definite | 





| Film Reviews 





(Continued from page 22) 
hurt its draw, while press and word- 
oi-mouth will likewise be tough, but 
at least its title should be a come- 
| on for crime film addicis. 

From the number of dangling 
threads and unexplained circum- 
stances, ‘Man With 100 Faces’ might 
ibe the first (or 2'st) of a series. 
|Everything from why the hero pulls 
| his quixotie jewel thefis to who the 

heroine really is and how either of 
ithem geis that wa, 
|bound mysiery at the finale. Appar- 
|ently it costs money to tie up the 

loose ends, for they certainly 

|skimped on that detail with this low- 
| budget job. 
| Yarn deals with a fabulou. jewel 
| thief, a sort of Robin Hood with a 
monocle and a saichel-full of dis- 
guises, who robs the rich to endow 
| hosvitals and carry on similar pub- 
| lic benefactions. He's a typical film 
| Raffles, always suave, always at the 
| service of a lady in distress, always 
| just a jump chead of the cops and 
|always thwarting the common run 
|of robbers who merely steal for 
itheir own profit. Picture also runs 
| strictly in’ the groove by having a 
| beautiful and hysierious gal in love 
with the illusive light-fingers. It’s 
all completely implausible, but things 
\lkkeep happening fast enough to main- 
| tain interst. 

Albert de Courville’s 
overlooks any suggestion «f logic in 
the story, and siresses the melodra- 
matics. It’s a painfully stereotyped 
| job only partly redeemed by what 








appears to have been a fairly in- | 


| triguing original novel. Tom Walls 
bangs the more obvious features of 
| ihe part of the 100-map crook. Lilli 
Palmer makes a comely heroine, 
|though her looks are somewhat 
|dimmed by bad lighting. She uses 
| her voice with expressive quietness 
;and acts es eloquently as the direc- 
| tion permits. Others in the film are 
standard, Hobe. 


_ VERWEHTE SPUREN 


(‘Covered Tracks’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
Berlin, Oct. 17. 


Tobis release of Mejesiic Film. Directed 
| by Veit Ilurlan. Features Kristina Soeder- 
|} baum and Frits van Dongan. Screen play, 
Thea von Harbou, Felix Lutzsencorf and 
liarlan; music, Hans Otto Borgmann; cam- 


}era, Bruno Mondi; edit., Harianne Behr. 
| At Gloria Palast. Running time, 92 mins. 
| Madeleine Lawrence....... Charlotte Schulz 
COUUONOK ok b. 64020447 kristina Socderbaum 
Bed  SEOR ck accdice dances Frits van Dongen 
| Mead of Police......sces Frie rich Kayssler 
| Count 2) eee Heinrich Schroth 
DRDOB Sie dicccdsccebisdeceds Leo Peukert 
| DSM: sates theses swan Jakob Tiedtke 
CRNGADs oes suaenbebenes -Milena v. Eckhardt 
oo Py eT eee Nene Hermann Wasner 
aT Tee eee ye Paul Dahle 
bPNOOO 5 i066 ossicles ceayes Hans Stiebner 
RM ob 6406 Vr ct onekeeed Cee ob ee Paul Bildt 





| Peak purse expended by Tobis- 
Majestic on this drama is likely to 
exceed the reiurns. Initial drawback 
is failure of screen writer trio. Orig- 
inal theme, supposedly authentic, 
has already intrigued numerous 
writers, among them Alexander 
Woollcott, who gives an unembel- 
lished account of the legend in his 
“Vanished Lady.’ 

Weakness of story is padded by the 
director, who sets it into a bulbous 
frame of debatable taste, which often 
crams the one-thread yarn com- 
pletely out of the picture. 

After starting off with a wham, 
' tale twines into practically a mon- 
_ Olog for the young girl, Seraphiné, in 
| search of her mother who had van- 
| ished overnight. Failure to find the 
| slightest trace of her whereabouts 
brings girl near madness. Until 
slight clue unravels mystery. Mother 
was a victim of the black plague and 
t9 prevent a panic—Paris was in the 
throes of the 1867 world exposition 





extent of completely erasing it from 
all registers. 

Carrying role, altogether her sec- 
ond, was in the hanes of the young 
Kristina Soederb2um. Girl has ex- 
ceptional ability but is led by direc- 
tor Harlen to overact. Her mele 
partrer, Fritz van Dongen, pvssively 
stones by but is ready when the final 
clinch is due. Rest of bis erst gives 
added weight to the picture. Trask. 


LUMIERES DE PARIS 


(‘Lights of Paris’) 
| ( FRENCH-MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 

Paris, Oct. 20. 


Film release of M. M. 





Perris 


MAN WITH 100 FACES 


is still a fog- | 


direction | 


—her death wes hushed up to the | 


Hakim pro- | 


some good comedy and a movement 
that carries well throughout. 

Rossi has good support and film 
will do better than his previous pic- 
tures, with a corresponding better 
ciance abroad. Settings are above 
French average with Jacques Caarles 
adding the worthwhile touches with 
ae dances, done by the Blue Bell 
girls. 

Set in the revue metier, where 
Rossi is already established with the 
| femmes, yarn sees him mee.ing the 
| girl Michele Alfa through friend 
| secre:ary, Raymond Cordy, at inex- 
| pensive cafe. Secret is guarded un- 
| til theatre publicity man learns of 
romance. Girl then disappears but 
|is brousht back. for reconciliation 
| when on an opening ritht temnera- 
| menial femme lead refuses to g9 on, 
| So Rossi takes girl out of audience 
|} to pinch-hit. Hakim has wisely not 
| overloaded it with Rossi’s songs for 
|} even thouch they’re popular in many 
sections of France, the type doesn't 
click everywhere. 

Cordy is given h's first big chance 
with light comedy and does the most 
with it. Miss Alfa shows well with 
a bigcer part than usual. Conchita 
Montenegro takes care of the tem- 
peramenial aciress excellently while 
Marie Bizet edds to the comedy. 
Pho:‘ography for the most part is 
good but lighting of stage szenes 
could be improved. Songs are sweet 
|and somewhat drippy, but up Rossi's 
| alley. Hugo. 








| KONZERT IN TIROL 

| (‘Concert in the Tyrol’) 

} (AUSTRIAN-MADE) 
Berlin, Oct. 19. 


Tobis Filmkunst re'erse of Vindolona 
Film, Vienna. Production directe] by Karl 
Heirz Moartin. Stars Vienna Choir Bors, 
Sereonrlay, Cerhard RPuchho'z and Erwin 
Kre‘xer; music, Willi Schmidt-Gertner; 
camera, Coorg Burgbrauer, At Ufa Kure 
furctendamm. Running time, 84 mins. 
SSUES odd Va cata ses cs boWees Weli Fint:enzecller 
Leni's father........ Fercinard Maverho‘’ter 
rs f , Serpe peeps ey er Hans Holt 
WOCRINOEr. Ss cccsisek tenders Vritz Kamovers 
ONO sb s Soka tduchethancaa Elfriede Gerhart 
Vienna Choir Bors...... Vienna Choir Boys 





(In: German) 

Competent vehicle to exnloit sing- 
int and acting propensities of the 
Vienna Choir Boys. Top-trained 
chorus of tots, known in the Staics 
as a concertizing body, shows ¢x- 
e2ntional suitebility to screen work. 
Germen celluloid could only profit 
by building up this vouthiful flock. 

Thourh no individual names are 
j listed on screen or program, there 
are marked ‘insiances of strong sin- 
fle tolent. Lads’ natural histrionie 
bend has elways been used in cose 
tume sketches included in their mue 
sical bill-of-fare. 

Tyrole*n mountain setup, village 
school with a music-mad master, ski- 
ing as well as an imporomopiu concert 
at the leading sports hotel give the 
kids a chance to sing. Wrapned 
around it is the schoolm-ster’s love 
story 2nd a criminal conflict brouvtht 
in by the blundering heavy out for 
the same girl. It is up to the boys 
to clecr the debris for a hnnpy end 
and they manage well with some 
nice bits of ecmedvy in their favor. 

Director Karl Heinz Martin hes a 
refreshing wov with the youths. By 
now Heli Finkenzeler has played 
enouch mountain bairns to be edent 
and Hans Holt is a natur‘l and lilre- 
rb'e dominie. Elfriede Gerhart. as 
Sylvia, is a new, promising looker. 
But artificial makeup prevents riv- 
ing her a definite sendoff. Sun? is 
food, but artv camera and lighting 
are touvh on the eye. 

Snipning of some tune footare, 
| esnecially in the concert serene, 
| will give the film even bet’ ». o, 
| chances. Trask. 


| STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Universal bought Dr. James Ed- 
_ ward's novel, ‘Murder In the Sur- 
gery. 
|. Charles Francis Royal s-ld ‘A 
| Knight in Ghost Town’ to RKO. 
| Paramount prrehesed Me--tyoll 
| Shanc’s original, ‘Grand Jury 
Serrots,’ 
| Riehcrd Envl'sh soid his ‘Hot 
| Pieno’ to Metro. 

FKO bovesht |. C. Pot‘er’s orig- 
intl, ‘What’s a Fixcr For?’ 

Metro prrchascd “The Nickel Show,’ 
by Vera Caspary. 

‘Madame Pompadour,” old time 
musical comedy, bought by Metro. 

Werner's acouired ‘Fon'stens In 
the Dark,’ London stage play. 


STUDIO CONTRACTS 

















duction. Stars Tino Rossi; features Con- ! 

chita Montenegro, Michele Alfa, Raymond ‘ Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Cordy. Directed by R'chard Pottier.| Smith Dawless signed to writer 
scenuiio, Rene Pujol; dances, Jacques contract by Warners 

Charles; music, Himmel, Moises Simons, “ 


Jean Sautrenil; camera, Curt Conrant, 
Claude Renoir, At Rex Cine:na, Paris. 
tunning time, 9% mins. 

Cast: Tino Rossi, Michele Alfa, Conchita 
; Montenegro, Raymond Cordy, 
| (udart. Pasquali, Doumen. 

teau, Carette. 





to date, “Lumicres de Paris’ 
more worthwhile musical 


Marie Bizet, | 
Georges Fla- | 


The best film Tino Rossi has done | 
is a 
attemnt ; pl-ver ontion. 


| Metro picked up Gale Sonder- 
| ga>rd’s option. 
| Paramount renewed William 
| Herry’s ployer ticket. 

Corey Ford signed to writer pact 
by Hal Roach. 

Heather Angel inked two-picture 
desl at Paramount. 

Universcl lifted Harris Berger's 


than usual. Basis for story is worn,| Howard Brethe~ton sitned two-pice 
dealing with a mvsic hall idol fall- ture director deal at Monogram. 

i 1 : Universal renewed. Jerry Sack- 
ing his identity _a secret until the heim's pact as executive ‘assistant 
happy ending. But it’s not without ' to Cliff Work. 
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Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 20) 


Norman Foster; photographed by Charles Clarke. Cast: Peter Lorre, Vir- 
ginia Field, John King, Joseph Schildkraut, Lionel Atwill, Iva Stewart, 
George P. Huntley, Victor Varconi. 

‘THE ARIZONA WILDCAT,’ produced by John Stone; directed by Her- 
bert I. Leeds; screen play by Barry Trivers and Jerry Cady from original 
idea by Frances Hyland and Albert Ray; photographed by Lucien Andriot. 
Cast: Jane Withers, Leo Carrillo, Pauline Moore, Henry Wilcoxon, Etienne 
Girardot, Douglas Fowley, William Henry, Henry Woods, Rosita Harlan. 


‘UP THE RIVER,’ formerly titled ‘HARD TO GET,’ produced by Sol 


Kavanaugh; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Charles Ruggles, Maxie 
Rosenbloom, Marian Martin, Ona Munson, Georgia Kaine, Raymond Par- 
ker, Frances Robinson, Richard Lane, Benny Baker, Stepin Fetchit, Stan- 
ley Hughes, Regis Toomey. 


Ford Beebe and Saul Goodkind; screen play by Norman Hall and Ray 

Trampe from cartoon strip by Dick Calkins and Phil Nolan; photographed 

by Jerry Ash. Cast: Larry Crabbe, Constance Moore, Reed Howes. 

} gage Oakman, Jackie Moran, Carleton Young, Henry Brandon, Philson 
n. 


directed by Erle Kenton; original screen play by Edward Eliseu and Morti- 
mer Offner; photographed by George Robinson. Cast: Mary Boland, 


Little Tough Guys — Frankie Thomas, Hally Chester, Harris Berger. 
Charles Duncan, David Gorcey and Lester Jay. 





Wurtzel; directed by Alfred Werker; screen play by Lou Breslow and John 
Patrick; based on original story by Maurine Watkins; photographed 
by Robert Planck. Cast: Preston Foster, Phyllis Brooks, Tony Martin, 
Arthur Treacher, Bill Robinson, Slim Summerville, Jane Darwell, Eddie | 
Collins, Alan Dinehart, Robert Allen, Sidney Toler. 

‘JUST AROUND THE CORNER’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by | 
David Hempstead; directed by Irving Cummings; screen play by J. P. 
McEvoy and Ethel Hill; original story by Kenneth Earle and Howard 
Smith; sougs by Walter Bullock and Harold Spina; photographed by Arthur 
Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Joan Davis, Bill Robinson, Charles Farrell, 
Bert Lahr, George Barbier, Franklin Pangborn, Bennie Bartlett, Amanda 
Duff, 


20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 


‘THE LITTLE PRINCESS’ (in Technicolor), produced by Gene Markey; 
directed by Walter Lang; screen play by Ethel Hill and Walter Ferris; 
based on novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett; photographed by Arthur 
Miller; Technicolor photography by William Skall. Cast: Shirley Temple, 
Richard Greene, Anita Louise, Ian Hunter, Cesar Romero, Arthur Treacher, | 
Mary Nash, Sybil Jason, Miles Mander, Marcia Mae Jones, Deidre Gale, | 
Ira Stevens. 

‘TAIL SPEN,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown; directed by Roy Del Ruth; 
original screen play by Frank Wead; photographed by John Mescall. Cast: | 
Alice Faye, Constance Bennétt, Nancy Kelly, Joan Davis, Charles Farrell, | 
Jane Wyman, John King, Wally Vernon, Joan Valerie, Robert Lowery, 
Edward Norris, J. Anthony Hughes, Jack Pennick. } 

‘THE THREE MUSKETEERS,’ produced by Raymond Griffith; directed 
by Allan Dwan; music and lyrics by Sid Kuller, Ray Golden, Walter Bul- 
lock and Samuel Pokrass; no writing credits released; photographed by | 
Peverell Marley. Cast: Ritz Brothers, Don Ameche, Gloria Stuart, Pauline 
Moore, Binnie Barnes, Joseph Schildkraut, John Carradine, John King, 
Lionel Atwill, Douglas Dumbrille, Miles Mander, Russell Hicks. 

‘THANKS FOR EVERYTHING,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown; directed 
by William A. Seiter; music and lyrics by Mack Gordon and Harry Revel; 
screen play by Harry Tugend; adaptation by Curtis Kenyon and Art 
Arthur; based on story by Gilbert Wright; photographed by Lucien 
Andriot. Cast: Jack Oakie, Adolphe Menjou, Jack Haley, Arleen Whelan, 
Binnie Barnes, Tony Martin, Herman Bing, Gregory Gaye. 


United Artists 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn.. 4 0 0 ra | 3 3 
SOO hos i ieee 2 0 0 2 0 0 
Walter Wanger... 8 0 0 1 7 7 
CRAB © 65.5 own ves 1 0 0 0 1 1 
OES sb waren eeee 8 1 0 1 6 6 
London Films..... 5 2 0 0 3 3 
Edward Small.... 5 0 0 1 4 4 
yer ° 33 3 0 6 4 4 


Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘THE YOUNG IN HEART,’ produced by David O. Selznick; directed by 
Richard Wallace; screen play by Paul Osborne and Charles Bennett from 
novel by LA.R. Wylie, ‘The Gay Banditti’; photographed by Leon Shamroy. 
Cast: Janet Gaynor, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Paulette Goddard, Roland 
Young, Billie Burke, Richard Carlson, Minnie Dupree, Margaret Early. 
Charles Halton, Lya Lys, Eily Malyon,. Henry Stephensen, Tom Ricketts. 


‘TRADE WINDS,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by Tay Gar- 
nett; screen play by Dorothy Parker, Alan Campbell and Frank R. Adams 
from original story by Tay Garnett; photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: 
Fredric March, Joan Bennett, Ralph Bellamy, Ann Sothern, Alan Baxter, 
Robert Emmett O’Connor, Patricia Farr, Wilma Francis, Kay Linaker, 
Dorothy Tree, Phyliis Barry, Walter Bryon, Wilson Benge, Harry Paine, 
Hooper Atchley, Franklin Parker,-Lee Phelps, John Webb Dillion, Dick 
Rush, Mrs. Sojin, Gloria Youngblood, Ethelreda Leopold, Marie DeForest, 
Earl Wallace, Princess Luana, Paulita Arbivu, Iko Magara, Suzanne 
Kaaren, Lotus Liu, Robert Elliott, Sidney Blackmer. 

‘TOPPER TAKES A TRIP.’ produced by Milton H. Bren for Hal Roach; 
directed by Norman Z. McLeod; screen play by Jack Jevne and Eddie 
Moran from the Thorne Smith novel; photographed by. Norbert Brodine. 
Cast: Constance Bennett, Roland Young, Billie Burke, Alan Mowbray, 
Verree Teasdale, Alexander D’Arcy, Franklin Pangborn, Leon Belasco, 
Irving Pichel. 

‘MADE FOR EACH OTHER,’ produced by David O. Selznick: directed 
by John Cromwell; screen play by Jo Swerling; photographed by Leon 
Shamroy. Cast: Carole Lombard, James Stewart, Lucile Watson, Donald 
Briggs, Charles Coburn, Arthur Hoyt, Ruth Weston, Nella Walker. Harland 
Briggs, Mickey Rentschler, Esther Dale, Edwin Maxwell, Tully Marshall. 

‘THE COWBOY AND THE LADY, formerly titled ‘LADY AND THE 
COWBOY’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed 
by H. C. Potter; screen play by Sam Behrman from an original by Leo 
McCarey and Frank R. Adams; photographed by Gregg Toland. Cast: 
Gary Cooper, Merle Oberon, David Niven, Thomas Mitchell, Walter Bren- 
nan, Patsy Kelly, Mabel Todd, Fuzzy Knight, Henry Kolker, Emma Dunn, 
Harry Davenport. 


‘DUKE OF WEST POINT,’ produced by Edward Small; directed by 
Alfred E. Green; original screen play by George Bruce; photographed by 
Robert Planck. Cast: Loyis Hayward, Joan Fontaine, Tom Brown, Richard 
Carlson, Alan Curtis, Jonathan Hale, Gaylord Pendleton, Donald Barry, 
George McKay, Lane Chandler, William Bakewell. 


New Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Cem- Shoot- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tien 
BO ite bbws sas 48 ll 5 10 22 22 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 
‘RED BARRY’ (serial) (for 1938-39 season), produced by Barney Sarecky: 


directed by Ford Beebe and Alan James: screen play by Ford Beebe. | 
Norman Hall, Ray Trampe; photographed by Jerry Ash. ast: Larry | 


(Buster) Crabbe. Frances Robinson, Edna Sedgwick. 


‘SWING THAT CHEER’ (for 1938-39), produced by Max Golden; directed 
by Harold Schuster; story by Thomas Ahearn and F. Maury Grossman; 


Paul Malvern; directed by George Waggner; original screen play by 
Joseph West; photographed by Harry Neumann. Cast: Bob Baker, Fay 


| Shannon, George Cleveland, Forrest Taylor, Glenn Strange, Jack Kirk, 


Hank Warden, Martin Turner. 


‘EXPOSED,’ produced by Max H. Golden; directed by Harold Shuster; 
screen play by Charles Kaufman and Franklin Coen; photographed by 
Stanley Cortez. 
David Oliver, Charles B. Brown, Lorraine Krueger, Chester Clute. 


‘STRANGE FACES,’ produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Errol Taggart; 
screen play by Charles Grayson from original story by Cornelius Reece 
and Arndt Giusti; potographed by Elwood Bredell. 
Frank Jenks, Andy Devine, Leon Ames, Mary Treen. 

Universal Pix Now in Preduct on 

‘THE EAGLE SCOUT?’ (serial), produced by Henry MacRae; co-directed | 
by Ray Taylor and Alan James; original story by J. Irving Crump; screen | 
play by Wyndham Gittens, George Plymton, Basil Dickey and Joseph | 
Poland; photographed by William Sickner. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Lucy 
Gilman, William Ruhl, David Durand, Ralph Dunn, Frank Coghlan, Jr., | 
Sidney Miller, Jason Robards, Victor Adams, Richard Botilier, Bill 
Cody. Jr. 

‘THE DEAD. DON’T CARE,’ Crime Club production; produced by Irving 
Starr; directed by. Al Rogell; screen play by Edmund L. Hartmann from 
novel gy Jonathan Latimer; photographed by George Meehan. Cast: 
Preston Foster, Frank Jenks, Frances Robinson, Kay Linaker, Joyce Comp- 


| ton, E. E. Clive, Orville Caldwell, Alfred Dekker. 


‘SINGING SHERIFF,’ produced by Trem Carr; associate producer, Paul 
Malvern; directed by George Waggner; original screen play by Joseph 
West; photographed by Harry Neumann. Cast: Bob Baker, Marjorie Bell, 
Carleton Young, Jack Kirk, Glenn Strange, Forrest Taylor, Frank Ellis. 

‘PLANE 66,’ produced by Barney Sarecky; directed by Joe McDonough; 
screen play by Lester Cole and Ben Grauman Kohn from original story 
by Lester Cole; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Kent Taylor, Rochelle 
Hudson, Marion Martin, Lucien Littlefield, Stanley Andrews, Horace Mac- 
Mahon, Ray Walker, Frank Puglia, Guy Usher, Eddie Chandler, Henry 
Branden, John Harmon. 


Warners 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Roems Cameras tion 
ZOOM 6iiicivitsces ° 52 6 5 16 25 25 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘COMET OVER BROADWAY,’ formerly titled ‘CURTAIN CALL,’ pro- 
duced by Bryan Foy; directed by John Farrow; screen play by Mark Hel- | 


Wong Howe. Cast: Kay Francis, Ian Hunter, Janet Chapman, Melville 
Cooper, Donald Crisp, John Litel, Ian Keith. 

‘BLACKWELLS ISLAND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
McGann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur and Dave Marcus; photo- 
graphed by Sid Hickox. Cast: John Garfield, Rosemary Lane, Morgan 


Charley Foy, Norman Willis, Granville Bates, Raymond Barley, Jimmy 
O’Gatty. Wade Boteler, William Davidson, Walter Young. 


‘THEY MADE ME A CRIMINAL,’ produced by Benjamin Glazer; direct- 


Millhauser and Beulah Dix: photographed by James Howe. Cast: John 
Garfield, Gloria Dickson, Beulah Bondi, Claude Rains, Billy Halop, Huntz 
Hall, Leo Gorcey, Gabriel Dell, Bobby Jordon, Bernard Punsley. 

‘LOVE BITES MAN,’ formerly titled ‘UNFIT TO PRINT,’ produced by 
Sam Bischoff; directed by James Flood; screen play by Earl Baldwin, 
Niven Busch, Lawrence Kimble and Robert Buckner from original story 
by Saul Elkins and Sally Sandlin; photographed by Charles Rosher. Cast: 
Pat O’Brien, Joan Blondell, Bobby Jordan, Alan Baxter, Joe Cunningham, 
Douglas Dumbrille, Armand Kaliz, Ed Dearing. 

‘DEVIL’S ISLAND,’ formerly titled ‘RETURN OF DR. X,’ produced by 
Bryan Foy; directed by William Clemens; no writing credits released as 
yet; photographed by George Barnes. Cast: Boris Karloff, Leonard Mudie, 
Frank Reicher, James Stephens, Pedro De Cordoba, Nat Carr, Tom Wilson, 
Sidney Bracy, Stuart Holmes, Dino Corrado, John Harman. 

‘NANCY DREW—DETECTIVE,’ formerly titled ‘PASSPORT TO LARK- 
SPUR LANE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Clemmens; 
no writing credits released yet; photographed by Lew O’Connell. Cast: 
Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John Litel, John Ridgely, Richard 
Bond, Frank Mayo, Jack Mower, Helena Phillips Evans, Frank Orth. — 


‘WOMEN IN THE WIND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by John 
Farrow; screen play by Lee Katz and Albert DeMond from novel by 
Francis Walton. Cast: Kay Francis, William Gargan, Victor Jory, Maxie 
oe ae Sheila Bromley, Harvey Stephens, Frankie Burke, Frank 

aylen. 

‘GOING PLACES,’ produced by Barney Glazer; directed by Ray En- 
right; screen play by Maurice Leo, Jerry Wald, Sig Herzig; photographed 


Catlett, Minna Gombell, Thurston Hall, Hal Huber. 
‘DAWN PATROL,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by Edmund 


Errol Flynn, Melville Cooper, Basil Rathbone, Rodin Rathbone, David 
Niven, Barry Fitzgerald, James Stephenson, Michael Brooke, Stuart Hall. 
Norton Lowater. 


‘HOT HEIRESS,’ formerly titled HEAD OVER HBELS,’ produced by Sam 
Bischoff; directed by Ray Enright; no writing credits released yet; photo- 
graphed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Dick Powell, Olivia De Havilland, 
Allen Jenkins, Charles Winninger, Isable Jeans, Bonita Granville, Melville 
Cooper, Patric Knowles, Penny Singleton. 

‘KING OF THE UNDERWORLD,’ formerly titled ‘UNLAWFUL,’ pro- 
duced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler; screen play by George 
Bricker; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, James Stephen- 


son, Humphrey Bogart, John Eldredge, Jessie Busleigh, Harles Foy, Joe 
Develin, Penny Singleton. 


directed by Lewis Seiler; screen play by Robert Rossen, Vincent. Sherman 
and Lee Katz from novel by William Byron Mowery; photographed by 
L. William O’Connell. Cast: Dick Foran, Margaret Lindsley. Gloria Dick- 
son, Janet Chapman, Patric Knowles, Allen Jenkins, James Stephenson, 








screen play by Charles Grayson; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: 


Tom Brown, Andy Devine, Robert Wilcox, Constance Moore, Stanley | 


Hughes, Samuel S. Hinds, Ray Parker, Ernest Truex, ‘Doodles’ Weaver, 
Margaret Early. 


‘PRAIRIE JUSTICE,’ produced by Trem Carr: directed by George Wagg- 
ner; original screen play by Joseph West; photographed by Gus Peterson. 
Cast: Bob Baker, Hal Taliaferro, Dorothy Fay, Jack Rockwell, Carleton 
Young, Forrest Taylor, Glenn Strange. 

“WESTSIDE MIRACLE,’ produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Arthur 
Lubin; original by Quentin Reynolds; screen play by Tom Lennon; photo- 
graphed by Elwood Bredell. 
Mack, Paul Hurst, Samuel S. Hinds, Leon Ames, David Oliver, Frances 
Robinson, Dorothy Arnold, Stanley Hughes, Horace MacMahon, Clyde 
Dilson, Clarence Muse, Virginia, Brissac, George Chandler, Frank Sheri- 
jan, Paul Fix, Selmer Jackson. 

‘HIS EXCITING NIGHT,’ formerly titled ‘ADAM’S EVENING,’ pro- 
duced by Ken Goldsmith; directed by Gus Meins; original by Katherine 


Cast: Edmund Lowe. Dick Foran, Helen | 





Alec Harford. Russell Simpson, Gordon Hart, Pedro de Cordoba, Jack 
Mower, John Harron, Anthony Averill, J. Crawthers. 


| ‘WINGS OF THE NAVY,’ produced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd 
| Bacon; original screen play by Michael Fessier; photegraphed by Arthur 
| Edeson. Cast: George Brent, Olivia de Havilland, John Payne, Frank 
| McHugh, John Ridgeley, Henry O'Neill, John Litel, Regis Toomey, Donald 
Briggs, Max Hoffman, Jr., John Gallaudet. 


‘TORCHY IN CHINATOWN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Wil- | 


liam Beaudine, screen play by George Bricker: photographed by Warren 
Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Henry O'Neill. Tom Ken- 
| nedy, Janet Shaw. Dick Bond, Patric Knowles, James Stephenson, Andy 
' Lawlor, Frank Shannon, George Guhl. Joe Cunningham, Jack Mower. 
Charles Hickman, Bruce Mitchell, John Harron. 


‘CRIME IS A RACKET,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Lew 
Seiler; no writing credits yet; photographed by Sol Polito. Cast: Humphrey 


(Continued on page 27) 





‘BUCK ROGERS’ (serial), produced by Barney Sarecky; co-directed by . 


‘LITTLE TOUGH GUYS IN SOCIETY,’ produced by Max H. Golden; | 
Edward Everett Horton, Mischa Auer, Helen Parrish, Jack Searl and | 


‘GHOST TOWN RIDERS,’ produced by Trem Carr; associate producer. | 


Cast: Glenda Farrell, Otto Kruger, Herbert Mundin, | 


Cast: Dorothea Kent, | 





linger from magazine story by Faith Baldwin; photographed by James | 


Conway. Peggy Shannon, Dick Purcell, Lottie Williams, Stanley Fields, | 


ed by Busby Berkeley; screen play by Sig Herzig from story by Bertram | 


by Arthur Todd. Cast: Dick Powell, Anita Louise, Allen Jenkins, Walter | 


Goulding; original screen play by Seton I. Miller and Don Totheroh. Cast: | 


‘HARD TO GET,’ formerly titled ‘KISS AND RUN,’ formerly titled | 


‘HEART OF THE NORTH’ (in Technicolor), — by Bryan Foy; 





Pull No Punches 











(Continued from page 6) 





standing, at present, as to any pos- 
sibilities of bettering contractual re- 
| lations. He says that short-sighted- 
ness uf producers and distributors is 
| the cause for the present deluge of 
| law suits and the Government's ac- 
tion. He feels that less legal phrase- 
| ology is the trouble-maker and that 
more good will is needed. He's in 
f-vor of conciliation boards, claims 
the motion picture nfarket is re- 
stricted and hence the present prac- 
tice of producer-distributing and ex- 
hibiting is creating an abnormal 
| situation and grief. He closed by de- 
claring the industry must clean its 
own house and that indie exhibs 
must be protected to insure runs, fol- 
lowing showing in distrib-operated 
hyuses. And that the  varieus 
MPTOA trade meets, with distribs, 


| have not produced results, hence that 


organization must assume, from now 


| on, a fighting militant attitude to 
| protect thé interests of its members. 


H. V. Harvey, prexy of ITOA of 
North California, spoke on the prob- 
lem of delayed allocatien of film 
prices. He stated that companies do 
not make final allocations on issu- 
ance of contracts which has*exhibs 
in a dilemma; that he cannot find 
out on important pictures until the 
release or playing time, what per- 
centages are. On some pictures these 
are way out of proportion as to re- 
turns the exhib might get and, in 
many instances, his returns are most 
disappointing. 

Exhibs Scored on ‘Selling’ 


Harry Goldberg, Warners’ director 
of theatre advertising and publicity, 
had as his subject matter, ‘On the 
Fence Picture.’ He opened by say- 


in Be Placed Steries in | ing he came to the session with dif- 


ferent slant on ‘what’s wrong with 
the exhibitor?’ He stated that the 
preservation of the biz does not lie 
| with Hollywood, nor upon any type 


| of theatre ownership, but strictly 


with the exhib. He stated Holly- 
| wood has not fallen down, but the 
exhib has; that production has ad- 
vanced in last 10 years with crea- 
tions that studios never dared make 
previously. 

Goldberg said this progress was 
not made by majority of exhibs and 
claimed that they do not know how 


to ‘sell’ pictures, whether having 
merit or sans ‘natural’ boxoffice 


draft. 

He said that the experience of pro- 
ducers in making high-grade, but 
hard-to-sell entertainment proves 
| that exhibs have failed to come 
| through on their end; and that ex- 
hibs do not concern themselves suf- 
ficiently with those pictures, whose 
failure or success determines the di- 
rection in which industry product 
moves from season to season. He 
declared that currently it is the ex- 
tra 10 or 20% obtained from _ pic- 
tures, which look difficult to sell, 
that represents a considerable por- 
tion of the working exhibs’ net profit 
at the end of the year. Goldberg 
stated that he knew the star system 
is indispensable, but that other pic- 
tures must be sold, too, as Holly- 
| wood will never be able to create 
enough stars of top rank to satisfy 
exhibs around country for 52 weeks 
a year. 

He concluded by telling of cam- 
_ paigns he used to sell product with. 








Gumshoes for Basil 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 


Basil Rathbone plays the Sherlock 
Holmes role in the high-budget 
Conan Doyle story, ‘The Hound of 
_the Baskervilles,’ due to roll Dee: 19, 
| Nigel Bruce gets the Dr. Watsen 
| part, with Irving Cummings direct- 
ing at 20th. 





2 NEWSREELERS JAMMED 

| Two newsreel cameramen ren into 
difficulties in the war zone yesterday 
(Tuesday). 

Newsree! Wong, photographer for 
Metro ‘News of Day,’ was slightly 
wounded in China. Maurice Ford. of 
Paramount News, was arrested while 
,on duty in wartorn territory in Pal- 
_ estine. 


| 





S-I TICKETS GODDARD 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Paulette Goddard has been handed 
a term contract by Selznick-Interna- 


tional as result of her work in ‘The 
Young In Heart.’ 


Actress has just finished a co-stare ' 


| ring job with Luise Rainer in Metro’s 
} ‘Dramatic School.’ ; 


ce me. 








tateniiannateeseee | 
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Puone Houtywoop 2211 


Hottywoop PANTAGES THEATRE CORPORATION 
6233 Hotiywoop BouLEeEVARD, 


Hoittywoopnp, CALIFORNIA 


October 27, 1958 


Columbia Pictures Corporation 
729 Seventh Avenue 
New York City 


Gentlemen: 


We are happy to report that YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU 
has broken every attendance and box office:record,.dur- 
ing its day and date run in the Pantages Hollywood and 
RKO Hillstreet Theatres. This is also,the:first time 
‘since we have been operating these two houses on a day’ 
and date policy, that any attraction has been held over 
for five weeks, and according to present business _indi-) 
cations, the picture will be held for‘six! 


When you consider that we have a combined seating ca- 
pacity of 6000 seats, I believe this engagement consti- 
tutes an all time record for the City of_Los’ Angeles, 
and is ample evidence of the great'pulling power of the 
picture and the enthusiastic word of mouth publieity it’ 


—= 
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I EXPLOITATION 


| 
By Epes W. Sargent 





Hooked to a Crash 


Atlanta. | 
Of course, exhibitors can’t expect | 


Eastern Air or other aerial trans- | Frank McCoy and O. E. Wee are! 


portation lines to burn up $90,000 | 
airplanes or endanger the lives of 
14 people, but when such a thing | 
happens, as it did just a short time | 
ago near Montgomery, Ala.. man- 
agers with ‘Men with Wings’ booked 
can.cash in. That’s what Hudson 
Edwards, mgr. of Lucas & Jenkins’ 
Fox theatre, did. 

Edwards set wheels in motion and 
ordered three heroism plaques to 
present to Capt. Dave Hissong, pilot: 
Clyde Russell, co-pilot, and Frank 
Gibbs, flight steward, heroes of 
crash, on Fox stage night ‘Wings’ 
had its Southern premiere. Presen- 
tations were made by William K. 
Jenkins, followed by bestowal of 
honorary colonelcies to trio by 
Downing Musgrove, secretary to 
Gov. E. D. Rivers. Preparations for 
all this and aftermath was good for 


plenty of space in all three local 
papers. 
Previous to this Edwards pre- 


viewed ‘Wings’ for Eastern Air offi- 
cials and personnel, screening being 
attended by Capt. Eddie Ricken- 
backer, prez of EAL, who was pre- 
sentec with scarf similar to those 
worn by World War flyers, upon 
which were autographs of flyers who 
took part in filming of pic and EAL’ 
flight personnel. This was also good 
for art and stories in all rags. 

Edwards also had a valuable tie-in 
with Atlanta Journal on an ‘old sub- 
scriber’ contest, in which paper se- 
lected a group of its oldest readers 
and brought them into town day pic 
opened and had them as guests of 
paper, including trip to municipal 
airport and attendance at theatre at 
time presentation of plaques were 
made. 


Waltzing ’Em In | 
Seattle. 

With co-op of Seattle Star and 
Trianon ballroom (John Savage) | 
waltz contest being run to bring out 
local champ couple as bally for “The 
Great Waltz’ (M-G-M) opening next 
at Fifth Avenue. 

The idea is gettin~ daily blurbs in | 
the paper, with free publicity for the 
pix and theatre. The contests will 
be staged entirely at the Trianon. 
Eddie Rivers of Hamrick-Evergreen 
adv. dept. and Ted Harris, adv. mgr. | 
for the ballroom, where Vic Meyers’ | 
band now dishing out the rhythm, 
are working together on the gag. 





Splinter Vets 


Marc Lachman, 20th-Fox, has lined 
up some 20 navy veterans who | 
actually served in the ‘splinter fleet’ 
during World War and has invited 
them to New York to attend prem- 
iere of ‘Submarine Patrol’ at Roxy 
later this month. 

He has also lined up an exhibit 
of submarine equipment and gear at 
the Museum of Science at Radio 
City and persuaded Simon Lake, 
submarine inventor, to deliver series | 
of daily lectures at the exhibit. 








Staff Grins 


Salisbury, N. C. 

Richmond Gage built up his Jane 
Withers ‘Keep Smiling’ picture with | 
a series of newspaper ads, picturing | 
members of his theatre staff, each | 
smiling broadly, and saying the rea- | 
son for the smile was the picture 
that, was coming, etc. 

He also grabbed newspaper space | 
by transporting the entire group of | 
inmates at a nearby orphanage to 
the theatre to see the picture. 





Advance Production 


Getting the Props 


Maplewood, N. J. 
For the last act of “‘Tovarich’ which 


presenting at the Maplewood the- 
atre, Maplewood, N. J., 


arrangements were made with Philip 
H. Harrison, local representative of 
the General 


kitchen, including electric 
double-door refrigerator and othe 
electric appliances. 

The management has allowed the 
G-E people to have demonstrators 
at the matinees, and after the show 
the women will hear about and will 
be allowed 
kitchenry. 


Thanks for Nothing 


Lincoln. 
City Manager Bob Huffman, of 
the Lincoln Theatres Corp., inaug- 


urated courtesy week at the Lincoln, 
Stuart and Orpheum, during which 
time if an employee did not answer 
with ‘thank yous,’ ‘sirs,’ etc., the per- 


son reporting was given a pass to | 


the next week’s show. 

Made a good gag, and the house 
was in no .danger in any case, be- 
cause the ushers, cashiers and door- 
men pull the courtesy stuff uncon- 
sciousty. Were a lot of people who 
went to the theatres, however, seem- 
ingly for the express purpose of 
sticking the siaff. 


Prize Winners 


Artcimena Association, Inc., sent 
checks last week to the winners of 
its contest for the, best campaign on 
‘Son of the Sheik’ between July 1 


i and Oct. 1. 


Clarence Appel, director of pub- 


licity for Shea’s Toronto, took the | and Grand theatres is Frank Gunn, | 


top of $100, the $75 award going to 
W. P. Smith, of the Capitol, Amarillo, 
Tex. Judging took into consideration 
local conditions and not merely the 


| size of the campaign. 


Usual 
papers. 


judges from the _ trade 





Jewel for Jingle 


Spokane. 
Buck Seale, assistant manager of 
the Orpheum, did plenty of promot- 
ing on a jingle contest in connection 
with ‘Straight, Place and Show.’ 
He got a local jeweler to put up a 
wrist watch for first prize. He placed 


| 
mT 
| 


1 A this week 
with Eugenie Leontovich starred,| Heatless lamp, 


Electric Company. to 
put on the stage a comonlete G-E 
range, | 


to explore the latest in! 





Cold Flood Light Takes 





Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
| Actors who complain about the 
heart of studio lights 
| relief through a new, cold flood 
| light, giving almost perfect daylight. 
developed in the 
General Electric lab at Schenec- 


| tad. is being tried out at 20th-Fox. | 


Only flaw in the new light is a 
slight humming sound, searcely per- 
ceptible to the ear but loud enough 
to be detected by the mike. GE 
technicians are now working to 
| eliminate the noise. 





|  Theatres-Exchanges 





Los Angeles. 
Majestic Distributing Corp. is the 
new company title of All Star Fea- 
tures, recently bought by Sam Deck- 
ler from Albert Galston and Jay 
Sutton. 

M. J. E. McCarthy joined the Mon- 
ogram exchange selling 
after resigning as salesman for Gau- 
mont British. 


State theatre, Pasadena, damaged 
by fire last April, was reopened (7) 
as a 750-seater by California Amuse- 
ment Co 

Charles Morris, 
the Dixson 
| theatre from J. B. Cunningham. 
| Dave Cantor’s Arrow theatre 
|heavily damaged by fire. 

Hy Peskay installed as_ local 
| branch manager for Majestic Films. 
| He was formerly with Grand Na- 
| tional. 

New general manager of Esquire 


former -owner = of 


|formerly with the City theatre, 
| Cleveland. Houses operate on for- 
| eign picture policy. 


| Herbert Rosner organized Prestice | 


Pictures to handle release of inde- 


| pendent pictures. First film the com- 
| pany will handle is ‘Moonlight 
| Sonata.’ 


| Harry Vinnicof increased his string 


of L. A. theatres to five when he 


Fox West Coast is spending $14,000 

' to renovate its Long Beach house. 

hain is also revamping United 
Artists theatre in Inglewood. 


| opened the Centro last Tuesday (11). 


Charles Buchanan and Bob Wells | 


the contest in the Spokane Press. | joined staff of Hi Peskay, sales man- 


He got the jeweler to pay for a 
trailer which plugged the newspaper, 
the theatre and the jeweler. 





Metro’s Pencils 
Metro is sending out pencils to ad- 


| vertise Jeanette MacDonald and Nel- 


son Eddy in the Technicolor ‘Sweet- 
hearts’. Has a four-way ‘lead’ with 
each sector writing a different color. 
Seems to be new and a sure-fire nov- 
elty if it is available to the exhib- 
itors, as it probably will be. 





Anniversary Issue 

Ready theatre, Niles, Mich., cele- 
brated its 1lth anniversary with a 
special section of the Weekly Adver- 
tiser. Merchants kicked in with four 
pages of congratulatory ads, with the 
paper getting a page ride and a half 
page on the front. 


PERILS OF EASTMAN 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Lynn Bari and Preston Foster 
share top honors in the next ‘Camera 
Daredevil’ series picture at 20th- 
Fox. 
Picture goes Nov. 7, with Wally 
Vernon in a supporting role. 





Chart 


(Continued from page 25) 
Bogart, Gale Page, Billy Halop, Henry O'Neil, John Litel, Harold Huber, 


Henry Travers, Harvey Stephens. 


‘SECRET SERVICE IN THE AIR,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 


Noel Smith; no writing credits released yet; photographed by Ted 


Mc- 


Cord. Cast: Ronald Reagan, Irene Rhodes, Rosella Towne, James Stephen- 
son, John Litel, Morgan Conway, Joe Cunningham, Anthony Averill, 
Larry Williams, Richard Bond, John Ridgeley, Eddie Foy, Jr. 


Warner Pix Now in Preductioan 


‘DARK VICTORY,’ prod 
Goulding; wees. oF 


Jr., 
Davis, George 
Reagan, Henry 
liams, Virginia 


David Lewis; directed by Edmund 


screen play by Casey Robinson from play by George Brewer, | 
and Bertram Bloch: photographed by Ernest Haller. 


Cast: Bette 


Brent, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Humphrey Bogart, Ronald 
Travers, Dorothy Peterson, Charles Richman, Lottie Wil- 
Brissac, Frank Reicher, Pierre Watkins. 


ager of Majestic. 





Oklahoma City. 


Griffith Amus. Co. announces fol- 
lowing managerial shifts: Coy Mc- 
Cullough, formerly assistant of Dun- 
can houses, to manager of same; 
J. C. Cooley from assistant manager 
of Lubbock (Texas) houses to man- 
ager of Elk City (Okla); Turner 
Morrisett, manager at Hominy, to 
same position at Claremore; Fred 
Jackson, manager, from Claremore 
to Seminole; Dick Klein, Seminole 
manager, to Holdenville; David Dal- 
las, Holdenville manager, resigned 
to take a position with the Katz 
Screen Advertising Service of Dal- 
1 


as. 

J. H. Wilson, who has been oper- 
ating the Griffith Henryetta houses 
as the administrator of the estate of 
Charles Blaine, late Griffith partner, 
hes been replaced by a regular Grif- 
fith man. 

E. A. Patchen replaces David 
Goodman as manager of Standard 
Theatres’ Midwest. Goodman re- 
turns to Altoona, Pa., his home town. 
Ben Langdon and W. B. Shuttee will 
take over Patchen’s publicity work. 

Paul Ketchum, former Standard 
Theatres nabe manager under Pat 
McGee, has left the Oklahoma The- 
atre Supply to rejoin McGee in 
Massachusetts. 

Tivoli at Afton, 250 seats, re- 
opened under management of (Miss) 
Johnnie Garner; W. F. Gilmore re- 
opened his Ritz at Morris; P. H. 
James opens new Jewel, 200 seats, 
colored, at Ardmore; Earl Barrett 
opens new 300-seater at Atoka. 








Philadelphia. 
Columbus Stamper, operator of 
Rivoli and Great Northern, has 


taken over the Locust (52d st.), now 
closed. Will make extensive altera- 





—— Last operated by Fred Leo- 
pold. 
| Transit, Allentown, acquired by 


| Joseph Rossheim from Leo Korr. 
Name will be switched te Cameo. 
H. Chertcoff has taken over Audi- 


‘OKLAHOMA KID,’ produced by Sam Bischoff: directed by Lloyd torium, Lebanon; will be reopened 
Bacon; sereen play by Robert Buckner, Jerome Odlum and Warren Duff; | after remodeling. 


Cc 


from original by Edward Paramore; photographed by James Wong Howe. | 


Uncle Ben Theatre, Laceyville, Pa.. 


ast: James Cagney, Rosemary Lane, Humphrey Bogart, Donald Crisp, purchased by Frank Formado from 


ranville Bates, Charles Middleton, Hugh Sothern, Edward Pawley, Ward Elmer Dietrich. 


ond. 


‘ADVENTURES OF JANE ARDEN,’ produced by Mark Hellinger; di- 
rected by Terry Morse; no writing credits released: photographed by L. 


William O’Connor. 
Peg 
Watkin. 


Cast: Rosella Towne, William Gargan, Dennie Moore, 
Shannon, Edgar Edwards, Maris Wrixin, Frankie Burke, Pierre 


‘ALWAYS LEAVE THEM LAUGHING,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; di- 
rected by Ray Enright; screen play by Jerry Wald and Richard Macaulay: 


photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Dick Powell, Gale Page, Ann Sheri- 


| Colonial, Egg Harbor, N. J., added 
| to chain operated by Samuel Frank, 
| Hammonton, N. J., exhib. 
WB Auditorium, Philly, undergo- 
ing alterations, as is Lewen Pizor's 
| Colonial, Phoenixville, Pa. 








Birmingham, Ala. 
The old Rialto, which has catered 


dan, ZaSu Pitts, Maxie Rosenbloom, Allen Jenkins, Jerry Colonna, Halli-'t 9 pic patrons here for more than 
well Hobbes, Granville Bates, Ronald Reagan. : 


‘NANCY DREW, REPORTER,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by! night performance. 


|20 years, closed with the Sunday 


Appropriately, 


William Clemens: no writing credits released as yet: photographed by | the title of the last picture was ‘Al- 


Arthur Edeson. 


Cast: Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas. 


ways Goodbye. 


Heat Off Studio Thesps 


are promised | 


staff here, | 


theatre, purchased Sun ; 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Minor execs, producers and writers are doing a first-degree burn over 
| the latest enter-and-exit restrictions on the Metro lot. They are required 
| to check in and out of the lot through the new administration buiiding, a 
| Sleeper jump from some of the offices. Only other entrance to the lot is 
| through the publicity building, and that is guarded by a studio cop, who 
nixes anybody unaccompanied by a runner. Employes who have come 
and gone for years without passes can’t do it now. Even newspaper men 
are barred from the restaurant on orders from the front office to keep all 
| but employes or escorted visitors from the buildings or tot. Last week 
| agents were restricted to the casting office and merchandise salesmen like- 
wise curbed off the Metro lot. 











| ‘Ballerina,’ French film which Arthur Mayer and Joseph Burstyn are 
distributing in the U. S., was originally called ‘La Mort du Synge’ (‘The 
Dying Swan’), from the longest in a volume of short stories by Paul 
Morand. Mia Slavenska, who plays the lead, is currently touring the 


U. S. with the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo. She is to be tested by Para- 
mount when the troupe reaches the Coast. It is her first visit to the U. S. 
Serge Lifar, who did the choreography for ‘Ballerina,’ sailed for France 
last week after a quarrel with Leonide Massine, choreographer, director 
and leading dancer of the Ballet Russe. Men were to have fought a duel 
in Central Park, N. Y., but mutual friends were reported to have per- 
suaded them to call it off. ‘Ballerina’ is scheduled to open Nov. 14 at the 
Little Carnegie, N. Y. 


After more than 15 years as film contact and exploitation manager for 
Grosset & Dunlap, Eddie Edelson and the reprint book house have parted 
company. Double duties of Edelson now shared by Douglas Peck and 
Viola Jeremiah. 

As film contact man for the publishing company, Edelson’s duty was to 
ascertain popular books skedded for picturization. Company then went 
after reprint rights, to bring out a popular-priced edition at or about the 
time of- the picture’s release. Scenes from the picture for incorporation 
in the book, and other tieups, were also arranged by Edelson. 

Edict of Hays office applying to non-English languages in films was cir- 
| cumvented by Universal in a simple but roundabout way in ‘Scouts to 
the Rescue.’ Rule requires every line of unfamiliar dialog to be literally 
| translated and a copy of the translation filed for o.k. Cast of ‘Scouts’ 
includes 50 American Indians who speak nothing but English. Technicians, 
| seeking a ‘savage’ language, reversed the sound track. The Indians’ lines 
were English when they went in and unintelligible gibberish when they 
came out. The audiences will think they are hearing tribal dialects, and 
the Hays office will have a perfect translation. Strangely enough, Indian 
is considered a foreign language in Hollywood. 


Latest in a series of daffy experiments was tried by Joe Conway, oper- 
ator of the Egyptian, Bala-Cynwyd, Pa. Program contained no features, 
no comedies, no ordinary shorts; made up entirely of 10 travelogs. House 
caters to ritzy suburban set, but even at that the idea failed to click. His 
all-Mickey Mouse shows recently did much better. 





Film attorneys point to a recent series of alleged copyright infringe- 
ment suits being withdrawn just as they were about to be reached, as 
alleged evidence of the fact that the industry is a constant target for liti- 
gation, in seeming hope of settlement for ‘nuisance value.’ However, be- 
cause of that, the industry refuses to be coerced, although the legal de- 
fense is a costly proposition almost every time. 








| Hotel rooms were so scarce in Cleveland recently during a dairymen’s 
convention that RKO Palace management had to rent cots, installed in 
the house’s dressing rooms, for 30 performers and musicians. Among 
| those who slept in their dressing rooms for the week were Wayne Morris 
land Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis. 





L. A. Times inaugurates two pages of film art in color, starting next 
month. Layouts from the studios will be included in the present roto 
|section. Hand-tinted color scheme was tried but dropped after two ate 
| tempts some time back. New experiment will be with Kodacrome nega- 
tives. 


t 
. 
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“BROTHER RAT” 


Priscilla Lane - Wayne Morris 
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—ON THE STAGE— AGE” 
AL DONAHUE and His Rainbow 
Room Orchestra ALL 25¢ Te —On the Stare— 
Extra! HUGH HERBERT SEATS 1PM. New Staze Shew 
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Starts Thursday 


“You Can’t 
Take It 
With You” 


IN PERSON 
Milton Berle 
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Radio Does U. S. A Favor 





(Continued from page 1) 


Jumbia Broadcasting has inadver- 
ently done a lot for national de- 
fense. It’s also being said that the 
children would have understood the 
fantasy if their parents hadn’t gone 
off the deep end. (Paradoxically 
CBS has been a pioneer in barring 


{bra of weird fiction certainly made 
it clear, 
CBS Statement 

Columbia issued the following offi- 
cial statement: 

‘The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem regrets that some listeners to 
the Orson Welles’ Mercury Theatre 
on the Air program last night mis- 





kid programs of the cliffhanger kind 
from the air.) | 
What struck home on the social- 
military side represented (in its fic- | 
tional situation) the American Secre- | 
tary of the Interior as coming on the 
radio to urge calm and orderly 
action and saying further that the) 
United States Army was coping) 
with the imaginary emergency.| 
Coincidental with this part of the | 
broadcast story, enough people all | 
over America were doing an aspen-| 
leaf act to present a spectacle prob- | 

ably without parallel. 
A War Officer Speaks 


Major George Fielding Elliott, 
army strategist and author of “The 
Ramparts We Watch’ (Reynal-Hitch- 
cock), points out to Variety that 
panic by the populace is always one 
of the unpredictables of.military and 
naval planning. During the Civil 
War delegations constantly plagued 
Washington to have naval vessels sta- 
tioned outside every obscure seaport. 
In the Spanish-American war (before 
wireless) the lack of knowledge of 
the whereabouts of the Spanish ad- 
miral, Cervera, created an Atlantic 
seaboard panic. Political pressure 
kept Admiral Schley idle at Hampton 
Roads instead of sailing to join the 
American fleet in the West Indies. 
Panic was finally allayed by rigging 
up old (and useless) Civil War moni- 
tors and anchoring them all along the 
coast*with naval reservists aboard. 

It’s: ‘the hysterical throb’ in an- 
nouncers’ voices, the emotional re- 
action to isolated individual cases by 
wrought-up eye-witnesses, that must 
be feared from radio, he holds. But 
Major Elliott stresses that censorship 
is not desirable in a democracy, 
where full, unvarnished reports 
should be given the public, especially 
in war time, when rumors fly thick 
and fast, anyhow. It is especially 
then that a maximum of official in- 
formation helps offset and neutralize 


| version of the H. G, Wells fictional 
| novel of the invasion of this world 
| by the planet Mars, 
| nouncements that the whole incident 





unofficial whispers. 

Waves of panic are commonplace. 
They usually are quickly brought un- 
der control, the major points out. 
There is danger, however, of political 
pressure impeding strategy. Exag- 
gerated tales of Germany having 10,- 
000 planes panicked England and 
France, whereas the cold facts were 
that Germany has not over 3,000 
planes. Radio can spread and radio 
can control ideas and information 
essential to national defense. 

It is thought that the whole epi- 
sode which has received enormous 
front. page publicity by a radio-hat- 
ing press will not be without its 
heipful aspects to the broadcasting 
industry. This. remains true even 
though the incident will undoubtedly 

@ be lovingly embraced by those who, 
consciously or unconsciously, want 
censorship. 

That a sustaining program is cap- 
able of making an impact (no matter 
how) on the entire nation is further 
proof of the role radio plays in 
American family life. 

CBS Not As Concerned 

Columbia itself did not take the 
situation as seriously as the news- 
papers. It was particularly noticed 
that several dailies with axes to 
grind or grouches to nurse, where 
radio or the FCC were concerned, 
were: leaders in laying it on and 
rubbing it in. 

For years radio has _ broadcast 
fantastic stories of the kind that 
caused Sunday night’s panic. Notably 
“Buck Rogers in the 25th Century,’ 
plus others. Two factors, however, 
must be added in accounting for 
Sunday’s unpredictable reaction 
which was more incredible than the 
incredible H. G. Welles fiction story 
itself. First, the state of the world 
and the willingness to credit any 
sudden aggression gave force to the 
wild rumors that followed a careless 
listening of the show. Second, CBS 
employed the ‘flash’! type of news 
bulletin which has been so common 
lately that its use as a dramatic de- 
vice fell into well-rutted mental 
paths and was taken, unverified, as 
literal and not fictional. 

Columbia early Monday announced 
that it was adopting a policy of 
dropping the  play-within-a-play 
technique of dramatic presentation. 
Orson Welles in his own right ex- 
pressed bewilderment at the reac- 

tion and thought that fully adequate 
safeguards had been taken and that 
frequent mentions of Mars, death- 
rays and the other familiar abracada- 


took fantasy for fact. 
‘Announcements were made before, 

after and twice during the hour that 

we were presenting a dramatized 


Further an- 


was fiction were put on the network 














“BIG BROTHER” 





when telephone calls showed some 
listeners had failed to realize that 
they were hearing a play. 
‘In order that this may not hap-| 
pen again, the Program Department | 
heréafier will not use the technique | 
of a simulated news broadcast with- 
in a dramatization when the circum- 
stances of the broadcast could cause 
immediate alarm to numbers of 
listeners.’ 





No Names and Addresses 
Washington, Novy, 1. 

Few minor tragedies were blamed 
on the broadcast. Such as the 
woman (unnamed) who was_ just 
home from the hospital (unnamed) 
and pulled the stitches closing her | 
appendicitis scar or the man (unh- 
named) at Quantico, Va., who drove 
to Red Cross hedaquarters (where 
not stated) to find out where he and 
his family would be safe. 

Flood of telephone calls to WJSV, 
local CBS outlet, swamped the tele- 
phone company. Station operators 
handled 500 calls, while the tele- 
phone company reported 12,000 in- 
dividual attempts were made to get 
the transmitter during the excite- 
ment, All newspapers received 
scores of inquiries. 

Realistic effect of the pregram on 
local dial-twisters was best illus- | 
trated by concern which prompted 
two grocery company executives (not 
identified) to make inquiries about 
sending food for the ‘victims’ of the 
planetary attack. 

Neville Miller’s Statement 

Statement of Neville Miller, presi- 
dent of National Association on 
Broadcasters, on the H. G. Wells 








panic ‘was: 

‘I know that the Columbia Broad- 
casting System and those of us in 
radio have only. the most profound 
regret that the composure of many 
of our fellow citizens was disturbed 


Years of success with children’s 
programs for sundry sponsors has 
given Bob Emery the practical 


ability to contribute to radio mer- 
chandising and entertainment prob- 
lems. ‘The King of the Kids’ con- 
ducts two WOR programs—Rain- 
bow House,’ Sundays at 9 A.M., and 
‘This Wonderful World,’ Saturdays 
at noon, 


BOB EMERY 


SAcramento 2-5449 











last night by the vivid Orson Welles 
broadcast. 

‘The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem has taken immediate steps to in- 
sure that such program technique 


| will not be used again. This instance 


emphasizes the-responsibility we as- 
sume in the use of radio and renews 
our determination to fulfill to the 
highest degree our obligation to the 
public.’ 





Nameiess Would-Be Suicide 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. 
Unbelievable scenes took place lo- 
cally, according to newspaper re- 
ports. One man (not named) told 
scribes that upon returning to his 
home, he found his wife in the bath- 
room with a bottle of poison in her 
hands, screaming ‘I’d rather die. this 


| way than like that.’ 


Leaders in every walk of life here 
later called WJAS and newspaper 
offices and denounced the program 
as a ‘hoax.’ 





Incredible Coincidence 
Seattle, Nov. 1. 

Women fainted and men prepared 
to take their families into the moun- 
tains for safe keeping when electric 
power failed at Concrete, nearby 
town of 1,000, during the radio pro- 
gram of Orson Welles Sunday night: 
Just at dramatic point in broadcast 
reported lights went out in most 


When They Say It, They Dont Smile 





NBC Is Irked at CBS and Mutual—Boys Will Now 


Be Themselves 





DuPonts Sponsoring? 





Panic caused by Orson Welles’ 
CBS broadcast of the ‘War of 
Worlds’ inspired one radio wag 
to observe: 








‘The Mercury theatre will 
probably be sponsored by the 
Duponts (munitions) starting 
next week.’ 











homes of that town. For a time the 
village verged on mass hysteria be- 
cause of power failure many persons 
thought imaginary Martian invasion 
had reached Washington State. 
Elsewhere in Northwest calls 
poured into newspapers, press and 
radio bureaus by thousands. In Seat- 
tle police station switchboards 
blanket of white lights from incom- 
ing calls from listeners who thought 
they were hearing bonafide news 





Public events divisions of the three 
networks have each adopted the 
policy of operating on a lone wolf 
basis. All deals with any of the 
other webs are out for the future 
and there’s to be nothing smacking 
of co-operation whenever the trio, 
CBS, NBC and Mutual, are engaged 
in covering any big news event. 

Ever since the European crisis 
NBC has been boiling over the way 
some rival network has taken ad- 
vantage of it at such times when it 
has been inclined to let the com- 
petitor in on a foreign tieup. Co- 





lumbia can’t see where NBC is justi- 
; fled in claiming to have been horn- 
| Swoggled and feels that it will be 
| better off if from now on it goes its 
own individualistic way and ignores 
conferring with NBC on any event 
that might break. Sentiment at Mu- 
tual is of the same stripe. 

Until NBC recently started gibing 





broadcast. Calls from as far as 200/| the others for allegedly underhanded 


miles came to radio bureaus here, 


Women Get Hysterical 


St. Louis, Nov. 1. 

Hysteria bordering on panic was 
manifested here and in the local area 
during the broadcast of H. G. Wells’ 
imaginary skit Sunday (30). South- 
western Bell Telephone Co’s lines 
were jammed with calls from the 
East for 30 mins. After the broad- 
cast the switchboard at KMOX. 
CBS outlet, was swamped with 700 
calls, 25 of which were long distance. 

Four announcements that the pro- 
gram was the ‘Mercury theatre on 
the air’ did not allay fear. Some 
women hired taxicabs to call for 
children, others behaved equally up- 
set. 

At the Strand theatre in St. 
Charles, Mo,, a woman rushed into 
the house gathered up her children 
and took them home. 

Police queried by phone for advice 
of the impending disaster and even 
assurances given that the broadcast 
was purely fictional did not com- 
pletely dispel the mood engendered 
by the skit. 





CBS is auditioning two dramatic 
shows to fill a 15-minute nightly 
spot. One is ‘Charm School,’ de- 
rived from the legit play of that 
name, while the other is ‘Blondie,’ 





from the comic strip. 





Washington 


Washington, Nov. 1, 

General reaction in the National 
Capital to the hysteria caused by the 
Mars program was one of hearty 
amusement but the FCC haughtily 
frowned and got set to measure Col- 
lumbia’s conduct. : 

Although generally it was believed 
the regulators will decide ultimately 
that CBS is not culpable, there was 
fear the incident will lend momen- 
tum for stricter control over net- 
work operation. « Some industry 
people mirrored apprehension on 
Congressional critics will seize upon 
the public hysteria as justificaiicn for 
some sort of government program 
control, Possibility this may result 
was shown when Senator Clyde L. 
Herring of Iowa, who bobbed up as 
a censorship advocate last year, de- 
clared he will renew the fight for 
legislation requiring advance ap- 
proval for all broadcasts. 

Chairman ‘ Frank R., MecNinch 
pointed out, and both government 
and industry officials agreed. ‘the 
widespread public reaction ... is an- 
other demonstration of the power 
and force of radio and points out 
again the serious public responsibil- 
ity of those who are licensed to op- 
erate stations.’ Another observation 
was that it indicated the jittery state 
of the population, presumably due to 
the recent international tension, 

Impossible to Anticipate 

Point was made frequently in trade 
circles that Columbia’s experience is 
another sign-post for the entire in- 
dustry. Impossibility of anticipating 
such an effect on the public was 
noted, with industry people agreeing 
this unfortunate development should 
make station and network executives 
even more aware that consideration 
must be given the fact that radio 
audience often listens absent-mind- 
edly and is not attentive enough to 
catch subtle points. 

The attitude of most Commish 
members was to reserve judgment 








Reaction to ‘Mars Panic’ 





pending further discussion and re- 
flection. Commissioner George Henry 
Payne, who has led the drive against 
horror programs‘for children and 
frequently rebuked the industry for 
bad taste, lost no time, however in 
hammering away at his familiar 
theme, Commissioner Paul A. Walk- 
er was inclined to be stern, although 
he conceded there is a distinction be- 
tween such programs as the Mae 
West ‘Garden of Eden’ skit and the 
summarized version of ‘Beyond the 
Horizon.’ Commissioners Thad H. 
Brown, Eugene O. Sykes and Nor- 
man Case did not care to comment. 

Careful approach was recom- 
mended by Commissioner T. A. M. 
Craven, who has been fighting any 
policies that imply censorship. 
Agreeing with McNinch on the gen- 
eral implications raised, the former 
Navy officer said ‘I feel that the 
Commission should proceed with the 
utmost caution to. avoid the danger 
of: censoring what shall or shall not 
be broadcast over the radio. I also 
feel that in this case caution should 
be exercised so that any FCC action 
will not tend to handicap develop- 
ment of the dramatic arts in broad- 
casting. I do not believe that 
isolated instances of poor program 
service necessarily should require 
revocation of the license of the sta- 
tion at which such service originated. 

Describing the matter as ‘serious,’ 
Commissioner Payne once more 
scored the general attitude of the in- 
dustry and the failure to consider 
public effect of sloppy programing. 
Declared ‘people who have material 
broadcast into their homes without 
warning have a right to protection. 
Too many broadcasters have insisted 
that they could broadcast anything 
they liked, contending they were 
protected by the prohibition of cen- 
sorship.’ 

Promulgation of general program 





standards by the FCC, after confer- 
ence with the industry and public 





groups, was believed to be more like- 
ly than ever as a result of this in- 
cident, ‘Example was set by the CBS 
statement Monday (31) that ‘in or- 
der, that this may not happen again, 
the program department hereafter 
will not use the technique of a simu- 
lated news broadcast within a dra- 
matization when the circumstances 
of the broadcast could cause immedi- 
ate alarm to numbers of listeners.’ 
Can’t Understand 

Inability to understand why droves 
of listeners should become terrified 
Was expressed in many quarters, 
even by persons who felt the pro- 
gram showed bad judgment and by 
individuals connected with the FCC. 
This bewilderment emphasized the 
difficulty of measuring the probable 
public reaction to any novel radio 
feature, besides prompting jests to 
the effect CBS had unknowingly con- 
ducted a census of highly gullible 
persons. 

Network executives everywhere 
realized the public’s second reaction 
was one of rage and anger that like- 
ly will mean prolonged embarrass- 
ment, 

Within industry circles there were 
expressions of regret that such an 
incident had to occur so soon after 
the fuss about ‘Beyond the Horizon.’ 
View was that it is extremely un- 
fortunate that public resentment was 
stirred up while the industry is en- 
deavoring to provide programs of 
higher literary, cultural and edu- 
cational calibre. 

‘Those Clever Chinese’ 

Remarks that the reaction showed 
a program opposite Chase & Sanborn 
hour does attract attention were 
taken seriously by some, who audi- 
bly wondered if the web deliberately 
sought to create a situation which 
would draw national attention. This 
view was discredited widely, how- 
ever, with the argument that any- 
one as calculating hardly would 
risk the resulting ill-wilL 


tactics, the relationship among them 
| was one of friendly enemies and if 
| the other fellow managed to pull a 
fast one the growl was soon re- 
placed by a laugh and a determina- 
tion to pay off the score as soon as 
the chance presented itself. Under 
the new relationship it will have to 
| be every network for itself and if 
there’s any cutting in on the other 
outfit’s prempt arrangements. the 
squawk will be pressed to the proper 
authorities. 


Laundry Institute Sifts 
Radio, Papers, Billboards; 
Results Due on Dec. 1 


St. Louis, Nov. 1. 

American Institute of Laundry, 
which appropriated $40,000 for an 
advertising test campaign embracing 
radio, billboards and newspapers in 
Cleveland during the past year, will 
announce the results of its survey 
from its national offices in Joilet, 
Ill., on Dec. 1. Campaign, and ac- 
companying survey, was made to de- 
termine which medium proved best 
and also to determine which medium 
should be used on a national scale, } 

Institute was in convention here 
last week and it was thought the re- 
sults of the Cleveland test would be 
made during the conclave. However, 
national officers said the survey had 
not been completed and deferred any 
announcement until next month, 











DOC LEVY EXPLAINS 


If Columbia Record Co, Is Acquired 
CBS Is in Deal ; 








' Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 
CBS is still interested in acquire 
ing the American Record Corp. 
(Brunswick, Columbia and Vocalion) 
and there remains a 50-50 chance 
that the deal will go through, Dr. 
Leon Levy, v.p. of the chain and 
prez of WCAU, declared yesterday. 

Any deal that is set, though, Dr. 
Levy said, will have WCAU in as a 
partner with Columbia, Neither will 
acquire the record company alone. 
Doc denied a recent report that his 
brother, Ike, major CBS stockholder, 
migh* buy it. Ike is now vacation- 
ing in Hollywood. 


Margaret Wiley, Educated, 
Returns to Native Chi 


Margaret Wiley returned last week 
to J. Walter Thompson’s Chicago 
tranch after taking a course in spot 
time buying in the New York office. 

Linnea Nelson, who does both the 
netwcrk and the spot contracting for 
Thompson, was her tutor. 


Boice an Agency VP. 


H. K, Boice, until recently v.p. in 
charge of sales for CBS, has returned 
to the ad agency field. It’s Benton 
&Bowles. He will concern himself 
with general agency activity with a 
title of v.p. 

Boice went to Columbia from 
Lennen & Mitchell. 














‘The Family Album,’ directed by 
Dick Morenus, auditioned before 
several agencies last week, including 
Compton, Handled by Leibling- 





Wood test transcriptions, 
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HORIZON’ 
New ferees le Sole Dent. se 


Tuned In By Mistake 

‘What right has America got to be listening to a sustaining shows on 
CBS?,’ demanded a Broadway wag Monday, ‘C. A. B. has them listening 
to Chase & Sanborn.’ 

To which the retort courteous was that Charley the Blockhead was 
having a bad influence on American thinking powers. 

Anonymous punner writes in that CBS motto of the moment is ‘Orson 
Welles that ends Wells.’ 
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They Take It Big 

One of the explanations offered for the public panie over last Sunday 
night’s (30) Mercury Theatre broadcast was that many listéners may have 
been alternating between that program and the Chase & Sanborn show 
concurrent over NBC red. Figured that a number of such dialers stayed 
on the WEAF program for the early portion filled by Edgar Bergen and 
Charlie McCarthy. Tuning in on the Mercury show after that, they may 
have heard the hair-raising H. G. Wells dramatization without the pre- 
liminary explanations that it was merely make-believe. 

Doubted that any explanation would have prevented some people taking 
the whole thing in deadly earnest, however. Evidence of the seriousness 
with which many listeners take radio dramas is the concerned letters 
numerous dialers write in about the characters and happenings in the daily 
serial shows. 





Seeing Things 
Lawyer Bob Broder points out an angle in Mars panie for lawyers from 
standpoint of reliability of eyewitness accounts at trials, ete. Some of the 
goofs who ran into streets were quoted as seeing black clouds over city, 
monsters and machines, ete. Proves how wrong people ean be when giv- 
ing testimony. 





Press Agents’ Angle 
H. G. Wells has a new novel out this week and Orson Welles a new show 
just opened on Broadway. Press agents emitted little ‘ahs’ as they dreamed 
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CALMER VIEWS 
ON PROGRAMS 





Although Biz 


Nick the Great 


4 





Believe Changes Are Immi-| 
nent in Regulatory Proce- | 
dures — Treating Radio | 





Coming out from a luncheon 
last week, Charles Stevens of 
Campbell-Ewald, W. R. Hearst, 


Producers as Criminals | Jr., and Dinty Doyle, the N. Y. 
|} “Journal radio editor, were 

Deplored || halted by a cop who wanted to 
Geniblenkat Bive young Hearst a ticket for 

parking. Looking at his license, 

GUIDEPOSTS and looking at Hearst’s WH-1 


license plate, the cop wanted to 
know if he was related to ‘that 
feller what publishes news- 
papers.’ 

Hearst said, ‘Yes, I’m his son.’ 

‘Who else do you know dewn 
there?’, the cop wanted to know. 

Hearst, Jr., and Doyle reeled 
off a string of names. 

‘Well, do you know Nick 
Kenny?’, the not-yet-satisfied 
gendarme wanted to make sure. 


Larry Chnton 





Meanwhile scrapping of the uni- 
versally condemned judge-jury- | 
prosecutor procedure of the FCC ap-| 
peared probable this week coinci- 
dent with reports that the responsi- | 
bility of originating stations for pro- 
grams which may transgress restric- 
tive clauses of the Communications 
act will be determined in court 
early next year. Surrender to} 
mounting public and industry criti- | 
cism was implied Saturday (29) 
when the Commish announced Act- 
ing General Counsel William J. 
Dempsey has been instructed to re- 
view the regulatory body’s author- 
ity to punish licensees for’ violations 
of criminal features of the statute 














of such a break one day. 


ee 





Campbell Soup Bankrolls Local Air 





Show as Employe Relations Gesture 


Camden, N. @., Nov. 1, 

Campbell Soup is underwriting a 
weekly half hour over WCAM which 
eonfines its talent to employees of 
the company. Cast for the succeed- 
ing program is picked by audition 
among Campbell employees in the 
eanner’s own theatre, Act which 
gets the most mail on a show is re- 
peated the following week. 

No advertising eopy is interpol- 
lated into the show. Campbell looks 
on the air entry as part of its em- 

loyee relations program, and a 

uilder-upper of local good will. 


550 Columns 
Of Air Publicity 
Out Per Week 


Since publication in Variety last 
week of cuts made in radio editors’ 
golumns by many newspapers, the 
following information belatedly came 
in: 


Oregon Journal (Portland, Ore.; 
evening circulation of 100,660; Sun- 
days, 111,525) has eliminated its radio 
eolumn, but is continuing the station 
logs. L. Gilbertson is radio editor. 


San Antonie Light (San Antonio, 
Tex.; evening circulation of 55,110; 
Sundays, 82,850) has limited the radio 
columns ‘to news angles.’ Logs not 
affected. Renwicke E. Cary is radio 
editor, 


Meantime Victor Davis, radio ed- 
itor of the Dallas Morning News, has 
sent in an amendation to the material 

rinted last week. His version is: 
e column has been dropped. We 
run a daily and Sunday lead of be- 
tween 300 and 500 words on spot pro- 
grams with prominent display. Art 
work has NOT been discontinued. I 
use cuts two or three times a week 
and on Surday.’ 

The final corrected figures on cuts 
are: 

Exactly 550 columns (averaging 20 
inches to the column) per week in 
papers with an ABC daily circulation 
of 7,046,610. The city carrier limit 
population (that is, city zone popula- 
tion) of the cities in which these 
papers are located is 17,137,939. 














HILLBILLY RODEO 


St. Louis Crowns Two New Champs | 
Reaffirms Four Old Ones. | 








St. Louis, Nov. 1. 

Two national hillbilly champs | 
were dethroned and four others re-| 
tained their laurels last week in a 
contest sponsored by the National 
Hill Billy Assn, in the Municipal 
Auditorium with 12,000 natives pay- 
ing $6,300 for the privilege of en- 
couraging their faves by eheering, 
whistling, stomping, etc. 

‘Banjo’ Murphy, champ banjo 
thumper of 1937 and a member of 
Pappy Cheshire KMOX galaxy of 
mountain musie makers, lost a close 
decision to Joe Schirmer. Mary 
Miccolos dethroned ‘Susie, the Gal 
from the Hills’ of WITMV, East St. 
Louis, as the champ femme yodeler. 
Natches, the Indian fiddler, did not 





appear to defend his title and Wade 
Ray was chosen as his successor. | 
Those who. successfully retained 
their crowns are Frankie Krejcir, ac- | 
cordionist; ‘Skeets’ Yaney, yodeler; | 
Owen Black, harmonica player, and | 
Cheshire’s string band. The Texas | 
Rangers from Kansas City; Fred 
Harris and his Tennessee Moun- 
taineers; Howard McNutt, fiddler; 
Tennessee Nell and Joe Lieber, 
yodeiers, all well known radio acts in | 
the midwest, were among the enter- | 
tainers at the show. 

Judges whose decisions were gov- | 
erned by the volume of applause 
were Excise Commissioner Lawrence 





| 
| 


and to confer with the Justice De- 
partment about procedure in acting 
on complaints. 

Abandonment of grand jury-like 
proceedings against the Minneapolis 
outlet on ‘Behind the Horizon’ was 
not, however a complete victory for 
the anti-censorship faction within 
the Commish. Case has been merely 
pushed aside and reputedly will be 
reopened later with WJZ, New 
York, the originator of the. capsule 
version of the Eugene O'Neill Pu- 
litzer prize-winner, as the target for 
bluenosery. 

Adverse public reaction to the 
horrified stand taken originally 
against WTCN was shown to have 
chastened the Commish when tick- 
ets were granted several other NBC 
affiliates which antennaed the dec- 
ade-old play. Unanimous agreement 
to renew the licenses of transmit- 
ters against which no complaints 
had been filed by listeners preceded 
the final flip-flop on WTCN. 

Commish decision to ponder other 
ways of enforc.ng the punitive sec- 
tions of the statute entirely over- 
shadowed the WTCN renewal and 
brought expressions of satisfaction 
from industry spokesmen who have 
been infuriated by the inconveni- 
ence and embarrassment inflicted 
by the FCC’s past procedure with 
listener yowls. Although no agree- 
ment has been reached, universal 
belief is the Commish will arrange 
in the future to turn all accusations 
of improper operation—except for 
engineering offenses—over to dis- 
rict attorneys for presentation’ in 
court. 

A Great Help 


If this course is followed, the in- 
dustry will benefit greatly. Con- 
stant threat which has been hanging 
over the business for the past year 
will be largely dissipated, with pos- 
sibility of arbitrary vengeance 
minimized if the FCC conscientious- 


\ly allows the Justice Department to 


exercise its own discretion about 


Impasse May 
Be Settled 


Larry Clinton has agreed to tear up 
his contract for the Old Gold show 
which starts on CBS Nov. 20. If this 
waiver goes through, Clinton will 
give his commercial services exclu- 
| sively to Quaker Oats’ Saturday night 
| program and get a 26-week guarantee 
| from the latter account. His present 
|Q. O. agreement assures him of but 
| 13 weeks. 

Adjustment for Old Gold is con- 
| tingent upon the deal that the cig’s 
|agency, Lennen & Mitchell, works 
out on a substitute band with Clin- 
ton’s agent, Rockwell-O’Keefe, Ine. 
It is understood that Artie Shaw has 
been submitted for the spot. Shaw 
is also booked out of the R-O’K office. 

Clinton’s alliance with Old Gold 
developed two embarrassing situa- 
tions for L& M. One had to do with 
the discovery that he might not be 
able to accompany Bob Benchley to 
the Coast after the first of the year, 
while the other concerned difference 
over musical policy for the program 
between A. L. Lynn, executive on the 
O. G. account, and Mann Holiner, the 
agency’s radio director. Holiner had 
urged the employment of a produc- 
tion band headed by a CBS staff 
leader, such as Leigh Stevens, while 
Lynn favored a swing unit. 
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Fined $1,000 for Under 
Scaling WGAR Sponsor, 
Mates Appeals to N. Y. 








; Cleveland, Nov. 1. 
Fined $1,000 by Musicians’ Union 
No. 4 for playing below-scale rates, 





McDaniel: State Representative Frank | hauling licensees into court. Possi- | Frank Mates, local bandleader, has 
Holton of East St. Louis; Ali Baba, | bility of economic death for minor | refused to pay it and is carrying his 


pro wrestler, and Thomas Cannon of 
California. 

National Hill Billy Assn. is arrange- 
ing hillbilly contests in Des Moines, 
Denver, Kansas City, Houston and 
Dallas as radio commitments pre- 
vented many exponents of mountain 
music from appearing at the local 
shindig. These shows are expected to 
lead up to another national show in 
one of the largest towns in the mid- 
west next Spring. 





Boake Carter’s Futurity 





Indianapolis, Nov. 1. 
| Boake Carter, former network 
news commentator. spoke here at 
'Murat theatre and was later inter- 
|viewed by Gib Forbes, newscaster 
for WFBM., 

Carter bet Forbes $5 Italy would 
occupy French Tunis within four 
years without bloodshed. 


/and incidental missteps would be! protest to New York union head- 
;almost entirely removed, although quarters in an attempt to get a new 
| the Commish could, of course, take| ruling on his case. Penalty is too 
| judicial notice of any guilty ver- exorbitant, says maestro who wants 
| dicts in deciding whether to renew fine reduced and_ reinstatement. 
| licenses in the future. Chief pros-| Mates tangled with union over a 
| pective advantage is in discarding | program tagged ‘In Old Bohemia’ 
| the temporary licenses which have | over WGAR two months ago, when 
| kept dozens of stations on the anxi- | sponsor asked him to take a cut to 
| ous seat and enabled competitors to| keep the series running. Baton- 
carry on vicious whispering cam- | juggler admitted he agreed to accept 
| paigns and to lure away clients. | $4 rate per man, which was $2 be- 
Guides to Conduct low union minimum scale, but still 
, |declares he received a promissory 
Pte go soy new arrangement | note from sponsor for remainder. 
give the industry some de- | I ; 
, n attempt to escape fines, Mates 
peadable guides of good conduct. In- > : 
stead of the haphazard enunciation BA bem sued the local and its pres, 
of principles by the Commish and aoeeey: bes rh Buck ee 
, ; i ment is legitimate under union rules, 
the implied censorship, there would lhe contended, in asking the court to 
be positive and reliable indications | gecjare fine illegal. Krasny held 
| of what constitutes a lottery or gift |that it was an infraction of union 
| enterprise, what is obscene, profane, | laws and liable to punishment, so 
or indecent. Likewise the industry | musician is appealing to New York 
| (Continued on page 31) | moguls. 


Salute 
Tally Is Goose-Egg 


Even though NBC isn’t (for the 
first time in its history) deriving a 
single dollar of income from the 
automotive industry this season, the 
network proposes to put on a special 
half-hour program plugging the ad- 
vent of the new auto models. NBC 
thinks that the stunt is good busi- 
ness psychology. Not only is any- 
thing pertaining to the new models 
news but if people can be stimn- 
lated into buying new cars business 
in general will benefit. 

Date of the broadcast is Nov. 17. 
It will be the 8 to 8:30 p. m. span 
on the blue (WJZ) link, with bits 
of the program being picked up 
from several parts of the country. 
Last year a similar broadcast ex- 
tended over an hour. Auto show 
in New York is slated to open 
Nov, 11, 

Networks are still confident that 
they will get some automobile 
money before the year is ended. 
Belief prevailing in these quarters is 
that once the public shows a strong 
reaction toward the new models the 
manufacturers will find the appro- 
priation to cover some special hook- 
ups, 





WCAU Salutes ’Em All 
Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 
WCAU, strictly -as a good-will 
stunt, 
daily from the Automobile Show, 
which opens here on Nov. 11. Dur- 
ing the broadcasts, Alan Scott will 
interview the leading auto company 
execs present and wil! give com- 
plete descriptions—using names—of 
all the new cars, : 


Ma and Pa Story 
By Govt. Office 
Set for NBC Blue 


—-—— 





Washington, Nov. 1. 

Familiar problems of American 
parents will be the subject. of a new 
series of programs presented by the 
U. 8. Office of Education, it was an- 
nounced Friday (28) by Secretary 
of the Interior Harold L. Ickes. 

Latest info on runaway youngsters, 


lied subjects will be aired over 
NBC’s Blue Network, from 9:30 to 
10 p. m. each Wednesday, starting 
Nov. 16. Program, ‘Wings for the 
Martins,” has been prepared ‘vith 
the cooperation of the National Con- 
—_ of Parents and Teachers and 


of the Martin family, the teachers 
of their children, their school of- 


ficials and their neighbors, in an at- . 


tempt to present well-known house- 
hold problems in an interesting and 
amusing form. Series of 26 half- 
hour radio scripts will be written 
by Miss Pauline Gibson, New York 
radio writer. Data was assembled 
by Assistant Education Commission- 
er Bess Goodykoontz, with Miss Effie 
Bathurst, Office of Education spe- 
cialist in curricular problems, and 
Miss Tolosa Cook, Des Moines, Ia., 
teacher, author and curriculum spe- 
cialist conducting the preliminary 
research. Mrs. J. K. Pettengill, 
prexy of the P.-T.-A., and other edu- 
cationists lauded the program which 
will contact more than 26,000 Par- 
ent-Teacher associations in the U. S. 
(membership 2,000,000). 


18% Educatienal 
Cleveland, Nov. 1. 
Four new educational series for 


WHK and Larry Roller, recently ap- 
pointed educational director. They 


voting 18% of time to education and 





religious programs. 


—s 
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NBC Sets Automotive 


will air a 15-minute show . 


‘homework,’ home hygeine and al- , 


Chats will revolve around the lives 


networks have been originated by j : 


are increasing winter schedule to. a 
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‘Al Jolson Ad Lib Case Lost by NBC; 
Jury Awards Hotel $15,000 Damages 








Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. 

Summit Hotel in nearby Union- 
fown, Pa. was awarded $15,000 
damages against NBC by a jury in 
Common Pleas court here last 
week. Management had sued for 
$100,000, charging it lost business to 
that -extent during the summer of 
1935 because of a remark made by 
Al Jolson during an interview with 
Sam Parks, Jr., then National Open 
Golf champion. 

Following his triumph at Oak- 
mont, Parks was signed for a one- 
shot on the Jolson show in May, 
1935, and when Parks told him he 
had been the pro at the Summit 
hotel, Jolson ad-libbed ‘That's a rot- 
ten hotel.’ 

Jolson was originally named as co- 
defendant with NBC, but plaintiff 
dropped him upon learning that it 
would have to specify one or the 
other. NBC asked for a dismissal of 
the suit on the grounds that the re- 
mark wasn’t in the approved script 
and that it had been ad-libbed by 
Jolson, but Judge Heber Dietrich 
ordered NBC to put in a defense. 

Trial lasted only a day and jury 
was out just a couple of hours. 
Understood that NBC will file an ap- 
peal on the verdict. 


General Mills 
Pro Football 
Interest in 39 


—_— 





Chicago, Nov. 1. 

General Mills is increasing its 
spoics broadcasting next season, tak- 
ing in professional football in addi- 
tion to baseball. Pro football broad- 
casts on the two Ralph Atlass stations 
here—WJJD and WIND—have 
proved such a click that General 
Mills is already taking up options for 
broadcast. rights on the two major 
pro football leagues. 


Parker with B&A 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Frank Parker joins the Burns and 
Allen program for Chesterfield as 








vocalist around the first of the 
year, when Tony Martin winds up| 
the first quarter, 

Signal Carnival, Coast petrol show, | 
is also making a change, substituting 
either Rush Hughes or John Conte as | 
emcee to take over from Ben Alex- 
ander, 


BRINKERHOFF 
BIDS FOR NAB 
LIBRARY 


Washington, Nov. 1. 

Another proposal to take over the 
National Association of Broad- 
casters’ copyright venture will be 
examined by the executive commit- 
tee at its next session during week 
of Nov. 14. Revision of his original 
$50,000 proposition was sent the trade 
body last week by E. V. Brinkerhoff, 
who holds the contract for cutting 
the discs originally planned to sup- 
ply stations with royalty-free pro- 
gram material. 

Complete reimbursement for the 
capital investment’ behind the con- 
templated 100-hour library is prom- 
ised by Brinkerhoff, whose chief 
rival is Langlois & Wentworth firm, 
the favorite bidder. Proposition in- 
volved $25,000 on the line and pay- 
ment of the balance out of sales over 
an indefinite period. 

Without fixing a definite maximum 
figure, Brinkerhoff informed the 
directorate he will make a down 














payment and agree to give the NAB 
half of his revenues until the whole 
outlay is wiped out. This is between 
$50,000, the original capital ad- 





It is understood that part of the 
deal with the pro leagues will call 
for the production of a goodwill mo- 
tion picture of pro football, with 
General Mills footing the bill. Foot- 
ball film will plug pro football much 
in the manner that the baseball good- 
will is being built by means of the 

. American League films. 


BILLY HOUSE SHOW 
WRIGLEY’S UNTIL JAN. 1 


. Chicago, Nov. 1. 
Slated last week to go off on Sun- 
day (30), the ‘Laugh Liner’ show 
with Bi.ly House will continue on 
the Wrigley company on its Colum- 
bia coast-to-coast web. Will now 
probably stick until Jan. 1 when the 
Jesse Lasky talent hunt program is 
figured for replacement. 
Show has built steadily in its 17 
». weeks and now enjoys its highest 








jet? Ng" Writers Hugh Wedlock and 
4, Howard Snyder nixed negotiations 


which would have kept them in Chi- 
cago on the script job, and scrammed 
4o.New York for short vacash before 
returning to Coast, where they are 
lined up for Universal scribbling 
termer. However, Wedlock and Sny- 
der have agreed to continue writing 
special weekly sketches for the pro- 
gratn on the air mail plan, 

With the Fibber McGee and Molly 
show and the Edgar Guest program, 
the Billy House period rates as one 
of the few big-time shows out of 

~ Chicago. 


KFAB ADDS 7 TOOTERS 
Lincoln, Nov. 1. 

KFAB-KFOR increased the music 
staff by seven men this week, adding 
to the studio standby, making 15 
union card holders in the studios on 
this end. 

Several were added in Omaha, too. 








John C. Spears at WLW 
Cincinnati, Nov. 1. 

George C. Biggar, WLW-WSAI 
rural program supervisor, has added 
John C. Spears to his promotional 
staff. Newcomer from Indianapolis 
is plugging the Boone County Jam- 
boree, stage and radio show and will 
also exploit other road units being 

built by both Crosley stations, 


vanced, and $60,000. Guaranteeing 
not to raise the present $10-per-plat- 
ter charge, he said he will split with 
the trade body the return from sale 
of 80 additional hours still to be re- 
corded and turn over 50% of the 
income from new sales of the 20 
hours already waxed. 

Completion of the NAB schedule 
also is promised. Brinkerhoff said 
he will finish the 100 hours by Dec. 
31, 1940, and in addition will turn 
out as much addition public-domain 
music as the industry will use, In- 
sists upon underwriting in the form 
of advance orders before recording 
any numbers beyond those initially 
planned by the Bureau of Copy- 
rights. 





Shouse, Dunville Back 
Cincinnati, Nov. 1. 

James D. Shouse, general manager 
of Crosley’s broadcasting division, 
was back at his desk Monday (31) 
after hopping to Tampa ,Fla., and 
Washington over the weekend. 

Robert E. Dunville, WLW-WSAI 
sales manager, returned Saturday 


(29) from a brief business trip to 
ezst. 





— 
—— 





Fred Allen Endorses 


Mr. E. M. Dwyer, 

N. Y. Telephone Co., 
New York City. 
Dear Mr. Dwyer: 

Re: Mr. Arnold Auerbach’s 
phone application. 

Mr. Auerbach has worked for 
me for several years. 

I have found him to be hon- 
est, candid, frank, unreserved, 
guileless, true-blue, ingenuous, 
honor bright, as good as his 
bond, a lover of hyperbole, ever 
willing to bend over to start a 
game of leap-frog and strongly 
inclined to settle outstanding 
obligations. 

He is adept at dialing, his 
voice not only has a smile, but 
boasts a positive guffaw, and he 
is particularly tidy about a 
phone. 

If you are able to talk Mr. 
Auerbach into a phone, Mr, 
Dwyer, I am sure it will be a 
feather in your cap. You will 
be the envy of milliners for 
miles about. 

If you do not lend Mr. Auer- 
bach a phone he will have to 
fall back on the old-fashioned 
carrier pigeon, and a carrier 
pigeon going about town, Mr. 


Dwyer, augers ill for that 
feather in your cap. 
Sincerely, 


Fred Allen, 





mr. george wellbaum, 
n. y. telephone co., 
new york city. 
dear mr. wellbaum: 

you have my permission to 
reproduce my letter re mr. 
auerbach’s application for 
phone service in ‘the telephone 
review.’ 

you are also welcome to give 
the letter to VARIETY. 

for vARIETY i would suggest 
that all punctuation be stricken 
from the letter. VARIETY has 
ignered punctuation for many 
years and its readers, seeing 
commas, periods and _ semi- 
colons in variety for the first 
time might think they had 
astigmatism setting in. 

will you kindly send me a 
copy of the forthcoming ‘the 
telephone review.’ 

sincerely, 
fred allen. 

















Paul Jones Cigarets 
Withdraws After Air 
Formula Disappoints 





Paul Jones, the 10c brand of the 
Philip Morris Co., has folded all its 
test campaigns. Trial, for 13 weeks, 
had been on KMOX, St. Louis; 
KMBC, Kansas City; KNX, Los An- 
geles, and the northern Don Lee 
group. Account had used news 
broadcasts and sports reviews, 


It waz the cig’s first dip into radio. 
Milton Biow is the agency. 

Understood that in several of the 
spots the Jones news broadcasts 
were up against similar programs 
on local stations. In one town three 
stations aired news in three succes- 
sive 15-minute periods with the cig 


— pocketed between the other 
wo, 





Hal Fimberg took over Harry 
Conn’s duties as head of Jack Haley’s 
comedy writing staff. Artie Phillips 
latest addition. 





Esty Seeks Copy Criticism 





Invites Broadcasters to Evaluate Six Different Types 
of Camel Blurbs 





Camel has extended its minute 
transcription series to 100 recordings 
and also sent out a questionnaire to 
the station list asking the broad- 
casters which of the six types of 
plugs contained in these discs they 
prefer. ‘Light Up and Listen’ spot 
campaign was started several weeks 
ago, with the latest order calling for 
25 transcriptions. 

William Esty agency, which has 
the Camel account, feels that the 
broadcasters should make the best 
judges as to how the listeners in 
their own localities are reacting to 
the dramatized plugs. Esty likewise 
is anxious toe avoid overdoing the 
particular routines to the _ point 
where they become the source of 
gags and burlesques. 








BELCHER IN SAN FRANCISCO 


San Francisco, Nov. 1. 

Jerry Belcher, whose ‘Interesting 
Neighbors’ half-hour was sponsored 
by the F. W. Fitch Company over a 
nationwide NBC-Red web Sundays 
until recently, will inaugurate a new 
series of similar broadcasts here 
Thursday (3) from 5 to 5:30 p.m. 
PST over a transcontinental Blue 
web. Programs will be on a sustain- 
ing basis. ; 

Beicher plans to broadcast from 
the bay area for several weeks at 


least. 





Frances Zoloth moved up as pub- 
licity head for Don Lee chain in 
L. A., taking over from Bud Ruther- 
ford, now full time as news editor. 





_ 











Cantor Crew East 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Eddie Cantor’s crew of kilocycle 
performers shoved off today (Tues.) 
for the other seaboard to indulge 
their air antics from Gotham for the 
next four weeks. 

Party included Vic Knight, pro- 
ducer; Edgar Fairchild, music direc- 
tor; Walter Woolf King, announcer; 
Bert Gordon, and Writers Sidney 
Fields, Joe Quillen, Izzy Ellinson and 
John Raph. 

Joe Donahue, contact for William 
Esty agency, also entrained. 

Among other things Cantor will 
participate in the ‘Night of Stars’ 
show at Madison Square Garden, 
Nov. 16. Proceeds go towards the 
settiement of refugee Jews in Pales- 
tine, 








FIGHT WAGE 
UPBEAT 


Los Angeles, Nov. 1. 

Wage hike to be put into effect 
today (Tues.) by Musicians Union 
is expected to result in the’ trim- 
ming of several band rosters ap- 
pearing on radio, in niteries and do- 
ing transcription work. Picture 
studios are not making an issue of 
the increase, which amounts to 
around 40% in a move to apportion 
more work and fewer hours as an 
employment stimulant. 

Three major networks have 
served notice on the local that 
hopping up the scale will result in 
a severe pruning of musicians to 
stay within budgetary requirements. 
Networks claim union will be guilty 
of contract breach if it puts into 
effect the wage raise. Contention is 
that two-year contract recently 
signed with ‘musicians union and 
calling for an additional $1,500,000 
in wages over a year’s period has 
15 months to run and established the 
present wage structure, i 

Nitery operators are up in arms 
over the increase and claim it will 
mean the shutting down of many 
spots. They claim conditions are not 
~~ as to allow for a heavier music 
nu 


WHY SPECIAL EVENTS 
LADS BREAK DOWN 


St. Louis, Nov. 1. 

A student at Illinois U in Urbana 
pulled a fast one on Cy Casper, gab- 
ber of KMOX who was interviewing 
fans before a football game last 
week. Prankster hauled a fashion- 
ably gowned matron to the mike and 
introduced her as Mrs. Henry Hor- 
ner, wife of Illinois’ governor. She 
spoke a few minutes and then dis- 
appeared. 

A short while later the Gov. ap- 
peared and when Casper said he had 
been honored by interviewing Mrs. 
Horner the Gov. said ‘I’m highly 
flattered, ladies and gentlemen, but 
I happen to be a bachelor.’ Casper 
apologized until speechless, 














Discers Come and Go 


Hollywood, Nov 1. 

Score was evened last week in the 
transcription field—one folded and 
another set up a new biz. 

Fred Dahlquist closed out his 
American Radio Features, and Frank 
Purkett started operations as Pacific 
Producers. 





FIDLER ON CBS 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

Jimmie Fidler goes double-net- 
work Nov. 8 when he moves into the 
Old Gold Screenscoops Tuesday spot 
on Columbia. He retains his Friday 
niche on NBC red. After Nov. .8 
Drene gossiper airs east at 7:15 on 
Fridays and 30 minutes later on the 
coast repeat. 

Broadcast on CBS web marks his 
first appearance before a Columbia 





mike. 


NETS, NITERTES 








Screen Actors Guild Looks Set, But 
Clearance Assurances Still Needed 


4 





> 


While the debut date (Dec. 18) for 
the Screen Actors’ Guild show on 
CBS has been set by Gulf Refining, 
there are a number of angles in the 


deal that have yet to be settled. Be- 
fore Gulf closes for the series 
through Young & Rubicam, it wants 
to make sure that a majority of the 
Guild members who are under ex- 
clusive air contract to other ac- 
counts will get the necessary re- 
leases. Indications are that if the 
majority’ of accounts involved act 
favorably on the release request, 
contained in letters sent out by the 
Guild, the others will withdraw their 
objections and make it unanimous, 
Only likely exception will be the 
competitive petrol account, Texaco, 


MCA ‘In’ Feared , 


Under the terms of the Gulf-SAG 
contract, the contacting of the screen 
names will be entirely out of the 
hands of the Music Corp. of America, 
which agented the show. Huntley 
Gordon, of the SAG, will be the go- 
between. This arrangement was 
made so as to overcome the opposi- 
tion advanced by Hollywood agents 
to MCA being placed in a position 
where it could have business rela- 
tionships with the former’s actor 
clients. MCA’s chore will be con- 
fined to furnishing the band and 
vocalist. 


Tom Lewis, currently on Y & R’s 
New York producing staff, is slated 
to direct the Guild show. Agency 
will not fill the spot made vacant by 
Lewis’ exodus to Hollywood, 


Kelloge Drops, 
Wheaties Picks 
WBBM Baseball 


Chicago, Nov. 1. 

General Mills will have play-by- 
play baseball on WBBM here next 
year, after all. Kellogg has stepped 
out of its contract with the station 
for the baseball broadcasts for 1939- 
40 and has turned over the privi- 
lege to its competitor, Wheaties, 


It happened like this: N. W. Ayer 
agency bought 1939 baseball on 
WBBM some months ago for Kel- 
logg and cut the pins from under 
Wheaties which had been on the 
station for several years. General 
Mills looked to be out in the cold 
for baseball next season unless it 
wanted to take @ minor station. The 
Mills, in fact, tried to work out a 
deal to combine WLS and WENR 
for -the continued. play-by-play. 
However before such a deal could 
be arranged the Kellogg account 
moved over to the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency which is not sold on the 
powers of sports’ broadcasting. 
Thompson mob went to WBBM, lo- 
cal Columbia outlet, and tried to get 
out of its baseball deal, but WBBM 
insisted on holding Kellogg to its 
contract, However, station did okay 
Kellogg’s re-selling its baseball 
time to someone else suitable to 
WBBM. 


General Mills was still in the mar- 
ket but refused to pay the $150,000 
tariff for which Kellogg had signa- 
tured baseball on the station. Deal 
was finally made at $125,000 to the 
Mills and for a while it appeared 
that Kellogg would itself pay the 
added $25,000 to plug Wheaties on 
WBBM. However, the station itself 
altered the contract to the $125,000 
so that Kellogg would not be stuck 
for the extra 25G. 


OUTSIDER ED BYRON 
ON Y&R AUDITION 


Because of the agency's current 
policy to keep its producer staff 
down to the minimum, Young & 
Rubicam has arranged to have an 
outside program director, Ed Byron, 
prepare a musical show for audi- 
tioning to one of its clients. Pro- 
posed stanza will have Don’ Voor- 
heees as conductor, 

Byron, who has been freelancing 
for the past three years, produces the 
‘What’s My Name’ session on Mutual 

















for Philip Morris. 





a 





— 























~~ 











Wednesday, November 2, 1938 





r— 








VARIETY ‘gi 











Churches, Colleges, Normal Schools 
Okay O'Neil Play FCC Condemned 





1930 


March 13—Community Players, Roch- 
ester, N. Y. 

July 25—Chautauqua Institution, Chau- 
tauqua, N. Y. 

Nov. 13—University of Oklahoma. 


1931 


Feb, 13—Pioneer 


Players, Plattsville, 
Wis 


Feb, 15—Miami University, Oxford, O, 
March 18—University of Pennsylvania. 
March 19—Little Theatre, Temple, Tex. 


March 26—Community Arts, Santa Bar- 
bara, Cal, 
Oct, 26—University of California. 


1932 





May i1—Collegiate Players, Corvallis, 
Or: 

May 12—Little Theatre, Cheyenne, Wyo. 
May 26—Betty Marshall, Arlington, | 
Neb. | 
Dec. 17—Little Theatre, Austin, Texas. 

1933 

Jan. 18—Civic Theatre, Springfield, O. 
Feb, 15-—State Teachers College, Moor- 
head, Minn, 
— 3—Stetson University, Deland, 
“la. . 

April 7—Glenville High School, Cleve- 
land. 

April 22—Little Theatre, Roanoke, Va, 
Nov. 10—Play Shop, Point Pleasant, 
N. J. | 
1934 
Jan, 17—New York University. | 
Feb. 28—Cosmopolitan Players, Phila- | 

delphia, 
March 19 —Swarthmore College. 
Nov. 26—University of Maine. 
1935 


Feb, 15—Denby High School, Detroit, 
Feb. 15—Players Club, Columbus. 
May 16—State College, San Jose, Cal. 





1936 
Jan. 27-—State Teachers College, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
Feb, 1--University of Wisconsin. 
Feb. 24—State Teachers College, Mil- 
waukee. 
March 20—Washington University, St. 


uis, 
“a i—Community Players, Sheboygan, 
fis 


May 20—W hitman College, Walla 
Walla, Wash. 

June 29—State Teachers College, Mil- 
waukee. 

Nov, 27—Wilson Junior College, Chi- 
cago. 

Dec. 5—Aldridge Players, Hampton, Va, 

1937 

Feb. 1—Little Theatre, Lynchburg, Va. 
Feb. 17—Civic Theatre, Dobbs Ferry, 
. ae F 

March 6—Little Theatre, Beloit, Wis. 
April 5—lIllinois Wesleyan University. 
April 9 — Northwestern University, 
Evanston, II. 

April 17—State Teachers College, 
Memphis 

May 12—Presbyterian Church, Morris- 
town, N. J. 

June 22—Dennison University, Gran- 
ville, O 

Aug. 5—Dennison University, Gran- 
ville, O 

Aug. 17—University of Vermont. 

Aug. 1—Drama League, Tacoma, Wash. 
Nov 23—Greenwich House Players, 
N, % < 

1938 

Jan, 3—Clark University 

Jan, 22—Oklahoma A. & M. College. 
Feb. 14—Brown University. 

April 6—Jamestown College, North 
Dakota. 

April 298—Cornell College, Mount Ver- 
non, Ia. 

May 18—Central Schools, Fort Lauder- 
daie, Fila, 








OGLE STAFF 


ENLARGED AT 
FIC 


Washington, Nov. 1. 

Preparations for closer and more 
constant ogling of radio advertising 
continuities were made last week by 
Federal Trade Commission. Old spe- 
cial board of review was replaced 
by a new division headed by P. B. 
Morehouse, for nearly 10 years one 
of the trial lawyers. 

While no dissatisfaction was re- 
flected, the new set-up was motivated 
by necessity of having a permanent 
agency with adequate personnel to 
scan copy under the Lea-Wheeler 
act broadening power to blue-pencil 
propaganda. Chief objective was to 
improve administrative operations 
and centralize work. With the 
amendments to the old laws making 
the FTC responsible for checking 
copy which previously had not come 
under the magnifying glass, volume 
of work is expected to grow in the 
future. 

While Commish will glance at 
wider assortment of copy and read 
more attentively, no immediate 
change is planned in the method of 
operation. For several years, FTC 
has been receiving every week 
copies of advertising aired through 
chains and every three months gets 
local propaganda from each com- 
mercial station. Industry always has 
cooperated readily with the agency 
and several times has been publicly 
commended for willingness to help 
keep sponsors and agencies in line. 


Radio End of Chamberlain 
Hand Lotion Account May 
Go to Kastor Agency 











Chicago, Nov. 1. 

Several agencies bidding for the 
radio portion of the Chamberlain 
Hand Lotion account, and it appears 
that the Chi agency will snatch it. 
Black-and-white share of the account 
goes to Chamberlin agency in Min- 
neapolis. 

Under consideration here by ad- 
vertiser are the Kastor, Benson & 
Dall, McJunkin and Linke agencies, 
with indications that Kastor may 
wind up as the winner, ; 





Steinberg Incorporates 


Albary, N. Y., Nov. 1. 

Federal Transcribed Programs, 
Inc., has been chartered to conduct 
a general commercial and recording 
business in Manhattan. Directors 
are: Mortimer Cohn, A. Ralph Stein- 
berg and Carlyne Graubart, New 
York city. 

Capital stock is 100 shares, no 
par value. Louis Levine, filing at- 





torney. 


COMIC RUBES OUT 


Prairie Farmer Skit Will Draw a 
Realistic Picture 








Chicago, Nov. 1. 

Prairie Farmer which owns WLS 
here, has bought a new dramatic 
show called ‘Bradleys of Prairie 
Farm’ and written by Hank Rich- 
ards. Show will ride weekly on 
WLS at 30 minutes per shot to plug 
the publication. 

It is a farm serial that will pre- 
sent the rural inhabitants as real 
every-day people instead of comic 
rubes. To be spotted Sundays at 
7:30 p.m. 


Clipp Revises WFIL 
Policy on Records 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 

Reversal of policy regarding re- 
cordings is one of the first switches 
to follow recent change in general 
managers at WFIL. While Don 
Withycomb, who formerly headed 
the outlet, was firmly against discs, 
Roger W. Clipp, his successor, feels 
that improvement in the reproduc- 
tive qualities of the waxings and 
growing public demand for name 
bands merits the change. 

Half-hour daily show tabbed ‘Wake 
Up and Dance’ was preemed last 
week at 9 a.m. with a different re- 
corded name band skedded for each 
day. License to air recordings has 
been obtained from National Associa- 
tion of Performing Artists, which 
made a drive here last year on sta- 
tions using discs. 


WHK Staff Changes 


Cleveland, Nov. 1. 

Seven shifts are keeping the staff 
of WHK on the jump. Lehman Otis, 
former radioed of Citizen daily in 
Columbus, O., added to payroll as 
news editor. Succeeds Milt C. Hill, 
who was made head of commercial 
continuity department. Jimmy Sands, 
who formerly held latter position, 
transferred to the program produc- 
tion bureau of which Allen Jenkins, 
ex-announcer, is assuming charge. 
His previous berth is being filled by 
Don Dewhirst. 

Leslie Biebl, mike-man, promoted 
to editorship of sustaining continu- 
ity. Announcing staff got another 
addition in form of Seymour Harvey 
Miller, from WIBX, Utica, and 
WMBO, Auburn, N. Y. Beryl Red- 
mond, secretary to Ad Manager K. K. 
Hackathorn, has resigned to become 
chief stenog for C. A. MacLaughlin, 
manager of WIJC in Indianapolis. 
MacLaughlin was formerly sales 
manager of WHK-WLCE. 











Masquers At It Again 


—_—__-——— 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Masquers are again whipping up a 
show for radio sponsorship. Chief 
bait is a long list of picture names. 
Outfit took a sudden interest in 
radio last year but it didn’t last long. 


‘Horizon’ Case 











(Continued from page 29) 





would be put on notice that a certain 
account or speech is deemed offen- 
sive by independent Federal um- 
pires, 

General penalty provision of the 
istitute — seldom invoked except 
| against unlicensed operators—makes 
| stiff punishment possible, but also 
|allows a sentence in proportion to 
| the seriousness of the offense. As 
things stand now, the Commish can 





|only administer a very harsh dose— | 


denial of the right to operate—or | 
use the go-and-sin-no-more_ tech- 
nique in spanking offenders. Maxi- 


mum chastisement which the courts 
|could hand out is $10,000 fine and 
| two years in prison. 

| The ‘Beyond the Horizon’ matter 
|may be the occasion for obtaining 
| positive interpretations of the law, 


| besides the initial instance when the | 
| general question of relative respon- | 


| sibility of all network ouilets is an- 
'swered. While all members agreed 
unanimously to forgive WTCN and 
other affiliates, at least a minority 
reflected the view that the use of 
common expletives over the airwaves 
should not be condoned. Chairman 
Frank R. McNinch and Comm#tssion- 
er Paul A. Walker reported as deep- 
ly offended by the profane exclama- 
| tions in the O’Neill script, with 
| Commissioner Thad H. Brown only 
| slightly less horrified. 


MeNinch to Fight 

While outsiders were inclined to 
think the incident is finished, VArieTy 
was informed McNinch is determined 
to thrash the matter out and wiil 
make WJZ’s next renewal plea the 
occasion for forcing a showdown. 
Generally expected he will precipi- 
tate a new discussion for the pur- 
pose of having the record referred to 
the Justice Department, even theugh 
Commish attorneys have undisguised 
dcubt the dialog would be held a 
violation of the act. 

By renewing the license of WTCN, 
the Commish completely reversed 
the principle established last year 
in rebuking NBC and affiliated out- 
lets for airing the suggestive Mae 
West Garden of Eden skit. In an- 
noumcing no punishment would be 
applied Chairman McNinch em- 
phatically declared every licensee is 
liable for what goes out over his 
radiator, regardless of its origin, and 
that violation of public interest can- 
not be justified by passing the buck 
to the network or the originating 
station. 

Renewal of the WTCN ticket 
brought applause from the National 
Association of Broadcasters, point- 
ing out the FCC retreat was in ac- 
cord with overwhelming public sen- 
timent and suggesting ‘the time is 
ripe for consideration of related is- 
sues.” Hope voiced- by trade group 
that ‘The Commission will continue 
to listen to public sentiment and act 
accordingly.’ 


RCA SET AT FRISCO EXPO 


Gets Contract—Hewitt Off to Cam- 
den, New Jersey 














San Francisco, Nov. 1. 

Contracts for the installation of 
radio and public address equipment 
costing in the nabe of $100,000 were 
inked last week by RCA and the 
1939 Golden Gate International Ex- 
position. Complete system, to be 
ready for operation Feb. 10, eight 
days before formal opening of the 
expo, will be leased by RCA. 

Engineers of the Columbia, Mutual 
and NBC okayed the layout fo- net- 
work operations before the contract 
was signed. Lesley Hewitt, engineer 
in charge for the State of California, 
who wrote the general specifications 
and coordinated the suggestions of 
RCA and the C. C. Langevin Co., 
leading bidder on the job, left for 
Camden, N. J., as soon as the deal 
was set to iron out installation de- 
tails with RCA execs, 





New Hero—‘Doggy Dan’ 





Chicago, Nov. 1. 

Red Heart dog food starting a new 
local show on WMAQ next Monday 
(7). Will run 10 minutes daily for 
six days a week, at 12:35 p. m. 

Through the Henri, Hurst & Mc- 
Donald agency, with the name of the 
show, ‘Doggy Dan and the Red 
Heart Man.’ Bob Becker’s weekly 
dog chats continues for the same ad- 
vertiser for an additional 33 weeks 
starting Dec. 11. 








BACK TO AVERAGE 


| Radie Even Keel Noted After Czech 
Unsettlement 











General drop in the percentage of 
listening intensity. which broadcast- 
ing exp-rienced following the Eu- 
ropean crisis is practically ended. 
Cumpared with the overall listener 
rate which prevailed for a previous 
two weeks, the latest audience check 
shows a difference downward of but 
1/10th of one percent. 

Only period in American radio 
history which produced a compar- 
able state of intensive tuning-in was 


| the first few months of the Roose- 


velt administration (1933). 


DENIES STATE 
RULE OVER 
RADIO 


Trenton, Nov. 1. 

Contending that the New Jersey 
State laws regulating radio broad- 
casting are invalid. and that the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion is the lone regulatory agency 
over radio, NBC has obtained from 
Judge Phillip, Forman in United 
States District Court here a show 
cause order against the State Board 
ef Public Utilities and its mem- 








bers. The order, returnable next 
Friday afternoon in Federal court 
here, requires the State group to 


show cause why it should not be 
enjoined and restrained from taking 
any further action against NBC. 
Named as defendants are the Board 
of Public Utility Commissioners, its 
members, Harry Bacharach, Thomas 
L. Hanson and Frank J. Reardon, 
and Attorney General David T. 
Wilentz. 





State some months ago directed 
NBC to make application to the 
Board of Public Utility Commis- 
sioners for a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity and to 
fill in the necessary date on that cer- 
tificate, with regard to Station 
W2XDG, which it recently moved 
from a downtown New York loca- 
tion to the Bound Brook transmis- 
sion station, 


Broadcasting company, which also 
operates three other stations through 
the Bound Brook transmitter—WJZ, 
W3XAL and W3XL—refused to 
comply with the order. 

The reply was signed by A. L. 
Ashby, vice-president, and NBC is 
represented by Autenrieth & Wur- 
tendyke, of Newark. 


Add: Minor Worries > 


Milwaukee, Nov. 1. 





last week to discuss effects of the 
new Wages and Hours law on radio. 

Lew Herzog raised the question, 
‘What's going to become of Betty 
Lou and Charlie McCarthy?’ 





Executive staff of WTMJ huddled | 


Jimmy Walker, Priced at $350, But _ 
Starts His Radio Career on the Cuff 


| New York’s former mayor, Jimmy 
| Walker, has the present Mayor 
La Guardia’s blessing for the WMCA 
| broadcast series that Walker starts 
| m.c.’ing next Sunday (6) on WMCA 
| with an imposing array of guesters, 
including George Jessel, George 
Givot, Yacht Club Boys, Olsen and 
Johnson, Lew Lehr, Dave Apollon, 
| James Barton, Lee Grant orchestra 
and others. Modern Industrial is 
buying the time, a Sunday 2-3 p.m. 
full hour, but will refrain from any 
commercial in its own behalf. Com- 
mitment is for 12 weeks. 


Idea is for Walker to ultimately 
sell this type of ‘ood-will’ show for 
|a franker sponsorship. As it will be 
unreeled the first 12 weeks, the 
‘visits’ to the different hospitals by 
Walker and his pollyanna treupe 
| will be in the nature of good-will 
promotion, Bellevue hospital is the 
first stop, the show to be performed 
for the inmates and broadcast from 
there. An old ladies’ home will be 
the second stop. Mayor La Guardia 
has approved an earl¥ visit to his 
Camp La Guardia, charity resort, in 
upstate New York. 

Walker’s Price 


This pattern, it is hoped, will be 
sold eventually so that Walker may 
collect his self-evaluated $3,500, a 
figure he once before placed on him- 
self. For the initial 12 weeks, how- 
| ever, neither he nor the guesters get 
; paid. Modern Industrial merely 
| buys the time so that WMCA bene- 

fits that way, at card rates, and, of 

| course, the sundry hospital inmates 
enjoy the benefit of the in-person 
broadcasts, 


Bert Lehbar, general sales man- 
ager for the Donald Flamm statien, 
idea and David E, 
Green, with Walker, is producing. 


BILL HAY SUES 
~ LUM-ABNER 
ON CAREER 


Los Angeles, Nov. 1. 
William G. (Bill) Hay, long ane 
nouncer for Amos 'n’ Andy, filed 
suit here against Chester Louck and 
Norris Goff (Lum and Abner) for 
an accounting of commissions assert- 
edly due him for promoting the 
career of the rural air comics. Hay 
alleges L & A signed a contract with 
him in 1931 which would net him 
10% of their earnings for five years 
as compensation for his aid in help- 
ing them obtain radio engagements. 
Hay estimates that the rustics 
earned around $500,000 during the 
disputed period but declares that he 
received only $191 to apply against 
the commissions. 


| conceived the 














Arthur Gillette, WCKY Cincinnati 
engineer, was in New Join ‘an 
week, looking over radio equipmert. 
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‘INTRODUCTION TO AMERICA’ 
With Didier Van Ackere 
30 Mins. 
Transcription 
Radiophonetique Universelle 
(In French). 

This is the first of a series of 30 
transcriptions made in the United 
States in July, August, September 
and October during a_transcon- 
tinental tour by Jacques Friedland, 
head of Radiophonetique Universelle 
of Paris, who has beer operating this 
project under a small financial grant 
from the French government plus 
the gratuitous aid of Columbia | 
Broadcasting. He was accompanied | 
to America by Didier Van Ackere. | 
Paris rep of CBS, who as a linguist 
and a network employe cou 
around the U.S.A. and at the same | 
time act as m.c. for the programs. | 

Program series sets out to show— | 





with liberal sound effects, many of | 
them authentic—what America ls) 
like, Frenchmen, in common with | 


most Europeans, have a very hazy | 
conception of this country. With gun- | 
play, fan dancers, hillbilly child | 
brides and such matters over-sold as | 
‘typical.’ 

Reviewed in New York off a pan- 
cake made by Transcriptions, Inc., 
the inaugural program was a birds- 
eye view of the whole country. Its 
objective—strongly emphasized in 
French—-was that ‘New York is not 
America.’—From the switchboard of 
CBS in N. Y., by a series of quick 
cut-ins, voices were heard speaking 
in French (never mind what kind of 
French!) from KSFO, San Francisco; | 
WEEI, Boston; WQAM, Miami; 
KNX, Hollywood; KMOX, St. Louis, 
and so on. It was a kaleidoscopic 
gallop around the map, with the ul- 
timate object of getting over to the} 
literal-minded French radio listeners 
a conception of distance and tempo 
over here. sole i 

There were cowboy chanties in 
Arizona, the hum of the assembly 
belt in Detroit, the gushing of Old 
Faithful in Yellowstone, a rendition 
of the ‘St. Louis Blues,’ guitars from 
Honolulu and the whine of the wind 
atop the Empire State Bldg. A dumb 
stooge character runs through the 
series. 

For Frenchmen, the assortment of 
Yankee-ized French dialects must 
inevitably be as funny as the tangled 
tenses of continental English to our 
ears. But meanwhile, comedy is not 
the objective. 

As a significant new development 
in international radio, this one is a 
red ring on the calendar. It has 
been nicely done on production and 
mechanical values and tells its story 
with enough change of pace and 
humor (Gallic) to accomplish some 
benefits to the cause of Franco- 
American relations. Land. 


W. R. WILLS 
Commentator 
Sustaining 15 Mins. 





GLENDA FARRELL 
With Allen Drake, Lorne Elliot, 

Eric Dressler. 
SWANSDOWN-CALUMET 
Thursday, 8 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

If any of the Hollywood execs 
were listening last Thursday night 
(27), Glenda Farrell certainly gave 
them something to think about in 
her guest shot on the Kate Smith 
program. In an emotional part that 
was virtually the antithesis of the 
flip comedy stuff with which films 
have typed her she turned in an in- 
tense, eloquent and deeply-moving 





performance. Obviously Miss Far- 
rell is a much more versatile trouper | 


chance to show. 

Piece was a bizarre dramatic ex- | 
cursion into the realm of emotional 
psychology. Using several different | 
techniques (at one time straight nar- 
rative and flashback were employed 
simyltaneously), it dealt with the 
lives of a woman doctor and her 
fiance-surgeon whose’ unsuccessful 
operation to cure her after a motor | 
crash left her crippled and him 
mentaily unbalanced. It was a com- 
plex and extremely difficult produc- 
tion and acting assignment. 

Direction was shrewdly conceived 
and adroitly worked out. Playing 
simply and directly, Miss Farrell 
achieved admirable range of mood 
and expression. She could have used | 
a lower voice register advantage- 
ously during the quieter middle 
scenes, but her emotional climaxes | 
were controlled and her subdued 
final lines very persuasive. Her 
timing was excellent throughout. 
Allen Drake was convincing as the 
mentally-unhinged surgeon, while 
Lorne Elliot scored as the girl's 
grandmother. Background produc- 
tion sounds and the musical bridg- 
ing were proficient. Hobe. 





‘SILVER SERENADE’ 

With Peggy Tudor Guests 

Transcriptions 

15 Mins. 

ONEIDA, LTD. 

Saturday, 1:30 p.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 
(BBD&O) 

‘Most powerful group of stations 
ever used on silverware advertising’ 
is the statement in a promotion piece 
on new series. Being turntabled 
over one 506,000-watter, 18 50,000- 
watters, one 10,000-watter, nine 
5,000-watters and five, transmitters 
of low power. On entertainment and 
general showmanship, however, 
present group of platters is inferior 
to the one aired last fall. Two rea- 
sons for this: an apparent budget 
cut on talent, with a fill-in instru- 
mental trio substituted for a first- 
class dance band, and a more pro- 
nounced use of guests to stooge on 
advertising. Agencies would prob- 
ably call the latter ‘hard-hitting 








Sun. 10:15 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

W. R. Wills, Far East representa- 
tive for CBS, headquartering in 
Tokyo. was shortwaved from Han- 
kow Sunday night, commenting on 
the Japanese occupation of the con- 
quered Chinese territory. In a 
nicely phrased address, evidencing 
good mike technique, Wills was non- 
commital on his plane’s-eye-view of 
the war scene, a caution that may 
be explained in part by the fact 
that he’s headquartered in Tokyo 
permanently. 

Trans-Pacific broadcast mentioned 
the ‘normal’ routine to be observed 
in the Hankow area. 


‘LONG ISLAND HOUR’ 
With Jean Hallock 
15 Mins, 
PARTICIPATING 
Wednesday, 10:45 a.m. 
WICC, Bridgeport 
Unique angle here is that 15-min- 
ute slice of WICC, nominally a 


Bridgeport-New H>ven umbrella, is 


dished especially to a Long Island 
zone across some dozen miles of 
Long Island Sound water. But WICC 


has the signal, and Jean Hallock’s|. 
ot the sponsors, so it’s commercially 


egitimate. 

Commentator sounds young for 
her job and would likely be more 
effective in a spot directed to juves. 
She has plenty of copy, mixing 
blurbs for participating advertisers 
(Riverhead, L. L, roller skating rink; 
E. J. Wier Co., tree surgeons, 
Jacob Meyer markets) with Long 
‘sland chamber of commerce —_ 


‘A SONG AT TWILIGHT’ 


With Bebby MHainsworth’s Salon 
Group, Doris Sierer, Tommy 
Thomas 

30 Mins., Regional 

Sustaining 

Sundays, 4:30 p. m., 

KIRO, Seattle 


This half-hour stanza is for the 
Columbia Pacific net. Bobby Hains- 
worth, studio director, and five-men 
ensemble clicked, while Doris Sierer, 
recent winner in KIRO community 
club amateur contest, vocalized like 
an old-timer. Male quartet and 
KIRO’s program director, Tommy 
Thomas, latter dishing out poetry be- 
tween musical selection, tied together 
for balance. Purposely slow paced, 
with music and poetry selected with 
eye to the title. 

This is the first show ever fed out 
of Seattle on a regularly scheduled 
basis in the 13 years of nétwork 
radio, although KIRO has had many 

t originations go transcontinental. 

omes just ahead of Orson Welles 
Mercury theatre. Smith. 


selling.’ Others will call it an in- 
vitation to take a walk. 

Women and men interviewed by 
Peggy Tudor on “Ten Keys to Mar- 
ried Happiness’ carry show’s load. 
Dorothy Draper, interior decoration 
authority, and Ida Bailey Allen, 
home economist, popular’ with 
femme listeners, were two heard. 
Other voices waxed: Mrs. E. E. 
Brooks, employment expert; Clara 
Savage Littledale, editor of Parent’s 
Magazine; David Seabury, psycholo- 

ist; Beatrice Fairfax and Helen 

owland, newspaper columnists; 
Mrs. Anne Benson Fisher, author; 
Margaretta Beyers, fashion expert; 
Mrs. Cornelius Beeckman, socialite 
and etiquette authority. ‘Miss Tu- 
dor,’ who is on the Rosaline Greene 
order, and good, not only quizzes 
guests, but has them as straight on 
two spiels. ‘Wear proofing’ fea- 
ture of Tudor Plate emphasized; 
prices mentioned. Peggy also an- 
nounces for trio’s so-so ra 

aco. 


‘IT’S AN ILL WIND’ 

With Hope Rogers, Doris Ceunts, 
Mary Louise Carey, Marion Milli- 
kan, Dick Williams, Jack Robert- 
son, and Robert Lehigh 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 3:15 p. m. 

WGRC, New Albany-Louisville 


Station newly under the manage- 
nent of Steve Cisler. Gives half- 


and| hour example of what can be done 


with amateur talent. George Russell, 
production director, wrote the origi- 
nal script, based on the timely theme 
of the recent tornado which brought 
disaster to the New England coast, 
and did a clean-cut job of it. 


Play is one of a series of 13 scripts 
which will be aired by WGRC Play- 
ers. Russell direc the cast and 
authored seven of the scripts, the 
remainder being the work of Peggy 
Lynch, Chicago radio writer and ac- 
tress, 

Story telling is well-knit, being an 
account of the storm which suddenly 
struck through New some 
characters taking refuge in hotels 
and the like, with a radio operator 
keeping in touch by means of the 
various distress messages coming in. 
Most of the parts are straight acting 
pole a i hae does 
we ya vee 1 ove’ stage 
Englishman. Suspense is well sus- 
tained to the finish, and aside from 
some few points, such as a noticeable 
immaturity in some of the character 
roles, and a slight hesitancy on cues, 
the effort was well on the okay side 





for non-professionals. old. 


‘DR. PAUL CHRISTIAN’ 
With Jean Hersholt 
Drama 


3@ Mins. 
VASELINE PRODUCTS 
Tues., 10 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(McCann-Erickson) 
Jean Hersholt is back for his sec- 
ond season in the role of the coun- 
try doctor who is all things to all 
men, women and children in_ the 
mythical village of River’s End. 
Quality of the script, production and 
acting is as hokey-pokey as before, 
but that won't stop the program 
from gathering the class of dialer 
that will lend an attentive ear as 
long as the fiction deals with plain- 


ld get|than she’s previously been given aj folks and their troubles, a sort of 


hangover from the daytime cascade 
of serials. 

Initial installment of the resumed 
series revolved around a 17-year- 
old girl and her 19-year-old boy 


| friend who had to hide their love in 


an abandoned shack on a _ back 
mountain road because their respec- 
tive parents were opposed to their 
marriage. Plot drags up all the old 
dramatic dodges, including black- 
mail, inter-family recrimination and 
an attempted suicide. It all sums 
up as sentimentality and melodrama 
of the lower air brackets. Hersholt 
gives his line the right lip service. 
Time is taken out halfway through 
the sketch for the plug. Posing as a 
mother, a voice gives emphatic tes- 
timony to the value of vaseline 
products as a healer of wounds, cuts, 
colds or what have you, Odec. 


MISS TRENT’S CHILDREN 
Dramatic 

30 Mins.; Local 

Sustaining 

Friday, 8:30 p. m. 

CBM, Montreal 

Third stanza of this serial of family 
life shapes up as likely air fodder, 
even if a little on the slow side. It 
sounds like a newspaper serial and 
has been deliberately fashioned along 
sedate lines, with a view to reaching 
a class of listeners not intrigued by 
blood-curdling melodrama and hair- 
raising escapades. 

Script has been cleverly tailored by 
Joe McDougall of the J. Walter 
Thompson Agency, and should de- 
velop a following if general popu- 
larity of similar serials, in both 
both French and English, is any indi- 
cation. 

Show caught dealt with arrival of 
motherless children at the home of 
their aunt, Miss Trent, in Montreal. 
Dialog mostly hung on plans and am- 
bitions of the youngsters, with inci- 
dental organ music to denote change 
of scenes. 

It’s not the type of show which 
would register as an immediate click, 
but it should build. Mori. 


‘C'MON AND DANCE’ 
With Howard Jones 
Twe Hours—Local 
ADAMS CLOTHES 
Daily, 10 p.m. 

WIP, Philly 

New two-hour daily dance mara- 
thon of latest recordings would be 
certain for a large audience from 
10 p.m. to midnight were it not 
marred by an overgabby announcer. 
In a perfect spot to attract listeners 
desired by the clothing company- 
sponsor, Jones chases them away 
with his everlasting chatter. At- 
tempting to be intimate and funny 
with his ad-libbed comment, he be- 
comes a pest to listeners who want 
to read or dance (the name of the 
show, in fact, is ‘C’mon and Dance’— 
and you can’t dance to a line of gab). 
Listeners are willing to accept the 
commercial announcements as a 
necessary part of the game, but they 
don’t have to take a lot of small-talk. 
Jones would do much better for both 
sponsor and himself by forgetting to 
be so chummy. 

There’s break-in of news at 10:45 
p.m. by John Facenda for Morris 
Plan Bank. Following the cut-out, 
sponsorship reverts to Adams 
Clothes. Herb. 


NANCY TURNER 
Talks, Interviews 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Daily, 11:15 a.m. 
WMCA, New York 

Before coming to New York from 
Baltimore, Nancy Turner was on 
WFBR and WBAL. Seems to have 
forgotten her individuality with trek 
north. It’s another of the ‘isn’t it 
just too, too’ type. 

Couldn’t get over stooge Allen 
Williams’ (announcer) tie and his 
return from vacation. Was similarly 
wowed by meeting da. Thomas 
Dewey at a party although she had 
‘attended many such big shot soirees 
in Washington, Annapolis, Baltimore, 
etc., etc.’ Topped that one off with 
a political plug to boot. Tells all 
about steam electric irons, exquisite 
toiletries, and other femme gadgets 
she discovers around town. Find out 
where to discover them by dropping 
her a card, says Nancy. 

Only thing substantial was inter- 
view with Mrs. William C. Murrell, 
of Women’s National Institute, who 
discoursed on laundries and methods. 
Miss Turner adopted a ‘come, now, 
Mrs. Murrell’ style of interrogating. 

Miss Turner, the only sustainer on 
station with a contract, needs new 
and more adjectives. Her choice of 
‘adorable’ for describing everything 
she saw, ate or heard became ra 
ing. Serves tea to studio audiences 
after her broadcasts. Hurl. 











Follow-Up 


——2~B3 


Comment 





Comedy (that serious business) 
remains the main problem of the 
Texaco program, but progress has 
been made since the not-too-happy 
getaway some weeks ago. It’s the 
first 15 minutes where the trouble 
bubbles concentrate. While the puns 
last week were, in general, better 
puns than the script gave out on the 
initial program, the flaw of not 
knowing where to stop was still no- 
ticeable. 


cut where a judicious use of the 
scalpel would save the patient. 

Take that astrology routine. Una 
Merkel was asked what sign she was 
born under and replied ‘maternity 
ward.” Minutes later, the thread of 
fortune-telling, etc, mever having 
been completely forgotten, Charley 
Ruggles drags in a gratuitous men- 
tion of Madeliene Carroll in order 
to carry along the ‘motif’ and de- 
scribed Miss Carroll as a ‘heavenly 
body.’ This is known as straining at 
the keel. 

Miss Merkel, Adolphe Menjou and 
Charles Ruggles are all character 
actors without a characterization. 
Ned Sparks who brings his dead-pan 
delivery to radio fits much better 
and promises to grow as an asset 
to the show. His background ob- 
bligato of wisecracks during the mid- 
section Texaco commercial was fre- 
quently sparkling and in general 
very funny (despite a weak final 
punch-line) and would inevitably 
prompt the question: Why not start 
the show off solid with the Sparks 
routine and let the uncertain items 
be sandwiched in later? 

Adolphe Menjou remains as emcee 


at which he is at this late date | 
strictly an also-run but when he| 


acted a Max Reinhardt playlet with 
Mrs. Menjou (Verree Teasdale) the 
program had something deluxe. 
Radio’s inability to properly exploit 
what it buys remains a source of re- 
curring melancholy to the trade’s 
back-seat drivers. 





‘Ave Maria Hour’ sponsored by 
Franciscan Friars of Garrison, N. Y., 


on station WMCA, N. Y., Sundays, | stance, on 


went a little political on broadcast of 
Oct. 30, offering a fifty century re- 
ligious persecution dramatization as 
a parallel to present-day despotism. 

Story of St. Julia, Christian Car- 
thaginian maid, tortured and cruci- 
fied by the Romans, was tellingly 
told via medium of Don Randolph 
Frances Dworken and smart 15-min- 
ute script prepared by Faith Billen 
Smith. Covered a lot of ground in 
time allotted, and made message lis- 
tenable. 





Leo Bolley was paying his annual 
tribute to the late Knute Rockne, 
Notre Dame football coach, on Ty- 
dol’s program over WGY, Schenec- 
tady, last week at the very moment 





JIMMY SCRIBNER 

‘The Johnson Family’ 

Serial 

15 Mins. 

RAMSDELL 

Daily, 5:15 p.m. 

WOR, New York 
(Hamilton) 

Sustaining for 13 months, this 
Jimmy Scribner written-and-acted 
script is now under Ramsdell’s spon- 
sorship, but only on WOR. Rest of 
the Mutual network still carries the 
serial on a sustaining basis. 

Scribner acts out all the charac- 
ters, Virginia Negroes, handling 
around 22 male and femme roles. 
Not all, tho are in each chapter; 
nor does Scribner carry a sustained 
shading on all of ’em. During the 
show caught (27), the thickness of 
the southern drawl varied consider- 
ably, sometimes sounding quite ofay 
—which the author-actor is, 

A story about colored people, it 
was unusually free of comedy in this 
stanza, concerning the failure of a 
wrestler to collect for services. No 
laughs, no strong dramatics, just the 
novelty of one man doing all the bits. 
It reminds greatly of Amos ’n’’ Andy 
—but less the comedy. 

Ramsdell’s is plugging its dandruff- 
removing sulphur cream fore and 
aft, talking about itchy scalps, scales, 
etc. Unappetizing just before the 
dinner hour. Scho. 





‘HUNGER FIGHTERS’ 
Drama 


30 Mins. 
Federal Theatre Radio Division 
Saturday 9 p.m. 
ba per New Yerk 
in the airing of this program 

from Thursday to Saturday is sainal- 
dent with the dramatizations (of the 
fight against various diseases) enter- 
ing the second of Paul de Kruif’s 
five books. First series was ‘Men 
Against Death’ and treated the bat- 
tles of science to con~uer and partly 
eliminate human diseases. Second 
deals with efforts to down diseases 
of food, i.e., cattle, wheat, oats, etc. 

Portrayals of the various parts by 
FTRD players gave it true to life 
meaning, with one exception. That 
was the player in the part of Carl- 
ton’s wife. Her voice was harsh and 
a bit overacted, in contrast to the 
narrated description of her. 

Series should »e okay for general 


sp-| listening, but more so in the middle 


west, where it is also educational 





for the farm belt. 


What the program still | 
needs to have is the ruthlessness to | 


| tion is given the listeners. 


the Rev. Hugh O’Donnell, vice-presi- 
dent of Notre Dame and a team- 
mate of ‘Rock,’ was speaking about 
the fabulous coach in an interview 
on WABY, Albany. . Just as Father 
O’Donnell finished a chat with Ed 
Healey, radio editor of an Albany 
daily, Bolley put on the clincher of 
his broadcast: a record of Rockne’s 
driving, staccato address to the Irish 
team before it went on the field for 
the 1928 game with the Army. Ef- 
fect was uncanny, as though ‘he end 
of one program had been timed to 
— that on another in a nearby 
| city. 

Actually, the whole thing 
coincidence. 





was pure 





Frank Munn, with Abe Lyman and 
| the Amsterdam Chorus (Friday via 
|WEAF) is still a soothing and 
| pleasurable half hour for fire-side 
| easy chairs. In contrast to the com- 
|mercial’s plug for Phillips Milk of 
Magnesia. 

Munn’s warm voice is over the 
plate. Lyman’s boys’ waltz and polka 
tunes are unobtrusive, working in 
judiciously between the vocal selec- 
tions. Catchy clarinet and accordion 
interpolations liven up any inclina- 
tion towarc monotony. 





Cal Tinney’s ‘If I Had the Chance’ 
| sustainer on WJZ (28) gave ‘em an 
assortment of celebs, but little in the 
way of enlightenment. There was 
compensation in laughs, however, via 
Nellie Revell’s reminiscences of her 
circus advance-agent days and Tom- 
jmy Riggs’ double-voiced routine 
| (Betty Lou). Miss Revell’s mike 
showmanship is light in touch and 
_authoritative in background. Other 
|w.k.’s to parry Tinney’s queries were 
| Quentin Reynolds, writer, and edi- 
| tor, Archie Mayo, film director, and 
| Dr. Mal Stevens, surgeon and coach 
| of the New York U. football team. 





| Tinney, a humorist himself, paces 


the program for as many laughs as 
Possible, which explains the fact that 
| little in the way of actual informa- 
There 
was no inside from Mayo, for in- 
film direction; nor did 
Stevens dish out any factual grid 
matter. Reynolds was more interest- 
ing in talking about his days as a 
foreign correspondent and his insa- 
tiable desire to stooge for Olsen and 
Jehnson, current on Broadway in 
‘Hellzapoppin.’ 





Fibber McGee's Tuesday night con- 
tribution on NBC for Johnson’s 
Floorwax has simmered down to a 
fancy conglomeration of dialects, but 
consistently funny. In audience level 
the show is reminiscent of the stuff 
that fared well during the era of 
family time vaudeville. Jim Jordon 
(McGee) still doesn’t attempt any- 
thing in the way of humor with 
which this class isn’t thoroughly fa- 
miliar. Other things in his favor 
are good timing and a knack of mak- 
ing the old stuff sound fresh. 

Last week’s instalment (25) fur- 
nished a pleasant musical combina- 
tion in Donald Novis, the Four Notes 
and Billy Mills, batonist. 





Ogden Nash, whose unmetered 
rhymes have been a vogue for sev- 
eral years, made one of his rare 
radio appearances last Thursday (27) 
with Bing Crosby on the Kraft pro- 
gram. It was a click session, not 
only for Nash’s ingeniously satiric 
verses and his ingratiating mike per- 
sonality, but also because of exceed- 
inzlv able scripting and production. 
Co-guests on the show, Fonda and 
Ralph Bellamy, together with Cros- 
by and Ken Carpenter, joined in the 
lyrical fooling. If consistently pre- 
sented so engagingly, Nash would be 
a natural in a regular spot on one 
of the major programs. 

After Fonda and Bellamy had each 
offered his individual bit of clown- 
ing, Fonda played the trumpet, Bell- 
amy and John Scott Trotter pianos, 
Crosby pounded the drum and Car- 
penter sang in a comically terrible 
edition of ‘Melody in F.’ 





Better material than the playlet, 
‘They Found a New World,’ which 
went on the air Friday night (23), 
will have to be culled from the batch 
of stuff available if the Sweetheart 
Radio Playhouse of the air with W1!- 
liam A. Brady as ‘presenter’ is to 
please. Sponsor is Sweetheart soap. 
Program is on WEAF Friday nights 
at 7:45 p.m. 

Brady, on the air with the show 
and coming over very acceptably, is 
topping programs with little anec- 
dotes or incidents of his career in 
the legit theatre. He told one Friday 
(28) about a dog in one of his shows 
that barked authentically but really 
was a human being ad. He 
didn’t explain whether with or with- 
out fur nor how being the human 
being playing a pooch happened to 
be; whether the barking was within 
view of the audience or not. 

‘They Found a New World’ /s 
based on the sailing of the ship, 
Godspeed, from England for Boston 
in 1691 and the death, before land- 
ing, of the hero amidst the tears of 
his beloved. The dramatic value of 
the skeach, as done, added up to only 
a couple points above nil though the 
performances listened okay. A storm 





at sea was a part of the amateurish 
script. 
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networks and stations have belittled the author’s claims of injustice and 
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‘Typical Radio Waivers 


(It will be noted that the author is sometimes required to write a letter 
to the buyer-to-be granting extraordinary privileges in advance. Agencies, 





abuse and professed to see in the waiver system nothing not dictated by 
the realities of a litigation-minded floating population of ‘writers’ and ‘idea’ 
men with strong egoes and weak ethics.) 


I 


Young & Rubicam, Inc. 
985 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 
Gentlemen: 

I am asking you to let me present an idea which I think may be of} 
interest to you or to any one of your clients. This presentation is being | 
made on my own initiative and not at your request. 

I thoroughly understand your policy with respect to ideas emanating | 
from and presented by outside sources: namely, that you incur no obliga- | 
tion whatever to me with respect to such ideas .. . I recognize the fact 
that if the idea which I am about to present has come to you through | 
some other sources (either within or without your agency) you have the | 
absolute right to use such idea without any payment or obligation to me | 
whatever. 

Furthermore, I am entirely content to present the idea, relying upon 
your good faith in so far as the source of the idea is concerned , . . In the 
event that you subsequently do use the idea and in connection with such 
use claim that you received the idea from some source other than me, 
your word in that matter will be final. 

It is only in consideration of my signing this letter, thereby releasing 
you from any obligation to me except such obligation as you may volun- 
tarily assume that you are permitting me to present my idea. 

(Signed) 





eee ee 


Titles: 





Kaltenborn’s Irony 





Chicago, Nov. 1. 

At a special luncheon tend- 
ered jointly by the University 
of Northwestern’s school of 
journalism, the Columbia web 
and the Sigma Delta Chi frat, 
H. V. Kaltenborn last week told 
assembled newspapermen that 
the plaudits that have and are 
coming to him are startling. He 
stated that he thought his work 
during the crisis was a mere 
routine reporting and editorial 
job. He said that when he was 
in Spain and managed to get an 
actual broadcast of battle from 
the firing line, he thought he 
would come back home to ho- 
sannas from all sides, but that 
nobody thought it was anything. 

He feels that it’s a queer quirk 
of fate that makes him a na- 
tional figure on account of a 
job he thought was quite rou- 
tine, while the nation ignored 
the Spanish battle stunt at 
which he risked his life. 
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II 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Inc. 
221 North La Salle Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

I have submitted to you certain ideas, suggestions or other material for 
use by you in connection with advertising. I ask you to read and consider 
this material on the express understanding that I hereby waive and release 
any and all claims against you for compensation for any use, or alleged 
use, that you may make of such material, and I expressly agree that your 
decision as to whether you have used all or any part of it shall be con- 


Radio Biz Clinic 


Led by Sponsor 
And Agcy. Exec 











..headed the casualty list. 








clusive and binding upon me. 


WOR 
Bamberger Broadcasting Service, Inc., Newark, New Jersey 
New York Business Office 
1440 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


Dear Sir: 


We understand that you desire to submit to us for our consideration a 
certain idea, plot, script, copy, poem, story, play, musical composition, 
musical arrangement, lyric, continuity or scenario (herein referred io as 


“Idea’’). 


We shall be glad to examine your idea but only upon the understanding 
that the use to be made of such idea by us and the compensation, if any, 
to be paid therefor, are matters resting solely in our discretion. 

If the terms herein stated meet with your approval, will you please sign 


this letter at the foot. thereof. 


Accepted ...... cee edeesecies acnee ae 


Return this form with your manuscript. 





HEARST DUO 
STILL UNSOLD 


—_-— 


Hearst Radio, Inc., is now with- 
out prospective buyers for either 
WISN, Milwaukee, or KYA, San 


Francisco. Negotiations have fallen 
through. 

Dickerer in the case of WISN was 
Ralph Atlass, operator of WJJD, 
Chicago, and WIND, Gary, Ind., with 
the parting due to sharp differences 
over financial terms. P. K. Wrigley 
was to be associated with him in this 
venture. ye 

Hearing on the approval of the 
sale of KEHE, Los Angeles, to Earle 
C. Anthony, is due to come up 
shortly before the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 


Sports Don’t Get Any 


Cincinnati, Nov. 1. 


Scratches and bruises were the 
only things brought back by mem- 
bers of the WSAI sales and promo- 
tion staffs from a coon hunt Satur- 
day (29) night on the farm of Bill 
Guenther, promotion manager, in 
California, Ky. 

Major Harrison, 
Jack Thornquest, 








salesman, and 
sales manager, 
Harrison 
.Stumbled down a 150-foot hill. Auto 
of Thornquest went off the road and 
did a triple somersault after the 
Party ended. Machine was badly 
damaged. Thornquest was able to be 
On the job Monday (31), 


None of the 26 members of the ex- 
pedition reported even seeing a coon. 


Columbus Gets Publicity 


Ray of Encouragement 


Columbus, Nov. 1, 

Local radio stations are rejoicing 
because The Sunday Star (published 
on Friday), is now carrying a full 
page of radio pictures. Dispatch 
(afternoon) until this development 
was the only paper using radio news 
other than the regular listings. 

Citizen dropped radio news a few 
weeks ago. Ohio State Journal 
(morning) carries only listings with 
an occasional story. 


INDIANAPOLIS SYMPH 
ON COLUMBIA WEB 


Indianapolis Nov. 1. 

Indianapolis Symphony orchestra 
under the direction of Fabien 
Sevitzky will broadcast a series of 
16 one hour concerts over the CBS 
network between 2 and 3 o’clock 
Wednesday afternoons. WFBM will 
feed the network. 

Last year the orchestra broadcast 
over the Mutual network. CBS 
broadcast will be for the radio audi- 
ence only sans studio audience. Lo- 
cal musicians union cooperated in 
completing the arrangements. Pro- 
grams will begin Wednesday, Nov. 
23. 











Special Events—But Dignified 


Station WQXR, N. Y., is going in 
for ‘special events’—but with dignity, 
states station. It’s tieing itself up 
with Debate Council of Columbia 
University, Cooper Union and going 
for special talkers as its version of 
the frying-eggs-on-sidewalk side of 
the ether. 

Conducted for past 40 years, Coop- 
er Union’s Forums were aired for 





the first time this past Saturday (30). 


San Francisco, Nov. 1. 
Speaking at the first fall meeting 
of the Radio Departmental of the 
San Francisco Advertising Club last 
week, Hassel Smith, of the Long 
Advertising Service, stated that the 


success of the Gallenkamp Stores 
Co. in maintaining a business edge 
was largely due to its consistent use 
of radio, Gallenkamp chain oper- 
ates 101 stores in the larger Coast 
towns. 

Smith, who presented the adver- 
tiser’s point of view at the meet, 
said that while the shoe business in 
the Pacific area had slumped 15% 
during the recession, Gallenkamp’s 
sales were 8% over last year’s level. 
Smith recalled how shoe companies 
brought on sharp drops in business 
by withdrawing their support from 
shows that were clicking nicely for 
them. He cited the experience of 
the Peters shoe with ‘Professor Puz- 
zlewit’ and the ‘It’s a Fact’ pro- 
grams. 

Burton Granicher, McCann-Erick- 
son account exec, presented the 
agency’s viewpoint with a series of 
examples covering the radio activi- 
ties of his firm’s accounts ranging 
from Standard Oil and Pacific Coast 
Borax ‘Death Valley Days’ to spot 
announcements. He said that the 
Standard Oil Co. of California’s 10- 
year-old ‘Standard Symphony Hour’ 
rates as one of the outstanding ¢%n- 
stitutional radio campaigns of the 
industry. 

Lindsey Spight, Coast manager for 
John Blair & Co., urged radio sales- 
men to concentrate on selling radio 
as the best advertising and devote 
less effort to competitive selling 
among networks and stations. 


Glenn Van Auken’s WIBC 
Managed by McLaughlin 


Indianapolis, Nov. 1. 

WIBC was baptized Sunday by the 
Indiana Broadcasting Corp., of which 
Glenn Van Auken is the president 
and owner. C. A. McLaughlin (ex 
WHK) is the station manager. 

New station is without network af- 
filiation. On the air from 6 am. 
until 6 p.m. It broadcasts on 1050 
kilocycles. Indianapolis Star, which 
has cut out all radio gossip and cut 
program listings to bone carried 
news story of the new station. In- 
dianapolis Times and News an- 
nounced they would carry the pro- 
grams as soon as they received the 
listings. 














Al Donahue guests on the Kate 
Smith program tomorrow night (3) 
as part of the singer’s line of band- 
/ leader guest stars, 











Expected That November 


Meeting Will Thrash Out 


Grievances Based on ‘Signing Away Everything’ 
—Price Fixing Clause Particularly Disliked 





Another of the grievances the 
Radio Writers Guild will likely con- 
sider at its annual meeting Nov. 7| 
is the present setup under which | 
authors are forced to waive all pos- 
sible future claims before advertis- 
ing agencies or networks will con- 
sider their scripts. According to 
Guild members, the existing condi- 
tions are grossly unfair and must be | 
corrected. | 

Although each agency has its own 
release form which it requires writ- 
ers submitting material to sign, all 
such forms are along the same gen- 
eral line, In each the writér agrees 
to waive all or any possible future 
claims against the agency for any 
use or alleged use of the material, 
to rely entirely on the good faith 





|of the agency and that the agency’s | 


decision in all matters shall be final. | 
In many such releases (the ones re- | 
quired by WOR, for instance) even 
the matter of whether or not pay- 
ment for the use of the material is 
made, or of how much such payment 
will be, is left entirely up to the 
purchaser. Any such waivers or 
terms or requirements are unheard 
of in any other field of authorship. 


Of course the motive of the agen- 
cies and networks in requiring the 
signing of such releases is to protect 
themselves against possible plagiar- 
ism and ‘unfair competition’ Suits or 
claims. Explained that although the 
actual wording of the waivers is ex- 
treme, it is made so to deal with the 
‘lunatic fringe’ who might (and from 
time to time do) submit impossible 
material and subsequently ‘recog- 
nize’ portions of their work in every 
broadcast. In actual practice, agency 
men explain, they deal with radio 
writers on a fair basis, attempting 
to help them work out ideas, dis- 
cussing any likely material or ideas 
and paying for all material or ideas 
used. 


} 





Not Necessary? 


However, while authors agree that | 
the agencies must protect themselves | 
against ‘lunatic fringe’ lawsuits, they 
dispute the theory that all writers 
should have to sign away their rights 
merely to have their work consid- 
ered. They believe some method 
could be worked out to correct what 
they regard as a one-sided situation. 

There is also a question of whether 
the waivers would stand up in a 
court test. Variety has obtained two 
conflicting opinions from legal ex- 
perts. According to one copyright 
attorney, the waivers would not 
stand because they could not prop- 
erly be rated as contracts, since no 
recompence is involved. The only 
consideration for signing is that the 
author’s work shall be read. That 
is. not sufficient consideration to 
make the waiver a legal contract, 
it is claimed, 


According to the opposing view, 
the waivers are legally binding if 
they are correctly worded. Only in- 
spection by an attorney could de- 
termine whether a waiver is cor- 
rectly worded. Stated by this ex- 
pert that not only is such a waiver 
binding but that there is a court 
case on record as precedent, Attor- 
ney points out, however, that there 
are two ways to get around the waiv- 
er, both of which involve refusing 
to sign it. One is to submit the ma- 
terial by mail. In that case, if it is 
opened there is possible grounds for 
a suit. Other way is to submit an 
idea verbally, before the recipient 
can prevent it, 


There is a case on record of an 
agency that was approached by a 


program and asked if the agency 
was interested. He was told to go 
ahead and develop it and submit it. 
He did so and the agency finally 
turned it down. He laier sued on the 
ground that the instruction to go 
ahead and write it was authoriza- 
tion to do work for the agency, for 
which he was entitled to payment. 
Court awarded him $5,000. 


Price Clause Odious 


whole principle of the waiver is un- 
just. They claim that an author 
lives by his ideas and his ability 
to develop -them into marketable 
form. Therefore he should not be 


writer who explained his idea for a} 
| Playhouse. 


According to Guild members, the | 








required to waive his rights to his 





livelihood. Furthermore, if the 
agency’s motive is to protect itself 
against possible plagiarism suits, 
there is no justification for the 
clause permitting the purchaser ar- 
bitrarily to set the price for the ma- 
terial. 


It is pointed out by the authors 
that the current agency practices are 
killing off the one source of talent 
they need most—that is, the writers. 
They explain that mcre than any 
other medium ever known, radio ex- 
hausts an enormous supply of ma- 
terial. Music and musicians, acting 
talent and so On can be used over 
and over again, but written mate- 
rial can with rare exceptions be used 
only once. Therefore, it is claimed, 
radio should make every effort to 
encourage writers, to develop new 
writers, which it will require in in- 
creasing numbers, 

Practices such as forcing writers 
to sign waivers and the present set- 
up under which authors are de- 
prived of all subsidiary rights to 
their material without adequate pay, 
tend to discourage able writers, to 
drive them into other fields of au- 
thorship. Except the well-estab- 
lished (and pampered) few, radio 


| writers are constantly trying to work 


into other fields of authorship, either 
through plays, magazine articles or 
books, 


AFRA-NBC IN 
WGY IMPASSE 


Schenectady, N. Y.. Nov. 1. 


. A meeting between Kolin D. 
Hager, WGY manager, and Mark 
Woods, NBC executive, with Mrs. 
Emily Holt, of AFRA, broke up last 
week without an agreement on 
wages for announcers. However, it 
is reported that NBC instructed Ha- 
ger to put into effect a five-day week. 
Reduction in straight time worked 
by station mikemen under the Fed- 
eral Wage and Hour Law is expected. 
Claimed that while schedules show 
the working hours have been within 
the limit, extra assignments made 
this meaningless, 

Five regular announcers—two men 
from the news department are now 
taking turns also — have important 
added responsibilities. One, for in- 
stance, is accountable for all tran- 
scriptions and records—alleged to be 
a full-time job in itself at the 50,000 
watter. Another takes care of copy- 
right clearances; one doubles as an 
office extra and director of talent au- 
ditions; a fellow miker writes con- 
tinuity, a fifth does production for 
most of the local shows and writes 
his own scripts. Said. that none of 
these jobs have been on the spielers’ 
working schedule, 


Junior League Studies 
Drama with McKinlay 


Salt Lake City, Nov. 1. 

This burg’s future toney socialites 
are deserting their pouring duties 
once weekly to study radio acting 
technique in a program produced by 
KSL, local CBS affiliate. 

Junior Leaguers getting the ether 
lowdown from Lynn McKinlay, re- 
cent addition to staff. He hails from 
the Coast having served an appren- 
ticeship at the Pasadena Community 
Course lasts six weeks 
and ere they get their credit gals 
will appear in a playlet. 


WPEN Plea Spurned 


r | 
Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 

Request by WPEN that the Philly 
Musicians’ Local be ordered to take 
less than the quota set for it in the 
national agreement was turned down 
last week by Joe Weber, AFM prez, 
Reps of .he outlet and of the Toot- 
ers’ Local met with Weber in New 




















York in an attempt to settle the dis- 
pute which has been on for months. 


; 


LUNATIC FRINGE WAIVERS GUARD ADMEN, 
ABUSE AUTHORS, SAY WRITERS GUILDSMEN 
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Claim File Record Made in Cleveland 


Was Broadcast on Boston Station 


Cleveland, Nov. 1. 

Cleveland local of the American 
Federation of Musicians has asked 
the international office to protest to 
NBC about the broadcasting on an- 
other station of an acetate record 
which had been made by WTAM. 
WTAM, which is owned and op- 
erated by NBC, was aiso charged 
with neglecting to pay required 
scale to bandmen. Other station 
named was the shortwaver, WISK, 
which is associated with WBZ, Bos- 
ton, and fed by NBC’s international 
division. 

Controversy revolves around a 
recording made at WTAM by Lee 
(Stubby) Gordon and the staff or- 
chestra Oct. 8. Understanding had 
been that it was strietly for play- 
back and filing purposes. Same 
record, charges Milton W. Krasny, 
president of the local union, was 
cleared over the Boston shortwaver 
following the description of a fish- 
erman’s race Oct, 24. Krasny states 
that a check disclosed that the an- 
nouncer mention Lee Gordon’s 
name and that a further inquiry 
not only revealed that it was the 
same time but that there was no 
band leader of the same name 
around Boston. 

Krasny wants WTAM or NBC to 
pay the men in Gordon’s unit the 
difference between the $10 paid 
under the scale for broadcasting and 
the $56 fee required for recording 
services. 





Hew It Happened 

From NBC’s international division 
it.was learned yesterday (Tuesday) 
that the number complained about 
had been broadcast by the Boston 
shortwaver but not under the cir- 
cumstances described by the Cleve- 
land union, What had happened was 
that the network’s_ international 
division had itself made an acetate 
of Gordon’s broadcast for future 
shortwaving purposes, even though 
it had no right to do so. 

Agreement between NBC and the 
New York musicians union permits 
the network to record NBC pro- 
grams and clear them over its short- 
wave facilities providing this is 
done within a week. There is no 
similar arrangement with any other 
AFM local. NBC’s international 
division admits that it was wrong in 
the case of the Gordon show on 
two accounts; first, that it had no 
business making an acetate with- 
out the permission of the Cleve- 
land union, and, secondly, that the 
shortwaving ‘occurred over two 
weeks after the original broadcast. 





MORE KMOX SHIFTS 


Arthur Casey From Production to 
Publicity Assignment 


St. Louis, Nov. 1, 

KMOX last week set Arthur Casey 
as Director of Public Relations, His 
job as Production Director goes to 
Rollie Williams. J. Norman Green, 
a gabber, moves into latter dept. 

These changes followed the resig- 
nation of James V. Huffman, asst. 
sales mgr. who joined the Chap- 
pelow Advertising Agency as v.p. 
and Lloyd Smith of the sales staff 
who went to WEW to become asst. 
to gen. mgr. Al S. Foster. 

Casey will continue to handle the 
production of ‘The Land We Live In,’ 
historical drama sponsored by the 
Union Electric Co. of Mo., which will 
be resumed Sunday (6). Following 
the completion of the series Casey 
will devote his entire time to public 
relations. 











‘Family Doctor’ Grabs 
Sponsor After One Wk. 


Seattle, Nov. 1. 

With only orie week of sustaining 
diet between sponsors, KIRD’s ‘Fam- 
ily Doctor’ is now bankrolled by 
Consolidated Dairy Products. This 
three times weekly program was 
originally sponsored by Hansen 
Baking. 

Program one of the standbys in 
Seattle radio. 





WFBM’s DX Football. 
Indianapolis, Nov. 1. 

WFBM is broadcasting several out- 
state football games. Short-wave 
truck following three big state 
teams in Indiana.. They are Indiana, 
Purdue and Notre Dame. 

Games are broadcast by Len Riley, 
sports announcer. 


t 
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WHO, DES MOINES 
Oneida. BBD & O. 26 announce- 
ments of 30 words each and starting 
Oct. 15; 10 periods of 15 minutes 
each, ‘Silver Serenade with Peggy 





Saturday Role 





Washington, Nov. 1. 

New night hostess at NBC's 
Washington studios was no end 
flustered Saturday (22), when 
confronted by a visitor who in- 
troduced himself as Phil Baker 
and demanded to see the station 
manager. With all the bosses 
away for the weekend, newly- 
hired young thing suggested 
that the prominent radio come- 
dian return on Monday. 

‘Oh, but I can’t do that,’ the 
visitor explained patiently. “You 
see I won’t be Phil Baker on 
Monday. I'm only Phil Baker 
when I’m plastered.’ 





Tudor.’ 

Firestene Tire. Sweeney & James, 
Cleveland. Beginning Nov. 15 for 
26 period of 15 minutes each, ‘Voice 
of the Farm.’ 


| Truax Traer Coal Ce., Cincinnati. 
| Via Harry B. Miles & Associates, 
| Cincinnati. 13 periods of 15 minutes 
each, ‘Truax Traer Weather Prophet 
| and News Reporter.’ 





|Chicago. Through Benson & Dall, 
| Chicago. 26 periods of 30 minutes 
|each, participation in Iowa Barn 
| Dance Frolic. 

International Harvester Ce. 
Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, Chicago. 
52 periods of 30 minutes each, par- 
ticipation in Iowe Barn Dance Frolic. 


McCennen & Co., Winona, Minn. 


| 
i 
+) 








‘Guest Experts’ Look Into 
Station Operation In 





Omaha, Nov. 


Don Searle Gala Clinic Bree pres 


Central States Broadcasting Sees 


McCord Co., Minneapolis. Beginning 
Oct. 25 for 26 periods of 15 minutes 








Consolidated Drug Trade Products, 





each. 
DeKalb Agricultural Association, | 
| DeKalb, Il. Frank Presbrey Co., | 


|New York. 30 minutes each, Corn 





WOAI, SAN ANTONIO 


Reyal Baking Powder (Visiting 
| nurse), five weekly 15 minutes’ tran- 


tem gave itself the once over in a 


four-hour clinic attended by 75 
members of staffs of KOIL, Omaha, 
and KFAB and KFOR, Lincoln, 
CSBS stations. Idea was brain child 
of Don Searle, general manager, and 
Frank Pellegrin, general salesman- 


els), 
scriptions. through Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert, Chicago. 


scriptions. McCann-Erickson, New 
| York. 
Sears, Reebuck (Grandma Trav- 


five weekly 15 minutes’ tran- 


ager. 


the Katz Agency, Manager 


of KSO-KRNT, Des Moines; 


at an Omaha hotel 
Throop, CSBS president, as speake 


tem’s improvement. 


Gene Katz and Lowell Jackson of 
Don 
Davis of WHB, Kansas City; Com- 
mercials Manager Craig Lawrence 
and 
Manager Herb Hollister of KANS, 
Wichita, Kan., were ‘guest experts.’ 
Department heads held meetings 
during the day with subordinates 
and then all got together for report 
pow-wow. Final deal was banquet 
with Frank 


Clinie is to be a semi-annual af- 
fair to study whys and hows of sys- 


Firestone Tire, 15 minutes’ tran- 
scriptions, twice weekly, through 
Sweeny & James, Cleveland. 

Comet Rice, twice weekly, 15- 


Atlanta. 

Dr. Caldwell’s Syrup Pepsin (‘The 
Party Line’), five 15-minute tran- 
scriptions through Cramer-Krasselt, 
Inc., Milwaukee. 

Mytfine (Desert), 5 weekly 15- 
minute transcriptions through B. B. 
D. & O. 

r. Dodge campaign has been spread 
over 60 stations, with 26 one-minute 
transcriptions to be run off at the 
rate of one a day including Saturday 





minute transcriptions. Freitag agency, | through Allied Advertising Agen- 





Spitalny Girls Play 


Milwaukee, Nov. 1, 
‘Three Little Words,’ girl vocal 
trio from Phil Spitalny’s ‘Hour of 
Charm’ orch, appearing at the River- 
side theatre, did a guest shot on 
GE’s ‘Kilowatt Hour’ over WTMJ. 
Sponsored nationally by General 
Electric’s lamp division. 


Local G. E. Program) 


and Sunday, Placed by Ruthrauff 
& Ryan. 





WLAW, Lawrence, Mass. 


Whitfield) Laundry, Newburyport, 
Mass., 13 weeks, announcements, 
through Maxwell Davis, Boston. 

Meadowbrook Laundry, Lawrence 
Mass., 39 weeks, 15 minute daily, 
Mon.-Sat. Morning Devotional Pe- 
riod, with Leland Buzzell, devotional 
singer, and Stanley Schultz, organ- 





Zenith Calls Television Vague 





Long Way to Go, Declares McDonald Statement to 
His Stockholders id 





Chicago, Nov. 1. 
E. F. McDonald, Jr., president of 
Zenith Radio Corp. takes a bearish 
attitude on television. In a letter 


sent out generally to stockholders 
and the press he says, in part: 

‘The offering for sale of television 
receivers at this time in view of the 
present state of the art is, in my 
opinion, unfair to the public, and 
premature, both for economic and 
technical reasons. Such premature 
introduction of television commer- 
cially will result in loading the 
public with undue experimental re- 
placement cost, which, in turn, will 
result in retarding, instead of fur- 
‘thering development and in unprofit- 
able operations for the companies 
engaging in such a program. 

‘I do not believe the radio industry 
should ask the public to pay for its 
experimentation in television, at 
least without putting the public on 
notice that receivers put out at this 
time are on an experimental basis 
and may be subject to many costly 
changes and replacements. 

‘I still feel as I stated at the last 
stockholders’ meeting that ‘general 
use of television in the homes is just 
around the corner for the stock 
salesmen only.’ On the other hand, 
when we have overcome all of our 
difficulties, and when I say we, I 
mean the radio industry, tele- 
vision will no doubt become a 
glorious new experience and a won- 
derful new industry. I feel that Iam 
as close to the television picture, as 
the next man and Zenith is pre- 





pared at this time to produce and 





sell television receivers, but I am not 
ready to take the public’s money 
until television is good and ready to 
provide money’s worth to that 
public. 

‘Television holds the most fascinat- 
ing possibilities ever envisioned by 
an eager public, but I cannot agree 
that television receivers are ready 
for mass production and country- 
wide distribution on any such basis 
as even the first radio broadcast sets 
that were distributed in the early 
Twenties. 

‘Television is essentially different 
from anything with which we have 
had to deal in the past. The first 
automobiles constructed and sold to 
the public, unless they have. been 
worn out from use, will still operate 
on our highways today, and with the 
gasoline now used. Likewise, the 
first radio broadcast receivers con- 
structed and sold to the public will 
still operate and reproduce programs 
broadcast from the most modern 
broadcasting stations of today. On 
the other hand, the television re- 
ceiving set of one year ago is al- 
ready obsolete and cannot. be 
operated in the home with the 
latest television transmitter of to- 
day. 

‘What.the public should know, and 
has not been told, about television is 
that the receivers must be matched 
to, synchronized with and built on 
thé same standards as the transmit- 
ters. Any major change made in the 
television transmitter will necessi- 
tate a change in the receiver, This, 
of course, is not true of radio receiv- 
ing seis.’ 


| Mass., 
‘Famous Homes of Famous Ameri- | 


{ 
} 
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Style Sheet for Orators 





prospective radio spielers. 


office from sheriff to senator.’ 


Horizon’ broadcast. 
by most big dailies. 


speak, you don’t shout.’ 


gress is in session. 


pating appearances on the air. 





Considerable comment around town on National Association of 
Broadcasters’ newest effort to stimulate interest in radio by the publi- 
cation of booklets instructing the public ‘How to Use Radio.’ 

Warning against ‘the shouting, the platform stalking, the scowling, 
the arm-waver—the silver-tongued orator whose softest word could 
reach clean back to the balcony—’ was given by Neville Miller, NAB 
prexy, in announcing publication of a new booklet designed to coach 
Copies of the booklet are being distributed 
by radio stations throughovft the land to ‘all candidates for political 
NAB also is issuing a digest of radio 
news, taken from various newspapers and magazines. 
first edition with a reprint of New York Daily News editorial] blast- 
ing the F. C. C. for bluenosery on the Eugene O'Neill ‘Beyond the 


Guide to inexperienced broadcasters resembles style-sheets put out 

Warns against the use of stilted and multi- 

syllabled words, but also cautions that in using the microphone ‘you 

Contains a reprint of the Federal law re- 

quiring transmitters to give equal facilities to legally qualified can- 
didates of all duly recognized political parties. 

Radio primer was well received in Washington, particularly in view 
of the unskilled orating which is heard in local studios when Con- 
Individuals in daily contact with lawmakers at 
the Capital already are hoping that returning solons will bring back 
copies of the NAB booklet, regardless of whether they are antici- 
Advice could be equally useful on 
the floor of the House of Representatives—or even in the Senate 
chamber—where old-fashioned methods of speechifying have not 
been brought up to date in more than a century. 


Washington, Nov. 1. 


Led off the 








ist. Continuation of a 52-week con- 
tract. 
Arlington Trust Ce., and Bay State 


twice weekly 15-minute 
series, for 13 weeks. 
R. Romane & Son 


musical 


(Cucamonga 


Merchants Bank, both of Lawrence, | | Wine), 


co-sponsors of the e. t. series, 


cans,’ 13 weeks. Direct. 





Procter & Gamble placed 
Perkins’ _ serial, 
KSPO, San Francisco. 





Semmer & Kaufman _ (shoes), 
cies, is on KSFO, San Francisco, 
with a weekly announcement over a 


one-year period. 





Grove Laboratories (4-Way Cold 


‘Ma | 


transcribed, on. 


twice weekly 15-minute mu- 
| sical series, for 13 weeks, 

Minute Pudding (General Foods) 
is listed for a test campaign by way 
| of spot announcements, Young & 
Rubicam is the agency. 





Schwimmer & Scott agency has 
signatured order renewing the Sal- 
erno biscuit show on WMAQ, Chi- 
cago, effective Nov. 27. It’s a quiz 
show heard each Sunday at 30 min- 
utes a shot, with Bob Brown pitch- 
ing the questions. 

Railway Express agency starts its 
annual spot campaign for Christmas 


Tablets) bankrolling Four Stars/ business Nov. 15, using one-minute 
Tonight,’ weekly quarter-hour tran-| announcements this time. Caples 
scribed variety show, on KPO,| Co, is the agency 
San Francisco, for 22 weeks. Also F 


plugging Bromo Quinine in weather 
reports six nights a week. R. W. 


| Kastor & Sons, Chicago, placed. 





Bathasweet Corp. and the North 
American Accident Insurance Com- 
pany are alternating as sponsors of 


| the morning newscasts on KPO, San 








Francisco, with Bathasweet bank- 
rolling the Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday broadcasts and the insurance 
firm plugging its policies on Tues- 
day and Thursday. Bob Andersen, 
of the KPO news staff, will mike 
all programs, Both contracts are 
for 13 weeks, with H. M. Kiesewet- 
ter agency, New York, placing the 
Bathasweet account, and Franklin 
Bruck, Inc., New York, the other. 





Eddie Casey, former Harvard var- 


| Sity mentor, made his seasonal re- 


turn to WNAC-Yankee Network for 
Waitt & Bond, Inc., Newark, N. J., 
makers of Blackstone cigars. 





International News Service bul- 
letins being fed to a member of In- 
ter-City chain from WMCA, New 
York, for first time this week. 
Starting Monday (17) ACBM, Balti- 
more, picked up news broadcast for 
same sponsor, Roma Wine Co. 

Roma had a regular program on 
WMCA daily from 10:30 to 10:45 
p.m. Now WMCA rebroadcasts to 
WBAL from 10:45 to 11.00 p.m. 





Loese-Wiles Biseuits is out buy- 
ing news periods through the New- 
ell-Emmett agency. Latest contract 


is the 52-weeker given KMOX, St. 
Louis 





WTMJ, MILWAUKEE 

Smith Brothers, Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., 95 spots on Heinie and His 
Grenadiers, Brown & Tarcher. 

Cherry Specialty Co., Chicago 
(Dainties’), 52 one-minute an- 
nouncements, Oscar L, Coe & Asso- 
ciates, 

Milwaukee Automotive Trades, 
Inc., ‘Auto Show,’ 27 spots, Neisser- 
Meyerhoff. 

Gridley Dairy Co. Milwaukee, 
dairy products, station breaks, Klau, 
Van Pietersom, Dunlap & Associates. 

United Drug Co. (Rexall one-cent 
sale), Ben Bernie in ‘Magie Hour,’ 
et, Street & Finney. 





WwoOV, NEW YORK 
Paton Corp. (Yuban Coffee), script 
show, ‘The Rinaldi Family,’ five 
quarter-hour a week. Arthur H. 
Ashley is the agency. cers 
Mattia Locatelli, N. Y., branch, 





Young & Rubicam is working on a 
spot campaign for the Florists Tele- 
graph Delivery account, which it re- 
| cently acquired. 





California Orange Growers finished 
315 transcriptions for Sunkist and 
bowed off the air. 





Pet Milk renewed its quarter hour 
morning show, featuring Mary Lee 
Taylor, for another year on the Co- 
lumbia Pacific network. 





WBT, CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

American Memorial Co., three 100- 
word announcements a week for 18 
weeks, Groves-Keen, Inc. 

General Millis, Inc. (Corn Kix), five 
15-minute programs a week, Happy 
Gilmans’ E. T.’s, Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert. 

Cracker-Jack Co., five one-minute 
announcement a week for 26 weeks, 
ET’s, John H. Dunham Agency. 

Procter & Gamble (Fluffo), five 
15-minute programs a week, ET's, 
‘The Goldbergs,’ Compton, 

Olsen Rug, three 15-minute tran- 
scribed programs a week for 13 
weeks, Presba, Fellers & Presba. 

Oneida, Ltd., two 100-word an- 
nouncements a week for 13 weeks, 
studio show, B. B. D. & O. 

Chrysler, 15 100-word announce- 
ments and.eight 25-word announce- 
ments, for Plymouth cars, J. Stirling 
Getchell. 


R.L. FERGUSON SUCCEEDS 
HOMER HOGAN AT WCLO 


Chicago, Nov. 1. 

R. L. Ferguson has been named 
Station manager of WCLO, Janes- 
ville, Wis. Ferguson has lately been 
on the sales staff here of the Weed 
station rep firm. 

He will replace Homer Hogan who 
had been with WCLO since ieaving 
the Hearst radio set-up here. 


Page Boy with Aces 


Easy Aces will introduce a new 

















character this week on their Anacin 
program. A singing orphan (in the 
plot). 

He’s Devere Englebach, 18-year 
old NBC page boy with a Caruso 
yen. 





Ray Buffum, ‘Big Town’ writer, re- 
cuping on the desert from his hospital 





siege. 
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"Inside Stuff—Radio 


Hughes Panassie, French swing critic, guesting for Benny Goodman’s 
Camel program last week, ran into radio’s brand of censorship when at- 
tempting to answer script questions honesily. Nixed on several turns he 
finally: settled matter by suggesting that prepared question in question be 
dropped altogether. en € 

Submitted sheets asked that he name his six favorite bands. Pannassie, 
who leans very heavily to Negro band leaders with his favors, selected 
four of that race among the six named. He also included name of a band 
leader who is currently appearing on a rival ciggie program on rival net. 
Agency and CBS put its diplomats to work to straighten out ‘issue.’ 

It was ‘suggested’ that he at least equalize the number of whites and 








Negroes. It was also suggested that he obviously could not mention the 
opposish leader. It was then suggested by Panassie that whole question | 
be dropped. 





French Line is in middle of station rivalry between WMCA and WHN, | 

N.Y., regarding ‘gangplank broadcasts’ by both stations, WHN picked up 
gangplanking this summer when WMCA dropped it. When latter re- 
sumed about a month ago it took precaution of getting an exclusive except 
for very special occasions. Since that time WHN has crashed through 
about three times, causing WMCA to burn, 
« WMCA has priority, having started stunt first. However, French line is 
beginning to realize error made in exclusiving WMCA since it derives 
much revenue from persons associated with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and 
Loew, owners of WHN, through transatlantic travel, 





With leasing of old Aldine, Pittsburgh, by Harris Amuse. Co., it’s just 
come to light that station KDKA there had been trying to work 
out .a deal with building’s owners whereby NBC-Westinghouse 
outfit might take over house to be used for regular broadcasts in view of 
big audiences. Regular KDKA studio can accommodate only around 200 
spectators and bigger auditorium is sought. Wasn’t able to compete with 
Harrises on rent. Efforts will be made instead to enlarge seating capacity 
at station. 





Empire State Network, which has chosen as its letterhead a recumbent 
lion, a figure following the outline of New York State, has produced ap- 
proximately 30 hours a week of sustaining programs for member stations 
since its organization in early September. Executive offices are in Albany, 
where Harold E. Smith, president and operating head of the chain, also 
does business as WOKO. Current political broadcasts have constituted the 
principal commercial business. 





Leo Tyson, KMPC (Beverly Hills) boss, let go a nifty in the mail that 
had the radio trade howling. Tying in with a drug chain’s Ic. sale, Tyson 
offered to throw in Los Angeles coverage for one copper, plus the Bevhills 
rate. Gag is that station is heard in L.A. as well as the snooty burg but 
topper was that the big town rates only lc. Tyson’s leaflet had a penny 
pasted in the corner. ‘Radio’s biggest bargain’ he called it, ‘two markets 
for the price of one.’ 





Recently-returned comic was ganged up by his scripters at rehearsal 
time in Hollywood and made to believe he had a wow of a show, with 
punch lines crowding each other off the pages. -In timing the show he or- 
dered two minutes set aside for audience laughs and the subsiding calm. 
Studio mob failed to take the count on the punch lines as writers prom- 
ised and the show signed off one and a half minutes too soon, filling with 
the theme. Gagsters strangely missing at chime time. 





Odd request got George Putnam, KSTP St. Paul announcer, out of bed 
the other morning. Medic at University hospital called to say that a 
young patient was dying, might not live another 24 hours because of 
blood poisoning, and that one of the lad’s last requésts was to meet Put- 
nam, whose ardent air fan he was. ; 





;  Moter Serenade 





Los Angeles, Nov. 1. 
Newest method of drumming 
up votes out this way is to pour 
hillbilly tunes into the ears of 
the electorate. Stuart Hamblen 
tried it with good effect in the 
primaries and is _ following 
through as candidate for con- 

gress from Pasadena district. 
His opponent, a Glendale at- 
torney, is fighting fire with fire 
and is sponsoring Pauline Hol- 
den, mountain music queen on 
KEHE, as the spark plug of his 


campaign, Hamblen’s_ singing 
cowhands are on the same sta- 
tion. 











WREC CONDUCT 
CALLED RIGHT 


Washington, Nov. 1. 

Complaint that WREC, Memphis, 
violated the political neutrality 
clause of the Communications Act 
has been shelved, removing threat of 
punishment for incident which oc- 
curred in Tennessee’s acrimonious 
political campaign last summer. 

With the FCC showing no deep 
concern, WREC apprehension was 
erased when the Senate Campaign 
Expenditures Committee ~ decided 
Thursday (27) that no offense was 
committed when W. M. Fuqua, chief 
sleuth for the Tennessee Crime Com-. 
mission was barred from the mike. 
Solons concluded the station manage- 
ment was justified in denying Fuqua 
the right to talk about election con- 
ditions because he did not make his 
manuscript available for pro-broad- 
cast scrutiny. Kick came from John 
R. Neal, unsuccessful candidate for 
the Democratic nomination to the 
U. S. Senate, who smelled an Ad- 
ministration plot to gag his ora- 
torical helpers. 

Routine inquiry was made by the 
FCC upon learning of the yowl to the 
Senate probers but nothing has hap- 
pened and indications are the Com- 
mish found nothing worthy of its 
attention. 


Oil Sponsor Returns 


Cincinnati, Nov. 1. 
Standard Oil of Ohio is sponsoring 














Putnam not only hurried off to the hospital, but spent the entire morn- 
ing with the lad, until they took him to Rochester (Minn.), 





Columbia Concerts Corp., New York, has increased its capital stock 
from 16,200 shares, 16,000 preferred, $10 par value, and 200 common 
no par value, to 19,000 shares, 18,800 preferred, $10 par value, and 200 
common, no par value. Papers filed with the secretary of state at Albany 
by Rosenberg, Goldmark & Colin. 





Columbia Square, Hollywood, has already outgrown itself after one 
year. Plans are being drawn for additional studio space on the site. Plant 
is so crowded with production that it was necessary to. farm “out-the~Jack 
Haley show to a rental studio on Warners Sunset lot, recently abandoned 
by NBC. : 





Ernest Kotz, formerly in charge of all NBC programs coming from and 
going to Germany, is reported to be in the service of the Nazi government 
and propagandizing in South Africa. Kotz was center of many storms at 
NBC during his stay. 





Don Lee chain on the Coast is making first commercial use of Miller 
broadcasting sound tape transmission for transcribing programs. 





Federal Judge John C. Knox has kept a complete file of transcripts on | 
station WMCA’s broadcasts of current spy trials in New York. 


HOW HEARINGS 
ARE LINED UP 





evidence on management contracts, 
leases, agreements and other prac- 
tices involving control and ~- opera- 
tion of transmitters by individuals 
other than the actual licensees. 


(4) Licensees anc other witnesses 
possessing information on the con- 
centration of ownership or control 





a three-hour stretch, plus eight fol- 
low-up quarter-hour announcements 
on WSAI Nov. 8 to announce re- 
turns of hot Ohio state and local 
county elections. Starts at 8 p.m. 

Using direct lines into county 
board of elections and Democratic 
and Republican headquarters, Ac- 
count placed by McCann-Erickson, 
Cleveland, and J. Ralph Corbett, 
Inc., Cincy. 





Magic Key. in Frisco 
~ - San Francisco, Nov. 1. 
ntire ‘Magic Key of RCA’ program 
originated here Sunday (30), with 
Ebe Stignani, mezzo-soprano; Rich- 
ard Bonelli, baritone; Dino Borgioli, 
tenor, and the San Francisco Opera 
company chorus and orchestra under 
Gaetano Merola being picked up 
from the War Memorial Opera House 
and mikeman Hal Gibney airing a 
description of Treasure Ieland, site 
of the 1939 Golden Gate Interna- 
tional Exposition, from a Pan Amer- 
ican Airways flying boat. ' 
Musical portion was produced by 
John Ribbe, the plane broadcast by 
Don Thompson. 








Federal Project Plus Cuffo Name 
Stars to Canada Via Mutual 





+ 


KYA’s New Music Set-Up 


San Francisco, Nov. 1. 

New orchestra, with strings pre- 
dominating, debuts on KYA here this 
week under the baton of Walter 
Rudolph and replaces swing and 
cowboy bands previously on the 
Hearst outlet’s staff. The change in 
musicians was ordered by Reiland 
Quinn, new program manager, who 
is spotting the concert orchestra 
three mornings a week from 10 to 
10:30 am. PST. Quinn believes 
there is need for more classical mu- 
sic during daytime hours, and also 
wants to avoid network competition 
at night. 

He is also adding to the KYA staff 
a vibraharp, guitar, piano and ac- 
cordion combo to play a lighter type 
of music during the noon period 
daily. 








Congressman-Reporter 
In Hot Verbal Volley 


Over Mutual Network 


Washington, Nov. 1. 

Political feud over Congressional 
inquiry into activities of un-Ameri- 
can groups put Mutual Broadcasting 
System and its local outlet, WOL, 
between counter barrages this week 
and brought general accusation 
against radio as an institution. Head- 
line fuss was provoked when WOL- 
MBS made facilities available to 
Rep. Martin Dies of Texas to de- 
fend his House Committee against 
charges of unfairness and bias fired 
by President Roosevelt, Administra- 
tion echoes, and individuals attacked 
at recent hearings during the in- 
quiry. Immediately, Democrats de- 
manded a chance to respond to the 
Texan, who retorted that White 
House pressure was being exerted 
to gag him. 

Dies’ speech went on as scheduled 
Monday night (31) and was fol- 
lowed immediately by caustic com- 
ments of Paul Y. Anderson, reporter 
for the St. Louis Star-Times and 
stern critic of the Dies committee. 

Charles Michelson, propagandist 
for the Democratic National Com- 
mittee, admitted he had been re- 
sponsible for having Anderson 
booked to give an ‘eye-witness ac- 
count’ of the way the Congressional 
sleuths operate. The politico-pub- 
licist explained ‘whenever a Demo- 
cratic candidate is attacked, it is 
part of my job to defend him,’ jus- 
tifying his part by the fact that Dies 
had dragged out evidence humiliat- 
ing Governor Frank Murphy of 
Michigan, 

Hullabaloo was a sequel to an un- 
precedented step by President Roose- 
velt, who late Tuesday (25) rebuked 
the Dies group in sizzling phrases. 
Besides issuing equally-hot press 
statements, Dies immediately pre- 
pared a speech answering critics of 
his inquiry. - 








Bowling Scores at 11:15 P.M. 
Indianapolis. 
Len Riley, WFBM sports an- 
nouncer broadcasting daily bowling 
scores from all alleys in Indian- 
apolis at 11:15 o’clock every night. 
Proprietors of the alleys cooper- 
ate in phoning in scores. 











' ¥asnington, Nov. 1. 
Procedure to be followed at the 
Nov. 14 chain broadcasting monop- 
oly hearings announced last week by 
FCC Chairman Frank R. MeNinch, 


with subject matter to be covered 
placed under four general headings. 


(1) National networks will be 
called out first, in the order in which 
they commenced operation. Re- 
gional networks will follow in the 
Same order and other witnesses will 
be heard with respec* to various 
phases of network operations. 


(2) Persons and organizations, not 
associated with broadcasting opera- 
tions or transcription services, who 
filed written appearance with the 
investigating committee prior to 
Sept. 20. This will include religious 
and educational groups and individ- 
uals who want to be heard on the 
Subject of radio, 


(3) Industry witnesses supplying 





of more than one broadcast station 
in the same or affiliated interests 
and who can ‘supply evidence with 
reference to the business activities, 
other than broadcasting, of broad- 
cast station licensees and persons 
exercising control through stock 
ownership or otherwise over li- 
censees.’ 


Transcription and recording com- 
panies will be called before the com- 
mittee to testify as to their rela- 
tionships with the industry and with 
reference to the quality of discs from 
both the technical and program 
standpoints. 


Specific order covering individ- 
uals and organizations scheduled to 
appear, and an estimate of the time 
expected to be consumed, will be 
issued as far as possible in advance 
of the start of the hearing. Network 
witnesses will be revealed first, with 
similar information to be made 
available on other participants be- 
fore each subject is taken up. 


International Series from Europe 
Will Bally N. Y. Expo During 1939 


Colvin Cut Off Air 


Spokane, Nov. 1. 

A few seco: 's after Ewing D. Col- 
vin, republic nominee for U. S. 
senator agains, ‘ynbent Homer T. 
Bone, began an ‘ress at a mass 
meeting here he w. ‘ut off the air 
by KGA, Republican: bomarded the 
station with protests. KGA con- 
tended that Colvin strayed from the 
copy of his speech sent in advance to 
the radio station in accordance with 
FCC regulations, 

Colvin was just launching into an 
account of his World War ex- 
periences when KGA cut him off 
with a recording of the Marseillaise. 





Networks have agreed to start 
| plugging the New York World’s Fair 
| around the first of 1939 with a series 
of rebroadcasts from Europe. Pro- 
gram will be carried at the same 
time on NBC, Columbia and Mutual. 
Period selected is 1:30 to 2 p. m. 
Sundays. NBC will carry it on the 
red (WEAF). In the meantime it 
will have to find another spot for 
the Bob Becker dog stories (Morrell) 
which now holds the 1.45 to 2 o’clock 
slot. 

Schedule calls for 23 such Euro- 
pean pickups. First one will have 
the British commissioner to the Fair 
retell his plans for the exposition, 
while the British Broadcasting Co. 
will supply the music. 

















Federal Theatre Radio Division's 
‘Command Performance’ series which 
has been in the works for six months 
will start on a Mutual-Canadian 
hookup some time in December. Se< 
ries will be full hour dramatiza- 
tions of plays selected for airing 
via a poll of several hundred radio 
editors. MBS has scheduled them 
for Sunday nights. 


Regular FTRD players will be 
augmented by the addition of guest 
stars from legit who will donate 
their services alternately, one each 
airing. Among those are Maurice 
Evans, Burgess Meredith, Orson 
Welles, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Sarah 
Allgood, Sylvia Sydney, Whitford 
Kane, William Janney and Lillian 
Gish. Latter name is still tenta- 
tive. 

Some of the plays selected have 
been done on the air by FTRD play- 
ers before. The 13 named are: 
‘Henry 2d,’ ‘Ghosts,’ ‘Liliom,’ “The 
Weavers,’ ‘Ah Wilderness,’ ‘Adding 
Machine’ by Elmer Rice, ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac,’ ‘Winterset,’ ‘Elizabeth the 
Queen,’ ‘Berkeley Square,’ ‘Barretts 
of Wimpole St., and ‘Juno and the 
Paycock.’ 


LAWYERS HOPE 
CBS APPEALS 
KSFO 


Washington, Nov. 1. 

Challenge of the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission’s stand on sta- 
tion leases containing recapture 
clauses is anxiously desired by legal 
fraternity which is urging CBS to 
seek court review of the recent de- 
cision disapproving agreement under 
which the web would take over 
KSFO, San Francisco, for not more 
than 15 years. Importance of the 
FCC interpretation of the law lies in 
the fact that approximately a score of 
transmitters have been rented by net- 
works and host of deals may have to 
be renegotiated to conform with the 
FCC’s slant. ' { 

In the opinion of many attorneys, 
the Commish went far afield in cone 
struing the law so stringently. Curbe 
stone opinions preponderantly eme 
phasize ihe Commish has control over 
the operation of the station, and its 
powers are not restricted by any une 
derstanding to which it is not a party. 
Few take the same view as the FCC, 
however, and feel the Commish does 
bind itself by approving pacts with 
guaranties that the original owner 
shall get back his property at some 
distant date, f 


DON LEE ASKS FOR 
VISIO LICENSE IN S. F. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 1. 

Don Lee chain, televising daily 
here for the past seven years, has 
applied to Federal Communications 
Commision for permission to set up 
similar facilities in San Francisco 
pending issuance of a license. New 
plant will be for experimental pro- 
grams to be signalled across Pacific, 

Harry Lubcke, visio head of the 
network is undecided on the equip- 
ment to be used if the new venture 
is okayed by the comish. 














Farnsworth On View 
San Francisco, Nov. 1, 
First public demonstration here of 
Farnsworth television was viewed by 
100 newspaper and radio men and 
members of the Merchants’ Ex- 
change last Thursday (27), with 
several acts supplied by Fanchon & 
Marco providing the subjects. 





Irene Beasley will originate her 
‘R.F.D. No. 1’ program (CBS) out 
of KMOX, St. Louis, for a week 
starting Nov. 7. Her scripts from 
that point will deal with the cure 
ricular doings at Stevens Cul'ege, 





Columbia, Mo., which mention re- 
cently drew lots of fan mail. 
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Claim File Record Made in Cleveland 
Was Broadcast on Boston Station 


Cleveland, Nov. 1. 

Cleveland local of the American 
Federation of Musicians has asked 
the international office to protest to 
NBC about the broadcasting on an- 
other station of an acetate record 
which had been made by WTAM. 
WTAM, which is owned and op- 
erated by NBC, was aiso charged 
with neglecting to pay required 
scale to bandmen. Other station 
named was the shortwaver, WISK, 
which is associated with WBZ, Bos- 
ton, and fed by NBC’s international 
division. 

Controversy revolves around a 
recording made at WTAM by Lee 
(Stubby) Gordon and the staff or- 
chestra Oct. 8. Understanding had 
been that it was strictly for play- 
back and filing purposes. Same 
record, charges Milton W. Krasny, 
president of the local union, was 
cleared over the Boston shortwaver 
following the description of a fish- 
erman’s race Oct. 24. Krasny states 
that a check disclosed that the an- 
nouncer mention Lee Gordon’s 
name and that a further inquiry 
not only revealed that it was the 
same time but that there was no 
band leader of the same name 
around Boston. 


Krasny wants WTAM or NBC to 
pay the men in Gordon’s unit the 
difference between the $10 paid 
under the scale for broadcasting and 
the $56 fee required for recording 
services. 





Hew It Happened 

From NBC’s international division 
it.was learned yesterday (Tuesday) 
that the number complained about 
had been broadcast by the Boston 
shortwaver but not under the cir- 
cumstances described by the Cleve- 
land union, What had happened was 
that the network’s international 
division had itself made an acetate 
of Gordon’s broadcast for future 
shortwaving purposes, even though 
it had no right to do so. 

Agreement between NBC and the 
New York musicians union permits 
the network to record NBC pro- 
grams and clear them over its short- 
wave facilities providing this is 
done within a week, There is no 
similar arrangement with any other 
AFM iocal. NBC’s international 
division admits that it was wrong in 
the case of the Gordon show on 
two accounts; first, that it had no 
business making an acetate with- 
out the permission of the Cleve- 
land union, and, secondly, that the 
shortwaving ‘occurred over two 
weeks after the original broadcast. 





MORE KMOX SHIFTS 


Arthur Casey From Preduction to 
Publicity Assignment 


St. Louis, Nov. 1, 

KMOxX last week set Arthur Casey 
as Director of Public Relations. His 
job as Production Director goes to 
Rollie Williams. J. Norman Green, 
a gabber, moves inte latter dept, 

These changes followed the resig- 
nation of James V. Huffman, asst. 
sales mgr. who joined the Chap- 
pelow Advertising Agency as v.p. 
and Lloyd Smith of the sales staff 
who went to WEW to become asst. 
to gen. mgr. Al S. Foster. 

Casey will continue to handle the 
production of ‘The Land We Live In,’ 








historical drama sponsored by the 


Union Electric Co. of Mo., which will 
be resumed Sunday (6). Following 
the completion of the series Casey 
will devote his entire time to public 
relations. 





‘Family Doctor’ Grabs 
Sponsor After One Wk. 


Seattle, Nov. 1. 

With only orie week of sustaining 
diet between sponsors, KIRD’s ‘Fam- 
ily Doctor’ is now bankrolled by 
Consolidated Dairy Products. This 
three times weekly program was 
originally sponsoréd by Hansen 
Baking. 

Program one of the standbys in 
Seattle radio. 





WFBM’s DX Football 
Indianapolis, Nov. 1. 

WFBM is broadcasting several out- 
state football games. Short-wave 
truck following three big state 
teams in Indiana.. They are Indiana, 
Purdue and Notre Dame. 

Games are broadcast by Len Riley, 
sports announcer. 


an at 





Saturday Role 





Washington, Nov. 1. 

New night hostess at NBC’s 
Washington studios was no end 
flustered Saturday (22), when 
confronted by a visitor who in- 
troduced himself as Phil Baker 
and demanded to see the station 
manager. With all the bosses 
away for the weekend, newly- 
hired young thing suggested 
that the prominent radio come- 
dian return on Monday. 

‘Oh, but I can’t do that,’ the 
visitor explained patiently. ‘You 
see I won’t be Phil Baker on 
Monday. I’m only Phil Baker 
when I’m plastered.’ 











‘Guest Experts’ Look Into 
Station Operation In 
Don Searle Gala Clinic 


" Omnshe, Nov. 1. 
Central States Broadcasting Sys- 
tem gave itself the once over in a 
four-hour clinic attended by 175 
members of staffs of KOIL, Omaha, 
and KFAB and KFOR, Lincoln, 
CSBS stations. Idea was brain child 
of Don Searle, general manager, and 
Frank Pellegrin, general salesman- 


ager. 
Gene Katz and Lowell Jackson of 
the Katz Agency, Manager Don 


Davis of WHB, Kansas City; Com- 
mercials Manager Craig Lawrence 
of KSO-KRNT, Des Moines; and 
Manager Herb Hollister of KANS, 
Wichita, Kan., were ‘guest experts.’ 
Department heads held meetings 
during the day with subordinates 
and then all got together for report 
pow-wow. Final deal was banquet 
at an Omaha hotel with Frank 
Throop, CSBS president, as speaker. 
Clinie is to be a semi-annual af- 
fair to study whys and hows of sys- 
tem’s improvement. 


Spitalny Girls Play 
Local G. E. Program 


Milwaukee, Nov. 1. 
‘Three Little Words,’ girl vocal 
trio from Phil Spitalny’s ‘Hour of 
Charm’ orch, appearing at the River- 
side theatre, did a guest shot on 
GE’s ‘Kilowatt Hour’ over WTMJ. 
Sponsored nationally by General 
Electric’s lamp division. 








RADIO 
AGENCIES-SPONSORS 











WHO, DES MOINES 


Oneida. BBD & O. 26 announce- 
ments of 30 words each and starting 
Oct. 15; 10 periods of 15 minutes 
each, ‘Silver Serenade with Peggy 
Tudor.’ 

Firestone Tire. Sweeney & James, 
Cleveland. Beginning Nov. 15 for 
26 period of 15 minutes each, ‘Voice 
of the Farm.’ 


Truax Traer Coal Ce., Cincinnati. 
Via Harry B. Miles & Associates, 
Cincinnati. 13 periods of 15 minutes 
each, “‘Truax Traer Weather Prophet 
and News Reporter.’ 


Consolidated Drug Trade Products, 
Chicago. Through Benson & Dall, 
Chicago. 26 periods of 30 minutes 
each, participation in Iowa Barn 
Dance Frolic. 

International Harvester Ce. 
Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, Chicago. 
52 periods of 30 minutes each, par- 
ticipation in Iowe Barn Dance Frolic. 


McC€onnen & Ce., Winona, Minn. 
McCord Co., Minneapolis. Beginning 
Oct. 25 for 26 periods of 15 minutes 
each, 

DeKalb Agricultural Association, 
DeKalb, Ill. Frank Presbrey Co., 








| New York. 30 minutes each, Corn | 


Belt Farm Hour. 





WOAI, SAN ANTONIO 


| Reyal Baking Powder (Visiting 
| nurse), five weekly 15 minutes’ tran- 


scriptions. McCann-Erickson, New 
York. 
Sears, Reebuck (Grandma Trav- 


els), five weekly 15 minutes’ tran- 
scriptions through Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert, Chicago. 

Firestone Tire, 15 minutes’ tran- 
scriptions, twice weekly, through 
Sweeny & James, Cleveland. 

Comet Rice, twice weekly, 
minute transcriptions. Freitag agency, 
Atlanta. 

Dr. Caldwell’s Syrup Pepsin (‘The 
Party Line’), five 15-minute tran- 
scriptions through Cramer-Krasselt, 
Inc., Milwaukee, 

Mytfine (Desert), 5 weekly 15- 
minute transcriptions through B. B. 
D. & O. 

Dodge campaign has been spread 
over 60 stations, with 26 one-minute 
transcriptions to be run off at the 
rate of one a day including Saturday 
and Sunday. Placed by Ruthrauff 
& Ryan. 








WLAW, Lawrence, Mass. 
Whitfield) Laundry, Newburyport, 
Mass., 13 weeks, announcements, 

through Maxwell Davis, Boston. 
Meadowbrook Laundry, Lawrence 
Mass., 39 weeks, 15 minute daily, 
Mon.-Sat. Morning Devotional Pe- 
riod, with Leland Buzzell, devotional 
singer, and Stanley Schultz, organ- 





Zenith Calls Television Vague 





Long Way to Go, Declares McDonald Statement to 
His Stockholders F 





Chicago, Nov. 1. 
E. F. McDonald, Jr., president of 
Zenith Radio Corp. takes a bearish 
attitude on television, In a letter 


sent out generally to stockholders 
and the press he says, in part: 

‘The offering for sale of television 
receivers at this time in view of the 
present state of the art is, in my 
opinion, unfair to the public, and 
premature, both for economic and 
technical reasons. Such premature 
introduction of television commer- 
cially will result in loading the 
public with undue experimental re- 
placement cost, which, in turn, will 
result in retarding, instead of fur- 
thering development and in unprofit- 
able operations for the companies 
engaging in such a program. 

‘I do not believe the radio industry 
should ask the public to pay for its 
experimentation in television, at 
least without putting the public on 
notice that receivers put out at this 
time are on an experimental basis 
and may be subject to many costly 
changes and replacements. 

‘I still feel as I stated at the last 
stockholders’ meeting that ‘general 
use of television in the homes is just 
around the corner for the stock 
salesmen only.’ On the other hand, 
when we have overcome all of our 
difficulties, and when I say we, I 
mean the radio industry, tele- 
vision will no doubt become a 
glorious new experience and a won- 
derful new industry. I feel that I am 
as close to the television picture, as 
the next man and Zenith is pre- 











pared at this time te produce and 
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OIE 


sell television receivers, but I am not 
ready to take the public’s money 
until television is good and ready to 
provide money’s worth to _ that 
public. 

‘Television holds the most fascinat- 
ing possibilities ever envisioned by 
an eager public, but I cannot agree 
that television receivers are ready 
for mass production and country- 
wide distribution on any such basis 
as even the first radio broadcast sets 
that were distributed in the early 
Twenties. 

‘Television is essentially different 
from anything with which we have 
had to deal in the past. The first 
automobiles constructed and sold to 
the public, unless they have. been 
worn out from use, will still operate 
on our highways today, and with the 
gasoline now used. Likewise, the 
first radio broadcast receivers con- 
structed and sold to the public will 
still operate and reproduce programs 
broadcast from the most modern 
broadcasting stations of today. On 
the other hand, the television re- 
ceiving set of one year ago is al- 
ready obsolete and cannot. be 
operated in the home with the 
latest television transmitter of to- 
day. 

*‘What.the public should know, and 
has not been told, about television is 
that the receivers must be matched 
to, synchronized with and built on 
the same standards as the transmit- 
ters, Any major change made in the 
television transmitter will necessi- 
tate a change in the receiver, This, 
of course, is not true of radio receiv- 
ing sets.” 
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Style Sheet 


for Orators 





reach clean back to the baleony—’ 
prospective radio spielers. 
office from sheriff to senator.’ 
Horizon’ broadcast. 

by most big dailies. 


speak, you don’t shout.’ Contains 


gress is in session. 


pating appearances on the air. 





Considerable comment around town on National Association of 
Broadcasters’ newest effort to stimulate interest in radio by the publi- 
cation of booklets instructing the public ‘How to Use Radio.’ 

Warning against ‘the shouting, the platform stalking, the scowling, 
the arm-waver—the silver-tongued orator whose softest word could 


prexy, in announcing publication of a new booklet designed to coach 
Copies of the booklet are being distributed 
by radio stations throughovt the land to ‘all candidates for political 
NAB also is issuing a digest of radio 
news, taken from various newspapers and magazines. 
first edition with a reprint of New York Daily News editoria] blast- 
ing the F. C. C. for bluenosery on the Eugene O'Neill ‘Beyond the 


Guide to inexperienced broadcasters resembles style-sheets put out 


Warns against the use of stilted and multi- 
syllabled words, but also cautions that in using the microphone ‘you 


quiring transmitters to give equal facilities to legally qualified can- 
didates of all duly recognized political parties. 

Radio primer was well received in Washington, particularly in view 
of the unskilled orating which is heard in local studios when Con- 
Individuals in daily contact with lawmakers at 
the Capital already are hoping that returning solons will bring back 
copies of the NAB booklet, regardless of whether they are antici- 
Advice could be equally useful on 
the floor of the House of Representatives—or even in the Senate 
chamber—where old-fashioned methods of speechifying have not 
been brought up to date in more than a century. 


Washington, Nov, 1. 


was given by Neville Miller, NAB 


Led off the 


a reprint of the Federal law re- 





ist. Continuation of a 52-week con- | 
tract. } 

Arlington Trust Coe., and Bay State | 
Merchants Bank, both of Lawrence, 





| Mass., co-sponsors of the e. t. series, 
|'‘Famous Homes of Famous Ameri- | 
cans,’ 13 weeks. Direct, 

Procter & Gamble placed ‘Ma| 
Perkins’ serial, transcribed, on 
KSPO, San Francisco. 

Semmer & Kaufman _ (shoes), 





| the morning newscasts on KPO, San 





through Allied Advertising Agen- 
cies, is on KSFO, San Francisco, 
with a weekly announcement over a 
one-year period. 





Grove Laboratories (4-Way Cold 


Tablets) bankrolling ‘Four Stars 
Tonight,’ weekly quarter-hour tran- 
scribed variety show, on KPO, 
San Francisco, for 22 weeks. Also 


plugging Bromo Quinine in weather 
reports six nights a week. R. W. 
Kastor & Sons, Chicago, placed. 








Bathasweet Corp. and the North 
American Accident Insurance Com- 
pany are alternating as sponsors of 


Francisco, with Bathasweet bank- 
rolling the Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday broadcasts and the insurance 
firm plugging its policies on Tues- 
day and Thursday. Bob Andersen, 
of the KPO news staff, will mike 
all programs. Both contracts are 
for 13 weeks, with H. M. Kiesewet- 
ter agency, New York, placing the 
Bathasweet account, and Franklin 
Bruck, Inc., New York, the other. 





Eddie Casey, former Harvard var- 
sity mentor, made his seasonal re- 
turn to WNAC-Yankee Network for 
Waitt & Bond, Inc., Newark, N. J., 
makers of Blackstone cigars. 





International News Service bul- 
letins being fed to a member of In- 
ter-City chain from WMCA, New 
York, for first time this week. 
Starting Monday (17) ACBM, Balti- 
more, picked up news broadcast for 
same sponsor, Roma Wine Co. 

Roma had a regular program on 
WMCA daily from 10:30 to 10:45 
p.m. Now WMCA rebroadcasts to 
WBAL from 10:45 to 11.00 p.m. 





Loose-Wiles Biseuits is out buy- 
ing news periods through the New- 
ell-Emmett agency. Latest contract 
is the 52-weeker given KMOX, St. 
Louis 





WTMJ, MILWAUKEE 

Smith Brothers, Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., 95 spots on Heinie and His 
Grenadiers, Brown & Tarcher. 

‘Cherry Specialty Co., Chicago 
(‘Dainties’), 52 one-minute  an- 
nouncements, Oscar L, Coe & Asso- 
ciates, 

Milwaukee Automotive Trades, 
Inc., ‘Auto Show,’ 27 spots, Neisser- 
Meyerhoff. 

Gridley Dairy Co. Milwaukee, 
dairy products, station breaks, Klau, 
Van Pietersom, Dunlap & Associates. 

United Drug Co, (Rexall one-cent 
sale), Ben Bernie in ‘Magie Hour,’ 
et, Street & Finney. 





WwovVv, NEW YORK 
Paton Corp. (Yuban Coffee), script 
show, ‘The Rinaldi Family,’ five 
quarter-hour a week, Arthur H. 
Ashley is the agency. 





Mattia Locatelli, N. Y., branch, 





twice weekly 15-minute 
series, for 13 weeks. 
R. Romane & Son (Cucamonga 


musical 


| Wine), twice weekly 15-minute mu- 


sical series, for 13 weeks, 


Minute Pudding (General Foods) 
is listed for a test campaign by way 
of spot announcements. Young & 
Rubicam is the agency. 





Schwimmer & Scott agency has 
signatured order renewing the Sal- 
erno biscuit show on WMAQ, Chi- 
cago, effective Nov. 27. It’s a quiz 
show heard each Sunday at 30 min- 
utes a shot, with Bob Brown pitch- 
ing the questions. 

Railway Express agency starts its 
annual spot campaign for Christmas 
business Nov. 15, using one-minute 
announcements this time. Caples 
Co. is the agency. 





Young & Rubicam is working on a 
spot campaign for the Florists Tele- 
graph Delivery account, which it re- 


| cently acquired. 





California Orange Growers finished 
315 transcriptions for Sunkist and 
bowed off the air. 





Pet Milk renewed its quarter hour 
morning show, featuring Mary Lee 
Taylor, for another year on the Co- 
lumbia Pacific network. 





WBT, CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

American Memorial Co., three 100- 
word announcements a week for 18 
weeks, Groves-Keen, Inc. 

General Millis, Inc. (Corn Kix), five 
15-minute programs a week, Happy 
Gilmans’ E. T.’s, Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert. 

Cracker-Jack Co., five one-minute 
announcement a week for 26 weeks, 
ET’s, John H. Dunham Agency. 

Procter & Gamble (Fluffo), five 
15-minute programs a week, ET’s, 
‘The Goldbergs,’ Compton. 

Olsen Rug, three 15-minute tran- . 
scribed programs a week for 13 
weeks, Presba, Fellers & Presba. 

Oneida, Ltd., two 100-word an- 
nouncements a week for 13 weeks, 
studio show, B. B. D. & O. 

Chrysler, 15 100-word announce- 
ments and.eight 25-word announce- 
ments, for Plymouth cars, J. Stirling 
Getchell. 


R.L. FERGUSON SUCCEEDS 
HOMER HOGAN AT WCLO 


Chicago, Nov. 1. 

R. L. Ferguson has been named 
Station manager of WCLO, Janes- 
ville, Wis. Ferguson has lately been 
on the sales staff here of the Weed 
station rep firm. 

He will replace Homer Hogan who 
had been with WCLO since leaving 
the Hearst radio set-up here. 


Page Boy with Aces 


Easy Aces will introduce a new 
character this week on their Anacin 
program. A singing orphan (in the 
plot). 

He’s Devere Englebach, 18-year 
old NBC page boy with a Caruso 
yen. 

















Ray Buffum, ‘Big Town’ writer, re- 
cuping on the desert from his hospital 
siege. 


























_ 


is 
j 


1. 
iZ 
i- 


ts 
as 
e 
es 


od 
id 


ur 


O- 


ve 


by 
e- 


ite 
cS, 


ve 
"s, 


ne 
13 


n- 
Ks, 


en 
ng 


ed 
PS- 
en 
ed 


ing 


ew 
cin 
the 


ear 
uso 


re- 
ital 


























Wednesday, November 2, 1938 


VARIETY 87 








"Inside Stuf—Radio 


Hughes Panassie, French swing critic, guesting for Benny Goodman's 
Camel program last week, ran into radio’s brand of censorship when at- 
tempting to answer script questions honestly. Nixed on several turns he 
finally-settled ma.ter by suggesting that prepared question in question be 
dropped altogether. ie e 

Submitted sheets asked that he name his six favorite bands. Pannassie, 
who leans very heavily to Negro band leaders with his favors, selected 
four of that race among the six named. He also included name of a band 
jeader who is currently appearing on a rival ciggie program on rival net. 
Agency and CBS put its diplomats to work to straighten out ‘issue.’ 

It was ‘suggested’ that he at least equalize the number of whites and 
Negroes. It was also suggested that he obviously could not mention the 
opposish leader. 
be dropped, 








French Line is in middle of station rivalry between WMCA and WHN, | 


N.Y., regarding ‘gangplank broadcasts’ by both stations. WHN picked up 
gangplanking this summer when WMCA dropped it. When latter re- 
sumed about a month ago it took precaution of getting an exclusive except 
for very special occasions. Since that time WHN has crashed through 
about three times, causing WMCA to burn. 

« WMCA has priority, having started stunt first. However, French line is 
beginning to realize error made in exclusiving WMCA since it derives 
much revenue from persons associated with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and 
Loew, owners of WHN, through transatlantic travel, 





With leasing of old Aldine, Pittsburgh, by Harris Amuse. Co., it’s just 
come to light that station KDKA there had been trying to work 
out. a deal with building’s owners whereby NBC-Westinghouse 
outfit might take over house to be used for regular broadcasts in view of 
big audiences. Regular KDKA studio can accommodate only around 200 
spectators and bigger auditorium is sought. Wasn’t able to compete with 
Harrises on rent. Efforts will be made instead to enlarge seating capacity 
at station. 





Empire State Network, which has chosen as its letterhead a recumbent 
lion, a figure following the outline of New York State, has produced ap- 
proximately 30 hours a week of sustaining programs for member stations 
since its organization in early September. Executive offices are in Albany, 
where Harold E. Smith, president and operating head of the chain, also 
does business as WOKO. Current political broadcasts have constituted the 
principal commercial business. 





Leo Tyson, KMPC (Beverly Hills) boss, let go a nifty in the mail that 
had the radio trade howling. Tying in with a drug chain’s Ic. sale, Tyson 
offered to throw in Los Angeles coverage for one copper, plus the Bevhills 
rate. Gag is that station is heard in L.A. as well as the snooty burg but 
topper was that the big town rates only lc. Tyson’s leafiet had a penny 
pasted in the corner. ‘Radio’s biggest bargain’ he called it, ‘two markets 
for the price of one.’ 





Recently-returned comic was ganged up by his scripters at rehearsal 
time in Hollywood and made to believe he had a wow of a show, with 
punch lines crowding each other off the pages. -In timing the show he or- 
dered two minutes set aside for audience laughs and the subsiding calm. 
Studio mob failed to take the count on the punch lines as writers prom- 
ised and the show signed off one and a half minutes too soon, filling with 
the theme. Gagsters strangely missing at chime time. 





Odd request got George Putnam, KSTP St. Paul announcer, out of bed 
the other morning. Medic at University hospital called to say that a 
young patient was dying, might not live another 24 hours because of 
blood poisoning, and that one of the lad’s last requésts was to meet. Put- 
nam, whose erdent air fan he was. } 

Putnam not only hurried off to the hospital, but spent the entire morn- 
ing with the lad, until they took him to Rochester (Minn.), 





Columbia Concerts Corp., New York, has increased its capital stock 
from 16,200 shares, 16,000 preferred, $10 par value, and 200 common 
no par value, to 19,000 shares, 18,800 preferred, $10 par value, and 200 
common, no par value. Papers filed with the secretary of state at Albany 
by Rosenberg, Goldmark & Colin. 





Columbia Square, Hollywood, has already outgrown itself after one 
year, Plans are being drawn for additional studio space on the site. Plant 
is so crowded with production that it was necessary to. farm “out-the~Jack 
Haley show to a rental studio on Warners Sunset lot, recently abandoned 
by NBC. Re A: ; 





Ernest Kotz, formerly in charge of all NBC programs coming from and 
going to Germany, is reported to be in the service of the Nazi government 
and propagandizing in South Africa. Kotz was center of many storms at 
NBC during his stay. 





Don Lee chain on the Coast is making first commercial use of Miller 
broadcasting sound tape transmission for transcribing programs. 





Federal Judge John C. Knox has kept a complete file of transcripts on 
station WMCA’s broadcasts of current spy trials in New York. 
leases, agreements and other prac- 


HO 1 HEARINGS tices involving control and ~- opera- 
tion of transmitters by individuals 

ARE LINED UP other than the actual licensees. 
(4) Licensees and other witnesses 


possessing information on the con- 
centration of ownership or control 
of more than one broadcast station 
in the same or affiliated interests 
and who can ‘supply evidence with 
reference to the business activities, 
other than broadcasting, of broad- 
cast station licensees and persons 
exercising control through stock 
ownership or otherwise over li- 
censees,’ 





evidence on management contracts, 





¥/asnington, Nov. 1. 
Procedure to be followed at the 
Nov. 14 chain broadcasting monop- 
oly hearings announced last week by 
FCC Chairman Frank R. McNinch, 


with subject matter to be covered 
placed under four general headings. 


(1) National networks will be 
called out first, in the order in which 
they commenced operation. Re- 
gional networks will follow in the 
Same order and other witnesses will 
be heard with respec* to various 
phases of network operations. 


(2) Persons and organizations, not 
associated with broadcasting opera- 
tions or transcription services, who 
filed written appearance with the 
investigating committee prior to 
Sept. 20. This will include religious 
and educational groups and individ- 
uals who want to be heard on the 
Subject of radio, 


(3) Industry witnesses supplying 


Transcription and recording com- 
panies will be called before the com- 
mittee to testify as to their rela- 
tionships with the industry and with 
reference to the quality of discs from 
both the technical and program 
standpoints. 


Specific order covering individ- 
uals and organizations scheduled to 
appear, and an estimate of the time 
expected to be consumed, wil] be 
issued as far as possible in advance 
of the start of the hearing. Network 
witnesses will be revealed first, with 
similar information to be made 
available on other participants be- 
fore each subject is taken up. 





It was then suggested by Panassie that whole question | 
| cowhands are on the same sta- 





,  Moter Serenade 





Los Angeles, Nov. 1. 
Newest method of drumming 
up votes out this way is to pour 
hillbilly tunes into the ears of 
the electorate. Stuart Hamblen 
tried it with good effect in the 
primaries and is following 
through as candidate for con- 

gress from Pasadena district. 
His opponent, a Glendale at- 
torney, is fighting fire with fire 
and is sponsoring Pauline Hol- 
den, mountain music queen on 
KEHE, as the spark plug of his 
campaign. Hamblen’s_ singing 





tion. 


WREC CONDUCT 
CALLED RIGHT 


Washington, Nov. 1. 

Complaint that WREC, Memphis, 
violated the political neutrality 
clause of the Communications Act 
has been shelved, removing threat of 
punishment for incident which oc- 
curred in Tennessee’s acrimonious 
political campaign last summer. 

With the FCC showing no deep 
concern, WREC apprehension was 
erased when the Senate Campaign 
Expenditures Committee ~ decided 
Thursday (27) that no offense was 
committed when W. M. Fuqua, chief 
sleuth for the Tennessee Crime Com-. 
mission was barred from the mike. 
Solons concluded the station manage- 
ment was justified in denying Fuqua 
the right to talk about election con- 
ditions because he did not make his 
manuscript available for pro-broad- 
cast scrutiny. Kick came from John 
R. Neal, unsuccessful candidate for 
the Democratic nomination to the 
U. S. Senate, who smelled an Ad- 
ministration plot to gag his ora- 
torical helpers. 

Routine inquiry was made by the 
FCC upon learning of the yowl to the 
Senate probers but nothing has hap- 
pened and indications are the Com- 
mish found nothing worthy of its 
attention. 


Oil Sponsor Returns 


Cincinnati, Nov. 1. 
Standard Oil of Ohio is sponsoring 
a three-hour stretch, plus eight fol- 
low-up quarter-hour announcements 
on WSAI Nov. 8 to announce re- 
turns of hot Ohio state and local 
county elections. Starts at 8 p.m. 
Using direct lines into. county 
board of elections and Democratic 
and Republican headquarters, Ac- 
count placed by McCann-Erickson, 
Cleveland, and J. Ralph Corbett, 
Inc., Cincy. 


























Magic Key. in Frisco 
~ - San Francisco, Nov. 1. 
ntire ‘Magic Key of RCA’ program 
originated here Sunday (30), with 
Ebe Stignani, mezzo-soprano; Rich- 
ard Bonelli, baritone; Dino Borgioli, 
tenor, and the San Francisco Opera 
company chorus and orchestra under 
Gaetano Merola being picked up 
from the War Memorial Opera House 
and mikeman Hal Gibney airing a 
description of Treasure Ieland, site 
of the 1939 Golden Gate Interna- 
tional Exposition, from a Pan Amer- 
ican Airways flying boat. 
Musical portion was produced by 
John Ribbe, the plane broadcast by 
Don Thompson, 








Federal Project Plus Cuffo Name 
Stars to Canada Via Mutual 





+ 


KYA’s New Music Set-Up 


San Francisco, Nov. 1. 

New orchestra, with strings pre- 
dominating, debuts on KYA here this 
week under the baton of Walter 
Rudolph and replaces swing and 
cowboy bands previously on the 
Hearst outlet’s staff. The change in 
musicians was ordered by Reiland 
Quinn, new program manager, who 
is spotting the concert orchestra 
three mornings a week from 10 to 
10:30 am. PST. Quinn believes 
there is need for more classical mu- 
sic during daytime hours, and also 
wants to avoid network competition 
at night. 

He is also adding to the KYA staff 
a vibraharp, guitar, piano and ac- 
cordion combo to play a lighter type 
of music during the noon period 
daily. 








Congressman-Reporter 
In Hot Verbal Volley 


Over Mutual Network 


Washington, Nov. 1. 

Political feud over Congressional 
inquiry into activities of un-Ameri- 
can groups put Mutual Broadcasting 
System and its local outlet, WOL, 
between counter barrages this week 
and brought general accusation 
against radio as an institution. Head- 
line fuss was provoked when WOL- 
MBS made facilities available to 
Rep. Martin Dies of Texas to de- 
fend his House Committee against 
charges of unfairness and bias fired 
by President Roosevelt, Administra- 
tion echoes, and individuals attacked 
at recent hearings during the in- 
quiry. Immediately, Democrats de- 
manded a chance to respond to the 
Texan, who retorted that White 
House pressure was being exerted 
to gag him. 

Dies’ speech went on as scheduled 
Monday night (31) and was fol- 
lowed immediately by caustic com- 
ments of Paul Y. Anderson, reporter 
for the St. Louis Star-Times and 
stern critic of the Dies committee. 

Charles Michelson, propagandist 
for the Democratic National Com- 
mittee, admitted he had been re- 
sponsible for having Anderson 
booked to give an ‘eye-witness ac- 
count’ of the way the Congressional 
sleuths operate. The politico-pub- 
licist explained ‘whenever a Demo- 
cratic candidate is attacked, it is 
part of my job to defend him,’ jus- 
tifying his part by the fact that Dies 
had dragged out evidence humiliat- 
ing Governor Frank Murphy of 
Michigan, 

Hullabaloo was a sequel to an un- 
precedented step by President Roose- 
velt, who late Tuesday (25) rebuked 
the Dies group in sizzling phrases. 
Besides issuing equally-hot press 
statements, Dies immediately pre- 
pared a speech answering critics of 
his inquiry. -- 








Bowling Scores at 11:15 P.M. 
Indianapolis. 
Len Riley, WFBM sports an- 
nouncer broadcasting daily bowling 
scores from all alleys in Indian- 
apolis at 11:15 o’clock every night. 
Proprietors of the alleys cooper- 
ate in phoning in scores. 





International Series from Europe 
Will Bally N. Y. Expo During 1939 








Networks have agreed to start 
plugging the New York World’s Fair 
| around the first of 1939 with a series 
of rebroadcasts from Europe. Pro- 
gram will be carried at the same 
time on NBC, Columbia and Mutual. 
Period selected is 1:30 to 2 p. m. 
Sundays. NBC will carry it on the 
red (WEAF). In the meantime it 
will have to find another spot for 
the Bob Becker dog stories (Morrell) 
which now holds the 1.45 to 2 o’clock 
slot. 

Schedule calls for 23 such Euro- 
pean pickups. First one will have 
the British commissioner to the Fair 
retell his plans for the exposition, 
while the British Broadcasting Co. 
will supply the music. 











Colvin Cut Off Air 


Spokane, Nov. 1. 

A few seconds after Ewing D. Col- 
vin, republican nominee for U. S. 
senator against inciynbent Homer T. 
Bone, began an address at a mass 
meeting here he was cut off the air 
by KGA. Republicans bomarded the 
station with protests. KGA con- 
tended that Colvin strayed from the 
copy of his speech sent in advance tu 
the radio station in accordance with 
FCC regulations, 

Colvin was just launching into an 
account of his World War ex- 
periences when KGA cut him off 
with a recording of the Marseillaise. 








Federal Theatre Radio Division's 
‘Command Performance’ series which 
has been in the works for six months 
will start on a Mutual-Canadian 
hookup some time in December. Se- 
ries will be fuli hour dramatiza- 
tions of plays selected for airing 
via a poll of several hundred radio 
editors. MBS has scheduled them 
for Sunday nights, 


Regular FTRD players will be 
augmented by the addition of guest 
stars from legit who will donate 
their services alternately, one each 
airing. Among those are Maurice 
Evans, Burgess Meredith, Orson 
Welles, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Sarah 
Allgood, Sylvia Sydney, Whitford 
Kane, William Janney and Lillian 
Gish. Latter name is still tenta- 
tive. 

Some of the plays selected have 
been done on the air by FTRD play- 
ers before. The 13 named are: 
‘Henry 2d,’ ‘Ghosts,’ ‘Liliom,’ ‘The 
Weavers,’ ‘Ah Wilderness,’ ‘Adding 
Machine’ by Elmer Rice, ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac,’ ‘Winterset,’ ‘Elizabeth the 
Queen,’ ‘Berkeley Square,’ ‘Barretts 
of Wimpole St., and ‘Juno and the 
Paycock.’ 


LAWYERS HOPE 
CBS APPEALS 
KSFO 


Washington, Nov. 1. 


Challenge of the Federal Commue- 
nications Commission’s stand on sta- 
tion leases containing recapture 
clauses is anxiously desired by legal 
fraternity which is urging CBS to 
seek court review of the recent de- 
cision disapproving agreement under 
which the web would take over 
KSFO, San Francisco, for not more 
than 15 years. Importance of the 
FCC interpretation of the law lies in 
the fact that approximately a score of 
transmitters have been rented by net- 
works and host of deals may have to 
be renegotiated to conform with the 
FCC’s slant. ‘ : 

In the opinion of many attorneys, 
the Commish went far afield in cone 
struing the law so stringently. Curbe 
stone opinions preponderantly eme 
phasize the Commish has control over 
the operation of the station, and its 
powers are not restricted by any une 
derstanding to which it is not a party. 
Few take the same view as the FCC, 
however, and feel the Commish does 
bind itself by approving pacts with 
guaranties that the original owner 
shall get back his property at some 
distant date, : 


DON LEE ASKS FOR 
VISIO LICENSE IN S. F. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 1. 

Don Lee chain, televising daily 
here for the past seven years, has 
applied to Federal Communications 
Commision for permission to set up 
similar facilities in San Francisco 
pending issuance of a license. New 
plant will be for experimental pro- 
grams to be signalled across Pacific, 

Harry Lubcke, visio head of the 
network is undecided on the equip- 
ment to be used if the new venture 
is okayed by the comish. 

















Farnsworth On View 
San Francisco, Nov. 1. 
First public demonstration here of 
Farnsworth television was viewed by 
100 newspaper and radio men and 
members of the Merchants’ Ex- 
change last Thursday (27), with 
several acts supplied by Fanchon & 
Marco providing the subjects. 





Irene Beasley will originate her 
‘R.F.D. No, 1’ program (CBS) out 
of KMOX, St. Louis, for a week 
starting Nov. 7. Her scripts from 
that point will deal with the cure 
ricular doings at Stevens Cul'ege, 





Columbia, Mo., which mention ree 
cently drew lots of fan mail. 
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Washington Lowdown Columns Give 
Increasing Notice to FCC Feuds 


+ 





Washington, Nov. 1. 


Newspaper gossip columns have 
become wind tunnels for testing out 
trial balloons and artillery in the 
warfare raging within FCC. Several 
instances in the past two weeks of in- 
spired yarns about the inner circle 
reaction to the fuss over ousting of 
Hampson Gary from post of general 
counsel end the breach between 
Chairman Frank R. MecNinch and 
other members. 


Symptom of the concern within the 
New Deal high command was a long 
piece by Joseph Alsop and Robert 
Kintner, scribblers for North Ameri- 
can Newspaper Alliance, picturing 
President Roosevelt as thoroughly 
upset by the bad public reaction and 
unsatisfactory conditions inside the 
Commish. Predictions about future 
developments—ranging from firing of 
all seven regulators to creation of a_ 
new agency—were considered to re- 
flect the ideas of such White House 
advisors as Thomas Corcoran. 

The chief use of ‘inside stuff’ col- 
umns, however, was in spreading the | 
story that two members of the FCC 
are expected to quit, either voluntari- 
ly or by White House orders. Most | 
tipsters did not mention names, al- | 
though ‘Washington Merry-Go- | 
Round’ put the finger on Commander | 
T. A. M. Craven and George Henry 
Payne. Similar impression given by 
Paul Mallon, whose stuff is syndi- | 
cated in Hearst papers, and by Kint- | 
ner-Alsop team, which pointed out 
that any move to replace the FCC | 
with some other body would be po-| 
litically risky ‘as New Deal bodies | 





are said to be buried in the FCC| },n on newshaw 


garden.’ 





Tappe Directs Waxers 








Radio’s Proudest Relic 





Washington, Nov. 1. 

One of broadcasting’s proud- 
est relics—the tomato-can mike 
through which first election re- 
turns were aired—features col- 
lection of historic gadgets por- 
traying radio’s childhood just 
put on display at the Smith- 
sonian Institute. 

Exhibit reflects the technical 
progress of the art and effort of 
engineers to perfect ideal pick- 
up apparatus. 











WFBR Sprucing Up 


Recent 


the completion of newly 


Og > SD CO Ae ae deat, iat 4 


Washington, Nov. 1. 


Clerical error in the FCC gave 
lawyers for several stations an un- 
easy 12 hours last week—and dem- 
onstrated the need for improvement 
of administrative machinery—when 
official release announced plants 
from New Hampshire to Utah had 
been relegated to the doghouse. 
Frantie inquiries revealed five or six 





| 


' fusion -resulted from renewal of the 


outlets listed as having been put on 
temporary licenses actually received 
the routine six-month renewals. 





year ago Chairman MeNinch de- 
clared the back-door approach 
would be of no further use. Friends 
of Commish staff workers hear that 
political heat is hotter than ever be- 
fore, with employees above the civil 
‘service classification begging out- 
siders for advice. 








Another significant policy 
last week caused radio observers to 


throw up their hands in despair and | the Commish decision, since 
what | versed, point the accusing finger at | 


admit they cannot understand 


policies the FCC is following. Con- 


WTCN, Minneapolis, application for 


|renewal and authoritative tip that 
{WJZ New York, | 
| water later because of that ‘Beyond | 
{the Horizon’ 
|celebrated Mae 
grant of increased power | shelved 
to WFBR will be put into effect with | nously > 


will be in hot) 
program. When the} 
West case was 
last winter, McNinch omi- 
growled that henceforth} 


located |every network affiliate would be | 


towers and transmitter house, con- | held responsible for what went over | 


struction of which was started this | 


w-ek, Towers which will be erected: | tion. 


on yilings in the water of Balti- 
more’s harbor, will be part of the | 
town’s skyline and will be visible | 
from all sections of the city. 

Studio and offices will 
movec to new ‘Radio Center,’ now | 
being erected. Planning and erec- 


tion. of set-up under supervision of |-missioner 


NBC engineering department. 


Glib Staff 


Lincoln, Nov. 1. 





KFAB-KFOR is up to its eyes in! sideration 


néwspapermen. One time having a 
ks for ether use, the 
Journal now has three on established 
programs, and one to go. John Bent- 


ley, Journal sports editor, is on with 


Louis Tappe, continuity chief at| six 10-minute programs weekly on 


WINS, N. Y., last week completed | sports; Barney Oldfield, film ed, with | man did not object to permitting the 
producing a set of transcription pro-! six five-minute show biz gab fests; 


grams -for I. J. Fox, furrier, which 
are set for use on WINS, WMCA, 
WHOM, WAAT and WHN, all New 
York stations, during November. 
Sid Walton and Betty Worth used. 


ihdtnebenenidemniinnemtmemmeenietaammedenedl 








Leo Sonderegger, church ed, calls all 
the faithful Sunday mornings. 

Mary Gordon (Marie Dugan), 
Journal lovelorner, is being consid- 
ered. 


its transmitter regardless of origina- | 
Now only the originating sta- 
seems in danger. 


Talk still follows recent FCC ap- 


tion 





sale to the Gardner Cowles 
(lowa) papers. Notably on the votes 
of Chairman McNinch and Com- 
Payne. Followers 


change | the rounds of 


| Horizon.’ 


New-it-can-be-told story making 
aper fraternity 
has President Roosevelt outraged by 
re- 


nowe 
MUWwo 


stations which carried ‘Beyond the 
When asked his opinion, 
Chief Executive reflected no sym- 
pathy for the blue-noses and _ in- 
dicated he saw no reason for last 
winter’s agitation over the Mae 
West ‘Eden’ tantalization. As No. 
1 radio performer in the nation, Mr. 
R. appeared to feel it 
much what was said as how the em- 
phasis was placed. 


Widely-advertised horseback rides 


wasn’t as P - 
- ‘| dio Audience, lobby group formed 





| 


| 


} 
} 


| 


Kiernan, Ex-WLWL Petition Arranger, 
Leads Attacks on McNinch and FCC 


v 





Washington, Ney. 1. 

Renewed battling within the FCC 
is being used, as had been expected, 
to fan sentiment for a Congressional 
investigation of both the regulators 
and the broadcasting business. Cath- 
olic groups in particular are becom- 
ing more active and pointing to the 
Hampson Gary firing, proposed exe- 
cution of civil service workers, wire- 
pulling over WLW’s superpower 
franchise, and lesser controversies, 
as evidence that conditions are worse 
than ever before. 

Charge that Chairman Frank R. Mc- 
Ninch is trying to become a ‘Sialin’ 
has been sent all candidates for Con- 
gress, with a request they state their 
position on ‘whether or not you be- 
lieve the conditions herein described 
should be allowed to continue.’ 
Poll is being made by American Ra- 


last year to help get an investigation 
and headed by James Kiernan, for- 


| mer manager of the Paulist Fathers’ 


of Federal Communications Com- | 
mission chairman, Frank R. Mc-| 
| Ninch, have been postponed indefi- 


nitely because of long hours at the 


'proval of the WNAX, Yankton, S.| Commish. 
alse be D., 


| Following his statement at a press | 
| conference two weeks ago that he} 


| was sufficiently recovered from a 


of | recent illness to take up horseback | 


station, WLWL. 


‘Stalinism’ 
Inder the caption ‘Stalinism in 
America,’ the American Radio Au- 
dience review some of the more 


recent happenings at the FCC, sus- 
gested political favoritism may in- 
fluence the decision in the WLW 
case, asked if the FCC is threaten- 
ing transmitters which carry 


| Commish decision had decided Mc-/ riding, McNinch admitted that long) speeches ‘inimical to Rooseveltian 
Ninch is dead set against news-| hours at his desk have kept him| policies,” and declared members of 





paper-broadcasters who have sev- 


from the Washington bridle paths. 


eral outlets and figured Payne was| Is pondering buying a steed, he de- | 


death on deals where the cash con- 
exceeded the 
value as demonstrated at hearings. 
Although McNinch balked at letting 
a publisher acquire another . local 
outlet in a state where—several 
| dozen miles away — he already 
owned radio mouthpieces, the chair- 





Des Moines Register-Tribune crowd 
corral another regional echo. 
Continuous comment about the 
part politics seems to be playing in 
Commish activities. Recalls that a 








| clared, since he dislikes walking and 


Congress must take a hand. 
Another blast at the Commish by 
the Boston Review, Catholic publi- 


physical | 0lf—recommended by his doctors) cation, before the recent unpleasant- 


| —but still believes that he will save | ness also is being circulated, particu- 


dollar an hour. 





Moves to WIC, Hartford 

‘Let’s Go to Work,’ Dr. Herbert 
Hadel’s re-employment and steerer 
| ot jobless sustainer, moves Nov. 12 to 
WTIC, Hartford. 

Station feeding half-hour to WICC, 
Bridgeport-New Haven, where pro- 
| gram has been originating since June. 





money by patronizing a local stable | larly 
where mounts can be rented for a paper denounced the forthcoming 


| 


among legislators. Clerical 
FCC monopoly-network inquiry as 


‘merely false pretence’ and supple- 


| mented a page-one editorial with a 


| 


| 


special article predicting the result 
of the hearings will be a white- 
wash. Story reviewed the back- 
ground of the members comprising 
the committee saying fhe National 
Capital treats the investigation as a 
joke. 














I wish to thank Variety's Stage Review Department, as it was 


through this department | first became acquainted with the 


performances of 


AMES and ARNO 


BOB NELLER and (DIZZY DUGAN) 


who have more than justified the reviewers’ comment here at 


Loew's State Theatre this week. 


To those of us who find it impossible to be in 100 places at the 


same time this department performs an inestimable service by 


bringing all the stages of the world under our ken. 


New York, November |, 1938 
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'EDITORIALIZING 
JOQUE oIMIME RG 


FCC’s New Attorney, Wil- 
liam J. Dempsey, Faces 
Delicate Situation 


STALLING 





Washington, Nov. 1. 
Strenuous efforts being made to 
avoid a ruling on the delicate ques- 
tion of whether a station can be used 
to promote the social and political 
views of its owner and to 


win re- 
newal licenses for WNAC and 
WAAB, Boston, without a hearing, 


threatening to plunge the FCC into 





Forum Idea 


A public fund-sponsored ra- 
dio program is set to start on 


the Yankee Network about 
Nov. 13. It will be a radio 
forum discussing controversial 
topics of national interest se- 


lected by a committee set up 
for the purpose. Formation of 
a Dime-a-Month club is expect- 
ed to pay for all or part of the 
air time depending on the re- 
sponse. Until the club gets 
rolling stations carrying it will 
ride them as sustainers, 

Idea is to circulate question- 
naires among club members 
with the subject of the week 
printed thereon, Will call for 
definite yes or no answers and 
reasons for the decision. Best 
pro and con returns will be 
scripted and debated on the air. 
A consulting board of experts 
on each topic will be in attend- 
ance, but in view of the poor 
speaking ability of most of the 
latter, professional actors will 
be used to present each side. 
Various prizes will be awarded 
for best discussions turned in 
as well for outlines of new 
ones. 

Programs will be of half hour 
duration and be in transcribed 
form. Associated Recorded 
Program Service which is be- 
hind the idea cuts the platters. 








| 


‘ 











another face-reddening scandal anc 
intensify clamor for a Congressional 
investigation, 

Another rift within the Commis- 
sion is developing as a result of the 
wire-pulling on behalf of John 
Shepard, III, and the deep dispute 
about justification for the original 
order putting both of the plants on 
temporary basis. Hearings on the 
renewal pleas docketed for Friday 
(4) with postponement being sought 
on account of Commish stalling on 
legal maneuvers by Paul D. P. 
Spearman, counsel for the Bay State 
operator. 

Dempsey on Spot / 

Despite the glass-house idealism of 
Chairman Frank R. MeNinch, po- 
litical influence has been employed 
to extricate Shepard from his pre- 
dicament, Several members of Con- 
gress reported to have interceded 
with Commish members and with 
law department, while other regula- 
tors and law-makers are threatening 
to explode if the hearing order is 
rescinded. Buck-passing has char- 
acterized the inside gymnastics, with 
William J. Dempsey, newly-named 
acting general counsel, put on an ex- 
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tremely warm spot at the outset of 
his career, 

Political ramifications are be- 
wildering, but insiders say there has 
been an unprecedented amount of 


tugging, pleading, needling, and 
veiled intimidating and that both 
sides have been tightening the 
screws, 

Shepard case is of great sig- 
nificance because of the central 


question involved. Minor proposi- 
tions—whether the Kav jewelry ad- 
vertisements were lotteries, and 
whether time was donated or pay- 
ments rebated—are of considerable 
importance but do not come even 





| close to the issue of editorialization 
| by a broadcaster. Freedom of speech 


is naturally embodied in the dispute, 
with no agreement whether a Con- 
stitutional right is restricted by the 


provisions of the Communications 
act. From the WAAB-WNAC point 
of view, the ‘chief question to be an- 
swered is whether the Commish, be- 
cause it hands a station operator ¢ 
piece of paper, can prevent the pro- 
prietor from expressing opinions. On 
the other side, it is whether a per- 
son licensed to use a natural re- 
| source in the public interest and en- 
joined to be neutral politically car 
take sides in vital public con- 
troversies, 

Commission has stalled so long 
that there is talk. Petitions for re- 
consideration of the hearing orders 
were filed in August and September. 
Requests for bills of particulars then 
followed in normal course. But 
within a few days of the scheduled 
hearing, no action has been taken 
on any of these routine pleas. 








Sponsors Every Sustainer on KTSA 





Sears 


Roebuck Opening Gets 


Double-Barrelled 


Ballyhoo in San Antonio 





SCHUDT FIGHTING FLU 


+- 
Cincinnati, Nov. 1. | 


San Antonio, Nov. 1. 
Sears Roebuck for its new store 


Recovered from his second flu at-| here bought every available spot on 
tack within the past fortnight, Wil- | KTSA during the entire day Wednes- 


liam A. Schudt, Jr., general manager | day (26). 


Sponsored every sustain- 


of WKRC, returned to his desk Fri-| ing program on the station through- 


day (28). 
Each one had him between the} 
sheets for several days. 





|}out the whole day. 


Talent was also presented direct 


|from the different floors and depart- 
;ments of the store. 


Arthur Q. Bryan, multiple comic | unique radio advertising campaigns 


in KFW ‘Grouch Club,’ to New York | ever attempted in this part of 
‘United States. 


for a Warners film short. 


the 






















and the show’s queen, too! 


Because people 
























as Chas. L. Hill of Rosendale, Wisconsin, 
who, as president of the National Dairy 
Show, held in Columbus, Ohio, 
October, tells listening dairymen through- 
out the middle west about the crowds that 
have come to admire the exhibitors’ herds 


its listeners constantly hear 


early in ew é 
on their Cincinnati 


of listeners. 


..» She waited 80 years to be Queen of this 
flight. Mrs. C. W. Nash flies for the first 
time in her life as she graces the inaugu- 
ration of new American Airway’s Lines 
flight. 
sions find emotional response in thousands 
Such events (many each 


Her impres- 


month) hold WLW audiences constantly. 


» +» Meet 


NATION’S 
STATION 


-++. With a finely 

baianced program 

for ALL PEOPLE, 

from the annihila- 

tion of potato bugs 

fo the exhilaration 
of jitterbugs. 


Interest in Laurel Homes, Cincinnati’s 
seven million dollar slum clearance 
project, intensified by many contro- 
versies, reaches completion and this 
happy family were first to move in. 
Their joy registered as well to the 
ears as it does to the eyes. Human, 
simple, wholesome, such broadcasts 
9 hold a vast midwest audience, 


a Cincinnati “first family”. 


A secret of WLW’s popularity is the “human” stories 


pe ee 


are so interesting, WLW features 


people who do interesting things 


— thousands of needie minded wome:. 
listened to an expert as Mrs. E. F. 
Challen of Wood County, Ohio, sur- 
rounded by officials of the distaff 
side of the Ohio State Fair, tells 
how anyone can match her fine 
needlework if they'll put their minds 
to it and their hearts in it. People 
who do things well are always in- 
teresting to radio audiences, 
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STATION SHOWMANSHIP 


(Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas ) 








when the Ranger’s adventures are | 
aired by the L. B. Wilson station, 
which tags the programs with men- 
tions about the cartoon appearing | 
in the daily. Program is sponsored 
on WCKY by the Schulze Baking Co. 


General Idea, Specifie Offer — 
Cincinnati. 

Bill Schudt sent out the following | 
ballyhoo for the news service on his 
station: / 

Dear Mr. Advertiser: 

What do you think of this for a 
program: 

It's FIRST in CAB reports. FOR- 
TUNE, in a recent survey, ranked it 
ahead of Charlie McCarthy. A Day- 
ton, Ohio, survey ranked it FIRST | 
among all types of programs. So did 
a survey among wealthy Bostonians. 
The same results accrued in Madi- 
son, Wisconsin. In rural Iowa, it was 
again first; first, too, in a — 
among both rural and urban an- hen , 
sans—n and women. | Lecalites were invited to send in | 
: "Sp prearesn? “ NEWS BROAD- | any pertinent questions about indus- } 
CASTS! | trial, civic or cultural life in Cleve- | 

‘News on WKRC is a Cincinnati-| land. Carl D. Friebolin, referee in | 
wide favorite: authentic United | bankruptcy, acted as m.c., throwing | 
Press news, flashed on leased wires | auestions at Nat Howard of News, | 
t WKRC: broadcast from WKRC to| Paul Bellamy of Plain Dealer and | 
all Cincinnati | A. T. Burch of Press. Although none 

You can buy, as a single package, | had radio experience yy they am 
four WKRC five-minute news came through Okay as far as mike 
periods for pn sot ner age a segs i en 

re ava ‘ S$ us 
sar enna yore = additional $5 if editors faiJed to an- 
7 : pa swer. As a civic quiz-bee, it was in | 
pm - , general such a hit that it is being re- | 
—— ee peated this winter. | 

Detroit, given ar opportunity to Rite aes 
be ‘small town’ in its friendliness, For paee ili 
has outdone on in aiding less for- setae henedl ied peg ell | 
lace than 2.500 ‘Detroiters have | copied somewhat after the National 
so far responded to CKLW’s weekly | gig 7 wae wee 1s pre | pee 
dramatizations of fn Rene gwd o320 feng ee 

ases. ‘Good Ne rs’ ni | tt: -m. : ’ s- | 
offices of CKLW pth ge uae te pices of the Alabama Polytechnic | 
taking calls, seen, Sanaeee, etc., | pores nthe the U. S. Department of | 
to help indigent dwellers. | 485 . ° 

Broadcasts are taken from actuel at a thing es 

as j i ood et =~ : s 7. , : = 
er Society Rs Bn nl Waste | trol termites, and how to improve 
head of society, and CKLW’s Val on ag autasanaa of field and garden 
Clare handling. bay S. 





Civic Quiz Stunt 
Cleveland. 

Editors of three local newspapers 
collaborated in a_ super-quiz-bee 
which was the climax of the town’s | 
current Make-Cleveland-Bigger cam- 
paign. Papers have been trying to 
shake businessmen out of the reces- 
sion-willies and got support of 
| WTAM, WGAR and WHK in airing 
stunt. 














Carteon-Radie Tie-Up Family Interpelated : 
3 . inei bie Columbus. 
Cincinnati. | Ezra Martin and the Folks from 
PR Boned geen nigh Pleasant Valley, WBNS participation 
the Lone Ranger radio pro panne and | Program, makes use of the station’s 
cartoons. The paper forthe a line | mobile short-wave unit in a novel 


: : ; | way by calling on farmers in central 
with the strip to inform readers | Onin once each week. Jim Yerian 


takes the short-wave truck into the 
country every Tuesday and lines up 
a farm family willing to go on the 
air. 

Company in the station dedicates 
first half of program to the guest 
farmers, who are then cut in from 















| with ‘Harry Ford says.’ 
llowed by one of Ford’s drolleries, | 


be conducted in cooperation with 
Pennsy Motor Police. ‘which, with 


WPA instructors, is giving regular | 
driving lessons to anyone who ap-— 


lies. 
“ Student motorists will be enrolled 
by mail and furnished charts to fol- 
low the broadcast instructions, which 
will be handled by State cops. Ex- 
ams and diplomas will mark the end 
of the course that will cover all 


phases of driving, safety, highway 


and traffic problems. 





Ever-Helpful Radio 


N 


w S| S82 


EAST 


Helen J. Lang, formerly of the 
Boston Evening Transcript, and 
Frederick W. Cale, formerly of WBZ 
& WBZA, Boston and Springfield, 





Omaha. 

WAAW musical 
conducted by Harvey Twyman, plays 
a three-minute record each morning 
which listeners are tald they may 


| use: jn timing three-minute eggs. 


There’s a for two-minute 


eggers. 


gong 


Waterbury Gesture 
Waterbury, Conn. 

Consecration ceremonies of Bishop 
Matthew F. Brady at Burlington, Vt., 
were direct-lined from WCAX, Bur- 
lington, to WBRY, Waterbury. DBis- 
hop a native of Waterbury and hav- 
ing many friends through WBRY 
area. 





Talent-Store Tie-Up 
Milwaukee. 

A clever tie-up for a Sunday show 
is used during the week by Heller’s 
department store on WTMJ. Heller’s, 
who sponsor Harry Ford, Missouri 
humorist, and his Park Avenue Hill | 
Billies, place daily ads on WTMJ’s 
‘Top o’ the Morning,’ which opens 
This is fol- 


then ‘Heller’s say,’ continuing with 
the stores sales message. 

Scheme has not only the effect of 
hooking up with the Sunday show, 
but creates an attention-getting de- 
vice for daily announcements which 
customers look for. 





WSAPS Attentien-Getters 


Cincinnati. 
Bulletin board blurbs in downtown | 


Cincy is a new service for WSAI ad- 
vertisers. 
large space on the side of the Green- 
wood building and is now installing 
a neon billboard in the Dixie Ter- 
minal, street car and bus line station 
serving northern Kentucky lines. 

Titles, times and stars of current 
WSAIL commercial programs are 
flashed on the bulletins, with daily 
changes of copy. 





Ries, Community Cheres 
Cincinnati. 
Joseph Ries, WLW-WSAI educa- 


tional director, will be the principal | 
speaker at the dedication of a new | 





| their home via short-wave. 





Bible Dramas fer Kids 
St. Paul. 

Something new in children’s pro- 
grams currently being aired by 
KSTP in stanza tagged, ‘Jean and 
the Bible.’ Show is a modern child’s 
version of the Bible. interpreted by 
| her for the benefit of her kid brother, 
who admits he doesn’t like to go to 
Sunday school. 

Aimed at getting juves’ interested 
in the Bible, show has won P-T-A 
endursement and o. k.’s from Sunday 
school organizations and various 
civie groups. 





Dairy Show Gag Contest 
Columbus. 

Johnny Neblett, WBNS sports an- 
nouncer, and Joe Ferte, creator of 
the station’s rural character, Ezra 
Martin, will engage in a milking 
contest as a part of the National 
Dairy Show at the Ohio State Fair- 
grounds. 

Prize is a gold-plated milking pail, 
valued at $1. 





SALT LAKE CITY 
Representative: 
John Blair & Co. 


‘Driving School of Air’ 
Svracuse. 
Plans being made by WFIL for 
‘Driving School of Air.’ Show will 























school in Lynchburg, O., Thursday 
He will discuss the possibilities | 


(27). 
of science as a career for young per- 


sons. 
Ries is publicity chairman for the 
| Ohio convention of Kiwanis clubs, 


being held here this week. Last week 
he concluded a chore as head 
of the public relations division 





of the committee in charge of Cincy’s 
sesqui celebration by auctioning off a 


Fountain Square for a fortnight. 
Stunt was aired by WSAI. 





Homecoming Whoop-de-do 
Milwaukee. 

WTMJ is set to broadcast the 
homecoming rally from the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin campus Friday 
night (28) with spertcaster Russ 
Winnie as m.c. 

Staged against a background of 
music by the Badgers’ band, pro- 
gram will bring a number of celebri- 
ties to the mike, including Clarence 
Dykstra, pres. of the U of W; Harry 
Stuhldreher,, Badgers’ coach; and Boe 
McMillan, coach of the Indiana grid 
team, which meets Wisconsin in the 
Badger home-coming game on the 
following day. 

This game will be broadcast over 
WTMJ by Russ Winnie direct-from- 
field. He handles all Wisconsin 








AL 
DONAHUE 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


“RAINBOW 
ROOM 


RADIO CITY 





<reae Z2mmanmaeanzoon 


NBC—Vocalion Records THIRD YEAR 


MANAGEMENT 


ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE 





| soring. 
“ salad 
WSB and WAGA 
hooked up with WRC and WSGN, 
other Alabama 





der, of Tech, members of Atlanta 
| Journal’s sports staff, headed list of 
notables heard on this end. 


Good-Night Pravers 
Cleveland. 

Approximately 260 clergymen of 
| various faiths are taking to WGAR’s 
mikes at the rate of one every night 
, to put the station to bed. 
| Arguing that country needs more 
| prayers in these days of warscares, 
Manager John Patt got okay -of 
| Catholic, Protestant and Jewish re- 
| ligious leaders to use a five-minute 

iction as a nightly signoff. 
| Studio closes at 1 a.m.. so to make it 
| more convenient, clergymen are 
| making prayer transcriptions a week 
, ahead of time. Wayne Mack, who 
| signs off WGAR. credits each clersy- 
|man and his church before airing 











‘each transcription. 


clock program | 


; number 
| NBC-operated outlet to the red net 
ito a 


Station started off with a | 


ballyhos log cabin that had been on 


games, with Whadhams Oil spon-| 


Mass., have moved to WLAW, Law- 
rence, Mass., to produe ‘Helen Lang 
—Your Home Counselor’ program. 


Helen Hughes doing a fashion and 


hair-do stint on WCOP, Boston, 
daily ayem. 
Curran & Joyce Co., Lawrence, 


Mass., have renewed the ‘Auditions 
of the Air’ shows on WLAW. Retains 
Stanley Schultz as the guy who 
criticizes the talent extemporaneous. 


Background Hix: 


————> 


z2ze WN 


Be. 8. 838 2.338 2-82-83 @ 2 


| cently 





Carl Dozer, veteran announcer at | 


WCAE, Pittsburgh, 
spielers’ staff to 
sales department, 

Grenfell Rand, WOKO staffer, ac- 
companied Governor Lehman’s cam- 
paign party as far as Buffalo last 
week to announce for the Empire 
State Network. 

Heavy political commitments 
KYW, Philadelphia, 
of shows 


has 
join 


quit 
the station’s 


by 
have cut the 
pumped by the 


low. 
now 


record 
are 


Only three pro- 


grams being web-wired. 


| They are ‘Campus Capers,’ Saturday 


afternoon pre-football show; house 
band program, and Society of An- 


| cient Instruments weekly concert on 


Sunday mornings. KYW has pumped 
as high as 20 shows a week to the 
network. 

Gil Babbitt, of the WPEN, Philly 
staff, was named news editor at the 


| station this week by Arthur Simon, 


g.m. Outlet has just installed a full 
INS wire, giving it its first news 
serv.ce. In addition to three regular 
news periods in English each day, 
bulletins will be presented by Stan 
Moderski in Polish, Louis Gross in 
Yiddish, and Ralph Borelli in Italian. 

Freda Lazier, on WWSW and 
| WCAE, Pittsburgh for several years, 
| has joined Nelson Maples’ orch as 
vocalist. 

Mill Spooner, Philly organist, back 
at WPIL. 
| Doe Sehneider’s Texans South for 
| the winter. Airing daily on WFBC, 
| Greenville, S. C., for Coca-Cola and 
Saturday night under auspices of lo- 
cal Kiwanis club. 


WEST 


| William Ryan, sales manager for 
|KPO and KGO, San _ Francisco, 
| played host to his staff at a farewell 





} party for Henry Maas, NBC sales | 
traffic manager, and his wife, who | 


leave this week for Hollywood. 

Marie Houlihan now chief CBS 

| praiser in San Francisco. 
Bob Andersen, former newscaster 
| for the San Francisco Call-Bulletin, 
|}and Bob Ackerley, 
KOMO-KJR, Seattle, added to the 
news staff at KGO and KPO. 

Bill Brokaw, at KYA, San Fran- 
cisco, to handle nightly stint of re- 
corded music and chatter. Formerly 
with KROW, Oakland. . 

Bob Burns and Chester Lauck and 
Norris Goff (Lum and Abner) in 
San Francisco over the week-end for 
the University of Arkansas-Santa 
Clara gridiron grapple. 

Rudy Vallee will air his weekly 
variety show over the NBC-red web 
from the Community Playhouse in 
San Francisco, Nov. 17. Vallee and 
his Connecticut Yankees will be ap- 
| pearing at the Auto Show that week. 
| Will Aubrey, ex-vaude player, 
, baek on the NBC staff in San Fran- 
| cisco with his ‘Bard of the Byways’ 
song and gab act. P 

Art Kirkham rated quite a cele- 





formerly of 


the | 








bration at KOIN, Portland, Ore., 
ever his sixth anniversary of an aft- 
ernoon program called ‘This ’n’ 
That.’ 


Federal Housing Administration's 
Famous Homes of Famous Ameri- 
cans’ starting over KIRO, Seattle. 


SOUTH 


WSJS, Winston-Salem, N. C., re- 
held open house, invited in 
the public for an inspection tour. 

WSOC, Charlotte, N. C., received 
several contracts this year for broad- 
casts direct from the grounds of the 
Carolinas Agricultural Fair. 

WBT, Charlotte, N. C., last week 
picked up and broadcast an organ 
program frdm a Charlotte church 
when Pietro Yon, famous Italian or- 
ganist and composer played while 
on a visit there. 

Charles B. Driscoll, 
O. O. McIntyre with the column, 
‘New York Day by Day,’ was in 
North Carolina the other day and 
was aired over WBT, Charlotte, N. 
N. C., in a 15-minute interview. 

Royal E. Penny, sales manager for 
WBT. Charlotte, N. C.. and south- 
ern representative for Radio Sales, 
has entered a hospital for treatment 
and a possible operation. 

Douglas Edwards, WSB, Atlanta, 
spieler has quit to join announcing 
staff of WXYZ, Detroit. Joe King, 
formerly of WAPI and WBRC, 
Birmingham, replaces Edwards. 

Parks Johnson, of Parks Johnson- 
Wally Butterworth Vox Pop team, 
pianed to Houston this week for a 
brief visit. He was accompanied by 
his wife. They will return Saturday 
in time for Johnson to go on regular 
Vox Pop show that night. 

Bob Tonge is new sportscaster for 
KTSA, San Antonio. Was formerly 
on West Coast. 

Hilda Steinweiss, secy. for KMAC, 
San Antonio, back from California. 

Perry Dickey, gabber for KAEC, 
San Antonio, recently took over a 
sports gallop, and station biggies de- 
manded he change his name to 
something more he-mannish. He’s 
Dick Perry now. 

Radio Station WSGN in Birming- 
ham now has an iron lung named for 
it. The station raised the money for 
its purchase and got enough over to 
establish a fund for its maintenance, 
also for maintenance for a second 
iron lung, funds for which were 
raised by the Order of Elks. 

Two iron lungs are in the custody 
of the Crippled Children’s Clinic. 


successor to 





























3 FUN FOR HOUSEWIVES... 


If you want to know what your wife does 
between 10:30 and 11 each morning, she’s 
probably listening to ED EAST’S “HOUSE 
PARTY” on WHN...a sales-producing showmanship program 
by Ed East of “Sisters of the Skillet” fame, replete with popular 
recordings, swingy piano-playing, chatter, give-aways, and so 
on...Wire or call us NOW about a participating sponsorship. 


WHIN 


DIAL 1010 


NATIONAL SAL'S REPRESENT AtevES 
COWARD PETRY ACO. WC | 
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Washington Whimsy 


Editor, VARIETY: 


—— 


Washington, Oct. 29. 


In this town they (a few of them!) are saying that Rudyard Kipling’s 
‘Road Song of the Bandar-Log’ is a pretty apt description of what Chair- | 


man MeNinch’'s Goldfish Bowl (remember!) has turned into. | 


| 


Second and third verses, and the last two lines of the last verse are 


the best. 


Rest is pretty high-brow. Ill leave it up to you—whether you 


want to go printing poetry in VARIETy. I'm not quite sure what the! 

Bandar-Log was, but I think it was large groups of monkeys in India, | 

whose tails curled differently from other monkeys. 
Except from ‘Road Song of the Bandar-Log’ by Rudyard Kipling: 


Here we sit in a branchy row, 
Thinking of beautiful things we know; 
Dreaming of deeds that we mean to do, 
All complete, in a minute or two— 


Something noble and grand and good, 
Won by merely wishing we could. 


Then join our leaping lines that scumfish through the pines, 
That rocket by where, light and high, the wild-grape swings. 
By the rubbish in our wake, and the noble noise we make, 


Be sure, be sure, we’re going to do some splendid things! 





Whether you print this or not I shall remain— 


A Washington Subscriber. | 





Draws Attention of Labor, Politicians 





Portland, Ore., Nov. 1. 
Use of radio to help solve (i. e. 
end) the problems of labor picket- 


ing is being tested by Mac Wilkins | 


& Cole agency. Many speakers and 
several minor musical programs are 
being employed to sell November 
voters on a state bill to regulate 
union picketing and boycotting. 

Due to the anti and pro-labor con- 
troversial nature of issue, the 
agency tried to sidestep account. 
Program is backed by influential 
citizens, strongly aroused over 
picket privileges. 

Social labor and political observ- 
ers in the northwest and outside 
will analyze the campaign (in the 
light of the final results) with great 
attention, it is indicated. 





Les Gettlieb, Mutual's _ publicity 
chief, made his annual Cincy visit 
Wednesday (26). 


— 


+ 








RUTHERFORD AFTERMATH | 


Girls Passing Petitions on Street} 
Have Two Men Arrested 








Akron, Nov. 1. 

Recent suspension of Judge J. F. 
Rutherford’s program on WADC had | 
repercussions in court here when! 
Charles Nigh, 24, and Thomas Lees, 
23, were arrested on disorderly con- | 
duct charges by four girls. Girls | 
were circulating petitions addressed | 
to the Federal Communications Com- | 
mission protesting WADC’s action in | 
cutting the Rutherford program off | 
the air. 

They charge the two men with 
assault and suspicion, claiming one | 
of them struck the girls and the 
other used abusive language. Men 
asked for a jury trial. No date has | 
been set for the hearing. 


FCC’S DECISIONS SOMETIMES BASED ON 








So Declares Bar Ass’n, Which Recommends That require Commish attorneys to take 
Practice Be Stopped—Also Would Curb Author- 


ity of Examiners 


Washington, Nov. 1. 
Abolition of sub rosa reports on 
applications and unveiling of con- 


| fidential advisory opinions or com- 


menis on evidence have been de- 
manded by radio lawyers who have 
been growing increasingly fearful 
about the trend of the Federal Com- 


munications Commission in consid- | 
| ering matter not part of the formal 
| record. 


Backing most of the proposed 


| changes, the Federal Communications 


Anti-Picket Campaign Over Radio a 


Bar Association last week urged the 


Commish in new rules of procedure | 


to require all documents pertaining 
to an application to be included in 
the official transcription and hiswry, 
except matters likely to involve na- 
tional security or for which there is 
some 
secrecy. 


precluded from recommending final 
disposition of cases unless specifically 
directed to advance opinions. 


For the most part, the Executive 


| Committee backed up its committee 
| On practice and procedure, which 


had urged numerous clarifying re- 


other legitimate reason for | 
Also suggested that hence- | 
forth, examiners and committees be | 


ment attorneys from going into pri- 
vate practice looks certain. 
In the first outspoken complaint 


about the FCC hearing procedure, | 


ithe Bar Association urged a rule | 


stipulating that when testimony is 
taken before an individual or less 
than a quorum of the Commission a 
detailed transcript must be taken, 
supplemented by a report summariz- 


ings and action on motions, and ‘con- 
clusions of fact and law without 
recommendation as to the ultimate 
| disposition of the case unless other- 
wise directed by the Commission in 
| its order of reference.’ 

A lengthy explanation of reasons 


for this recommendation was a bit- 
ter comment on the present routine. 
Reflected controversy within the 


profession, although majority agreed 
to recommend the Commish cease 
having examiners recommend final 
action and felt the secret papers 
should be made public. 
viewing the practice of receiving 
confidential reports, opinions and 
memoranda from engineers, lawyers 
and accountants, the lawyers said: 


‘That any such procedure is pat- 


ing the evidence, statement of rul-| 


part in oral arguments whenever 
their views conflict with the findings 
of the examiners. Without making 
any definite recommendation, the 
Bar Association said it would be 
helpful in certain situations, such as 
in transfer cases where there is no 
conflict between parties, to follow 
this course, 
Re-Hearings 

Clarification of the rules dealing 
with petitions for rehearing was one 
of the points stressed in the Associ- 
ation’s report. Because of wuncer- 
tainty about what relief may be re- 
quested and lack of precision in de- 
fining petitions, the practitioners 
proposed an entirely new rule which 
would allow any injured party to ask 
(1) reopening of proceedings to pre- 
sent more evidence, (2) reargument, 


| Or (3) reconsideration of the deci- 
| sion, Attorneys would have to state 


definitely the nature of relief desired 
and give detailed reasons. 


The other changes desired by the 
lawyers chiefly relate to standardiza- 
tion of Commish procedure, primar- 
ily with a view to conforming to cus- 
tom in Federal courts. Some altera- 


| tions are advecated in the rules de- 


After re-| 


| 


scribing documents—such as _ that 
outlining form of financial reports— 
and in those fixing time limits. Ob- 
jection made to the idea of allowing 


| an examiner to hold the record open 


visions in the proposals of the Com-/ ently improper is demonstrated by | 


mission’s own rules committee. Few 
new ideas were suggested by the gov- 


|ernors of the F.C.B.A. aside from a 
completely different provision re- | 


garding hearings and building of the 
record upon which final decisions are 
based, 

Lawyers’ Self-Reg 


The barristers renewed prior rec- | 


ommendations that the two-year rule 


| the case of Morgan vs. Wallace (de- 
| cided last year by the U. S. Supreme 
| Court). It is essential to the orderly 
| conduct of the Commission’s business 
| that each examiner’s report should 

refiect the views and opinions of the 
| various departments within the 
| Commission when such report is re- 
leased to the public and to the 
| parties, Otherwise 





there can be! 


and require presentation of addi- 
tienal evidence without the approval 
of the full Commish. 





WHOM, N. ¥., Builds Tower 


WHOM, N. Y., started construction 
on a new directional radiator last 
| week. New tower is to be 387 feet 
high and is expected to be completed 
| by the middle of this month. 
| It’s located at the foot of Wash- 


be scrapped and enforcement of ethi- | neither fair treatment of the parties, | ington, St., Jersey City, N. J. 


cal standards be turned over to their 
own professional group. Little 
chance the latter request will be 
granted, but modification of the reg- 


satisfactory exceptions to the exami- 
| ner’s report, or satisfactory oral ar- 
| guments before the Commission.’ 





Joe Pierson, former WHAS .an- 
| nouneer, joined staff of WFBM, In- 


| Another innovation along the same | dianapolis, replacing Douglas Way, 


‘ulation which discourages govern-' line, suggested by the lawyers, would! now in Chicago. 
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Te eeieniiati's most popular daytime hour show is, of course, 











WKRC ORIGINATED! 


WKRC's Dawn Patrol is now sponsored by two “blue 
chip” local advertisers: the Cincinnati Chrysler and Ply- 
mouth dealers, and The Rubel Baking Company. Each 
has it for s7x half-hours a week (Monday through Saturday). 


In its second year, the Dawn Patrol continues to make 


radio history in Cincinnati. It has pulled response 


from over 125,000 morning listeners in the past eighteen 
months. When pilot Al Bland threatened to smash a 
worn recording of “Sugar Blues’ 15,000 excited listeners 
protested. That's how important the daily 7:30 to 8:30 


A. M. Dawn Patrol is to the Cincinnati audience. 


Dawn Patrol is another of the many WKRC origina- 


tions that are doing such an outstanding job in Cincirinati. 


W KRC x coumans STATION FOR CINCINNATI 


55Q Kilocycles. Owned and operated by COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM. Represented by RADIO SALES: New York, Chicago, 


Detroit, Milwaukee, Charlotte, N. C., San Francisco, Los Angeles 
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‘Command Performance Denied BBC; 


Watt Books Most of Acts Anyho 


~. London, Oct. 21. 

Last laugh is with John Watt over 
the Command Variety Show broad- 
cast ban after all. Watt waited till 
the full list of 
selected for the program was known, 
then pronto booked as many as he 
could get for a star vaude bill to go 
over the BBC’s air the Saturday nite 
ahead of the show. 

Radio bill that nite (Nov. 5) will 
therefore include Evelyn Laye, Les- 
lie Holmes and Leslie Sarony, Mur- 
ray and Moony, Renee Houston and 
Donald Stewart, and Elsie and Doris 
Waters, probably others. 

Watt’s comment was that, as BBC 
could not broadcast the perform- 
ance, they thought they might give 
listeners a chance of hearing artists 
who would be in it. 












| 





Over Broadway” 


COUNT 
BERNIVICI 


UNIT with 


California Ingenues 
“Shlepperman” 


Company of 38 


] 


ill 


~ 





Lyric, Indianapolis 
Week Nov. 4 


Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


RKO Bidg., Radio City, New York 


off 
ll 


sl} 
acl 


artists and turns | 


Foort on Normandy 


London, Oct. 24. 
Reginald Foort leaves BBC where 
_he has topped fan mail figures for 
| last two years, to tour British halls 
' with a portable $50,000 American- 








Dominican Republic 


Havana, Oct. 28. 


Dominican Republic 


Ratifies Radio Pact 


ratified the 


North American Regional Agree- 
ment approved by the Radio Con- 
ference of December, 1937, Cuban 


Government notified by the Domini- 


can Ambassador this week. 
Four nations have already 
the agreement—Cuba, Haiti, 


ratified 
United 


States and Dominican Republic. 
Other two, Canada and Mexico, are 
expected to take action before the 


end of the year. 


(BCS AD REP 





of nercial:s 
IN LONDON Chocolates. 


| Toronto, Nov. 1 
| Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has 


designated International 
ing, Ltd., 
sales 


agent. It marks 


Broadcast- 
of London as its European 
the recog- 


‘nition by the semi-commeftcial gov- 


|}ernment-controlled Canadian 


of the anti-advertising 
| broadcasting. Head of 


type 


net- 
work of an advertising or ganization | 
| operating in London, chief exponent | 


of 


Canadian | 


| web is Gladstone Murray, former of- 


| ficial of BEC. 


IBC which is the English language | 


program agency .for Radio Normandy 


} 

| in France will 
| office in. Canada. 
| Montreal. 


probably 


open an and yeas England reviving 
Either Toronto or | | dio ac 





| 





























Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


——— 
— 


built pipe organ. An International 
Broadcasting Co, recording unit will 
| travel with Foort and half hour 
transcriptions taken in each theatre 
he plays will be exclusively aired 
from Radio Normandy at peak listen- 
ing time, 3:30 p.m. Sunday. 

Programs are sponsored by 
leans, Ltd., makers of 
Peroxide Toothpaste and Maclean 
Brand Stomach Powder, and con- 
tracts were placed with IBC by the 
Radio Department of &. H. Benson & 
Co., Ltd. 


Mae- 
Macleans 





London Caitng 





Ross and Bennett in first broad- 
cast for BBC on Empire program, 





Billy 
| band 
Fox, 


Bissett, 
of former 
Ray Noble, 


with augmented 
members of Roy 
doing new series 
commercials for Nestles Milk 


‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Edward 


‘Charles Carpenter's play, to be 
televised by BBC Oct. 31. 
Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl getting four 


televisions in a row. 

Ray Ventura to do series of broad- 
casts for BBC fed in from Post Pa- 
risien. Starting third weck in De- 
cember., 





Leslie Banks’ first appearance in 
television in the name part of 
‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ from Alex- | 
| andra Palace studios Oct. 30. Con-| 
| stance Cummings will play Roxane. 





Claude Hulbert, Bobby Comber | 
their ra- |} 

‘The Three Chaps,’ which | 

they ‘dropped. in 1933. 


See Transcription Tariff Hurting 
Small, Not Large, Advertisers 





application of recently 


by the Canadian Association 





a imemmmeiaent 
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LISTEN TO 


DORIS RHODES 


5:30 PM. MON. poor P.M., TUES. 
3:30 P.M., THURS.—6:45 P.M., FRI. 


Mgt Cubana Artists Bureau 


dian customs 
| 

















Montreal, Nov. 1. 
Considerable uncertainty and con- 
fusion prevails in Canadian broad- 
casting and agency circles regarding 
increased 
customs duties on American tran- | 
| scriptions. Recent appeal to stations 


,tions stand to 
revenue, 

An advertiser wishing to have a 
program recorded in Canada has to | 


lose considerable 


spend at least $100 for a 15-minute | 
episode and at that cannot get first | 
‘rate talent. And while there is some | 


of | talent in Canada it has never been | 


Broadcasters to give the new tariff Properly developed for the most part. 
a trial has failed to allay fears, sta- | 
tions facing loss of revenue through | 
‘withdrawal of transcription sponsors. | 

New high duty imposed by Cana- 
on American tran- | 
scriptions will not help Canadian | 
recording work while decreasing 
| use of small advertising campaigns | ‘98S must necessarily be of second- 
‘with result that Canadian radio sta- 


'In addition to lack of talent a fur- | 
| ther drawback is that production of | 
air shows is still in the elementary 
| stages here. 

Owing to scarcity of performers 
‘and lack of skilled production 
'methods Canadian program record- | 


ary quality. But, in addition to lack | 
of quality the major drawback to! 





platter work in Canada is that most 








NBC-WLW sVictor Blue 













PER*ONAL MANASCEMENT 


GALE, INC. 


Bird Records WOR-Mutual 


DEAN HUDSON 


AND THE 


Florida Clubmen 


CURRENTLY 


LOWRY HOTEL 
ST. PAUL, MINN. 


Broadcasting Via WCCO 


Just Completed 4 Successful Weeks 


Beverly Hills Country Club 
Per. Mgt. GUS C. EDWARDS 
First Nat'l Bank Bldg., Chicago, Tl. 


HANK LINDER, Tour Mer. 


48 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK 


Canadian advertisers do not use! 
large radio campaigns and there are 
only a limited number of firms using 
either custom built or syndicate 
' transcriptions on more than 10 sta- 
| tions. 

| Since a great majority of the users 
_of American syndicate transcriptions 
| were firms who only use small cam- 
| paigns running anywhere from one 
| to five stations, the fact that the duty 
/on American syndicate transcriptions 
| is now considerably higher will 
probably result in greater use of 
_library service programs and spot 
_ announcemnts. 

| Hook-Ups Absorb 
| -According to M. Maxwell, of 
‘Associated Broadcasting here, the | 
basis of customs valuation on Ameri- 
can platters will not prove very 
harmful to advertisers using cam- 
paigns of 20 or 30 stations and re- 
| quiring a large number of duplicates. 


,new director-general, F. W. Ogilvie, 


Ogilvie’s Say-Nothing Masterpiece 


Slightly Relaxed Sunday Rule on Dance Music— 
Churchmen See Moral Decay 








London, Oct. 24. 
Americans would probably have 
gaped at restraint used by BBC’s 


be said he was not talking from 
choice but because he had been 
pressed to, possibly out of curiosity 


to hear what sort of man this w as, 


when he did an introductory talk | 


Only one hint given of policy 
at the mike last week. He began| Bonds off Sunday programs suf. 
by disclaiming any right to use ficiently to permit short sessions to 
the air in a personal way any time straight dance melody. For ultra- 
he had a yen that way, and went on ; 


conservative Britons that’s 


50 —) 
for five minutes talking platitudes| thing of a departure, and Pate 
without giving a least hint of what/has provoked violent protest from 
policy he might follow as successor religious bodies, Lord’s Day Ob- 
to Sir John Reith. 'servance Society alleging BBC has 

Dished out all-round praise to started down the slippery slope. 
Corp. personnel and including such : 





set pieces as: ‘Would you not agree 
the BBC would fail in its purpose | 
if it did not continue to aim at do- 
ing all it properly could to meet 
the varied needs of people at home, 
and to contribute internationally 
to mutual understanding, and so to | 
the peace of the world?’ Freedom 
of the air, he also suggested, was 
something infinitely precious—and | 
somcthing for him to pon- | 
der himself when the Government | 
tries to lay down the law. Also em- | 
phasized that British radio was not | 
a machine, but ‘people working for | 
people.’ 


To Osgilvie’s 








4h, at") 7.) 
that'll be 


advantage it must 





, with 
| series will go on indefinitely. 


| which Imperial Tobacco sponsored 





But the number of advertisers in this | 
cless is strictly limited. The great} 
majority of advertisers use small 
campaigns of one to five stations, 
usually importing a series of tran-' 
| Seriptions with about two sets of du- 
| plicates. And these advertisers will 
be seriously affected under the new 
ruling. 
Instead of paying duty on $8 (two 
double-faced discs at $4) which was 
the former valuation, small adver- | 
tisers will now have to pay duty on 
the rights plus the cost of dupli- | 
-cates which in most cases will total | 
from $40 to $60. Duty would be, 
{more than 500% higher than pre-| 
viously and will probably make the | 
cost of syndicate transcriptions too 
expensive for small advertisers. 
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Montreal, Nov. 

Imperial Tobacco Co. is tah 
‘Light Up and Listen Club’ U, S. 
transcription series with list of sta- | 
tions across Canada upon expira- 
tion of current contracts. Produced 
by Vic George (All-Canada) series 
was recorded in New York at the 





BABS: CHARLIE--LITTLE °° 


TUMS VOCAL VARIETIES 


WLW ane NBC Red 
Tues-Thurs., 7:15 P.M. EST 


NBC studios with selected radio AVALON CIGARET TES 
entertainers. 

' Originally 50 shows were pro- seu Sena eae 
duced. In September the tobacco aveny orien WEEK 
sponsor made another 50 platters, 





reports currently that the. 











Strength of this American tran- 
scription series may result in com- | 
plete abandonment of pretentious 
live shows such as ‘Canada 1938’ 


last year, with Ken Sisson batoning. 
Locally ‘Light Up and _ Listen’ 
series has been booked over CFCF, 





Howard Marshall, BBC commenta- 
tor, giving a six talk visio plug from 
Nov. 9. 


THE O'NEILLS’ 


=3) JANE 














WEST 
| NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 

| FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 

|| LAUGHTER ars ” PIEART-THRORS 
| 

| 

| 

| 





LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 
IN CBS - WAEC— 2:15to 2:30P.M. EST 
es «¢ 


, COAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT.. ED WOLF—RKO BLOG. NEW YORK CITY 


HARRY SOSNIK... 


»». MUSICAL DIRECTOR. 


CHARLES BOYER—WOODBURY PLAYHOUSE 


(ORIGINAL SCORE) 


Sundays—9 P.M. EST-N BC 
JOE E. BROWN—POST TOASTIES 
Saturdays—7:30 P.M. EST — CBS 


MANAGEMENT MCA 
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FRENCH CLOSEUP ON U.S. A. 





BBC Slammed—on BBC 


London, Oct. 24. 

How BBC is a mix up of contrasts was indicated in program titled 
‘Men Talking’ recently. Item was outside normal seope of series, 
set talkers being replaced by three unknowns, brought to the mike 
as cross section of public opinion to express views on the recent in- 
iernational crisis, and notable point was freedom with which each 
criticized certain sides of the Government’s policy. 

One said he would not have fought unless he was conscripted, 
because he had no illusions about what a grateful democracy would 
do for its over-40s if and when they came home from war. Another, 
a doctor’s wife, said her husband was resolved in the event of a dis- 
honorable peace, to take up an offer he had received from U. S.— 
which he had done. Third spoke glibly of present regime developing 
along totalitarian lines. 

Criticisms were pretty broad at that for an institution which is now 
under clese Government domination, and indicate some section of 
corp’s program department got irksome at rigid pro-Government lines 
BBC is obliged to follow. 


lets in the Paris area will do their 

( k N § () in 5 ii j P reporting to the Minister of Posts, 

Telegraph and Telephone, while the | 

| prefects in provinces aside of Paris 

PERMANENT j are authorized and empowered with 
IN FRANCE? 


authority to check the news broad- 
Paris, Oct. 24. 

















casts of local stations. 
Government originally started its 
tampering with news broadcasts six | 
months ago when it limited (for 
newspaper amity) such programs to} 
three seven-minute airings a day. 
But the censorship angle wasn’t evi-/ 
dent until the recent European crisis. 
| When the tension came to a climax |} 
Strict censorship on all news) the French government appointed a} 
broadcasts has been imposed on all beng seegghhcgy Ran gees agen 
: . oe with authority to check, verify an 
French stations. By official decree bluepencil all news broadcasts. Rea- 
both privately owned and govern-| son advanced at the time that some- 
ment outlets must submit their news| thing drastic had to be done to pre- 
material whenever required to @/ vent alarmist news from being cir- 
cabinet officer for bluepenciling. Be-| culated. 
fore this move France rated as the 
only Continental power where the 
administration exercised no author- Program checking bureau has been 
ity over the political and economic! established in Chicagc by Herbert 
news aired by its stations. | Zagor under the name of the Uni- 
Under the new law the five out-' versal Listening Service. 








‘visits to America’ 
j} made in the United States by Jac-| 


SPECIALLY MADE 


French Government Gave 


bia Broadcasting System | 


Tossed in Production | 
Facilittes on the Cuff 


OTHER IDEAS 





Starting sometime during the first 
week of November the French gov- 
, ernment stations will broadcast, once 
a week for 30 weeks, a series of | 
transcriptions | 


ques Friedland of Radiophonetique | 
| Universelle and Didier Van Ackere. 
Latter is Paris representative of the | 
| Columbia Broadcasting System but 


| has been cn leave in America since | 


| July making the series. 
Cooperation of the production de- 


partment of CBS made possible the | 


| series which had an otherwise inad- 
equate budget from the French gov- 
i ernment for this initial venture in | 
overseas programming from America 
into France (reverse direction broad- 
casts are not uncommon). 
French Viewpeint 

Programs in the following order of 
release cover American life from all | 
sorts of angles but primarily from 
the visiting Fienchmen’s point of in- 
terest. Many of them have been 
produced with professional 
and all of them have authentic sound 

(Continued on page 44) 





RADIO PROGRAMS 


Small Subsidy and Colum- | 


actors | Flphicke, 
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REFINANCE CMCF-COCH 


Races asas ENGLISH TO 
rin" SAMPLE YANK 
JAM SESH 








A new corporation, with a re- | 
ported capital of $100,000 has been | 
organized here to take over the 
'management of stations CMCF- | 

OCH, beginning Nov. 1. Main 
stockholder is Francisco Fernandez, 
| v.p. of General Electric of Cuba and 
{main stockholder in the former or- 
| ganization of stations CMCF-COCH. 

Other two capitalists are Jose 1. 


London, Oct. 24. 


Nov. 5 will be a whoopee night 
for England jitterbugs. when BBC 
| Rivero, editor of Diaric de la Ma- aa beet sergeant ga y= 
rina, and Oscar Zayas, editor of York for the benefit of listeners this 
Avance and earings behind the side. Felix Greene, BBC represen- 
| local film producing company, Cia. tative in New York, called in Joe 
| Cubana de Peliculas S. A. Marsala of Hickory House and Co- 

According to tentative plans, four ']umbia to help him date up a list 
dailies, belonging to the syndicate, for swing kings. All for cash. 
Diario de la Marina, Avance, Alerta Line up includes Fats Waller, 
|}and Informacion, will plug the sta- | Mezz Mezzrow, ‘Hot Lips’ Page, Bob 
|tion that will start working im- | Hackett bringing Eddie Condon, Pee 
| wediately on a new transmitter and | Wee Russell and Dave Condon; Bud 
|new studios. Francisco Rubio, for- Freeman, Dave Tough and Teddy 
|merly of Vals Advertising Studios, | Wilson, from Benny Goodman's out- 
has been appointed genera. manager. fit; Art Shapiro, Joe Bushkin from 
Bunny Berigan’s band; Carmen 
Meastren, courtesy of Tommy Dor- 
In Canada \sey; George Wettling from Red 

|Norvo’s combination, and Sidney 
'Bechet from Noble Sissle’s. Benny 
Rey Hunter, Vancouver, placing | Goodman and Tommy Dorsey are 
| radio team on western Canada sta- | likewise expected to make the grade 
tions for spot broadcasts of Genetic! and it is hoped they will join tne 


| Bread being pushed by Wheat Pro- | fun. — 
motion Bureau, Inc. | Allistair Cooke will emcee the ses- 
sion, 














M. V. Chesnut, manager, and Bill 
Speers, production manager, back 
|to CKCK, Regina, after meeting of | 
Taylor, Pearson, Carson execs. a] 
| Lethbridge, Alta., last week. t| Hockey broadcast by Imperial Oil 
|meet were Gerry Gaetz and Bob has been signed for station CFCF 
| Busse, CJOC,° Lethbridge; F. H. | starting this month, once weekly. 
Norm Botterill, CJCA, | New Canada Dry program, ‘In- 
| Edmonton; Gordon Henry, Pat Free-| formation Please,’ also booked over 
iman, CFAC, Calgary. Routine biz.'CFCF starting Nov. 15. 


Imperial Oil’s Hockey 


Montreal, Nov. 1. 




















eRe 
“London Sunday Dispatch” 


By The 


——— 


Marquess 
of 
onegall 














THEY EVEN LAUGH 


Once in a while the venerable Embassy 
Club, which hhas seen its rivals come and 
go since Albert De Courville had it as 
the 400 Club ’way back in the teens, has 
done one of its periodic breaks with tra- 
dition. The tradition is never to have a 
cabaret, and I do not think there have 
beew more than four exceptions in its 20 
vears of existence . . . 


This time it is Benny Ross and Maxine 





Stone. Personally, I should hate to do 


an act at the Embassy. 
most sophisticated, 


It is probably the 
blase, and critical 
audience in the world. However, Maxine 
as the bored blonde who eventually gets 
so bored that she goes to sleep on the 
dance floor makes the members rock till | 
you can nearly hear diamonds and emer- 


alds rattling all over the room. 








_— —~ 








“THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF KENT PAID A SPECIAL 
VISIT TO SEE THEM.” 


“IN MUSICAL 


SONAL SUCCESS OF THE PAST WEEK HAS BEEN THAT 
OF BENNY ROSS AND MAXINE STONE IN THE EXCEL- 
LENT NEW REVUE, ‘IT’S IN THE BAG,’ AT THE SAVILLE.” 


ENGLAND 


GEORGE and 
HARRY FOSTER 


—LONDON DAILY SKETCH 


ENTERTAINMENT, THE BICCEST PER- 


—ARCHIE DE BEAR 


AMERICA 
NICHOLAS AGNETA 





CHARLES ALLEN | 
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Inter-Station Contest 


Sponsored by Brewery 


Washington, Nov. 1. 
Fall expansion plans of WRC- 
WMAL, include eight new programs 
—four of which already have found 
sponsors—and an undetermined num- 
ber of new broadcasts which are 
currently being readied for trial. 





Quiz contest between WMAL and 
WFBR, Baltimore, was started last | 
week, with Gunther Brewing Co. act- | 
ing as sponsor. Half-hour weekly | 
program is called ‘Quiz of Two} 
Cities.’ Newest commercial, ‘Calling | 
all Stars,’ made its debut Monday 
(31) over WMAL, with six 15- minute | 
periods a week. Prepared by WMAL | 
announcer, Bill Crago, in the form of 
success stories of the show world 
and angeled by P. J. Nee Company, 
Washington furniture store. 

Musical program, ‘Mayor of Mel- | 
ody,’ is heard on WRC twice weekly, | 
with Mark Green Officiating and | 
Home Laundry paying the bill, Local 
hero-of-the-week program, spon-| 
sored by Charles Schwartz & Sons, | 
jewellers, is presented Fridays over | 
same station with a medal given to | 
local individuals figuring in some act 
of heroism. | 





In addition to the four new spon- 
sored programs, a twice-a-week style 
talk, ‘Along Style Street,’ will be) 
taken over by a group of local de- | 
partment stores. 

NEC studios also have inaugurated 
a new Tues“ay night series for the 
chain’s sou.east network, featuring 
the staff orchestra directed by 
Rudolph Schramm, Bryson Rash a3 
emcee, and Merry Eilers, Sid Cowen 
and Jack Schafer warbling. 

‘Tarheel Tattler,’ Southern char- 
acter program concocted by Lee Ev- 
erett, WMAL announcer, goes on 
Thursdays, and ‘Incidentally,’ a 
musical program will be heard twice 
a week over WMAL and WRC. 


ALL BBC BRANCHES 
BEING EXPANDED 


London, Oct. 25. 

Big extensions are being effected 
by BBC, not only at Broadcasting 
House, but also over its network 
throughout the U. K. New studio} 
facilities are being provided in sev- 
eral key cities, among them Glas- | 
gow, Belfast and Aberdeen. 

Glasgow centre, due ready next 
month, will have 10 studios, includ- 
ing one stage bigger than any = 
Broadcasting House itself. This will 
have 80 ft. by 57 ft. floor space and 
height of 40 ft., dimension beaten 
only by Corp.’s outside London stu- 
dio in Maida Vale, which has 110 ft. 
by 72 ft. floor space. 

: At Aberdeen a group of five stu- 
dios will also be open next month, 
working in conjunction with the en- 
larged transmitter just put into ser- 
vice. In Belfast, preliminary site 
works are in progress for a new 
block. 

* Main London extensions, mean- 
time, will add five studios to existing 
facilities, one of them approaching 
in size the biggest of the new Glas- 
gow stages; it will rank as a general 
utility floor. Broadcasting House 
extensions will also embody re- 
hearsal room, a new type technical 
control suite and office accdmoda- 
tion, Building will not be me be- 
fore end of 1940, 


Australia 


Sydney, Oct. 8. 
Startinz-price betting prohibition 
into force under a bill passed by 
the government. Means that much 
race chatter will 
omitted from commercial radio. 


























Williamson-Tait acts now give in- 


interviews through the Macquarie | 


Broadcasting network on arrival in 
Australia. Network has a biz link 
with the legit unit brought about 
through the Dennison holdings. 





Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
gion refuses to farm wut talent for 
presentation purposes under false 
managements. 





Nancy Stewart, former legit ac- 
tress and now in radio, off on Brit- 
ish trip. Daughter of the late Nellie | 
Stewart and the wife of Mayne. 
Lynton, radio player. 





Willie Howard did his comedy act 
recently over air here. Howard is. 
currently here with ‘Hollywood Re-| 
wue’ for the Fullers. 





F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


ad 





MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washington, Nov. 1. 

Tlorida: Flip-flop on the application of the Metropolis Co., 
Jacksonville, with two members of the Commish dissenting 
on a reversal of the June denial, and applicant was granted 
the right to construct a new station to be operated on 1290 
ke with 250 watts. Plenty of disagreement among Com- 
missioners shown in the shuttling of the Metropolis plea. In 
June, when Commish decided to turn down the request, Com- 
missioners George Henry Payne and Ralph A. Walker ob- 
jected. On the reversal decision, Commissioners T. A. M, 
Craven and Eugene ©. Skyes joined hands to oppose granting 
of the application. Whole basis of the scrap was need for 
additional service, when two transmitters, WMBR and WJAX, 
already operate in the city. 

Prior decision was that ‘applicant failed to show sufficient 
need for the service proposed to justify application.’ Change- 
of-mind was premised on the contention that both existing 
stations were network affiliates and that need for a purely 
local service had been established. 

Hawaii: Establishment of a broadcast station at Lihue, 
located on the Island of Kauai, received Commish okay, when 
it was demonstrated that the pineapple and sugar center re- 
ceived no primary service from Honolulu stations. Garden 
Island Publishing Company, Ltd., applicant, was granted as- 
signment of 1500 ke with power of 100 waits nights, 56 watts 
days. Will construct a $12,000 transmitter with advertising 
rates ranging from $15 an hour days, to $25 an hour nights. 
Ample indication that granting of the request will be in the 
public interest, Commish decided, particularly since Ameri- 
ecanization programs and other meritorious services were pro- 
posed by applicant. 

Horace L. Lohnes, E. D. Johnston and Fred W, 
represented the publishing company. 

Tennessee: Transfer of control of WMPS, Memphis Com- 
mercial Appeal Co., to Memphis Press-Scimitar Co., Memphis, 
given the green light on a showing that an improved com- 
petitive basis between WMPS and WMC, Memphis, weuld be 
established by the change. 

Basis for action was formed on the fact that the Appeal 
Company andthe Press Company, while ultimately under joint 
control, ‘actively compete with each other’ in publication of 
a morning and evening newspaper, respectively. 

D. M. Patrick and Paul Frum appeared for the applicants, 

Wisconsin: (1). Two Wisconsin applications for power 
and time increases okayed on grounds of public need, De- 
cisions will give WHBL, Sheboygan, a day power boost from 
250 watts to 1 kw and grant WEMP, Milwaukee, the right 
to operate nights, as well as days, with 100 watts. 

Day increase of WHBL, owned by the Press Publishing 
Co., would produce a signal 100% stronger than that which 
is now received by its listening public, testimony revealed. 
Would produce only a fractional increase in interference now 
existing between WHBL and WEMP. Outfit is amply financed 
to afford the $7,500 necessary for changes, Commish declared. 

Interference of less than .1 millivolts per meter contour 
over what now exists would be caused to WCLS, Joliet, Ill, 
and WTRC, Elkhart, Ind., Commish decided, by granting 
WEMP a needed nighttime service. Two full-time regional 
stations, WTMJ and WISN, already operate in the city of 
Milwaukee and both are chain outlets, WEMP has no chain 
affiliation. ‘ 

Horace L. Lohnes, E. D. Johnston and F. W. Albertson ap- 
peared for WHBL, with Ben 8S. Fisher, Charles V. Wayland 
and John Kendall representing WEMP, Milwaukee Broad- 
casting Co. 

(2) Daytime juice-jump from 1 to 5 kw was authorized 
for WTAQ, owned by WHBY, Inc., of Green Bay—transmitter 
owned by the ancient religious order of Premonstatensian 
Fathers which now has an American abbey at Green Bay. 

With two transmitters, WTAQ and WHBY, operated 
strictly on a general public service basis and not as adjuncts 
to the religious and educational order, Commish decided that 
an upping of WTAQ’s power would improve daytime service 
to Oshkosh and Appleton, as well as the immediate area of 
the station. Pointed out that no objectionable interference 
to any existing station would be caused. 

Station retained D. M. Patrick, John W. Guider, Karl A, 
Smith and Lester Cohen, 


MINOR DECISIONS 


Alabama: WBHP, Wilton Harvey Pollard, 
granted renewal of license until Dec, 1. 

Alaska: KGBU, Ketchikan, present license further extended 
on temporary basis only, pending action on renewal applica- 
tien, in ne event longer than Dec. 1; KINY, Edwin A, Kraft, 
Juneau, present license extended on temporary basis only, 
pending action on renewal application, in no event laier 
than Dec. 1. 

Connecticut: WBRY, American-Republican, Inc., Water- 
bury, granted authority to transfer control of corporation 
from William J. Pape to the stockholders of licensee corpora- 
tion, no one of whom will have legal control. Also: granted 
authority to transfer control of American-Republican, Inc., 
from stockholders of licensee corporation, no one of whom 
has control, to William J. Pape, William B. Pape, Eric Pape 
and J. Warren Upson, as voting trustees under voting trust 
agreement which was created March 1, 1938. 

Louisiana: WJBO, Baton Rouge, present license further 
extended on temporary basis only, pending action on ap- 
plication for renewal, but in no event later than Dec, 1. 

Michigan: WW4J, Detroit, granted extension of special 
temporary authority to operate to Nov. 24 with a night power 
increase to 5 kw, in order to overcome interference. 

Mississippi: WQBC, Vicksburg, granted extension of pres- 
ent license on temporary basis only, to Dec. 1. 

New York: W2XS, RCA Communications, Inc., Rocky 
Point, granted three month’s extension of special temporary 
authority to communicate on frequency 35380 ke, for pur- 
pose of determining its usefulness for long distance com- 
munication; WESR, Peoples Pulpit Association, Brooklyn, 
present license extended on temporary basis only, to Dec. 1; 
WSXAL, National Broadcasting Co., New York, granted 
modification of license authorizing deletion of frequency 6100 
ke from its present assignment and change in description of 
equipment as now specified in license; W3XL, National Broad- 
casting Company, New York, granted modification of license 
authorizing addition of frequency 6100 kc to present assign- 
ment. 

South Dakota: KUSD, University of South Dakota, Vermil- 
lion, present license further extended on temporary basis only, 
to Dec, 1, 

Utah: KEUB, Price, granted voluntary assignment of 
license from Eastern Utah Broadcasting Co. (Sam G. Weiss) 
to Eastern Utah Broadcasting Co.; KSUB, Johnson & Perry, 
a partnership composed of Harold Johnson & Leland M. 
Perry, Cedar City, extended special temporary authorization 


Alberson 


Huntsville, 


to Leland M. Perry, surviving partner, to operate KSUB for 
a period of one month, to Dec. 1, on the express condition 
that it is sul.ject to-whatever action may be taken on any 


. formal application for regular authorization. 


Vermont: WNBX, Springfield, present = further ex- 
tended on temporary basis only, to Dec. 


i. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Georgia: John F. Arrington, Jr., Valdosta, new station 
to be operated on 1230 ke with 250 watts, days only, 

Massachusetts: CC, T. Sherer Co., Inc., Worcester, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days; WHDH, Matheson Radio Co., Inc., Boston, install 
new transmitter, directional antenna for night use, boost 


power from 1 to 5 kw and change hours of operation from 
davs to unlimited. 


Michigan: WEXL, Royal Oak, Install new transmitter, 
vertical antenna. change frequency from 1310 to 1300 ke and 
power from 50 to 250 watts. 

North Carolina: Albemarle Broadcasting Co., Elizabeth 
City, new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts 


nights, 250 watts days. 

Vermont: WQDM, St. Albans, modification of license to 
change hours of operation from daytime to daytime to local 
Sunset at WHK, Cleveland, 


SET FOR HEARING 


California: Larry Rhine, San Francisco, new station to be 
operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts (requests facilities of 
KSAN, formerly KGGC, San Francisco)—application to be 
heard with renewal request of KSAN. 

KECA, Earle C., Anthony, Inc., Los Angeles, move station 


from Los Angeles to San Diego (also application for voluntary 
assignment of license from Earle C, Anthony, Inc., to Worces- | 
ter Broadcasting Corp.). 

Louisiana: WJIBW, Charles C. Carlson, New Orleans, change 
time of operation from sharing with WBNO, New Orleans, 


to unlimited (to be heard at same time that renewal of 
W.JIBW is heard), 

North Carolina: WGTM, Wilson, changes In confposite 
equipment and antenna system, change frequency from 1510 
ke to 1240 ke and boost daytime power from 100 to 500 
watis 

Wisconsin: WJIMS, Ashland, new station to be operated 
on 1510 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


California: Turn-down for KLS, Oakland, recommended 
by Examiner John P. Bramhall, on its application for an in- 


crease in power from 250 to 600 watts. No need for the | 


additional service proposed, Bramhall declared, citing two 
1 kw transmitters, KLX and KROW, now operating in the 
city, and fact that five San Francisco stations give full or 
partial service to Oakland and Alameda county. Applicants 
failed to submit figures showing number of listeners who are 
not now within the service area of KLS but who might bene- 
fit from the power boost, Bramhall further stated, and grant- 
ing of the application would cause a limitation to KFBR, 
Great Falls, Mont., within its normally protected contour 
of 1 millivolt per meter contour. 

Told Commish that the station, which was founded by 
S. W. Warner and KE. N. Warner, licensees, in 1919, had not 
established definite need for additional service in the vicinity 
and pointed out that the state of California already has 64 
transmitters and that the application could not be granted 
within the purview of Sec. 307 of the Communications Act. 

Ben S. Fisher and Charles V. Wayland appeared for the 
applicant. 

Michigan: Examiner’s okay was placed on application of 
Pontiac Broadcasting Co. in three-way scrimmage for a new 
station at Pontiac, With two other contending applications, 
King-Trendle Broadcasting Co, and George B. Storer, recom- 
mended for denial and dismissal, with prejudice respectively, 
Examiner John P. Bramhall gave the preliminary nod to 
Pontiac Broadcasting for construction of a $22,690 transmitter 
which proposes to operate daytimes only on 1100 ke with 
1 kw. Other requests were for unlimited operation. 

Need for service in the area was noted by Bramhall, since 
Pontiac at present is without radio facilities, and it was 
found that the interests of existing transmitters would not 
be affected by a grant to the Pontiac Broadcasting group. 
Granting of King-Trendle plea would limit stations now 
operating on the requested 1440 ke channel, while Storer 
request was not backed up by testimony. Storer has a 
petition pending before the Commish for ieave to withdraw 
his application without prejudice, but Bramhall pointed out 


that other interested parties had been forced to go to con-’* 


siderable expense to prepare their cases as a result of the 
prosecution of Storer’s plea. 

Arthur W,. Scharfeld, Philip G. Loucks and Joseph F. Zias 
Tepresented Pontiac Broadcasting, with Alfons B. Landa 
appearing for King-Trendle and John M, lLittlepage and 
Thomas P. Littlepage, Jr., on behalf of Storer. 

Minnesota: Dismissal with prejudice should be handed out 
to W. A. Steffes, Minneapolis, according to Examiner Bram- 
hall, because counsel for the applicant waited until the hear- 
ing before making oral request that the new station applica- 
tion be dismissed. Examiner recommended that a motion by 
respondents, WMIN, St. Paul, and KROC, -Rochester, for 
denial as in cases of default shoula be denied, since judgment 
by default ‘is to be entered only where either the plaintiff 
or the defendant fails to appear.’ c 

Steffes, who had asked for 1310 ke with 250 watts, days 
only, was represented by Ben S. Fisher and John W. Kendall. 
Counsel for the applicant stated at the hearing that there 
would _be no objection to the dismissal of the plea with 
prejudice, since respondents had gone te considerable ex- 
pense in preparing for the hearing. 

Wisconsin: Okay on a boost in daytime power for WEMP, 
Milwaukee, was advocated by Chief Examiner Davis G. 
Arnold. Following on the heels of a Commish decision to 
award the Milwaukee transmitter authority to operate nights 
as well as days, with 100 watts, Arnold based his recom- 
mendation for an increase from 100 to 250 watts on need for 
an expansion of daytime service. 

Under the requested rearrangement, station's facilities 
would be limited to the 1.25 millivolt per meter contour by 
WHBL, Sheboygan, and the Sheboygan transmitter’s facili- 
ties—raised from 250 watts to 1 kw last week—would be 
confined to its 1.15 millivolt per meter contour if the instant 
application of WEMP were granted. Arnold pointed out, 
however, that the interference between the two stations 
would occur in an area not now serviced by either. 

Fg Fisher and Charles V, Wayland appeared for ap- 
plican 








have to be. 


50 KW. 


JOHN PERRY AWAITS 


FCC SITE AP PROVAL Not to Carry Local Commercials, | 4; oa Kelens! first explorer ra the | 


Says Brockington 


Jacksonyille, Fla., Nov. 1. 
John Perry, station operator and | 





plant’s location has been approved 
by FCC. Perry recently got a grant 


k.c. with 250 watts unlimited time. 


Regina, Sask., Nov. 1. 
L. W. Brockington, chairman of manager, and Ira Dillworth, Van- 
newspaper publisher, will start con-|the Canadian Broadcasting Corp.,| COUVET A. I 
struction of the transmitter for his| informs Variety that the new gov- director for British Columbia, then 
new Florida outlet as soon as the; ernment 50,000-watter now 


for a Jacksonville station on 1290|)€™™ coverage will 
commercials but not local shows 


N. POLICY 


man expressed hope it would be 
ready by next summer. 
Station will be named CBK, the 


west in 1690. 

Chairman conferred here with 
George Taggart, CEC production 
newly appointed regional 


' went on to Winnipeg for conference 
being | with Gladstone Murray, CBC gen- 


erected at Watrous, Sask., for west-| eral manager. 





carry network 


KDKA SEEKS NEW ANTENNA 





Perry also owns WCAO, Pensacola, 
\a CBS affiliate. In addition to pub- 
|lishing a string of Florida news- 
|papers he is head of tne Western 
Newspaper Union. 





Bob Hansen from WHK-WCLE, 
Cleveland, and WROK, Rockford, 





joins announcing staff at WTMJ, 
| Milwaukee, Nov. 7. 


under sponsorship. He declined to 
forecast what effect this might have 
on small private stations now on 
CBS regional hook-ups. 


Work has already started on new lecation for its transmitter within | 


transmitter located near Manitou | 
salt lake. Two-story 


living quarters for staff in same 
building. Antennae will be 440-ft. 
self-supporting steel type. 








Pittsburgh, Nov. 1, 
In order to increase signal strength 
of station in Pittsburgh metropoli- 
tan area, KDKA is seeking a new 


10 miles of downtown sector. It’s 


building 80. now twice that distance from Golden | 
by 30 feet to be erected, providing 


Triangle. 


Westinghouse engineers bean) 


making balloon antenna tests a few | 
Chair- | weeks ago. 





Report La Presse Nixes 
Spotlight Advertising 
From Govt. Station 


Montreal, Novy. 1, 

Reported here that La Presse, 
leading French-Canadian daily, with 
circulation over 200,000, has refused 
to accept advertising copy from the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. Sta. 
tion CBF, the Canadian Govern. 
ment 50,000-watter here, had drawn 
|up an advertising campaign includ. 
ing display space in all local dailies 
| for specific programs. As far as can 
|be ascertained, no special reason was 
given by La Presse for turning down 
the CBF copy. 


La Presse owns station CKAC, the 
| 5,000-watt French-language station 
here, and it -is believed that daily 
does not care to run advertising copy 
from an opposition station becaus 
it might divert listeners away from 
|CKAC to the government station. 


| To date no other newspaper in 
|Movntreal has refused advertising 
from either the government or pri- 
vately owned stations. 














French Closeup 











(Continued from page 43) 





effects made on the spot by Fried- 
land and Van Ackere on their Amer- 
ican trip. 

Subjects covered follow: 

1. A fast journey over the network: 
Idea, the size and variety of America. 

2. New York City by day: Theme? 
The difference in rhythm between Anicrile 
can and French Life, 

8. New York by night: Theme: Mu- 
sic changing from down town or midtown 
hotels to Harlem, getting more and more 
‘swin gy. 

4. Philadelphia: The Modern City and 
Pennsylvania...The meaning, eic... Theme: 
Indepedence. Dramatizations of early 
Arerican History.. 

5. Washington: The Federal Capital 
Theme: The city that a IF renchinan 
Planned, 

6. Federal Police: the G-men. Theme: 
The effort in view of creating a central- 
ized police, comparable to the centralized 
forces of most European countries, Visit 
through the F.B.I, 

7. Mount Vernon: Theme: the living 
memory of the father of the Nation, 

8. New Orleans and the South: Theme: 
Southern music and the French associa- 
tions. 

9. The Eastern Seaboard as gateway 
to Europe: Franco-American relations... 
Commercial relations: Interview of Secre- 
tary General of tha French Chamber of 
Commerce in N.Y.C, 

10. Going West: Buffalo and the falls 
|—Theme, Happy America that has no fron- 
|tiers. Passing from U. S. into Canada and 
vice-versa...Sound picture of the falls... 
Flying over the falls with American Aire 
lines... 

11. Detroit: The Automotive industry, 
General Motors plant, The assembly 
line 

2. “Chicago : Man in the street with 
mobile unit 2 WBBM. Stzste and Madison 
.. Beaches...Michigan...Union Station. 

13. Chicago: The stockyards and grain 
market, Chicago as food center. Visit to 
the stockyards and packing plants, visit to 
the Board of Trade building. 

14. The American Railroad: Riding 
the Santa Fe Super Chief. 

15. Santa Fe and New Mexico: Theme: 
The meeting place of three cultures: An- 
glo-Saxon, Spanish and Indian. 

16. The Canyon; Theme: a lesson of 
geology. 

13. Hollywood: On the lot at Warner 
Brothers...Dick Powell talks to hig friends 
in France... ‘Dawn Patrol’ previewed for 
Trench atdience. .. Streets of Paris at Bur- 
bank (Calif.) next to Old Wesiern Village 
Street...The secrets of making up as ree 
vealed to French beauties by Westmore, 
make up expert of W. B. 

18. America and scientific research? 
Theme: America spends millions for the 
simple sal:e of research, of the advance- 
ment of science, 

19. San Francisco: California, land of 
plenty. Theme: The gateway to the Pa- 
cific, 

20. The Lone Star State: Texas...4 
wor'd in itself. Texan history...The easily 
American settlers...Dramatization of their 
arrival. 

21. Oil: One of America’s greatest in- 
dustries. 

22. Some reflections on America as % 
whole: ‘This vast country is run along 
democratic lines. Is democracy a success 
The merits of democracy discussed by H. 
V. Kaltenborn, of CBS, and D. G, van 
Ackere: Conclusion; yes, democracy can 
work, democracy works, it is a success. 

23. The birth of democracy: Boston’ 
Theme: New England and the birth of «ane 
gerous thoughts in America, The seat of 
the oldest university. The American edu- 
cational system...Universities...Harvord. 

24. Sound picture of America: As & 
a° wind-up, a complete sound picture of 
Amcrica.,..Traffic... Railroads... Airplancs 

-Animals...The Falls...A sort of scurd 
resume of the United States, 

It is Friedland’s hope that on 4 
basis of his experience in France ard 
more recently in this pioneering ef- 
fort over here that he may step into 
a brand-new field: International 
transcriptions in which nations oF 
radio systems take the initiative In 
making .or authorizing radio series 


designed to aid commercial amity. 








Don Henshaw, A. McKim Agency, 
Toronto, enroute east after western 
Canada inspection. 


David W. Brown of Blackett, Sam- 
,ple, Hummert Agency, New York, 
touring western Canada with J. 
| Kemper of Procter & Gamble. 


Alix Combelle doing a jam session 
‘from Paris for BBC Nov. 4. 
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o—— 
15 Best Sheet Music Sell 
) Dest Sneet Music Sellers 
(Week ending Oct. 29, 1938) 
‘reve Got a Pocketful of Dreams. ....2.. 6. ccc cece ees Santly 
I 5 ss Sis 6 v Rie 44's © eas 6 de KO s 6 on Bae Berlin 
eAtexander's Ragtime Band ...........c.ccccccsccsee ABC 
CE ey SLU als ctc§ bv GS Ce LESS Cea eee Mills 
i ag oy 5 6k ek eb ash S514 vee KFAR ZO ORS oa Fameus 
enh RC ee TES ae Gis ak-s5hi) bende ses Dek see ee ic eK Shapiro 
PAL sho otis bs bad bdo SRA webb Cos o-oRe Remick 
EE i566 bE HOT cn ng oooh seh kee RETRO OS eh O8 be Robbins 
SA, ita Wigura'e bh eit bs Vs GAs ORDERS hak aeenseeata cea Famous 
When Mother Nature Sings Her Lullaby ... Santly 
A-Tisket, A-Tasket . eoece ...Robbins 
*My Own ; ee be ene .. Robbins 
*What Goes on Here in My Heart....... .. Paramount 
*Garden of the Moon ‘inte. dort eles ae . Harms 
Wee @ GAOTOS Was. TMI. . 6.6 cc viciccceccccsex ABC 
* Indtcates filmusical song. + Indicates stage production song. 
The others are pops. 











Inside Stufi—Music 


Privy Council, the British Empire’s highest court, has granted permis- 
sion for the : ppeal of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co.’s suit on ‘The Man That 
Broke the Bank at Monte Carlo.’ Acting for Shapiro-Bernstein is its 
Loneon publishing agent, Francis, Day & Hunter. Question involved is 
whccuer 20th Century-Fox violated S-B’s rights as the copyright owner of 
the tune in Canada when the producer used the title without permission 
for a production that it exhibited in the Dominion. ‘Monte Carlo’ has 
no copyright pretection in the United States. 





In the original trial of the case Shapiro-Bernstein was awarded a verdict | 


and damages. When 20th Century took the action to the Dominion’s 
Court of Appeals the lower court’s finding was reversed on the ground 
that ‘Monte Carlo’ did not come within the protection of Canada’s revised 
copyright statute. 





H. J. Kronk, fretted instrument manufacturer, last week picked his first 
tune under the agreement which gives him the exclusive rignt to publish 
and sell special arrangements for such stringed instruments. Song that 
Kronk closed for through Harry Fox, as agent and trustee, is ‘Heart and 
Soul,’ belonging to the Famous Music Corp. 


Kronk made a down payment of $1,000 for the number. Under his con- 
tract he will pay an added royalty of 5c. a copy for all sales over 50,000 
and submit duplicate copies of all printing orders for his instrumental 
arrangements. It makes the first time that the music industry has been 
able to capitalize on pop tunes specially arranged for those engaged 
in the teaching fretted instrument playing. 





Formally announced as being ‘postponed indefinitely’ by the promoters, 
the band concert scheduled for Madison Square Garden, N. Y., Monday 
night (31) was really cancelled by N. Y. Local 802 of the AFM. Elaborately 
pianned jive session was to be the final of a planned four of which two 
had been run at Randall's Island, N. Y., Aug. 31 and Sept. 7. Poor draw 
of the first two gave the promoters the idea of combining the third and 
furth at M. S. G. Frank Berend and George Clark promoted them on 
Blind Musicians’ behalf. 

Cancellation grew out of non-payoff complaints of musicians who took 
part in the initial two shindigs. 


Col..Edmund Gruber, writer of ‘Caissons Go Rolling Along’ (Artillery 
Song), last week waived his ban against the parodying of this tune in the 
case of the Girl Scouts. Latter organization had arranged to record its 
lyric version of the Gruber number, which it terms the ‘Hike Song,’ for a 
propaganda transcription and the colonel, rather than inconvenience the 
Scouts, agreed to make this instance the lone exception. 

Gruber had issued his ban to the networks after an association of ar- 
tillery officers had complained to him that the song had been parodied 
during a Rudy Vallee-Standard Brands broadcast (NBC). 




















Connelly Sails Nov. 4 


Reg Connelly having renewed 
thre Santly-Joy Music for another 





three years, plus other American 
| business returns Nov. 4 to London. 
| British music publisher has been in 
|New York for three weeks on biz. 

Mills Music is still U. S. rep for 
Connelly’s Cinephonic Music Corp. 
| Santly-Joy deal embraces only the 
|Campbell-Connelly firm, a twin en- 
| terprise. 


‘DOLL’ AND ‘CAPERS’ 
RENEWALS TO REMICK 


Remick Music Corp., one of the 
Warner Bros. publishing group, has 
acquired the renewal rights to ‘Oh, 
You Big Beautiful Doll.” Nat 
| Ayer, one of the writers, is now liv- 
ing in London. Other half of the 
rights was obtained from A. Sey- 
j}mour Brown. 

Another recent renewal assign- 
iment acquired by Remick is ‘Can- 
adian Capers,’ of which the co-writ- 
l'ers were Gus Chandler, Bert White 
;and Henry R. Cohen. Original copy- 
|right on this one doesn’t expire un- 
| til 1943, while the renewal on ‘Doll’ 
becomes effective in 1939. 


Irdict Song Peddler 


Trenton, Nev. 1. 
Morris Abrams, of this city, was 
indicted 
here on Friday (28) charged with 
selling song sheets without obtain- 
ing permission of copyright owners. 
Abrams is alleged to have ped- 





dled the sheets in Mount Holly, on |} 


Feb. 23, 1937. 





WHITEMAN LEADS PARADE 
Stamford, Conn., Nov. 1. 
Paul Whiteman, playing Palace 
theatre last half of week (3-5), will 
parade in front of Greenwich Amer- 
ican Legion drum corps, which uses 
big drum Whiteman used in ‘Jumbo’ 
in New York. 
Whiteman organization will follow 
Stamford stand with one-niter at 
Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport, Nov. 6. 


by a Federal Grand Jury | 


Kurt Weill Shut Out of ASCAP 
Under Performing Rights Redtape 





Divvy 





Kurt Weill has failed in his latest 
effort to obtain admission to the 
| American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers. ASCAP’s board 
of directors ruled last week that it 
could not because of contractual ob- 
ligations and its by-laws accept 
| Weill’s application for membership. 
As a result of this action, Weill will 
|be unable to gain practically 
| thing from the performing rights in 
this country of such scores as ‘Knick- 
erbocker Holiday’, ‘The Eternal 
| Road’, ‘Johnny Johnson’ and Para- 
mount’s “You and Me.’ 





| As things now stand ASCAP’s 
|hands are tied. Even though the 
|Italian performing rights society 


(SIEA) has advised Weill that it has 
transferred the American rights of 
his works to him, ASCAP is not free 
to admit him as long as he is bound 
to an affiliated society. ASCAP can- 
not be assigned the world rights of 
his compositions. SIEA has also gone 


| 80 far as to assure Weill that it will 





membership in October, 1939. 


A Refugee 

| Weill fled from Germany to France 
|in 1933. Because the books of the 
|French performing rights society 
| was closed to new members Weill 
| applied to the Italian Society and he 
|was. admitted. He came to the 
| United States in 1935, taking out his 
first citizenship papers the same 
| year. 
Since his residence in this country 

the composer has been collecting 
| small sums from the Italian society, 
| with the reports showing that France 
lis about the only European country 
| where the Weill works are being 
| performed. While Weill does have 

the right to the performing rights 
of his own works in America, there 
| is the question of whether he can do 
|anything with them independently. 
| As an affiliate of SIEA the Ameri- 
| can Society may exercise this same 


| licensing right. If it does collect 


any- | 


grant him a complete release of his | 


something on the performances of 
his seore ASCAP must under its 
agreement with the Italian Society 
credit Weill’s share to the latter per- 
forming rights combine. 
Former Practice 

In the early years of ASCAP it was 
| not uncommon for writer-members of 
ASCAP to affiliate themselves also 
with the French performing rights 
| society. Couple cases in point are 
| Gene Buck and Irving Berlin. Later 
it became mandatory for writers to 
assign not only their American and 
Canadian rights, but all their rights. 

Weill’s sponsor for membership in 
ASCAP is Max Dreyfus, one of the 
owners of Chappell & Co., and the 
Crawford Music Co. Dreyfus has 
been publishing Weill’s recent scores. 


BORNSTEIN REPORTS; 
KERN AT MEETING 


Board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
| and Publishers devoted most of the 
| time at its monthly meeting last 
| Thursday (27) to listening to Saul 
| A. Bornstein’s report of his attend- 
ance at the Confederation of Per- 
|forming Rights Societies in Stock- 
|holm. Bornstein who is v.p. of 
|Irving Berlin, Inc., was ASCAP’s 
| representative at the international 
| meet. : 
| Jerome Kern was at the ASCAP 
directors’ table for the first time in ~ 
| over two years. Contract obligations 


l'on the Coast had kept him away. 

















Joan Crawferd sings three songs 


in ‘Iee Follies’ at Metro; ‘Some- 
thing’s Gotta Happen Soon,’ by 
Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur 


| Freed; ‘Here I am Falling in Love 
| Again,’ by Roger Edens, and ‘It’s 
|All So New to Me, by Bernice 


} 


|'Petkere and Marty Symes. 























band fave 


punches. 


College Rhythm 


—another survey of the dansapation tastes on 
the nation’s campuses starts next week. 


—Princeton will tee off and tell if swing 1s 
still king, and who’s coming along as a dance 


—the kids at the colleges don’t pull any 

















THE SEASON’S MOST BEAUTIFUL BALLAD! 


WHO BLEW OUT THE FLAME? 


Lyric by MITCHELL PARISH 
LEO FEIST, INC. 


e 1629 BROADW 

















Music by SAMMY. FAIN 
NEW YORK 


AY e 

















a St 
A a brn ine 
ep meme 


wed 46 VARIETY 


MUSIC -DANCE 


Wednesday, November 2, 1938 











aan 


DECCA PICKETS 
DO THE SHA 


United Electrical, Radio and Ma- 
chine Workers, an affiliate of the| 
CIO, put a picket line in front of the | , 
offices and studios of the Decca' 
Record Co. last week, after the firm | 
refused to recognize the union as 
the collective bargaining agency for | 
the Decca staff. Strike was called 
while the union’s application for au- 
er the workers in the plant 
was still to be acted upon by the 








thority ov 


A | National Labor Relations Board. 
i Jack Kapp, Decca prez, stated yes- 
i terday (Tuesday) that less than 50% 

of the cutting room staff was out on 


strike 

Strike made the dailies when four 
voung couples sought to call atten- 
tion to the picketing line by shag- 
ging and doing the big apple on the | 
sidewalk. A cop separated them and | 
threatened arrests if the dancing was | 
repeated. 

William Mitchell, international | 
rep for the CIO union, contended | 
yesterday that operations at Decca | 
were practically at a standstill, since | 
the teamsters have refused to de- 
liver or receive material. He said | 
\ that Kapp precipitated the strike, 
q . by. firing a man in the’shipping room. 
t 4 New. York musicians union, in -a| 
» statement, expressed -its sympathy | 

with the strikers but stated that it 
could not extend its fullest coopera- | 
tion. Kapp denied the tieup claim. 


rr, 
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| (Mills Artists), and branched out as 


Sidney Milis on Own 


Sidney Mills has had a friendly 
| parting with his father, Irving Mills 


la talent manager on his own this 
week. Started in own shop with 
Tito and His Swingtette, current at 


tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 
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Gene Krupa orch., which opens at 
the Palomar, L.A., tonight (Wednes- 
day), has been signed for a Para- 
mount musical set to roll sometime 
in January. Krupa’s Palomar con- | 
tract calls for six weeks with option 
for another six. Papers were signed 
by Arthur Michaud, Krupa’s man- 
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ager, who left for the Coast last 
week, 





Monday (31) at Half Moon inn in 
Stubenville, O. 





Maurice Spitalny and his KDKA 
Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh Automobile Show for 11 
days beginning Nov. 11, 





Aaron Gonzalez opened at Zarape 
Club in Los Angeles. 





Les Parker’s orchestra moved into 
the new ballroom atop the Forum 
theatre in Los Angeles. 





Harold Feldman replaced Walter 
Hegner in reed section of Paul 
Whiteman band on Nov. 10. 





Ernie Warren signed to Rockwell- 
O’Keefe management, Ditto Jay Coe 
and Trio. 





Paul Whiteman plays U. S. Marine 











Ball at Boston Gardens, Nov. 10 and 
will be named to corp as extra re- 
ward, 





Larry Murphy Four into William 
Penn hotel’s, Pittsburgh, Continental 
Bar for indefinite stay, succeeding 
Billy Catizone trio. 





Irene McKennan, winner of re- 
cent auditions held in Pittsburgh by 














Barney Rapp and joins latter’s band 
as vocalist. 


Al Fremont of Pittsburgh, opened | 


On the Upbeat | 


| Booking Agents Want Publishers to 


| 


staff band booked for | 


MORE ¢ CHIZ BIZ 


Pay Line Costs 





Indie band booking agents have 


| 


|become the latest class to attempt | 


horning themselves in on the ex- 
ploitation bankrolls of music pub- 
lishers. After landing a dine-and- 


—————_» 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 


Following is a totalization of the combined ues, of current tunes on NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CRS 
(WABC) computed for the week from Monday through Sunday (Oct. 24-30). 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a, m.tola.m. In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, + legit 


Total represents accumulated 
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+ Morris Ds Deal Stalled 


No contract signatures had been 
exchanged or check passed up to 
press time yesterday (Tuesday) in 
the proposed sale of the catalog of 
the Joe Morris Music Publishing Co, 
to Famous Music Corp. Morris cata- 
log would be merged with that of 





the Paramount Music Corp., a FMC 
subsid. : 

It was reported that Lou Diamond, 
head of Paramount’s music inter- 
ests, had offered to pay half in cash 
and the balance in Famous Music 
stock and that Archie Fletcher, 
Morris’ partner, had rejected this 
proposition. 


dance spot these agents make the 
round of publishers asking whether 
they would be interested in under- 
writing the weekly cost of a net- 
work wire. Previous practice had 
been for the band leader himself to | 
do the propositioning. 
New chiseling twist was brought | 
sharply to the attention of the pub- 
lishing trade last week when one of 
the indie agents openly stated that Bobby Hackett due for Vocalion 
unless he could get some publishers | series. 
to put up $160 a week for a wire = 


a niterie that he had just tied up in 
OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


upper New York state would have 
FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 


to do without a network outlet. The 
JIMMY McHUGH’S 


place had been booked by one of 
“DIGA DIGA DO” 


the larger band organizations but as 
MILLS MUSIC, INC, 














soon as it lost the connection out 
came the wire, which action is con- 
trary to the rules of the American 
Federation of Musicians, 
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We Wish to Thank All Our Friends For Their Splendid Co-operation 
Enabling Us to Put Over the Score From 


“The Mask and Wig Club” (University of Pennsylvania) 
“All Around the Town,” with the Following Hits: 


“WHEN | GO A DREAMIN’ ” 
“THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE YOUR ARMS” 
“YA GOT ME” 


_ Lyries by Bickley Reichner—Music by Clay Boland 
LINCOLN MUSIC CORP. 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 





GEO. SIMON, President 




















SWEEPING 
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By LARRY CLINTON 
79 





THE MOST BEAUTIFU 


IN DIANA - 


KAYE Dec 


AND “COMMERCIA 


MI 


DICK ROBERTSON 


SEVENTH AVENUE 


WALTZ SONG IN 


NEW YORK 


YEARS 


ofa inelsue 


ue Bird cord by ARTHUR GODFREY 


[619 Broadway, 


ai : an 
New York City 








7 


























Wednesday, November 2, (1088.4 -WARIETY ©: ee es ae f 


ee ee 














ra a a ne nn | ; — 


hiss 








Bi thas! 








Posi eeneee teem ies 


JACK ROCCO CHESTER 


| BREGMAN-VOCCO-CONN | | 


THANK ALL THEIR WONDERFUL FRIENDS FOR 
INVALUABLE AID IN MAKING THEIR FIRST 
FOUR MONTHS IN BUSINESS AN OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT WiTH .. . 
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THE COUNTRY’S NO. 1 BALLAD HIT! 


SUMMER SOUVENIRS 


By J. FRED COOTS and CHARLES NEWMAN 
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THE COUNTRY’S NO. 1 RHYTHM HIT! i 


STOP BEATIN’ ROUND THE MULBERRY BUSH} | 


By CLAY BOLAND and BICKLEY REICHNER 4 
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| THE OVERNIGHT NOVELTY SENSATION 


| MUST SEE ANNIE TONIGHT 


BY CLIFF FRIEND and DAVE FRANKLIN : 


* 


AND MOVING UP TO THE TOP 


TELL ME WITH YOUR KISSES 


BY CLIFF FRIEND and DAVE FRANKLIN eS 





x kk *® 


YOU LOOK GOOD TO ME 


By WALTER DONALDSON and BILLY ROSE 








And last, but not least, our thanks to the 
songwriters who have made it all possible 














BREGMAN, VOCCO and CONN, Inc. 


1619 BROADWAY * NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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OF TWO CONTINENTS 











MAY 3rd, 1937... 


on the Continent. 


New York, opened at the 





? 


ia 


LE AD 


BOOKED FOR 6 WEEKS 
REMAINED 76 WEEKS 


ESTELLE and LE ROY opened at the 
SAVOY, LONDON, for six weeks (booked 
expressly for Coronation 
marked the fifth return engagement. 


Their tremendous success brought them 
seventy-six weeks of consecutive bookings in 
the leading Casinos, Theatres and Hotels 


OCTOBER 27th, 1938... 
ESTELLE and LE ROY, now back in 


RAINBOW ROOM 
Radio City 


For an Indefinite Engagement 


Personal Management 
JACK BERTELL 


© 15 YEARS AGO « 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








Nazimova at the Palace with a 
sketch based on the unknown blonde 
theme. About as frank as it was dirty 
—and it was plenty dirty. Sime 
spanked it plenty, contrasting it with 
the Russian Art Co., which had an 
unusually good act. Second Russe 
show to play the Palace in succession. 








Burns and Allen at the Riverside, 
iN. Y., and not getting very far with 
itheir paiter. Bert Lytell and Powers’ 
‘elephants helped. 





Charles T. Aldrich at the N. Y. 
| State and over in a big way. Carl 
| MacCullough backer-upper. 





| 
| Fifth Ave. had a European novelty, 
| Weldano’s Sensation. Crossbar on a 
| steel tower held an airplane on one 
end and a trapeze on the other. Man 
worked on the trap while the girl 
ran the plane, which supplied the 
motive power. Striking, but the 
plane motor made too much noise. 





Four Diamonds playing around 
N. Y. and at the Royal. Two of the 
|four were counted good, 








McIntyre and Heath at Keith's 
| Boston and after the opening day the 
ticket speculators swarmed all over 
the sidewalk. Bert York and Ed Lord 
followed them, in place of York and 
King, and made a surprising hit from 
a very flat start. 





Show at the Chi Palace ran three 
hours Sunday afternoon_and not a 
dozen in the audience quit. Frisco, 
Marion Harris and Mollie Fuller the 
tops. 

State-Lake, Chi, upped its Sat-Sun 
admission to 75c. Most of the other 
loop houses preparing to follow suit. 
No kicks, 








Famous Players shut down on pro- 
duction at the Los Angeles studio and 
others preparing to follow suit. Mer- 
chants and bankers, as well as play- 
ers, jittery over the outlook. One 
report had it that Zukor was alarmed 
over the cost of DeMille’s ‘Ten Com- 
mandments.’ 





Ufa planning to show its pictures 
on the steamers of the Hamburg- 
| American line, First theatre on the 
Albert Ballin. 











Fred Holden, F. F. Proctor’s former 
vaude partner, died in a St. John, 
N. B., poorhouse and buried in a pau- 
per’s grave. Movement on foot to 
reinter in a purchased grave. 





Talking acts complaining band 
bookings were changing the charac- 
ter of vaude audiences. Newcomers 
were less responsive to talk, 





Van and Schenck running their 
own club in N, Y. E, F, Albee re- 
fused to permit them to double from 
the club into the Palace. Changed his 
mind because he needed a headliner. 





Biz, which had been good on 
B’way, slipping badly-and several 
shows were about ready to quit: 





Kemp Set for 3 Vaude 
Wks., 2 Chi Dancehalls 


Chicago, Nov. 1. 

Following week at the Balaban & 
Katz Chicago here, starting Friday 
(4), Hal Kemp’s orchestra set by 
Music Corp. of America, will play 
two additional theatre weeks before 
returning to ballroom dates in Chi- 
cago. 

Kemp goes into the Tower, Kan- 
sas City, Nov. 11, and following week 
into the Orpheum, Minneapolis. Re- 
turns to Chi Nov. 25 for a week be- 
tween the two Andrew Karzas ball- 
rooms, Aragon and Trianon, 


NEW AUDITION SETUP 


Philly Booker Group Sets Aside One 
Day a Month to Hear Acts 











Philadelphia. Nov. 1. 
Copping an idea from the New 
York agents, Entertainment Mana- 
gers Assn. here has set aside the last 
Sunday night of each month to au- 
dition talent. Ten %ers will gather at 
the Hotel Sylvania and provide two 


Scheme, which gets under way 
this month, is figured to save time 
and trouble for both acts and book- 
ers. Agents declare they have been 
constantly hounded by prospective 
auditioners, and alihough they would 
like to have seen the talent, they 
have had neither the time nor the 
place. 














piano players to accompany the acts. | 


LaConga, Morocco, 


— 


C.P. Casino, Plus 


Stork, El Rio; Too Many Class Joints? 


_—— 





By ABEL GREEN 


A round of some of the old and 
new class niteries in New York and 
a slant at some of the anemic busi- 
ness substantiates a warning of a 
fortnight ago when the cafe men, 
rom sad past experience, cautioned 
about too many class spots. In- 
cluding the well-established Stork, 
El Morocco, Persian Room, Iridium 
and Maisonette Russe rooms in the 


Hotel St. Regis, 21, the El Rio and} 


the Central Park Casino, plus the 
reopened La Conga, and the others, 





it’s too wide a field, with its limited 
class-following, to make most of 
them pay. 

Becoming a survival of the fittest it | 
leaves the old standbys out front, 
perhaps even more so than ever, for | 
gregarious night-lifers would rather | 
be jampacked into a sardine-can size | 
boite than have Grand Central | 
Palace for a dance floor. 

Nothing unusual to date among the 
new entries, and the oldies are} 
rather doddering. The optimistic | 
managements talk about ‘season still | 
early,’ but that comes under the head | 
of stock cafe alibis. 

La Conga, reopened by Bobby | 
Martyn and Oscar Roche, with) 
Martyn’s father-in-law, Connie Im- | 
merman, also a greeter at the door, 
isn’t yet enjoying the boxoffice zing 
that established this spot last season | 
as a-big fave. Fred Chiaventone, 
from the International Casino, N. Y., | 
is at the door, whereas Maraschino, | 
oe Conga greeter, is now at El 

io. | 

Peggy Fears at El Rio 


El Rio is a new spot at an old| 
address, East 58th street, formerly a 
prohibition era oasis, variously 
known as Zelli’s, Park Ave. Club, 
Belle Livingstone’s Salon and other 
tags. It’s now in the Brazilian motif, 
hence the tag. When -Zelli had it, 
the decor was a Montmartre street 
scene; now it’s a Rio de Janeiro ex- 
terior. Instead of the French chan- 
sons the idiom at El Rio is the 
‘samba’ or ‘Zamba,’ which Baron 
and Blair are plugging as a successor 
to the rhumba-conga. They demon- 
strate it nicely, being fetching ball- 
roomologists. Hugo Mariani’s crack 
orchestra and Gus Martel’s rhumba- 
ists (ex-Stork) are the dansapators, 
and Peggy Fears is the particular 
attraction to a $2.50 and $3.50 mini- 
mum check idea. 

Miss Fears looks better than ever, 
possesses more cafe floor zoom than 
heretofore, and manages very nicely 
with pops such as ‘Go to My Head,’ 
‘Can You Pass in Love?’ and ‘Now It 
Can Be Tod.’ Baron and Blair, be- 
sides sambaing, do terps to ‘Dipsy 
Doodle’ and campus capers to tunes 
such as “The Goofus’ an old fave 
with them. 

Sid Solomon Out 

Another resurrected spot is the 
Central Park Casino, on East 57th, 
the former Embassy and last season 
known as the Sapphire Room and 
Salon Royal. The front man, up to 
this past weekend, was Sidney Solo- 
mon of the good old Jimmy Walker- 
C. P. Casino days, hence called the 
Cc. P. C., though far removed from 
the park proper. Solomon is out 
now, however, and John Johnnidus, 
of the old Beaux Arts (when with 
Nick Prounis, now of the Versailles 
syndicate), may put in a Georgie 
Hale floor show. Present lineup is 
chi-chi with a class ballroom team 
in Ramon and. Renita and Pancho’s 
orchestra for the name band draw. 
Room is one of the nicest class joints | 
in town. Biz has been poor. 

Le Coq Rouge is another of the 
intime class niteries where Frank, 
the maitre, is trying to put it over 
for !ate business. He won't do it 
with his present George Sterney or- 
chestra and the Tisdaie Trio (polite 
Harlem combo in white ties; very 
Parisian) although enjoying strong 
dinner patronage. Room is a stan- 
dard but here again, if Frank wants 
to extend his scope, he must hypo the 
after-theatre draw. 

El Morocco is again in the field 
with Ernie Holst’s band as prime 
draw, plus the. rhumba crew, and 
again John Perona is hypoing his 





of patronage desired. Sonny Kendis 
piano-maestros the crack dansapa- 
tion, ron ge: with Jose Lopez’s 
Latin combo (no relation to the 
maitre d’hotel of the same name). 
Apollon’s Investment 

Still another new starter is Dave 
Apollon’s Cub Casanova, nee House 
of Morgan, in which the Russian 
m.c. and maestro is reported having 
invested $25,000. Much of it went 
into elaborate redecoration, assuming 
of old bills from Nick Bates, former 
owner (who now gets a percentage 
only), costly debut show, etc. Apol- 
lon is a vet vaudevillian, who has 


| his own dance band now, besides 


conferenciering the entire works. 

On the subject of trying to put 
over new dance tempos—the St. 
Regis for a spell this summer got 
some attention via its Lambeth Walk, 
which Prince Serge Obolensky, of 
the management, first exploited—La 
Conga is now ballyhooing' the 
‘danzonette.’ This is a cross between 
the rhumba and conga; last year this 
spot came to the fore when 
Panchito’s band did much to further 
the conga on its road to popularity. 
Ramon Ramos’ and Oscar de la 
Rosa’s bands dispense the dansapa- 
tion. Minimum, incidentally, has 
been cut from $2.50 to $2 after 10:30. 

At the Rainbow Room, Estelle and 
LeRoy are also essaying a ‘new’ 
dance, called the ‘sambixe,’ a cross 
between the samba and Brazilian 
maxine. Remember when Vernon 
and Irene Castle first introduced the 
latter? 


YUMURI, N. Y. 


Los Marinos, Nena Montes, Cortez 
& Maida, Duo los Aztecas, Don 
Mario Orch, 








This downstairs spot, closed during 
the summer, has reopened under new 
management, following redecoration 
on the Latin motif, which fills the bill 
suitably. It’s on a par with those of 
similar pattern in New York places 
of Cuban or Mexican type, which 
feature Spanish dance music. 

Show is headed by Don Mario, who 
doubles as m.c. from his orchestra, and 
kids his way through the assignment. 
He’s pleasant, wisecracking as part 
of a plan to establish a friendly con- 
tact with the audience. And he’s 
rather successful at it. : 

He has a rather good voice and, in 
addition to doing an Argentine tango, 
sings a novelty number built around 
Charlie McCarthy, and a special on 
two cats romancing. In trying to 
adapt the cats’ wailing to dialog, the 
imitative element, while novel, makes 
the diction suffer from the vicious 
meowing called for. 

Two dance combinations figure. 
Los Marinos do fast tangoes and 
rhumbas, with the man singing a 
partial accompaniment to one of the 
routines. The other team, Cortez and 

(Continued on page 50) 


FRANK PARIS 


AND HIS MARIONETTES 
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Best Coffee in England 
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BOBBY MAY 


Dressed by 





Sunday nights with guesters paced 
by Johnny DeSylva, formerly of the 
Trocadero, Hollywood. The Stork 
remains the Stork, a pet spot, which | 
Sherman Billingsley and his greeter | 
at the door, Joe Lopez, jealously 
guard and preserve as to the calibre 





SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
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Montreal Vande Comeback Falters: 
Cut Rates, Poor Films No Aid to B.0. 


+ 


Montreal, Nov. 1. 

Vaudeville “Comeback at Loew’s 
has failed to materialize locally, with 
house slipping close to red after a 
couv'e of winning weeks following 
opening. 

Despite the favorable breaks on 
price, Loew’s still remains the prob- 
lem child of the local first-run set- 
up whereby Consolidated is operat- 
ing for Famous-Players-Canadian. 
Where other F.-P. first-run houses 
go to 35c at 1 p. m., Loew’s contin- 
ues at 25c until 5 p. m. with the eve- 
ning admission at 40c against 55c at 
the straight picture houses. 

Matinee business has been strong 


at Loew’s, with six vaudeville acts | 


and a picture. But evening business 


even against the 40c rate, still goes | 


to films at 55c. 


It’s understood plans are being | 
mulled for some change in policy. 


Last year name acts and stage bands, 
even if expensive, showed profits 
for Loew’s. Problematical, how- 
ever, whether sufficient number of 
names are available for local book- 
ing. 

Another angle being considered for 
Loew’s is a hookup with some out- 
It is un- 
derstood that Rupert Caplan, local 
radio producer, has approached 
Loew’s with a view to broadcasting 
a program from the theatre. 

Should vaudeville policy at Loew’s 
be discontinued, house is seen never 
being able to operate at a profit with 
sixth choice of product, even at a 
25c admission for evenings. With 
Palace getting first choice of Grade 
A product, Capitol taking second and 
sometimes first pick, and Princess 
getting third and fourth, there isn’t 
much left for the combination house. 
And booking Grade A product into 
Loew’s would only divert usual busi- 
ness from the other first runs under 
Consolidated operation, 





Lincoln’s Vaude Jan. 1 
Lincoln, Nov. 1. 

Vaude is set for Jan. 1, at the 
Orpheum, which will be the town’s 
first flesh in nearly a year. Orph 
shutters (9) and will be given a com- 
plete tidying. Reopening will be 
New Year’s Eve. 

House will also get a new moniker, 
named in a public contest. It’s been 
Orpheum since it bowed in 1916. It’s 
a 1,350 seater. 





Birmingham, Nov, 1. 
The Pinte theatre will open Fri- 
day (4) for winter vaudeville. 
Eddie Williams, former manager of 
the Strand, has been transferred to 
the same position with the Pantage. 





Lucas Orch for Atlanta 
Atlanta, Nov. 1. 

Lucas & Jenkins’ Fox theatre will 
light up its stage for first time in 
sometime when Clyde Lucas’s or- 
chestra opens a seven-day engage- 
ment Friday (4). 

Band has been put in to bolster 
“Arkansas Traveler’ (Par). 


FRED DUPREZ, 54, DIES; 
VETERAN VAUDE ACTOR 


Fred Duprez, 54, American vaude- 
ville actor who for the past 20 years 
has spent most of his time in the 
English music halls and revue thea- | 
tres, died Oct. 27 of a heart attack. 

He had just arrived in New York 
on a ‘pleasure-business trip when 
recalled to London for a radio com- 
mitment. He died on the return 
voyage. 


Veloz and Yolanda Plan 











Tour, in U.S. and Abroad 


Kansas City, Nov. 1. 


Coming tour mapped for Veloz 
and Yolanda, dance team, has How- 
ard Hughes proportions. Coming 
here from several months in Chicago, 
team hops to New York, thence to 
London (four weeks) then Florida 
and California, Following that Veloz 
is considering Hawaii for the pair 
and Jerry Shelton, their musical di- 
rector. 

London appearance will be first 
there for the pair since 1930, 


Rita Rio’s P.A.s 


Chicago, Nov. 1. 
Rita Rio’s orchestra has been 
booked for a tour of Warner Bros. 
theatres through Ohio. 
Playing eight towns being opened 
to flesh for the Rio band dates. 








Rah-Rah Trailer 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. 

May not have been a public- 
ity stunt but— 

Anyway, George Olsen, in- 
sisting he was unable to buy a 
ticket. for the Pitt-Fordham 
game here Saturday (29) wired 
University of Pittsburgh band 
that he would be happy to 
become its leader for the day if 
he could march into the Sta- 
dium with them. College crew 
promptly accepted his offer. 

Newspapers gave the stunt 
plenty of space, which, of 
course, won’t hurt Olsen any 
when he brings his own orch 
to the Stanley Friday (4) for a 
week’s engagement, 


PHILLY HOT FOR 
SWING; WEBB 
HITS 296 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 

Aside from New York, with which 
it runs almost even, the Earle, Phila- 
beeps looks to be one of the lead- 
ing swing spots in the country. Al- 
though both the Stanley, Pittsburgh, 
and the Earle, Washington, which 
are on the same Warner circuit with 
the Earle here, report best results 
with bands that are sweet, or tend 
to the sweeter side of swing, the 
rougher they are the better Phila- 
delphia likes ’em. 

Aside from Kay Kyser, who, it’s 
figured, draws more from a novelty 
than musical angle, best gross in 
recent months was hung up here by 
Chick Webb who hit $25,000. On the 
other hand, while Webb was very 
big here, he did poorly in Pittsburgh. 
To reverse it, Ted Lewis was very 
much so-so in Philly, but was hot in 
Pittsburgh the very next week. 
Stanley, Pittsburgh, with 800 more 
seats than the Earle and higher scale 
drew only $15,000 with Webb, while 
Earle burned the wicket at better 
than $25,000. Ted Lewis figure here 
was $19,000, while licorice-sticker 
made everybody happy in Pitt to the 
tune of $22,000. 

Same thing has held true consist- 
ently in = comparison of Philly, 
Washington and Pittsburgh. It hap- 
pened with Benny Goodman, Tommy 
Dorsey, Tony Martin, Johnnie (Scat) 
Davis and the rest. On the other 
hand, comparisons of the Earle with 
the Paramount, N. Y.; Strand, N. Y.; 
and Strand, Brooklyn, show that 
every band which went hot there 
followed form almost in Philly, 

Here are some recent figures re- 
vealing the trend here; Ozzie Nelson, 
$19,200; Louis Prima, $20,000; Tony 
Martin, $20,300; Phil Harris, $18,700; 
Larry Clinton, $19,500; Kyser, $30,000; 
| Buddy Rogers, $18,000; Davis, $22,- 
joer; Webb, $25,000; Lewis, $19,000; 
and Herbie Kay, $19,000. 
































Gypsy Rose Lee Unit 
Gets 5 More Weeks 


Five additional vaude weeks have 
been lined up for the Gypsy Rose 
Lee unit,- currently at the Denver, 
Denver, in its second date of a cross- 
country tour. Miss Lee, whose sup- 
port includes Jack Durant, opens 
Friday (4) at the Tower, Kansas City, 


the Palace, Chicago, Nov. 11. 
Stripver is also set for the Palace, 
Cleveland; Palace, Columbus, and In- 
dianapolis, with the theatre in the 
latter town still uncertain. Sequence | 
of the latter three bookings, too, 
hasn't been definitely set. William 
Morris office is handling the tour. 


Chi’s Fox Cuts Budget 


Detroit, Nov. 1. 
Dave Idzal setting small budget 
but complete vaude shows into the 
Fox for November. Depending pri- 
marily on big pictures for boxoffice. 
In December he'll return to name | 
vaude bookings. 














JACK HARRIS, SINGER, 
IN DOPE: CHARGE JAM 


Nene, N. J., Nov. 1. 

Jack Harris, night club entertainer 
formerly at the White House here, 
was indicted last week by the Fed- 
eral Grand Jury, Trenton, 
charge of possessing narcotics, 

Harris, a 300-pound singer and 
comic, was indicted with several 
others for selling drugs to other en- 
tertainers last June, 











Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. 


Seldom in town’s history has 
nitery biz been so brutal here. 
Nothing for floor shows to play 


several nights a week in burg’s lead- 
ing spots to just a few customers. 
Started off poorly at beginning of 
season but boys thought they’d at 
least get a break during World Se- 
ries. But the Pirates failed them 
in the final week of the pennant 
race. Now they’re trying to hang 
on, hoping that couple of big foot- 
ball weekends will pull them up 
again. If that doesn’t turn the trick, 
insiders expect a flock of foldings 
shortly. 

Number of new spots were an- 
nounced to open this fall but that’s 
fallen through. Webster Hall, re- 
turning recently to its policy of 
weekend dancing only, gave it up 
after one week. 

Liquor sales haven't fallen off 
much, however, in stores, indicating 
that the old guard is now doing its 
guzzling at home and dancing to 
the radio. 


4 HELD IN SLAYING OF 
CRUSADING GA. CLERIC 


Brunswick, Ga., Nov. 1. 








brothers, and -two -Negroes, George 
Cleyborn and Willie Looney, were 
arrested last week in connection with 
murder of the Rev. Charles H. Lee, 
71-year-old crusading rector of his- 
toric Christ Church, Frederica, Ga., 
slain on the morning of Feb. 6, last, 
while he sat at his desk penning 
a sermon. 

Cleyborn told police Henry Cefer, 
owner of Golden Isle Hotel and 
Golden Isle Casino, and also former 
owner and operator of Nineteenth 
Hole Club, hired him to slay the 
clergyman. W.-H. Cofer owns and 
operates the Brass Rail on St. Simons 
‘Island,.a popular resort center, 
where interests of the Cofers are lo- 
cated. 

The Cofers, through their attor- 
neys, made vehement denials of any 
knowledge of the case, which was 
broken when a Macon, Ga., woman, 
seeking a parole following her con- 
nection in the attempt to rob one of 
the Cofer places, told police that she 
saw ‘one of the Cofer brothers pay 
a Negro $150 on the night Dr. Lee 
was slain.’ 


Bobby Morris for Wihie 


Howard in Aussie ‘Hotel’ 











for one week and then proceeds to | 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. 


Bobby Morris, burlesque comedian 
on tour with ‘Cherry Blossoms’ over 
Hirst wheel, sails shortly for Aus- 
tralia to replace Willie Howard, chief 
‘comic in ‘Hollywood Hotel’ unit, 
Howard’s contract called for appear- 
ances in only chief cities and with 
Harry Howard, unit’s producer, de- 
ciding to continue through Australia, 
Morris was paged as a revlacement. 

He has a couple of weelrs more to 
‘go in ‘Cherry Blossoms’ before he 
| sails from San Francisco. Willie and 
Eugene Howard are only ones quit- 
| ting ere Hotel.’ 





Purse Snatcier’s Story 
'Probeé; Cops Free Hoofer | 


Detroit, Nov. 1. 
After being held overnight in jail 


Irene Faery, nitery hoofer here, was 
released late last week by police who 


She was taken into custody at a 
local hotel when Harold Quinn told | 





on a) 


Henry J. Cofer and’ W: H. Cofer,’ 





PITT CAFES MAY | 
FOLD; BAD BIZ 





, ie Palace, Chicago, 





| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


had detained her pending investiga- | 
tion of her possible connection with | 
a suspected theatre purse snatcher. | 


| 


; police she had brought him to De- | 


'troit a month ago after he had served 
| 90-days for stealing .purses from 
‘women in Chicago theatres. 


| 


Philly Booker Group to Follow Music’ 
Union Setup in Classifying Cafe Pay 





Swinging Votes 





Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 
Old-fashioned fish fry is no 
longer the way to win the col- 
ored vote here, Democratic cam- 
paign headquarters decided, In- 
stead it threw a free ‘Jitterbug 
Party’ last Friday night (28) 
for Philadelphia’s Negro elec- 
- tors. Music was provided by 
Chick Webb’s orchestra and Ella 
Fitzgerald, plus Doc Hyder’s 
local band. 
Move than 22,000 attended the 


+ 





party at Convention Hall. 











SHOW TO BUCK 
COMPETISH 








Girl show competition from the} 
recently reopened International Ca- 
sino and the Paradise Restaurant! 
on Broadway is forcing Billy Rose| 
to go more heavily into the bank- 
roll for his next lineup of vaude- 
ville at the Casa Manana, Head- 
lined by Lou Holtz and Veloz and 
Yolanda, nitery will include Helen 


Morgan, _Benny Fields, Borrah 
Minevitch’s Rascals, Abbott and 
Costelio, . Gaston ‘Palmer, Helen 


Reynolds’- Skaters and Betty Hut- 
ton. ‘Latter is a singer held over 
from last show. Vincent Lopez 
also remains. 


New show opening Nov. 6 is about 
the strongest so far in the vaude 
series started early this past sum- 
mer. Over the summer Rose _hit 
the mark with his vaude stunt but | 
the advent of Clifford C. Fischer's | 
Parisian revues at the International, | 
and the Paradise with Russ Mor- 
gan’s band, plus a floor show, has 
created new opposition. Sunday 
night guesters at the latter are also 
cutting in. 


Rose ‘will also start a Sunday 
night come-on called ‘Stardust Sun- 
days’ on Nov. 11. Letter has been 
sent out to all producers and scouts 
around town to attend ‘amateur 
night’ gratis. More worthy un- 
knowns will be selected by John 
Murray Anderson and Rose from 
those applying and specially pre- 
pared for the showcase session. Will 
be presented around midnight after 
rehearsals and routining with Holt 
m.c.ing the first batch. Acts will be 
paid, says Rose, 

May or may not te that Rose is 
gathering talent to spot in his Dia- 
mond Horseshoe which will be 
opened in the Paramount hotel. N. 
Y., around Thanksgiving as a light 
tariff spot. | 








VOX-WALTERS’ VAUDE 
Vox and Walters, the ventriloauial 
turn, wind up a tour of fairs for | 
Barnes & Carruthers in Shreveport, 
La., resuming in vaude Nov. 4 at 











Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 

Committee has been appointed by 
Florence Bernard, prez of Enter- 
tainment Managers Assn., bocker, to 
classify cabarets according to the 
wage scale which they were-assigned 
by the musicians’ union. Object is 
to get set minimums for talent from 
each spot, guarantee the act its 
money, the agent his commission and 
generally eliminate cut-throat com- 
petition. 

Classificarion runs from A to D. 
In the first will be included places 
like the Arcadia-International, Wal- 
ton Roof and the Adelphia. B will 
include Little Rathskeller, Dutkin’s 


| Rathskeller, Twentieth Century and 
| similar spots. 


CASAS STRONG 


C will take in some 
of the outlying spots, like Carroll’s 
and the Yacht Club, while D will in- 
clude taprooms. Although entire 
price scale. has not yet been set, 
rock-bottom has already been placed 
at $30 a week. 


Club prices set in the by-laws of 
the old Contractors’ Assn. have been 
adopted by the committee. They 
provide that an act cannot receive 
less than $7 nor can an agent sell the 
act for less than $10. Agents claim 
more than-the. 10% they get on 
cabaret bookings because of the 
small amounts involved in club 
dates, and this has been agreed to 
by the American Federation of 
Actors. -On dates over 40 miles 


aways, acts must be sold for no less 
than $15 and all expenses and talent 


must actually receive no less than 


$10 and all exnenses. 


In order to curb. benefits by 
cabaret talent, agents have made a 
ruling that an act must get a mini- 
mum of .$10. Price. committee con- 
sists of Joseph Hughes, chairman; 
James Smith, Ed Swicker, Tony 
Phillips, Roy  €ross, Jack Fields, 


Jolly Joyce and Tom Kelly, local rep 


of AFA, 


BOOKER ON PROBATION 
‘IN HIRE OF JUVE TERPER 


" Detroit, Nov. 1. 

Charles Burns, of Michigan Vaudee 
| ville ‘Co., who pleaded guilty two 
weeks ago ‘to booking a juve terper 
in local niteries, was. sentenced to 
two years’ probation last week by 
Recorder’s Judge John V. Brennan, 

Charged with the same violation 
of the state law, Harold Browe, 
Amusement Booking Co., and Leo 
Curtiss, Curtiss Booking Co., are 
awaiting trial after pleading not 
guilty last week. Both are out on 
$500 bail. Stella McLeod, state in- 
vestigator, charged agents with book- 
ing femme hoofer into local niteries 
for past several months, contrary to 
state labor act governing hire of 
minors, ' 








Rubinoff Prepping For 
Air, Vaude Bookings 


Chicago, Nov. 1, 

Returning to active list ahead of 
original schedule, Dave Rubinoff, 
who had been on the sick list for 
some time, is setting up broadcast 
and p.a, dates. 

Being submitted around midwest 
for vaudeville bookings. 
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PHILLY AFA 
ACT-CHISELING 
FOR BENEFITS 














Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 

Campaign of local unit of the 
American Federation of Actors to | 
eliminate chiseling by nitery opera- 
tors on benefit shows has halved | 
such gimmicks this season, Tommy | 
Kelly, AFA rep here, who started 
the drive, has declared. 

Kelly estimated that acts in night 
clubs were giving away a minimum 
of $6,500 worth of talent a year be- 
fore the present drive. Now, he 
said, a great many of the benefits 
that were formerly played are doing | 
without entertainment since they 
can't get it for nothing, while many 
others are turning to hiring acts. 

Chiz was principally eliminated by | 
Kelly passing on all benefits before 
they’re played by acts. 

Another curb on the racket is en- 
forcement now by Kelly of the 15% 
levy for actors on any money col- 
lected at benefits. This rap has long | 
been on the statute books, but never 
before enforced. 


Seek ‘Good Samaritan’ 





For Criminal Attack’ 





Syracuse, Nov. 1. 
Syracuse police today are still 
seeking the ‘good Samaritan,’ who 
offered to assist Mrs. Ruth Engle- 
brecht, 33, of Rochester, N. Y., in the 
hunt for her husband, reported to 
be working. as.an entertainer Mm a 
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| well-O’Keefe, William Morris Agen- 








Syracuse night club. 


Mrs. Englebrecht was making a} 
tous of various clubs in search of | 


her mate when she met a man who 
offered to assist her. Instead of tak- 
ing: her to other night clubs, how- 
ever, the stranger is said to have 
taken Mrs. Englebrecht in his auto 
to am isolated spot where he at- 
tacked her amd then forced her out 
of the car. , 

She managed to secure part of her 
attacker’s license number, which she 
turned over to police. At the same 
time police are engaged in an up- 


state search of niteries for the miss- | 


ing husband. 
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WILLIE and EUGENE 


HOWARD 


“Hollywoed Hotel” Revue 


TOURING 
Fuller Circuit, Australia 
Per. Address 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
NEW YORK 





Vaude Cavalcade 





‘Two-a-Day,’ a cavalcade of 
vaudeville, WPA variety revue 
by Gene Stone and Jack Robin- 
son, which tells the story of 
vaudeville smee 1890, is cur- 
rent at the Hollywood Play- 
house, Hollywood. 

Reviewed in this 
page 58. 


issue on 











AGENCIES EYE K.C. COP’S 
TRICK HORSE FOR DATES 





Kansas City, Nov. 1. 
Fred Dobbs, police sergeant in 


charge of traffic here, is angling for | 


night club and vaude shewings of his | 
midget trick horse, Brilliant. Rock- | 


cies are said to be interested. 

Officer acquired horse at foaling 
four years ago and has since made a 
hebby of training the nag, which 
stands under four feet. Interest loc- 
ally through fair and school dates 
has increased to point where agents 
are angling, especially for might club | 
dates. 

Police department is granting in- 
definite leave of absence to Dobbs, 
who will be: billed as ‘Sgt. Dobbs’ 
and will perform in regulation uni- 


form. First agency-arranged date 
will inaugurate act to pro show 
business. 


Dancer’s $3,000 Damage 

Suit ¥s. Hotel Syracuse | 
Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. I. 

Decision is expected shertly in the 

unusual case brought by Sema Laska 





DETROIT COURT FINES 
BAND IN CONTEMPT 


Detroit, Nov. 1. 

For contempt of court, Lueien 
(Sausage) Tyson and his Five Pork 
Chops, nitery entertainers, were fined 
$25 each last week by Circuit Judge 
Henry G. Nichol. 

Fines resulted from contract diffi- 
culties which Pork Chop band had 





| taken 





Stelmach of Wilkes-Barre, dancer, 
who has brought suit against the 
Hotel Syracuse Corp. for an injury 
to a knee tendon suffered while en- 
tertaining: at the hostelry last Sep- 
tember. Claiming that while she 
was doing a split, her leg was twist- 
ed-by a crack in the temporary stage 
erected by the hotel. Miss Stelmach 
is seeking damages. of $3,000. 

The case is being heard by a jury 
and Judge Patrick J. Ryan in mu- 
nicipal court and was featured by 


with Villa D, nitery here. Cafe had 
hired band for four weeks at $90 
weekly, but Tyson jumped contract 
after a week to work at another spot. 
Villa D management had band en- 
joined from playing at any other 
nitery until case was settled. 


Clifford, Ex-Vauder, To 


Help Manage Philly Cafe’ 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 

George Clifford, formerly of the 
dance duo of Clifford and Wayne, has 
over management of the 
downstairs cocktail bar at Benny the 
Bum’s. He has rechristened it the 
Jitterbug Room. He will also as- 
sist nny Fogelman, the nitery’s 
operator, in general hosting. Clif- 
ford was a partner in Mayfair Farms, 


New Jersey spot, which quit last 
summer. 
Another switch at Benny’s has 
Tommy LaBrum back handling 
publicity. 





DUCK DOUBLING 


Larry Clinten and Ray Scott See Par 
Date As Enough 








When Larry Clinton opens at the 
Paramount, New York, in two weeks 
he will drop out of the International 
Casino, Broadway nitery, deciding 
it’s foo tough to double. 

Raymond Scott Quintet, currently 
at the Par, likewise cut short its en- 
gagement at Le Mirage, N. Y. nitery, 
deciding it was too tough te double. 


Saranac Lake 


By HAPPY BENWAY 








Jack Edwards, Eddie Vogt and 
Ben Schaffer supplied the comedy at 
the Will Rogers’ Halloween party. 
Dr. Karl Fischel top speaker. 





an adjournment to the hotel where 
the. stage was set up and minutely 
examined by the talesmen. Because 
of her injury Miss Stelmach could 
not demonstrate the manner in 
which the hurts were suffered, but 
she sported a huge bandage and pro- 
duced photographs to show the con- 
dition of the platform at the time 
of the alleged accident. 


N. Y. Cafe’s Full Sked 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza, New York, is 
beoked about a year in advance. 
Dwight Fiske is current, and then 
Milli Monti, Hifdegarde and Russel 








|Swan are set for return engagements, 


in sequence. 











Emile- Petti band continues per 


‘ usual. 
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Inel} Guillory, formerly of Oak- 
dale, La. is a newcomer at the 
Rogers. Just a little tired. 

John DeGiovanni and Walter 
Hoban one year older. Both mend- 
ing nicely. 

Dr. Wariner Woodruff, who does 
all of our operating, off for one 
month’s vacash. 

Couple former N. V. A.-ites who 
deserve special credit for their 
comeback are Joseph Parker and Bill 
Robertson. Both working in New 
York. 

Leiselotte Jacobs, who has been at 
the Rogers, back to N. Y., okayed 
by Dr. Ernst Adler. 

Russ (Philadelphia) Kelly in for 
nose operation. 

Isabelle Manning, New Bedford, 
Mass., in and out on a checkup. She’s 
back on the job after ozoning four 
years. 

WNBZ, local station, moving atop 
of the St. Regis hotel, will have 
three added studios. Ray English is 
new manager of station. 


Indian summer here. Colony go- 
ing nuts itching from red flannels 
worn during the recent cold spell. 


Mark Vance, at the Will Rogers, 
making nifty progress. Local WNBZ 
paid tribute on his birthday. His 
missus visited Camp Intermission as 
guest of Mrs. William Morris. 

Mannie Lowy, who once fiddled 
for Rudy Vallee, mastered another 
operation, his fourth. He has 
ozoned here seven years. Left in 
1935 to resume work but had to 
come back. 


Al Burrell, Hotel Saranac enter- 
tainer, knotted to Adelaide Muller. 

Hank Hearn got his absolute okay 
and leaves for N. Y. ta resume his 
film selling. 


Riga Konova (Fort Dearborn 
Hotel, Chicago) gets a vote of thanks 
for sending books, etc., to the Rogers. 

M. C. Ross, ex-trouper, who’s now 
ozoning at the Fox River Sana- 


grade. 

Will Rogers birthdays: Jack Es- 
kins, Sid Grill, Johnny (Three Aces) 
Jones, Sam Putnam and Rose Clark. 
All doing nifties. 

Dave Rose left the Will Rogers in 
good shape. Can now go to work. 

George Puget, who’s now Detroit- 
ing, and who's recently over in- 
testinal flu, has sent books and 
Magazines to this colony. 

Write te those whe are iit in Saranac. 








torium, Batavia, Ill, is making the | 
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Nitery Reviews 





Yumuri, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 43) 
Maida, features a tropical dance and 
a very fast type of adagio. In one 
number the man works in a linen 
suit, while in the other it’s tails. 
He’s a little lacking in finesse, nota- 
bly in the tropical reutine.. Both 
dance combos adequately suit re- 
quirements of a place like this, 
though they require more than now 
showing to step ahead. 

Additional Spanish dancing flavor 
is lent by Nena Montes, who singles 
in two castanet routines. She works| 
as a peasant in one, done satisfac- | 
torily. 

A Mexican guitar-singing duo, the 
Aztecas, is excellent. Young lads 
play their guitars well and have good 
voices for their type vocals. 

Show is snappy and fast all the} 
way, being held down to about 45) 
minutes. Char. 


Arcadia-International 
(PHILADELPHIA) 








Philadelpha, Oct. 28. | 

Happy Felton Orch, Gali-Gali, | 
Muriel Thomas, Billy Galbraith, Ed- 
die Platt, Lorraine Barre & Louise 
Dunn. | 





Happy Felton, who broke up a) 
nifty crew last spring to: go on his| 
own as a theatre m.c., and found 
the going not to his liking, brings 
to the Arcadia a new aggregation, 
which was less than a week old 
when it opened. Felton, aiming 
more at theatre dates than nite 
spots, has considerably more than 
just a band. Except for the absence 
of a terper and some sort of novelty 
er flash act, he actually has a whole 
unit of 20 people. What he has left 
out the Arcadia has supplied, se 
show as it stands provides an enter- 
taining hour. 

Tunes by the 14 tooters are rapidly 

i out. 


Combo carries four chirpers, two; 
guys and two gals, all youngsters 
and pretty much novices, but all 
with something to offer. Billy Gal- 
braith, nice-looking lad with the 
map of Killarney on his phiz, is 
billed- as an Irish tenor, but does 
equally well with pop tunes. Has a 
flashy closing style to catch the 
bends. Eddie Platt is a bass-bari- 
tone, socko in ‘Old Man River’ and 
bits of opera. Lighter classics like- 
wise forte of Louise Dunn. Burden 
of most of the pop tunes falls on 
Lorraine Barre, 19-year-old deb, in 
her first pro appearance. Femme’s 
pipes only so-so, weakest of the 
quartet, but she’s a looker, has an 
ingratiating smile, class, personality 
and pep. 

Show has large quantities of orig- 
inal material, most of it strong, and 
all provided by Maury Olsen, who’s 
traveling with the outfit. Every- 
thing’s held pretty short and moves 
along at snappy pace. Lots of it is 

corny, t that’s the Felton 
style, and it goes. Felton, himself, 
of course, is ultra-okay as m.c. and 
maestro, with a grin as broad as his 


w 
Gali-Gali, Egyptian magi, is top 


need am the better cafes for a 
good ‘Small name; i.e, a not costly 
interlude and yet one that may 
shape up promisingly for b.o. values, 
Miss ch is a looker with a so- 
cialite background, being the debu- 
tante daughter of Ward French, and 
while not as ambitious in her sing- 
ing scope as Eve Symington, another 
socialite warbler, she looks and 
listens above par. 

The Albins do hokum ballroom- 
ology, not exactly of The Hartmans 
calibre, but get by nicely in this 
polite atmosphere. [Since then Hope 
Minor and Eddie Root opened in 


their places.} Renee de Janette 
is given more solo prominence 
with her vocalizing than Miss 


French but she’s a misnomer so far 
as her Gallic tag is concerned 
Sounding like the ‘diseuse’ type of 
songbird, by name atone, Miss de 
Janette is as un-FPrenchy as a Lindy 
songplugger. Her pops are three 
contemporaneous. ditties, with noth- 
ing distinctive in her song reper- 
toire. She looks nice and handles 
the pops pleasantly enough, but the 
idea of publicizing her as ‘French 
chanteuse” is fortified by nothing 
that’s Continental, either in her 
manner or in her repertoire. Abel, 


AVALON, CLEVE. 


Cteveland, Oct. 29. 
Hy Barron Orch, Eileen Joyce, 
Nicholas & Sylvia, Melanie, LaZar & 
Frances, Bob Marchand, Vic & Dolly 
Garrison. 





Brief experiment with high-priced 
name acts and smaller shows was 
such a floppe that Harry Wine- 
zimmer’s spot is going back to glori- 
fying quantity. Used to be one of 
the smartest, intimate hangouts for 
the heavily-heeled, but constant pol- 
icy changes have caused a drop in 
trade. 

Nearest thing to a flash-banger is 
team of LaZar and Frances, whose 
Russ acrobatic steps are tops in daz- 
zling speed, if net in freshness. Spet- 
tacular stuff redeems first number, a 
castanet-ratiling bit that’s dated. 
Melanie, whe does neat piano ac- 
companiment for them, surprises by 
stripping down to a parasol dance 
nudie ds. Gal’s not a stun- 
ner fer facial beauty but rest of her 
architecture is worth extra peeps. 
She peels gracefully. 

Nicholas and Sylvia also have one 
weak dance turn. After some pleas- 
ing ballroom terping in full dress, 
they dust off an ancient Apache 
number. Femme’s thin legs and drab 
costume don’t help the melodramatic 
knock-her-down routine, but their 
straight work is clever. enough to 
offset this letdown. Eileen Joyce is 
personable, with a contralto that’s 
swell in lower octaves, but thin on 
high notes. Going into 10th week as 
m. ¢. personable Bob Marchand 
paces the show smoothly. In tails, 
he does everything, magic, singing, 
dancing and juggling, with skill. Only 
drawback is his corny patter. 

Hy Barron's band in gypsy out- 
fits plays well for show and dancing. 
Despite all efforts, it’s a conventional 
show that needs at least one good 
name—and Winezimmer can afford 
it. Pullen. 

















prestidigitator. His fave is worked 
with seven live chicks produced by 
the aud and from their pockets. 


Forced to beg off. Muriel Thomas | 
does two individually-styled terp 
numbers. Herb. | 


Hotel Ambassador, N. Y. 


Dick Gasparre Orchestra with 
Eleanor French, The Albins (2), Re- 
nee de Janette, Vincent Brigale’s 
South American Orchestra. 











Trianon Room of the Hotel Am- 
bassador has reopened with Dick | 
Gasparre’s dansapation back again. 
to nice audience values plus some 
extra trimmings. Eleanor French is 
his new vocalist, an s.a. t song- 
stress who will qualify in a long-felt 


JACK and JUNE 


BLAIR 


On Tour Fuller Circuit, Australia 


with 
“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 




















ROBINSON TWINS 


THE VERSAILLES 
Chicago’s Newest Night 
Club 


For Two Weeks 
































Personal Manager 
CLARENCE J. AUSTIN 
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Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 














Loew 





YORK CITY 
State (3) 
Milton Berle 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Jack Gilford 
Lillian Carmen 
Ralph Sanford 

BALTIMORE 
Century (3) 
Oxford Co 


NEW 


Provincial 





Joe Sodja 
Selma Marlowe 
EVANSVILLE 
Majestic (3-5) 
Jitterbug Jam 
PROVIDENCE 
State (4) 
Fred Bartholomew 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (4) 
Major Bowes Co 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
- Paramount (2) 
Mark Warnow Orc 


Raymond Scott 5 
Maxine Sullivan 
Ann Miller 
Senor Wences 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (4) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Shea & Raymond 

Sunny O'Day 

HURON 
Huren (3-4) 
Major Bowes Co 











Nov. 4th 
ARREN and 


STRAND, NEW YORK 


WEEKS 


Via 
MARK J. LEDDY 


and lith 
BRODERICK 

















RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (3) 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Rosita Ortega 
Ruby Mercer 
Troy & Lynn 
Hilda Eckler 
Jerome Andrews 
CHICAGO 
Palace (4) 
Pritchard & Lord 
Dolly Arden 
Vox & Walters 
Les Jovellys 
Slate Bros 
Gene _—, 


(28) 
Chester Hale Gis 


Ross Wyse Jr 
Sybil Bowan 
Gaston Palmer 
DAYTON 
Colonial (4) 
Jan Garber Orc 
(28) 
Stone & Barton 
Boice & Ladd 
Carleton Emmy Co 
Pepper Martin Co 
3 Reddingtons 
SCHENECTADY 
Proctor (3-5) 
Don Bestor Orc 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Louis Da Pron 





Bobby Pincus 





Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (4) 

Al Donahue Ore 

Hugh Herbert 

Arren & Broderick 

Eunice Healy 


(28) 
Horace Heidt Ore 


BROOKLYN 
Strand (4) 
Midgie Fellows 
Minnevitch Co 
Mary Small 
(28) 
Johnny Davis 
Wayne Morris 
Midgie Fellows 
Ray & Trent 
Dr Hoffman 
4 Vanderbilts 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (4) 
Horace Heidt Orc 
(28) 


Henry Busse Orc 
J & J McKenna 
Jean Florian 


Ella Logan 
Kernan & Ingram 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (4) 
George Olsen Orc 
28 


Fred Bartholomew 
Cass. Owen & T 
Texas Jim Lewis 
Boy Foy 
Toy & Wing 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (4) 
Gae Foster Gls 
Condos Bros 
7 Gauchos 
George Lyons 
Ross Wyse Jr 
D & L Nash 
(28) 
Herby Kaye Ore 
Gae Sector Gls 
Eleanor Whitney 
Bellitt & Eng Bros 
(ORK 


Strand (4-5) 
Bryant, Raines & ¥ 











Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (3) 

Red Skelton 

Sylvia Borden Co 

Paul Gordon 

Gae Foster Gis 

Paul Ash Ore 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Lyric (4) 


Bernivici Co 
Schlepperman 
Gene Gory & R 
Lane & Lane 


Edith Tarler 
Laraue & Carol 
(28) 


2 Swifts 

Frank Payne 

Sid Page Co 

M & B Whalen 

12 Bytonettes 
MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (28) 

Red Skelton 

Joe Arena Co 

Edna Stillwell 

jarr & Estes 








London 





Week of 


Dominion 
Savoy Jr Bd 
Silver Songsters 

Trocadero Rest. 
Eve Becke 
D’ Anselmi 
Murray & Mooney 
Olgo 
Adam Troe Ore 
CAMDEN TOWN 

Gaumont 
Wilson, Keppel & B 
Bennett & Williams 
Hintoni Bros 


CLAPHAM 
Granada 
Savoy Jr Ba 
Silver Songsters 


EAST HAM 
Granada 
Rico Gypsies 
Premier 
Cingalee Co 
Dudley's Midgets 
Morris & Cowley 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Billy Cotton Ba 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Dake & May 


October 31 


Bob Barlow 
Brainwaves 
LEYTONSTONE 
Rialto 
Bobby Howell Ba 
Jack Francois 
Low & Webster 
2 Milsom Sis 
Nat Travers 
4 White Flashes 
Wyn McCarthy 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 


Billy Cotton Bd 


STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Cingalee Co 
Dudley’s Midgets 
Morris & Cowley 


WALTHAMSTON 
Granada 
Bobby Howell Bad 

Jack Francois 
Low & Webster 

3 Milsom Sis 
Nat Travers 
4 White Flashes 
Wyn McCarthy 
WOOLWICH 
(iranada 
Bel's Muchacos 








Week of October 31 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Jack Anthony 
Bond Rowell 
Hilda Meacham 
Jay Morelle 
We 3 Fellows 
Desmonds «& Clair 
Hilton & Collings 
John Tiller Gls 
3 Clayton Sis 
Bobby Henshaw 
DUNDEE 
Palace 


Brit. Film Doubles 





Billy Burke 
Murray 
George Prentice 
Jack Stocks 
Ed Fields & Pinr 
Edna Ashby 
GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Naylor & Desmond 
LeRoy & Brown 
Marshall & White 
Mddy & Cord 
Kemble Kean 
British Ballet 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Jimmy Vincent Ore 
Reed Lawton 


Frederica Barker 


Arcola Inn 
(Arcola, N..d.) 


Jerry Carr Ore 
Chiquita Venezia 
Ruth Warren 
Kay Blaire 
George Scotti 
Walter Cole 


Barney Gallant's 


Angela Velez 
Anna Belle 


| Carter & Bowle 


Anna Belle 
Nellie Paley 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Illis Dion 

Eleanor Etheridge 
Velyne Hague 
Helen Dell 

Roberta Kent 


Bill’s Gay 90's 
Charles Touchette 
John Panter 
John Eliot 
Don Cortez 
Jim Phillips 
Mary Roberts 
Harold Willard 
ArthurBehan 
Harry Donnelly 
Spike Harrison 
Bernie Grauer 


Boulevard Tavern 
(Elmhurst, L. 1.) 
C’ntinental Thrill’rs 

Mac Arthurs 
Cameron Crosby 
Audrey Noonan 
Donna & Darrell 
Earle Hart 
Mickey Feeley 
Vivien Francis 
Lois Kaye 

Bobby Bernard 
Jan Fredrics Ore 


Brick Club 
Hot Lips Page Ore 
Ann Lewis 

Cafe Loyale 
Penn Wayne Ore 


Casa Manana 
Vincent Lopez Orc 
Jay Freeman Ore 
Lanny Ross 
Sheila Barrett 
George Givot 
Frances Faye 
Paul Gerritts 
Frank Libuse 
Biltmorettes_ 
Betty Hutton 
Mildred Law 
Lester Allen 
Ann Pennington 
Yvette Rugel 
Joe Howard 
Harry Carroll 
Irving Conn 


Casino Cubano 


Don Alfredo Ore 
Consuelo Moreno 
Ramon & Lucinda 


Central Park Casino 


Pancho Ore 
Dezi Arnez Ore 
Ramon & Renita 


Club Casanova 


Dave Apollon Ore 
Mili Monti 

Dario & Diane 
Wences 

Marion Pierce 
Horatio Zito Ore 


Club 18 


Jack White 
Jerry Blanchard 
Doc. Lee 

Shad Mitchell 
Pat Harrington 
Frankie Hyers 
Willie Grogan 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 


Club Gaucho 


Dimitri & Virgil 
Natalia Kordova 
Trini Plaza 
Celia Villa 
Jvancito 

Don Miguel Orc 


Club Yumuri 


Don Mario Ore 

Fantasia Nova Or« 

Nena Montes 

Los Marinos 

3 Aztecas 

Cortez & Maida 

La Milonquita 
Corso 

Sam Robbins Ore 

Ernest Kramer Or 

Rhoda Chase 

Ann Hudson 

Nathano Bros 

De Rondo & Barry 


Cotton Club 





Cab Calloway Ore 
| Nicholas Bros 
Rerry Bros 

'w Cc Handy 


Dandridge Sis 


Sister Tharpe 
Mae Johnson 
Timmie & Freddy 


June Richmond 
Jigsaw Jackson 
Vodery Choir 


El Chice 


Don Alberto Ore 
Joyit & Maravilla 
Dorita & Valero 
Francisco Ramos 


El Moroceo 
Ernie Holst Ore 


El Rio 
Hugo Mariani Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 
Peggy Fears 
Baron & Blair 

Famous Door 

Count Basie Ore 
Eddie South Ore 
Mary Burton 
James Rushing 
Greenwich Village 

Casino 
Ray O'Hara Ore 
Larry MacMahon 
Diana Reed 
Denise 
Liberto & Owen 
Eleanor Wood & D 
Murray & Best 


Havana-Madrid 


Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito Sanabria UO) 
Carlos & Carito 
Pancho & Dolores 
Felipe de Flores 
Sarita Herrera 
Rosita Ortega 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Vincent Bragale Orc 
Minor & Root 
Eleanor French 
Renee de Janette 
H’tel Belmont-Plaza 
Val Olman Ore 
Nan Wynn 
Ray Hunt 
Diosa ‘Costello 
Hotel Biltmore 
Frank Novak Ore 
Hal Hutchison 
Crawford & Caskey 
Fashionettes 
Emily Stephenson 
Claire Sherman 
Joan Whitney 
Orio Thomas 
Lowell Pontee 
Virginia Stanford 
Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Les Brown Ore 
Miriam Shaw 
Johnny Johnson 
Hotel Essex House 
Rich'd Himber Ore 
Dell & Hamory 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Eddy Mayehoff Ore 
Betty Gale 
Hotel Lincoln 
Artie Shaw Ore 
Tito’s Swingtette 
Hotel _MeAlpia 
J Messner Ore 
Gonzales & Menen 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Edythe Wright 
Jack Leonard 
3 Esquires 
Helen Myers 
Ross MacLean 
Skeets Herfurt 
Dorothy Wilkens 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Rosini 
Hotel Park Centra) 
Irving Fields Ore 
Garland & Marla 
Bob Flinch 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Kay Kyser Ore 
Crane 2 
Hotel Plecadilly 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Hotei Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Don de Vodi Ore 
P & G Hartman 
Penny Wise 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Roger Pryor Orc 
Lane Truesdale 
Hotel Savoy-Plar 
Emile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 
Tcharkovsky Ore 





| 


Geo Scherben 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Basil Fomeen Or: 





Eva Ortega 
Boris Belostotski 
Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Light Brigade 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





(Empire Room) 
Benny Goodman Or 
Cobina Wright Jr 

(Sert Room) 
Ernie Coleman Ore 
Hotel Warwick 


Gerry Morton Ore 
Dell O'Dell 
Hungaria 
Gene Kardos Ore 
Bela Villanyi Ore 
Victoria Rane 
Peggy Ware 


Walton & Joanne 
Dr L Barsony 
Lillian Dawson 
Ziga Bela 

Leon Kramer 


International Casino 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Vincent Travers Orc 
Val Ernie Ore 
Eileen O'Connor 
Tito & Valdez 
Eddie Rio & Bros 
Bood & Bood 
Shyrettos 3 

Grace & Nikko 
Marion Manning 


Maria Serban 
(Streets of Paris) 
Sylvia St, Claire 
Rinaldi 

Marshall 3 

Mysto 


Ivan Frank 


Ruth Elroth 
Sonny Tucker 
Ivan Frank 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capello Ore 
Gladys Faye 
Mary Lane 
Montmartre Boys 
John Rockwood 
Vaughn Comfort 
Danny Higgins 
Ira Yarnell 
Sid Hawkins 
Tanya 
Adra Cooper 
Carter & Schaub 
Lee Leslie 
Gloria Marsh 
Peggy de la Plante 
Lynn & Deering 
inga Borg 
Margaret Grey 
Kit Kat Club 
J Lunceford Ore 
Alice Dixon 
Ralph Brown 
Choppell & Read 
La Conga 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Oscar de la Rosa Or 
Tommy Goodwin 


La Marquise 
Harold Leonard 
Earl, Doug & Cal 

Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Graziella Parraga 

Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Tisdale 3 

Le Mirage 
Harry Horton Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Llewellyn Moss 
Continentals 


Le Ruban Bleu 


Nora Sheridan 

Elsie Houston 

Morgane 

Hayward & Allen 

Bowers & Walter 
Leon & Eddie’s 

Eddie Davis 

Lou Martin Ore 

Elinor Troy 

Ford Crane 

Terry Walker 

Carlyle Sis 

Lura Bennett 

Midgie 

Renee 

Carmen 

Iris Adrian 

Wally Wanger 6 


Meyer’s Cellar 
(Hoboken) 
Gl'dys Gooddings Or 

Maxl & Mary 

Peggy Bovard 

Harold Blaine 
Midnight Sun 


Jack Melvin Ore 
Diane Raye 
Barbara Bannister 
Carol Bruce 


Monte Carlo 


Senorita Nina 
Lois Leeds 
Jack Rosello 
Maya’s Congans 
Pierre Beaucaire 
Mildred & Maurice 
Julian Altman 
Gaston 
Place Elegante 
Bill Farrell 
Benn Kauf 
Tommy Mills 
Joe White 
Wally Shulan 
Leo Lazaro Ore 
Piantation Club 


Skeets Tolliver Ore 
Hazel Calloway 
Barrington Guy 
Valda 

Make & Pake 
Collins & Beasley 


Paradise 

Russ Morgan Ore 
Della Carroll 
Harry Jackson 
Noll & Noland 
Frank Paris 
Gloria Day 
Gloria Whitney 
Mexicali 3 

Pepper Pot 
Joe D'Andrea Ore 
Harold Aloma Ore 
Iris Ray 
Boyd Heathen 
Aloha Shaw 

Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Katherine Tate 
Corlies & Palmer 
Florence Herbert 
Ann White 


Rainbow Grill 


Paul Kain Ore 
Marlynn & Michael 


Rainbow Room 


Al Donahue Ore 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Paula Kelly 

Ruth Nigey 

Alec Templeton 
Estelle & LeRoy 


Round Room 


Paul Humphrey 
Margo 

Gene Conte 

Marie Renard 
Jack Hotop 
Madeleine de Sator 
Lou Williams 
Russian Kretchma 
Volodia Katov Ore 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Saksonsky 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Marusia Sava 
Daria Birse 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Osdonoff 
Klavdia Kapelova 
Sergei Ignatenko 


Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Orc 


Tokay Magyar 


Frank Douglas Ore 

Ilona de Thury 

Johnny Carter 

Marget 

Marina & Norina 
Versailles 


M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
George Jessel 
D'Avalos Dancers 

Village Barn 
Deacon Moore Ore 
Lillian & Dario 
Marge Hudson 
Del La Penhas 
Suzanne Austin 
Pappy Below 
Laura Dean 
Zeb Carver Co 

Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Ore 
Russell Dracken 
Irene Stanley 
Ramon Ringo 
Stephen Harris 
Jerry White 
Ann Gale 

Wivel 

Charley Bowman Or 
Bob Lee 
Amelia Gilmore 
Deane Dickens 
Marion Carrol 
Connie Joyce 
Al Small 
Ted Lester 

Yacht Club 
Fal Hope Ore 
Fats Waller 
Lee Wiley 
Charles Kemper 
Ken Nichols 
Myra Johnson 
Colstons 


LOS ANGELES 


Bali 
Charile Lawrence 
Bruz Fletcher 

Beverly Wilshire 

Lou Sailee Ore 

Biltmore 

Bob Hall 

Rita & Rubins 

3 Nonchalantes 

Annabelle 

Tommy Trent 

Shep Fields Ore 
Cafe Caliente 

Elenita 

Diana 

Leo 

Luz Dasquez 

Juan Navarro 


| Eddie Aguliar Ore 


Cafe De Varee 
Geo Bookesta Ore 


Cafe La Maze 
Vi Bradley 
Park Avenue Boys 


Clover Club 


| Kings Jesters 


Cocoanut Grove 
Lois Whiteman 
Harry Barris 
Evdina Sedgwick 
Wayne King Orc 

it Cafe 
Joe Moshay 
Bob Searles 


| Bill Roberts Ore 


Jerry's Mandalas 
Frankie Gallagher 


Oliver Alberti 
Jimmy Kerr Ore 
La Conga 


Harry Rosenthal! 


E Durando R'ba Bd 
Dorothy Dare 
Ted Dawson 


Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Tiny Meridith 
Chas Thorpe 

Omar’s Dome 
Ray Bradford Ore 
Terry Green 
Bernice Lynn 
Eddy & ‘Tours 
Dorothy Roberts 
Walter Wade 
Elmer 


Palomar 
Emil & Evelyn 
4 H’wood Co-Eds 
Elmo Tanner 
Red Ingle 
Parker & Gibbs 
Country Washburn 
Joe Mole 
Laura Lee 


Perry Como 
Ted Weems Orc 
Paris inn 


Paul Winchell & T 
Carolina Dyne 
Marguerite @& M 
Dominic Columbo 
Thora Matthison 
Ken Henryson 

The Gregorys 
Henry Monet 
Chuck Henry Ore 


P Setznick’s Club 


| Nanita Torras 
Jan Rubini 

| Rese Murphy 

| Evelyn Farney 
Max Fidler (r- 
Billy Lankin 





Dorothy Ellers 

Marjorie Dee 

Harry Ringland 
Topsy’s 

3 Debutantes 


Bismarck Hotel 

(Walnut Room) 
B Cummings Ore 
Connie Barlow 
Dopey Johnson 
Betty Gray 
Ruth Pryor 
Manno & Stratford 


Blackhawk 


Bob Crosby Ore 
Marion Mann 
Maclovia Ruiz 
Jimmy Byrnes 
Loma Cooper 
Jack Gaulke Ore 


Blondies 


Dolores Green 
Billy Kemp 
Fritzie Bey 
Edna Leonard 
Pam Adair 
Eleanor Johnson 
Ruth Riley 
Rozika 

Helen Moon 
Wanda Devon 


Blue Goose 
Sunny Gilliam 
Melody King 
Evelyn White 
Buck Hunt 
4 Hits & a Miss 
Harry Singer Ure 


Brevoort Hotel 

(Crystal Room) 
Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 

Broadmont 
Herb Rudolph 
Virginia Dovell 
Millicent 
Bonnie & Virginia 
Estelle Russell 
Marcella Mann 
Adorables 
Henry Simons 
Billie Fargo 
Caravan 
Eddie Gorman 
Recke Romano 
Toddy O'Grady 
Don Morgan 
Dot & Jerry 
Edna Leonard 
Carl Scholtz Ore 
Chez Paree 

Jimmy Durante 
Varsity 8 
Ruth Petty 
Lou Breese Ore 
Don Orlando ure 
Evans Adorables 


Club Al 


Jane Jordan 
Ray King 
Shirley Ray 
Veronica McKay 
W Worthington 
O Harris Ore 


Club Alabam 


Harriet Norris 
Jane LaVone 
D'r’thy D’ Houghton 
Sadie- Moore 
4 Ambassadors 
Phyllis Brooks 
Marjorie King 
EmMfe Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dave Unells Ore 
Chalk Robinson Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Club Spanish 
Hel Barber 
Millicent DeWitt 
Cooper & Madras 
Dorothy Dawn 
Loretta DeBoer 
Ralston Ens 
Joe Nitti Ore 
Colony Club 
Lillian Carmen 
Hildegard 
Jose Manzanares Or 
Hugo dePauls Ore 
Colosimos 
B & F Gilbert 
Zang & Todd 
Helen Holmes 
Billie Machell 
Jackson, Reeves & 8 
Olga Dane 
Fritzie Lure 
Banfields 
Bobby Danders 
Bob Hyatt 
Pronaph Gls 
Hollywood 6 
Henri Gendron Ore 
Club Delisa 
Evelyn White 
Walker & Walker 
Jean Gay 
John Oscar 
Rhythm Willie 
Bunny 
toss & Butler 
Sam Theard 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Ream) 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriet Hilliard 
Elaine & Barry 
Maxine Gray 
Sunnie O'Dea 


Ore 


Bob Allen 
Saxie Dowell 
Dutch’s 


Ralph Cook Rev 
Rittman Dancers 
Roberta 

Peggy Moore 
Helen Dove 
Mort Lund Ore 


Edgewater Heact 
Hotel 
(Marine Room) 
Dick Stabile Ore 

Evelyn Oaks 

§ of Hearts 

| Muriel Gray 

| Harriet Smith Gls 

El Dumpe 

| Bernie Green 

Betty Brooks 

| D Dolline 

Pat & Jerry 

Jane Cline 

Sylvia Tucker 

Eddy Makins 

Phyliss Brooks 

Pat Paige Line 

V Caneva Ore 
Famous Door 

|; Jimmy Kennedy 

| Shirley Grey 

Esther Whittington 





Bob Grant Ore 


V Huge Restaurant 


Griff Williams Ore 
Charlie Vaughn 


CHICAGO 


Jimmy Dunn 
Al Robinson Ore 


4th Club 


Homer Roberts 
Olga Anton 
Annette Elwood 
Joan Costello 
Kitty Frances 
Shorty Ball Ore 


Franke’s Casino 
Jue Fong 
Kay Norre 

3etty Wren 
Dorothy Young 
Phyllis Roberts 
Evelyn Leely 
4 Casino Brusetts 
Wayne & Maye 
Babe Carney 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Elisworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 


Gay 90s 
Madeline Giddings 
Ruth Thomas 
Lew King 
Colleen 
ione O'Donnell 
Jack Connors 
B Danders Jr Ore 


Gay Paree 
Wellington 
Eve Yvonne 
Mickey Dunne 
Virg O’Brien 
Miss Ellis 
Bernice Bodel 
Bob Riley Ore 


Grand Terrace 


Sonny & Sonny 
Dusty Fletcher 
Howell & Coles 
Sallie Gooding 
Dot Soulters 
Connie Harris 
Leonard Reed Gis 
Earl Hines Ore 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Don Pedro Ore 
Ted & Mary Taft 
Harry’s N Y¥ Cab'ret 


Bill Anson 
Mildred Rock 
Natasha 


Sally O'Day 
Marcia Wayne 
Jean Mode 
Frances Willer 
Art Buckley 

Al Wagner 
Billie Myers 

Lee Berling 
Dorothy Johnson 
Muriel Love 
Rankin Gls 
Charles Engel Ore 


Hickory Inn 


Casa Royale Ore 
Fred Casey 
Terry O'Toole 


Hi Hat 
John Hale 
Wesley Whitehouse 


Waynes 

Dale Sherman 

Hi-Hatters 

June Glory 

Sid Lang Ore 
Hippodrome 

Jerry Marks Ore 

Jerry Gerlard 

Enid Phillips 

Louise Verhofft 

Virginia Maye 

Laser Gale Sis 

Billy Banks 

Hashi & Osal 

Joe Kalmus Ore 

Ivanhoe 

Helen Sumnera 

Helen Irwin 

4 Hawaiians 

Eari Hoffman Ore 

L’ Aigion 

Mary W_ Kilpatrick 

George Bay Bd 

Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hotel La Salle 

(Blue Front Room) 

Richard Schreiber 

Biltmore Boys 

Dixie Frances 


Liberty Ina 
Stanley Mack 
Mickey Sheridan 
Thelma White 
Dorothy Higgins 
Millie Erdman 
Earl Wiley Ure 

Limehouse 
Barney Richards Or 

MecLaughlins 
Marion Peters 
Rags Gallagher - 
Louise Shannon 
Mickey Dunn 
Lillian Cortez 
Sammy Bari 
Jules Novit Ore 

Melody Mill 
Tiny Hill Ore 

Miami Club 
Reza White 
Billy Meagher 
Lois Lorraine 
Cookie Sydell 
Johnny Parkers Or 

Millstone 
Ann Millstone 
Ann Howard 
Pree McGrain 
Betty Storey 
Ann Heim 
Roy Swift Ore 

Minuet Club 
Minuet Gls 
Joe Rio 
Joy Kalise 
Patricia Bloor 
Rita DeVore 
Harry Fisher Ore 

Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gottheltf 
Nameless Cale 
Ellen Evans 
Ona Mae 
Ed Leon 
Evelyn Waters 
RaMundi's Ore 
Helen Samms 
Mae di Fill 


Old Heidelberg 


Old Heidelberg Co 
Herr Lovie Ore 
Geo Gunther Ore 











Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


Orrin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
Bailey Sis 
Sextette 
Gower & Jeanne 
Jack Stair 
Jean Florian 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley “Ure 
Parody Club 
Freddie Abbott 
Marita Ryan 
Honey Lee 
Sara Thebold 
Marie Thomas 
Freddie Janis 


Rose Bowl 


Willie Shore 
Armida 

Robinson 2 

Bert Sis 

Kurtis Marionettes 
Allen Kane Ore 


Royale Frolics 


Bee Kalmus 
Radio Ramblers 
Eddie White 
LeBarron 3 
Spencer & Foreman 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 

Mark Fisher Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(College Inn) 


Buddy Rogers Ore 
Dick Kissinger 
Bob Hanon 
Elizabeth Kilton 
Joe Murphy 

Dezzo Retter 

Polly Day 

% Marines 

Don & A LeMaire 
Boots McKenna Gls 


Dome 
Tony Marks 
Spinsters 
Marie Sari 
Silver Cloud 


Jack Taylor 
Eleanor Leonard 
Freeleys 
Eddie Reid 
Alice Tanner 
Billy Ferber 
Mae Dee 
Marian Boyd 
Hazel Zalus 
Nord Richardson 
3 Tops 
Johnny McFall Ore 
Silver [rrolics 


Continental 4 
Ealaine Rabey 
Roma. Noble 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Renee Villon 
Marg Faber Gls 
Jessie Rosella 
Vilma Joszy 
Ruby Bennett 
Ethel Brown 
B & L Cook 
Collette 
Peaches Strange 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Oro 


(Continental Room) 


Don Julian & M 
Lois Harper 
Louanne Hogan 
Jackie Heller Ore 
Stockade Ina 
Charles Chaney 
Subway 
Timmy Meyers 
Frances Sills 
Opal Adair 
Kitty Swanson 
Adeline 
Debs 
Eileen Randolph 
Bozo 
Ozzie Jackson Ore 
Susi-Q 
Dick Buckley 
Molly Manner 
Betty Harris 
Ann Hein 
Ginger Wood 
Edith Principle 
Verne Wilson Ore 
Swingland 
Joe Johnson 
Mae Diggs 
Alma Smith 
2 Rhythm Pals 
Fats Patterson 
Ted Smith 
Biily & Chartes 
Jimmie Noone Ore 
Thompson’s 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 
D Keith Dancers 
Bates & Chapin 
Alma Skaggs 
Dixieland Ore 
Patsy Thomas 
Joan Dawn 
Claire Bogush 
Estelle Bikow 
Helen Dee 


Three Deuces 
Art Tatum 
Baby Dodds 
Freddie Reed 
Lonnie Johnson 


Tower inn 


Flo Whitman Rev 
Nyra Lou 

Helen DuWayne 
inez Gionen 

George Arnold 
Frank Davis Ore 


Trocadero 
Gloria Romano 
Adelle St Clair 
Terry Circle 
Roy Rankin Ore 
Villa Moderne 
Tony Cabot Ore 


Winona Gardens 


Stan Carter 

Gigi Rene 

Doiores Lee 

Diane Lane 
Suzanne Kessler 
Lucille Johnson 
Frankie Rullos Ore 


Yacht Club 
Gareth McGrath Or 
Ruth Denning 
Pinkie Tracey 
Torchy Cook 

Zig Zak 
Sunny Bouche 
Helen Dove 
Veronica McKay 
Larry Lux Ure 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Bill Honey Ore 


Arcadia Int’) 
Gali-Gall 
Happy Felton Orc 
Eddy Platt 
Billy Galbraith 
Lorraine Barre 
Muriei Thomas 
Joe Pietro 3 
K-Mar 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining R'm) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
(Burgandy Reom) 
Frank Juele Ore 
cliff Hall 

Murray Dancers 
Edmund DeLucca 
Adolph Lanza 
Benny the Bum’s 
Johnny Howard 
George Clifford 
Lina Basquette 
Dottie Mallinson 
Marion Kingston 
Jerry Foster 
Irving Ore 

Deloyd McKay 
Johnny Graff Ore 


Cadillac Tavern 


Sunny Ray 
Lioyd & Willis 
Henrique 
Jeanne Van 
Darlene Jones 
Dick Thomas 

H Reynolds Ore 
Jack Newlon 


Club Africana 
F Riley & Sunda 
Riia 


Lucius Sephus 

2 Novels 

LeRoy McCoy 

Fay Banks 

Lillian Evans 

Kitty Murray 

Hurricane 6 

Doc Hyde Ore 
Club 15 

Billie France 

Mae Masters 

Terry Parker 

Keil Sis 

Annie Ogden 

Beverly Fisher 

Johnny Young's Or 

Club Parakeet 

Pete Hayes 

Rae Dell 

Eleanor Landy 

Billy & Kitty Deval 

Fran Caswell 

Jean Niles 

Betty Fernon 

Bill Thornton Ore 


Embassy 
Dorothy James 
Beryle Cooper 
Lynda Marsh 
Isernice Horton 
Ann Kirwin 
Pedro Bianco Ore 


Evergreen Casino 
Beth Challis 

Joe Milikopf Ore 
Berger Sis 

Dan Herwyn 
Helaine & D'nalds’n 


| Ann Collins 


(Continued 


‘ Frankie Palumbe's 


Eddie Collis 
Rogers & Morris 
Sheldons 

Yvonettes 

Don & Doresse 
Maude O'Malley 
Bobby Morrow Ore 


Hildebrand's 


Francis Renault 
3 Casamara Sis 
Frankie Newman 
Elmer & Leonard 
Jack Ulman 
Marna Leonard 
Madame Dorea 
Richard Bach 
Bobby Lee Ure 


Hotel Adeiphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
Allen Fielding Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Robbins 3 
Knight Sis 
Gower & Jeanne 
Vanderbilts 
Kitty Kallen 
Margo Gls (8) 
Don Angelina Ore 
Hotel Philadelphia 
C Wolf Gis (6) 
Barry & DeAliba 
Mel-O-Dy 
Tony Senna 
Mary Clifferd 
Harry Taylor 
Joe Frasetto 


Latimer Club 


Virginia Renault 
Evelyn Lampshire 
Sonte Petrova 
Manny LaPorte Ore 
Anita Chandler 
Linwood Barnes 
Little Bathskeller 
Jack Griffin Ore 
Gaye Dixon 
Buddy Walker 
3 Peppers 
Tobv Lee 
Ernest & Stewart 
Jack Lynch's 
Jeno Donath Ore 
Vincent Rizzo (re 
Rarney Zeeman 
Terry Lawlor 
Step Bros 
Raye & Naldi 
Mildred Reed 
Chas Smith 
Joe Lewis 
Jimmy Blake 
Jack Lynch Gls 12 
Open Door 
Chick. Mullery 
Betty & Betty 
Virginia Lee 
Tommy Lavine 
Rose Vernuti 
Scotty Middleton 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Jim Rossi 
Bob Spedden 
Parrish Cafe 
Blanche Saunders 
Struck & Struggle 
Billy & Plo Gross 
Ted Miller 
Rhythm Duke's Or 
Vernon Guy 
Rendezvous 
Alan. Gale 
Buddy & Claire 


on page 60) 
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52 VARIETY 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 








Wednesday, November 2, 1938 








MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Sylvia Manon & Co., Yoichi Hira- 
oka, James Morrison, Jay & 
Seiler, Rockettes, Music Hall Ballet, 
Glee Club, Symphony with Erno 
Rapee conducting; ‘Young Dr. Kil- 
dare’ (M-G), reviewed in VARIETY, 
Oct. 29. 








Far from being the most preten- 
tious show put on here, Leon Leon- 
idoff’s four-part revue still has sev- 
eral bright spots and enjoys good 
staging, pace and lighting. Show is 
billed as ‘Autumn.’ Good settings 
are by Bruno Maine; excellent light- 
ing is by Eugene Braun, with special 
luminous color effects for one num- 
ber by Stroblite; costuming, gener- 
ally in good taste, is by Willa Van 
and Marco Montedoro. 

Rockettes are favored by the spe- 
cial luminous Strobolite lighting in 
a weird, novelty routine exceedingly 
well done for unusual effects. With 
portions of the girls bodies not sub- 
ject to the radium-type lighting, 
one of the illusions is dancing legs 
that are far apart. Roa) ate 

Xylophone solo by Yoichi Hiraoka 
is the curtain-raiser, serving also for 


comedy. 
Whole scene supposed to suggest 
Hallowe'en, Opening sequence, 


‘Woodland Nocturne,’ is in a pretty 
setting, with falls and other scenery 
as background for Sylvia Manon and 
Co. This is a four-people adagio act 
that’s one of the best of its kind. 
Now a bit old-fashioned but as per- 
formed by this troupe still very 
thrilling. ; 

A woods background and hunting 
flavor with, of course, the Hunting 
Song included, figures for the Glee 
Club, led by James Morrison. Glee 
club members are in bright, hunting 
clothes and background for the close, 
which features the ballet corps and 
the oldtime vaude act of Jay and 
Lou Seiler, novelty dancers.on semi- 
circular skis. Drill portion of the 
Seiler routine is a bit slow. 

Business light Thursday eo ). 

Tr. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 29. 
Jans & Lynton with Frank Brooks, 
Buddy Doyle, Carroll & Howe, Marc 
Ballero, Sophisticated Ladies Trio, 
Verne Buck house orch, House Line; 
‘Speed te Burn’ (20th). 








Routine show that will get routine 
biz. Fair trade in for last show 
Friday (28). 

Good dancing turn, Jans and Lyn- 
ton, gets the show away nicely, 
exhibiting good showmanship and 





rhythm in several dance numbers, 
especially a rag-doll item. Frank 
Brooks in-betweens with tapping and 
semi-acrobatics. Long turn has 
much merit. Suitable for theatres 
or niteries. 

Buddy Doyle has some poor po- 
litical gags and a weak song about 
stooges that gets him away slowly. 
But he comes back strong towards 
the windup with his pops. With a 
couple of brighter jokes Doyle fig- 
ures for surefire results anytime. 
He’s got plenty of showmanship and 
a bit of brushing up on his material 
would make him a natural. 

Jean Carroll is loaded with com- 
edy personality and she remains a 
great bet for topnotch rating. 
Teamed with Bud Howe, they 
make a good va ile comedy 
nn es he Howe La ) 
most of his former 
it down to comedy challenge a 
with his partner. He’s not a par- 
ticularly good straight, but gets 
by easily enough on appearance and 
plugging. 

Mare Balero approximates the 
voices of a dozen various names, 
with the impersonations being close 
enough to be identified by most of 
the audience. All right for the 
family trade if he doesn’t wear ’em 
out. 

Three Sophisticated Ladies make 
repeated attempts to get laughs with 
their prattfalls. It’s disorganized 
ee leading to jumbled re- 
sults. 

House line works well, as ever, 
and this week comes through with 
two excellent numbers to rate as the 
bright spot of the show. Gold. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Oct. 28. _ 

Ina Ray Hutton Orch, Sonny. & 

Shirley Dall, Bob King, Bobby Pin- 

kus & Ruth Foster, Winsted Boys 

(2) & Elaine Merrit, Hollywood Jit- 

terbugs (8), Sam Kaplan house orch; 
‘Under the Big Top’ (Mono). 


Boxoffice returns indicate that 
name bands bring heated action at 
the turnstiles here. This week it’s 
Ina Ray Hutton carrying the 
marquee weight. 

Miss Hutton’s band gets things 
under way with a swing ey, in- 
cluding several instrumental solos. 
Band on most of the time. On next 
are Sonny and Shirley Dall, flash 
dance team. Offer three different 
routines, including a shag, for big 
applause. Miss Hutton vocals ‘So 
Help Me’ to garner an enthusiastic 
salvo. im pe rhe e 

Bob King, ventriloquist, scores 
solidly. Uses two dummies, a, femme 
Charlie MeCarthy and a midget 
sailor. Pulls in the palm patter 








when he sings through the medium 
of his dummies. Miss Hutton back 
again for a rendition of “You Go to 
Mv Head.” nicely received. Band 
next, giving several instrumental- 
ists a chance to go before the mike, 
Winsted Boys (2) and Elaine Mer- 
rit vocal to the accompaniment of 
the boys’ guitars. Click nicely with 
‘We Found Love,’ ‘Small Fry’ and 
‘Pocketful of Dreams.’ 
Bobby Pinkus, comedian, assisted 
by Ruth Foster, fills the next-to- 
closing spot. Gal, fair loeker, does 
a fast tap. Pinkus is a high-voltage 
laugh-getter. Versions of a crooner 





making love to a mike and of a 
punchdrunk boxer are big clicks. | 
Gags are borderline. 

The Hollywood Jitterbugs, four | 
couples, close strong. One of the 
lads mixes acrobatics with his 
dancing. 


Biz good. Eck. 


|the show’s 
| along nimbly and the general results 


STATE, N. Y. 





Rudy Vallee Orch, Caryl Gould, 
Bob Neller, Vic Hyde, Ames & Arno, 
Doris Dupont, Gentlemen Songsters; 
‘Too Hot to Handie’ (M-G). 


When caught (Thursday evening's 
initial performance) the stage show 
was quickly dusted off. It ran but 
37 minutes. Schedule called for 48, 
also somewhat under par for the 
house. Even with the clip, Rudy 
Vallee and his bandmen were al- 
lowed but 20 minutes to make the 
NBC studios in Radio City and get 
set for their Standard Brands broad- 
cast, 


Shearing undoubtedly worked to 
good. Things moved 





were punch entertainment. Vallee 
triples from song to m.c.’ing and to 
eceasional juggling of the baton and 


|he introduces something different in 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Sportsdom dominates new show 
here, with eight football games 
crisply handled and two reels grab- 
bing pictures of Sweepstakes winners 
in New York. Embassy newsreel 
crew and Ted Webbe handle a ‘man 
in the street’ interview on Dewey- 
Lehman governorship race, which 
represents ace showmanship. Even 
Japan’s conquests in China are 
shoved into the background as these | 
topics click with Embassy crowd. 

Gridiron procession is topped by | 
Paramount's comparison of profes- | 
sional football with the college game, | 
N. Y. Giants-Brooklyn contest last 
Sunday (23) and Stanford-Southern 
California battle being employed for 
contrast. Shrewd editorial handling 
and clever editing make clip stand 
out. First, the sensational passing 
and systematic line play of profes- 
sionals is dramatically pictured. 
Sports fans get the idea there’s not 
as much needless body contact or 
muddled plays as in college battles, 
especially when the California fray 
immediately follows. Point is illus- 
trated on a Stanford punt as So. 
California safety man lets it bounce 
away from him, then it continues to 
bounce crazily on past the goal line 
and results in a two-point safety for 
Stanford. Huge crowds, cheer lead- 
ers and something of the ol’ college 
try is also depicted. 

Ed Thorgersen comments for 
Movietone on Dartmouth-Harvard, 
Pitt-Southern Methodist, Santa 
Clara-Arkansas and Villanova-De- 
troit games without becoming tire- 
some. Camera grabs a graphic pic- 
ture of the terrific drive of Pitts- 
burgh’s backs in the game with 
Southern Methodist and its well exe- 
cuted passes, Feature shot at Santa 
Clara-Arkansas contest is headlong 
dive of a Razorback for a toucrdown. 
Pigskin game followers see easily 
who’s Navy’s star in Princeton-Navy 








tie as Wood smashes opponent’s line 
to shreds (News of Day). Pathe uses 
closeups but not too effectively on 
Columbia-Penn affair. 

Unconscious humor and dry quips 
produce biggest laughs of program, 
Most spontaneous laughter results 
from Par’s treatment of Sweeps’ vic- 
tors, particularly when wife (out of 
camera range) prompts husband’s 
speech and again when a wife re- 
ceives sotto voce aid from her mate. 
Lew Lehr interviews two winners in 
s— fashion for moderate re- 
urns, 


Again unrestrained laughs are pro- 
duced in by-play of New York news- 
paper writers appearing on ‘Infor- 
mation, Please’ radio program, cap- 
tured smartly by Pathe. Sign-off 
verse-song by one participant is a 
pip. Boston jitterbugs’ contest also 
evokes smiles as done by Movietone. 

‘Man in street’ interview (tabbed 
Public Forum No. 1) doubtlessly is 
an expensive proposition but heartily 
received. About eight, four for 
Dewey and four for hman, inter- 
viewed on why they were for their 
favorites. 


Capture of Chinese key cities (N. 
of D.) is timely even though clip 
contains familiar material that has 
come over from the Orient in past 
year. No specific city is identified. 
However, it’s neatly put together and 
well-narrated and made more vivid 
by charts explaining terrific drive to 
key cities by Japanese. 

Italian troops are shown with- 
drawing in big lots from Spain (Fox). 
Not a hiss from the audience. Same 
reel shows giant bombers from Lang- 
ley field, Virginia. Universal pro- 
duces a novel anti-aircraft tank. Par 
points to the business upturn with 
men reeled as they return to work at 
Detroit auto ao with optimistic 
interview with Knudsen, motor car 
exec. Ford's back-to-farm project 
for youths is nicely covered by Pathe. 


Remarkable parade of latest furs 
on beauteous models is trimly 
handled by Universal.. Same news- 
reel has Paris auto show. Par makes 
a comprehensive coverage of Joseph 
V. Connelly awarding medals to crew 
that brought flaming plane down 
-safely without loss of life, with a sly 
plug for ‘men with wings,’ inci- 
dentally name of Par’s new feature. 

Billiards played on a crack train 
(with train named) provides novel 
shot for Pathe. Rodeo performers 
putting on an outdoor show for 
Bellevue hospital (N. Y.) crippled 
youngsters is effective human inter- 
est yarn by Universal. Universal 
also does nice job covering iron lung 
patient leaving Chicago for Florida. 
Roosevelt is shown inspecting his: 
model house by Fox. Wear. 





| rhythm. 
|whack from Bob Neller, 


smack curtains, the dramatic recita- 
tien, ‘Where To?’ which he and Jack 
Osterman authored. The _ piece, 
which stresses the woes of a big 


Cowboys. 
vocalists, but strictly a hillbilly quin- 





| 





real wallop and flashes a lot of 
showmanship and ability. 
Bartholomew in uces Cass, 
Owen and Topsy, two femmes and a 
man, who mop up with their knock- 
about acrobatics. Gals clock plenty 
of laughs on their physical disorder, 
letting the s.a. go hang. Wind up 
with a slow-motion jumbie of legs, 
heads and arms that’s a howl. 
Their exit brings on Bartholomew 
for his from-stage-to-secreen talk 
with Miss Garland and Mickey Roo- 
ney, a smart piece of business. Clos- 
ing are Texas Jim and his Lone Star 
Good instrumentalists and 


tet in western style. Inject a bit of 
comedy patter, which doesn’t hurt, 
and their repertoire is good, corny 


hoke. 


Biz just fair. Cohen. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 
Henry Busse Orch, Ella Logan, 
Shirley Lloyd, Jean Florian, Joe & 


city taxidriver, lends itself perfectly | Jane McKenna, Don Houston, Ker- 
to Vallee’s talents, and the sendoff | nan & Ingram, Lou Schrader house 


it got was noisily unanimous. 
Efforts of the Gentlemen Song- 
sters, a foursome, are confined to 
the open vocal bit. Pert, little Doris 
Dupont drifts in next for an eye 
and ear tickling mixture of hardshoe 
Comedy gets its first 
ventrilo- 
quist whose technique leaves little 
wanting. With a dummy dubbed 
Dizzy Dugan as the alter ego, Neller 
tosses off a uniformly diverting as- 
sortment of wisecracks, plies tongue- 
tripping nursery rhymes and rounds 


out the routine by whistling a tune | 


in two octaves. Neller’s was a sock 


getaway. 

Following inning goes to Caryl 
Gould, Vallee’s latest protege. i 
addition to brunet looks, girl has a 
voice and a style that proves adept 
at. either torch or rhythm interpre- 
tation. Two numbers suffice to dis- 
close plenty promise and to pile up 
lots of applause. 


Elsie Ames and Nick Arno make 
every second of their knockabout 
routine: count for laughs. Nothing 
seems left to chance. Also, a mid- 
sector walloper is the encore which 
the distaff side of the act centers 
around Valee. She does not pratt- 
fall after another just so that Vallee 
will assist her to her feet but much 
to her chagrin it’s her partner who 
repeatedly assumes the task. Even 
without this well-developed bit it 
would have been all hands up for 
the pair. 

Vic Hyde takes his next-to-finish- 
ing assignment in stride and with 
Vallee rooting for him in the back- 
ground, proves that they will go for 
a brass barrage in a big way if the 
pace is fast and the accompanying 
patter is half-way funny. Hyde still 
toots three trumpets at a time and 
tells ’em about his father’s flour 
business in Niles, Mich. 

Odec. 


Business was good. 
STANLEY, PITT 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 
Freddie Bartholomew, Boy Foy, 
Toy & Wing, Cass, Owen & Topsy, 
Texas Jim Lewis & Lone Star Cow- 


boys (5), Dave Broudy house orch 
(16); ‘Hard to Get’ (WB). 


Strictly vaude and in the groove. 
Although Dave Broudy’s house or- 
chestra quits the pit for the plat- 
form, there’s no effort to run off the 
show in presentation style, the band 
merely supplying the acts with music 
and letting it go at that. Manage- 
ment might have stuck in a femme 
warbler with the crew, dressed the 
boys more informally, let them do a 
couple of numbers on their own and 
gpl the whole layout consider- 
ably. 


Stanley’s a funny house. Best 
turns around can pile on in quick 
succession and just get by. On the 
other hand, stick them in front of a 
snappy musical outfit and they’re all 
big clickers. Not that Broudy doesn’t 
do all right, but he doesn’t have a 
chance and might just as well be do- 
ing his stint in the pit. Layout also 
needs a showmanly m.c. 

While Freddie Bartholomew’s okay 
on that end, he merely clips out the 
announcements and doesn’t pull the 
show together properly. Should stick 
exclusively to his own specialty, a 
shrewdly-conceived turn. 

Opening show saw him slightly be- 
hind eight ball, however, because 
nobody realized that a screen shot 
in his act was also in the trailer of 
his new picture, ‘Listen Darling’ 
(M-G), coming to Stanley next week, 
trailer of which went on right ahead 
of show. Judy Garland was in both. 
Coming attraction was quickly 
yanked, though, and film moppet 
found the going easier after that. 
Conversation sounds a little too 
cocky for one so young and he might 
wisely bend a little in the other di- 
rection. Otherwise a click personal. 

Opener is Boy Foy, a standard 
sock for a couple of years now. 
Juggles while speeding about the 
stage on, first, a low unicycle and 
then a tall one. When caught, how- 
ever, Foy was off form, missing 
flock of tricks and not gathering in 
his usual returns. Followed by Toy 
and Wing, Chinese dancing couple in 











a crackerjack session. More than 


‘| just novelty here, for team pack a 


| 
| 





orch; ‘Five of a Kind’ (20th). 

Earle show this sesh has almost 
as much talent as last week’s, but is 
better knit for 60 fairly entertain- 
ing minutes, It’s almost entirely jit- 
terbug fare, but on a broad enough 
base to take care of practically any- 
one’s taste. Marquee power, never- 
theless, is really only a draw for the 
jive-nuts, but that seems enough in 
swing-crazy Philadelphia these days. 
Biz good. ‘ 

Skipping away with top honors is 
Ella Logan, Seotch lass. Femme has 
nice pipes, but her strength lies in 


| her personality and ability to sell. 











Also has a trick manner of slipping 
into a thick brogue that’s extremely 
ingratiating. Opens with ‘You Be- 
long to Me,’ goes into a patter ditty, 
‘Kid Named Joe,’ swell, atlhough 
overlong; ‘What Can the Matter Be,’ 
‘Loch Lomond’ and Scotch folk song. 

Tunes of Henry Busse’s 15-man 
crew in line for posies. Plenty 
swingy, without being extreme. 
Maestro has a peculiar personality 
that’s generally appealing. Doubles 
as m. c. His build-up of acts is 
usually only so-so, though sometimes 
little touches of his humor enhance 
his m.c.’ing. Band is considerably 
aided, too, by the swell set. 

Chirper with the crew is Shirley 
Lloyd, fair looker, with a light, 
torchy voice. Best on the fasties, 
particularly a swing ‘Hallelujah.’ 
Don Houston, guitarist with the band, 
likewise pretty good in mimics of 
Vallee, Crosby, Richman and Ted 
Lewis warbling. 

Other acts not with the band in- 
clude Jean Florian, juggler, and Joe 
and Jane McKenna, knockabout 
comics. Florian nothing exceptional 
in his ball spinning and _ tossing. 
showed a few flashes and missed a 
flock of others at show caught. Fails 
to use the misses as a showmanly 
build-up for a trick when and if it 
finally does work. If he doesn’t 
catch the ball he just gives up, 
switching to something else. McKen- 
nas work hard, patter, hoof and toss 
themselves around. Mildly amusing. 
His drunk imitation best. 

Also added this sesh are winners 
of the jitterbug contest recently con- 
cluded by Warner Bros. Local kids 
billed as. Kernan and Ingram. Click 
solidly with the jive trade. Lad con- 
siderably outshines his partner at 
terping, while she exhibs the only 
showmanship between. the two. 
Band's ‘Day Is Done’ theme, as a 
finle, is good. Herb. 


HIPP, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Oct. 30. 
Bert Walton, Lathrop Bros. & 
Virginia Lee (3), Three X Sisters, 
Stroud Twins, 5 Jewels; ‘Room Serv- 
ice’ (RKO). 








There’s plenty of fancy verbiage 
being ‘spilled here currently with 
Bert Walton and the Stroud Twins 
tossing off polysyllabic nifties all 
over the place to round out a well- 
paced, satisfactory layout. Walton, 
who m.c.’s, keeps matters moving 
swiftly. 

eee, Lathrop Bros and 
Virginia , two mart lads in tails, 
ably assisted by femme, is unison tap 
and rhythm hoofery, giving setup a 
lift from the start. Do two smooth 
routines to big returns and set good 
niche for the Three X Sisters in the 
deuce. Sisters harmonize special ma- 
terial built around ‘A-Tisket,’ fol- 
lowed by their standard ‘You Too 
Can Be the Life of the Party’ in 
which they imitate a variety of 
musical instruments. Encore with 
swingy ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ 

Stroud Twins garner plenty of 
laughs with their skillful fancy talk, 
closing with fair hoofing. Boys have 
developed a smooth, punchy delivery 
and -ecent radio buildup evidences 
itself on their entrance reception. 
Their bows are somewhat deadpan 
and an applause dampener, though. 

Walton, utilizing his frail stooge 
for a constant stream of funny talk, 
is solid. Vocals ‘Where Are You’ and 
‘Starlight’ well and generally gets 


by on his excellent showmanship. | 


Five Jewels had a hard time getting 
started in the closing spot at this 
catching, but caught on with flashy 
club swinging for a fast, ideal chaser. 
Biz good, Burm. 


—aa 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Mark Warnow Orchestra, Ray- 
mond Scott Quintet, Maxine Sulli- 
van, Ann Miller, Senor Wences; 
‘Men with Wings’ (Par) reviewed in 
Variety Oct. 26. 





A strong show at the Broadway 
Par this week, plus a good action 
film. Combo augurs extraordinary 


business. Extraordinary also is the 
fact that all five acts listed above 
qualify under Variety's New Acts, 
although none is wholly new to 
show biz. The turns are culled from 
radio, nitery and films, but not re- 
corded in the files, hence, the de- 
tailed reviews elsewhere in this is- 
sue. 


Show is brightly paced and holds 
plenty of b.o. appeal through . its 
combination of radio, disk and screen 
rep. Warnow is the CBS maestro; 
Raymond Scott came te attention 
via the platters, plus also his 20th- 
Fox filmusical chores; the dusky 
Maxine Sullivan’s swinging of the 
Scotch airs is likewise renowned on 
wax and in the 52d street bistros. 


Also from the cafes is Senor 
Wences, remarkable comedy ven- 
triloquist who doesn’t require the 
current ‘Charlie McCarthy’ (Edgar 
Bergen) vogue to help his cause 
along, although that shouldn’t hurt. 
Ann Miller, who played the ballet 
dancer in Columbia's ‘You Can't Take 
It With You,’ is the Hollywood re- 
cruit who now rates ‘dancing star’ 
billing. She's a comely, shapely 
tapster. 

The five turns blend well and, in 
combination with the aviation pic- 
ture (color), the Par is off to another 
good two or three weeks’ takings. 

Abel. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Teddy Hill orch with Melba Smith, 
Slim & Slam, Lillian Mack, Nathane 
Bros., Abdeen & Ravita, Sandy 
Burns, Johnnie LaRue, George Wilt- 
shire, Vivian Harris, House Line 
(16); ‘Bulldog Druminond in Africa’ 
(Par). 





Apollo slips this week. What 
looks like a natural for its audi- 
ences on paper, fails dismally and 
has to be rescued by house line. 
Bringing on the line during the final 
band act, a practice here, is usually 
an anti-climax. Tables are reversed 
currently, however, the line hypo- 
ing the efforts of Slim and Slam and 
Teddy Hill’s orchestra. 


Trouble not only lies with Hill 
and Slim and Slam. Listlessness 
ermeates almost the entire bill. 
hat, of course, is excepting the line, 
which has brushed up on its terps 
and really seems to enjoy itself on- 
stage. Opener is in Hallowe’en mo- 
tif, using the girls and Lillian Mack, 
Latter is a fancy flipper, who wastes 
no time convincing of her acro abil- 
ity. Appearance helps, too. 


Appropriately costumed hula num- 
ber by the line is too long. That's 
one of the major objections to the 
production here. This layout sets 
the stage for Abdeen and Ravita’s 
interpretive contribution. It's a 
tropical Apache, which graduates to 
the heartbreak side when the male 
flattens the gal for keeps. Passion 
mixture involving the removal of 
several fig leaves, leaving the girl 
in G-string, goes over. However, bit 
is overdone to the point of unwit- 
ting comedy and bows off with little 
appreciation. 


In the deuce are the Nathane Bros. 
Their novelty turn is in acro and 
strong man style. Boys open doing 
rolls and flips, etc. while scraping 
and plunking a guitar and violin. 
Discard the instruments: for the 
heavier stuff, which encompasses 
overhead balancing, head stan 
such, while easing in as much com- 
edy as possible via the beating taken 
by the under half. 


Hill’s orchestra, which beats it out 
for Harlem jitterbugs at the Savoy 
ballroom, shifts from pit to stage 
during a comedy bit. Aggregation 
has a good name among Harlemites, 
but shows no reason for it here. Se- 
lections could be better, too, few 
numbers being in the popular vein. 

Outfit is composed of three trum- 
pets, two trombones, four sax, an 
four rhythm, including the leader, 
who lips a sax occasionally. Of the 
bunch, there are only one or two 
solo standouts. Spotlight finds the 
drummer, Kenny Clark, close to the 
finale for a vibraphone solo, which 
imparts some life to the crew. His 
stuff on the skins also stands out. 


_ Slim and Slam do their stuff dur- 
ing the band’s turn. Pair seem to 
catch the attitude of the orchestra 
and leave the payees cold until they 
go into ‘Tutti Fruiti.. This signals 
the entrance of the girls and a gen- 
eral brightening up. Customers, 
who evidently are hungry for swin 
which is not forthcoming from Hill, 
howled and blistered palms, bring- 
ing the girls back three times at this 
catching. When only two of the 16 
did a duet there’s also a cheer. 
Melba Smith is band’s vocalist and 
n.s.g. 


Comedy is not strong this week. 
| Lines up Sandy Burns, Johnnie La- 
_Rue and straights George Wiltshire 
and Vivian Harris. Best is a police 
| Precinct skit immediately preceding 
the band. 





| 
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‘prison Break’ (U), ‘Springtime in 
Rockies’ (Rep). 


ince the Folly dropped its dressi- 
os and went back to the five-piece 
pit crew, replacing Ted Eddy’s staged 
nine pieces, show has suffered to 
some extent, It’s a little difficult 
for acts and audience to become ac- 
climated to the current band due to 
its humdrum, monotonous beat. 
‘Acts, however, usually fairish here, 
ar? improved over recent weeks. 


ret. standard vauder, Ray Hughes 
iy promising at first not slow 
up the bill with gag-embellished 
introes but holds to that only until 
his own turn, Otherwise, show is 


speedy. 

" scottresiiers Diaz and Powers 
have undergone several changes 
during lifetime. Formerly three girls 
and male, turn is now mixed duo 
doing satisfactory wire-walking. 
Most of it is old stuff with male 
carrying much of the load at first 
with his wire-dancing and _ rope- 
skipping. _Girl’s main contribution 
after couple of splits is her barefoot 
routine, a very unusual stunt which 
goes over, ; 

Harriett Hutchins, in the deuce, 
still impresses as just missing the 
smart stuff with her mimicry. She 
also has changed her act somewhat 
though still opening clad in night- 
gown and nightcap to sing about 
being the much-maligned farmer's 
daughter. Turn is still basically 
same as formerly. She also does 
takeoff on drunken femme, but fun- 
niest bit is, oddly enough, the an- 
cient gag of getting herself yanked 
offstage by concealed person. She 
does not quite hit the mark with 
her torch-singer characterization. 
Her male piano acompanyist further 
detracts with his deadpan, lifeless 
delivery. ; 

Stanley Bros. accelerate the bill 
with their acro-tumbling. Literally 
wiped up the stage with themselves 
in one of the fastest acts of its kind. 
They work all the old and plenty 
new rolls and twists. Finale with 
pinwheels, hurdling, somersaults and 
what have you after one does a 
drunk roll topped by bouncing into 
a strawhat and picking it up with 
his head without stopping and with- 
out aid of hands. 


Hughes goes through same old 
hoke and prattfalling. Still works 
with a stout femme who takes a 
mild shoving, still swings l¥room 
and does hat tricks, in addition to 
using standard props for most of his 
laughs. Gets tiresome only when 
broken up with poor material that 
seems to be adlibbed, In fact, whole 
turn needs pacing. 


Final act, the vet Mann, Dupree 
and Lee, two boys and girl, could 
close almost any show well but they 
seem lost in this nabe house. Act 
is too ultra for such a location. 
Combine everything of the dance, 
working together, as mixed team 
and in solos. Single boy is a supple 
contortionist terper who has con- 
siderable polish. Would close with 
a bang elsewhere. Here act is ap- 
preciated only for apparent labor 
and not for thought put into the 
act, tinoff being applause for nseudo 
shag bowoff. Biz oke. Hurl, 


Reay, Salt Lake City 


t Salt Lake City, Oct. 28. 

The Four Planets, Tony de Marco, 
Hank Bussey; Four. St. Claire Sis- 
ters,» Linn. Mayberry, Bill_ “Floor 
roy orch (4); ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col). 











Quintet of fleshers currently at 
the Roxy, except one act, fails to 
click, Outstanding efforts con- 
tributed by the Four Planets, trio of 
men and a femme, specializing in 
ogle-appealing acrobatics and strong- 
arm stuff, 

Forty-five minuter is m.c.d by 
Linn Mayberry, femme with zany 
notions. She also blows a harmonica 
and whistles energetically. 

Bill Floor’s four-man_ pit band 
oi-oi through the Lambeth Walk ef- 
fectively during which Butch Holt’s 
tympanics scintillate. 

Tony de Marco, attired in a flashy 
bellhop uniform, opens and his tap- 

ing, plus an infectious smile, sell 

im easily. Tops act off by Bo- 
jangles’ famed staircase toe-stabs. 
..Miss Mayberry on next, reading 
Sugar Blues,’ followed by a whist- 
ling mimicry of a domestic situation. 
Latter stint unique, but her imper- 
sonations of sound effects n.s.h. 


Two sets of twins, individuall 
talented and lookers in their mene 
pet costumes, comprise the St. 
Claire Sisters, whose forte includes 
terping, vocalizing and instrumental 
workouts. Their precision dancing 
in varied tempos catch fancy. Re- 
maining efforts are clanging a 
couple of marimbaphones. while 
pop gee — net “a a couple 

calls. ey respon i i 
Tiger Rag’ y pond with a torrid 

Hank Bussey’s potpourri fails to 
uncork anything genuinely enter- 
taining, although his Indian-club 
routines help salvage the act. Could 
do well to shave the old gags and 
stick to the clubs. 

The Four Planets, excellent ex- 
amples of A-l physical culture, 
present six flashy minutes of di- 
versified muscular stunts. Attrac- 
tive brunette, flanked by three bi- 


when caught. Guss, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 28. 
Three Swifts, Sid Page & Co. 
Maurice & Betty Whalen, Frank 
Payne, Jane Turner, Dorothy Byton 
Girls (12); ‘Brother Rat’ (WB). 








House has taken five acts and line 
of girls and worked them into 59 
entertaining minutes of stage fare 
presented as the ‘Vaudeville Vani- 
ties.’ Appearance of Dorothy Byton 
Girls has been split into three spots, 
at opening, center and close. They 
open with tap dance and bicycle 
routine, in which girls ride standard 
wheels in formations, novelty scor- 
ing well. 


Sid Page garners plenty of 
chuckles with his gags and the com- 
edy antics of two femme stooges, 
who look as if they were left over 
from last year’s Halloween party. 
Gals come back in natural mien; 
there’s a tap by one and high kick 
comedy dance by the other. Page 
joins them for dancing finish. 


Byton Girls return to do a colorful 
fan number, serving to introduce 
Maurice and Betty Whalen, youthful 
adagio team. Muscle work of. the 
youngsters is smooth, and appear- 
ance helps, too, putting them in 
solid, 

Frank Payne is another young- 
ster, doing okay impressions, upon 
which he depends solely on his voice 
for effect, ignoring the props used 
by most mimics. He does best by 
Charlie McCarthy and Edgar Bergen, 
also coming close on Uncle Ezra, 
Boake Carter, Fred Allen, Joe E. 
Brown and President Roosevelt. 

Three Swifts juggle Indian clubs, 
getting laughs by creating the im- 
pression they are breaking in a sub- 
stitute, with apparent careless toss- 
ing of the clubs tickling the audi- 
ence. For serious finish they do 
some flashy tossing of the wood. 

June Turner, ‘The Girl in the 
Moon,’ closes with help of Byton 
Girls. Line dances first in illumi- 
nated costumes, then large boom, 
with illuminated moon, is moved out 
over heads of customers, while girl 
sits in center warbling a song. Ef- 
fective curtain. 

Biz good at last show Friday (28). 

f Kiley. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 28. 
Marion Bellett & English Bros., 
Eleanore Whitney, Herbie Kay Orch, 
Roxyettes (16), Jo Lombardi House 
Orch; ‘Brother Rat’ (WB). 








By splitting star billing between 
Eleanore Whitney, from films, and 
Herbie Kay’s orchestra, roping in 
one extra act and mixing everything 
up with the Roxyettes (16), whom 
the house has taken on as a weekly 
feature, productionist Harry Anger 
has whipped up a snappy swing re- 
vue that fits well with feature pic- 
ture. Jo. Lombardi’s pit band plays 
for the three_line numbers, Kay’s or- 
chestra for the specialties and both 
back up each other without ever 
clashing, 

Show .opens with pit crew beat- 
ing out a college medley, leading 
directly into line’s rah-rah mega- 
phone dance. At finish, travellers 
part on Kay’s orchestra, which goes 
into ‘Who -Stole the Jam?’, while 
gals form rhythmic frame for entire 
number. They fade off as band goes 
into ‘Mulberry Bush,” Wynn Fair 
truckin’ on and off without introduc- 
tion to vocal the chorus. King Har- 
vey and guitar come down to center 
mike to give ‘em ‘Cowboy Joe’ and 
Kay introduces Marion Bellett and 
the English Bros, Latter get by with 
knockabout: comedy and acrobatics, 
warming up to fast challenge taps by 
boys and finishing strong with flash 
spins by femme. 

Line takes over again to wow audi- 
ence with deafening~bell number, 
different-toned tinkles being attached 
to gals’ angles, waists and wrists. 
Total sounds like ‘All God’s Chillun 
Got Trouble.’ Kay follows by lead- 
ing his glee club, which consists of 
entire band but pianist, in ‘Dark 
Eyes’ to mild applause. Miss Fair 
is then on, this time with introduc- 
tion, and she goes over nicely with 
‘What Goes On Here?’ 

Four of the line, dolled up in strik- 
ing gold costumes, slide out to chuck 
Kay under the chin, for no apparent 
reason, as he accords nice buildup 
for Miss Whitney, who bounces out 
in black, spangled pajamas and goes 
into smooth tap to ‘Pocket Full of 
Dreams.’ She again scores with a 
clever tap-without-music, makes a 
weak thank you speech -and finally 
swings to ‘Flat Foot Floogee’ to get 
sock hand. 

Fuzzy Combs steps out from band 
to warble ‘Small Fry,’ which is too 
much of a letdown after ‘Floogee,’ 
but remains at footlight mike to do 
‘You Go to My Head’ as line, decked 
in powder blue chiffon gowns and 
sock red capes, swishes through 
swing ballet that ties everything to- 
gether into spectacular finale. Kay 
and Miss Whitney step through cur- 
tains for joint bow and everybody 





goes home happy. 


Biz okay. Craig. 





with Vic and LaMarr, Caprino Sis- 
ters (3), House Line, Judy Conrad 
house orch; ‘Smashing Rackets’ 
(RKO), 


Carrying a brace of headliners, the 
Tower this week has a flavor entire- 
ly different from those of the past 
several weeks. Main divergence is 
supplied by Gene Autry, film cow- 
boy, and Co., including Frankie Mar- 
So Carl Cotner and Champion, trick 

orse, 


Following in the wake of swing 
bands, sophisticated music name 
bands and ballroom dancers, the 
Autry act, which shows several 
rough spots, gets by mainly on 
Autry’s rep with the kids, his sing- 
ing and some good performing by 
Marvin, with his comedy and novel- 
ty songs, and by Cotner, with his 
old-time fiddling, 

Act opens with Autry astride 
Champion, but, except for a gaze at 
some slick horseflesh, the equine 
adds little to the act. Banter be- 
tween Autry and Marvin, who opens 
as a plant, although showing some 
fair material, needs extensive 
smoothing. Better pace is shown 
later when Marvin and Cotner work 
with Autry on the musical numbers. 

El Brendel, with wife, Flo Burt, 
s-ares headline honors and works 
his comedy dialog next to closing. 
He sticks to his synthetic Swede role, 
familiar to filmgoers, foils with his 
partner and closes with a comic 
dance that registers. As a solo head- 
liner in this house Brendel couldn’t 
hold, but as a strong supporting act 
he’s in his niche. 

Dancing and acrobatics are com- 
bined by Keene Twins, gals, and Vic 
and LaMarr, male partners. Their 
work is standard. Caprino Sisters 
(3) vocal, showing a repertoire of 
semi-classical songs. Trio lists two 
adults and a seven-year-old, who has 
possibilities. 

Judy Conrad’s house orchestra is 
on stage and production element is 
left to the house line, the Adorables, 
who show a smooth ballet number 
anc. a western routine in introducing 
Autry. Quin. 


UNIT REVIEWS 
GYPSY ROSE LEE 


(DENVER, DENVER) 


Denver, Oct. 28. 
Gypsy Rose Lee, Jack Durant, 
Trixie, Andrea Marsh, Jack Wil- 
liams, Paul Taylor with Golden Bear 
Sextet, House Line (8), Lionel New- 
man house orchestra, Edna Dodd; 
‘Straight, Place and Show’ (20th) 














Denver is turning out big for 
Gypsy Rose Lee. She has an ex- 
cellent troupe that keeps the crowd 
entertained. Her 20th-Fox film 
career as Louise Hovick (her real 
name) is naturally not overlooked 
in the bally. 

She’s given a telegram build-up 
—it says she is sorry but she has 
been detained in Hollywood — so 
Jack Durant, adroit in sending her 
in, besides doing a top act himself, 


refund to any who wish it but hav- 
ing a few scenes from Miss Lee’s 
next film, asks all to stay and see 
them before demanding the refund. 
Halfway through the trailer Durant 
gains her attention (she’s in the film 
arid he on the stage) and after chat- 
ter back and forth. she _ breaks 
through the paper screen onto the 
stage. Trick entrance wins the 
crowd. 

Comedy chatter between Durant 
and Miss Lee preludes Durant’s act; 
that of impersonating film stars. 
Does his difficult acrobatic novelty 
dance, too, to click and run Miss Lee 
a close second for top honors. 

ga of her strip act has Paul 
Taylor, with Golden Bear Sextet, 
dressed as N.Y. cops of the ’90s, 
handJebar moustaches, etc. Harmon- 
ize old tunes before a huge cover 
of the old Police Gazette, 

With curtains closed, Miss Lee 
then comes on, fully clothed, and 
tells of a strip-teaser’s private life— 
how she started training at the age 
of three, then studied abroad and at 
ritzy U. S. schools—then proceeds 
with her strip, chatting all the 
while. That introductory spiel sug- 
gests imagination. She makes the 
strip seem far less coarse than the 
common acceptance of the burlesque 
turn including, too, bits of humor. 
Finally gets down to three smaller- 
than-usual adhesive patches, The 
act goes over big. 

A juggling click, Trixie, 16-year- 
old, does most of her work with 
large rubber balls, but also uses 
pates freely, balancing and juggling 
with ease. Closes with five rubber 
balls so large she seems barely able 
to hold them before getting started. 

Andrea Marsh, with the line help- 
ing, gets her songs over easily. She 
has plenty of volume. Warbles 
about a trip to Havana to introduce 
line in rhumba number, 

Jack Williams is a_ shuffling 
swingster, mixing it up with truck- 
in’, Starts working with the line 
but ends alone. Smooth and clever. 

Line of eight femmes and the 





Golden Bear sextet open with a 
‘Walking Stick’ routine, work later. 


tells the crowd the management will fi 








——_ WARNOW’S ORCHESTRA 
(16) 
Paramount, New York 

Mark Warnow’s radio band, with 
his ‘blue velvet’ music transplanted 
to the rostrum, is a socko in sight 
as in the microphonic abstract. CBS 
maestro gives out with an ultra 
brand of dansapation which back- 
grounds the hour’s variety show 
current here. 


He has a full symphonized orches- 
tra of 17, backbone of which are a 
sextet of brasses and another team 
of six reeds. He opens with ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime’ and then interrupts 
the sequence. to 


plus the other specialties which us- 
ually punctuate the Par’s presenta- 
tions. But in between Warnow also 
manages handily with such fancy or- 
chestral didoes as the bolero version 
of ‘Tiajuana’ and the other pops. 


Past performances on the air at- 
test to his basic orchestral worth. 
It’s repeated in the flesh, Abel, 


MAXINE SULLIVAN 
Songs 
9 Mins. 
Paramount, New York 

Maxine Sullivan is the colored 
songstress who became something of 
a nationwide figure because of her 
pioneering in the swing-singing of 
the Scotch classics. It stemmed from 
the Onyx Club on New York’s swing 
lane yclept 52d street, when Claude 
Thornhill was her arranger and 
mentor. For a spell the heather 
motif in the Stuff Smith idiom was 
something which the national pe- 
riodicals made much of. All of 
which focused extra attention on the 
polite-looking, young Miss Sullivan 
who possesses a fetching soprano 
which she knows how to utilize 
equally as well, whether with ‘Annie 
Laurie’ and ‘Loch Lomond’ or ‘Go 
to My Head’ and ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 


Miss Sullivan is new to VarIEtTy’s 
New Act files, this being an excur- 
sion into theatre work. She has 
made a couple of pictures during 
her recent Hollywood nitery engage- 
ment at Phil Selznick’s bistro, and 
her version of. W. C. Handy’s classic 
is thus rightfully heralded as being 
from Paramount’s forthcoming ‘St. 
Louis Blues.’ 

The Paramount throws a plaid 
cye effect on the screen to back- 
ground Miss Sullivan’s Scotch swin- 
geroos, but she’s just as effective 
with the other style of pop war- 
bling. She’s doubling from the 
Onyx Club during her Par engage- 
ment. OK on the rostrum, as in 
the cafes, Abel. 


ANN MILLER 
Taps 
Paramount, New York 

Ann Miller does her stuff in a 
band set in two stanzas, finaleing in 
an effective gold-clothed military 
jacket to Raymond Scott’s ‘Toy 
Trumpet’ routine. Her opening 
three routines, one a show-stopper, 
are in the accepted male togs, the 
trousers camouflaging the gams, 
which is all right, too, because it 
heightens the nether display that 
much more for the finale, 

Youngster did the dance bit in Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Can’t Take It With You’ 
and is billed on the strength 
of that. However, on her own as a 
tap specialist she’s very all right. 
Performs with professional eclat, 
looks neat.and registers in great 
style. Her closer is a jitterbug 
specialty only to drum wees 


ED SINCLAIR 


Folly, Brooklyn 

Ed Sinclair is a youngster whose 
taps are run-of-the-mine. A host of 
similar, enterprising lads around the 
vaude time will make it tough for 
him to get by. 

He’s togged in tails and looks good, 
but his smile is set. 


introduce his} 
| brother’s Raymond Scott’s Quintet, 


| him his tags. 
| dian composer, Reginald Foresythe, 


|RAYMOND SCOTT QUINTET (6) 
| 15 Mins.; One (Band Set) 
Paramount, New York 

By now the average radio, film or 
disk fan knows that Raymond 
Scott’s Quintet actually comprises 
six men, with the composer- 
pianist presiding at what looks like 
one of those Hammond electric or- 
gans. His quintet are trumpet, 
clarinet, sax, string, bass and drums, 
Latter is a shade more prominent 
because he gets spotlighting oppor- 
tunities, 


By now, also, it’s no secret that 
|Raymond Scott (nee Harry War- 
now) is Mark Warnow’s brother, 
|So, between the freres Warnow- 
| Scott it’s a smart booking in itself, 


Scott’s unique descriptive com- 
| positions are as uniquely titled, al- 
| though that in itself is not wholly 
| original with Scott, or whoever gives 
The British West In- 





with his ‘Serenade to a Wealthy 
Widow’ and kindred titles, com- 
manded quite some attention that 
way, 

However, without any captious- 
ness as regards Scott’s special gen- 
ius, he has made a fast impress all 
on his own in the past season or two, 
with such tunes as ‘Toy Trumpet,’ 
‘Twilight in hawt ‘Siberian 
Sleighride’ and ‘Powerhouse,’ among 
his outstanders, 

‘Powerhouse’ opens his quintet’s 
specialties in ‘one,’ backed by the 
larger Mark Warnow orchestra. And 
the Paramount theatre. has fittingly 
given the tune a wheel-and-sprocket 
kaleidoscopic backgrounding, just as 
some of the other titular tunes are 
similarly illustrated. 

The boys listen well here as on the 
air, look natty in neat sack suits— 
as against Mark Warnow’s band with 
their tuxes—and the visual rendi- 
tions by the combo make for no 
small appeal. They’re not particu- 
larly spectacular in their showman- 
ship, just letting the Scott tunes and 
styles speak for themselves. Band 
just closed a New York nitery date 
at Le Mirage, refusing to double. ! 
Quintet has just about completed 
the cycle now in one of the fastest 
careers in show biz—disks, radio, 
filmusicals, nitery and now presen- 
tation theatres, Abel, 


SENOR WENCES 
Ventriloquist; Comedy 
11 Mins.; One 
Paramount, New York 

Senor Wences was mis-billed by 
the Paramount in its large display 
ads as “The Wences.’ Made him 
sound like a dance team. 
he’s a strong comedy ventriloquial 
single who also throws in a small 
dash of juggling, but who registers 
most on a cannily paced presenta- 
tion of comedy to blend with his 
voice-throwing. 


York in cafes (he just closed at the 
Club Casanova), but he should find 
even greater scope on theatre ros- 
trums. He walks off the Par stage 
with a resounding personal score, 
working hard, fast and effectively. 

To begin with, his little os 
‘dummy’ is created by staining his 
left hand so that the ‘mouth’ is ac- 
tually the space between his thumb 
and forefinger. A prop wig rounds 
out the illusion. Then comes a 
‘singing lesson’ routine with the 
dummy, said prop also exclaiming 
in Spanish asides when waxing 
cross with her master. She does a 
difficult high soprano while Wences 
indulges in the familiar drinking 
and cigaret smoking as he also es- 
savs the voice-throwing. 

Act really gets going when a prop 
head, making a No. 2 dummy, in a 
box, is also emploved as an inter- 
rupter. The first dummy, however, 
does most of the heckling. esvecially 
when Senor Wences juzgles the odd 
objects and ‘she’ professes to be 
scared, 

Act is a happy blend of comedy 
and generally good pacing. a 





in the Cuban rhumba number, and 
are on for the finale. 

Costumes and scenery are bright 
and new, having been used only for 
the first week in San Francisco. 
Show will get money anywhere. 
House supplies orchestra, line and 
Edna Dodd, organist. 

Business good Friday (28). Rose. 


HARLEM ON PARADE 


(ROXY, SALT LAKE CITY) 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 22. 
Troy Brown, Jimmy Givens Orch 
(13), Hope Kids, Bookie Grene, 
Brown & Brown, Jackie Brown, Rob- 
ert Felder. 








Here’s a sepian flesher capable of 
steering any nabe house into the 
black. For an economical unit, this 
Paul Savoy show is crammed with 
zestful Harlemania. Pair of moppet 
acts bear watching, notably the Hope 
Kids and a limber-legged lad, Rob- 
ert Felder. Troy Brown, roly-poly 
comedian, rates top billing, with 
Jimmy Givens’ orchestra as second- 
spot holder. 

‘Parade’ cast of 22 works hard and 
earns sincere palm-patting. Against 





a red backdrop showing a couple of 
roosters, Givens’ outfit first appears, 


and swings ‘Dipsy Doodle’ in genuine 
style. Leader, who also m.c.’s, is a 
versatile front man, capable of hi-de- 
ho-ing ond terping. 

Ice-breaker features the Hope Kids, 
brother-sister, singing-dancing com- 
bo. Their intricate truckin’ maneu- 
vers smack highly of professional 
gloss, and their harmonizing is ef- 
fective, too. Have to beg off. Band’s 
second number, ‘Chinatown,’ wins fa- 
vor with the swingsters. 

Bookie Grene’s warblings are aided 
by expert arrangements, Stylishly 
gowned femme handles ‘Says My 
Heart’ adroitly, with some torso- 
slinging thrown in to embellish her 
second chorus. 

_Jackie Brown, gravel-voiced, scat 
singer-composer, is featured in two 
songs of his own, ‘Jump, Selassie 
Jump,” and ‘Swingin’ in the Line of 
Swingin.’ ‘Selassie’ contains some 
catchy lyrics, describing the downfall 
of the Ethiopian ruler, 

Miss Grene, spotted again, dishes 
out ‘Please Be Kind.’ She’s in a 
fetching black strapless gown of taf- 
feta. Possesses a keen sense of 
rhythm and understands mike tech- 
nique. 

Robert Felder, who looks about 11, 
appears a trifle bewildered as he 
clogs, but after a rapid warm-up, kid 
loses his stage fright and unleashes 

















(Continued on page 61) 
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Grisman to Survey 


N. Y. and Chi for Road Circuit Idea; 
Would Buy Rights to Bway Shows 


Sam H. Grisman will tour the! 
principal week stands between New | 
York and Chicago for the purpose | 
of the of 
forming a ‘third circuit,’ an idea he 


surveying possibilities 
has been considering since last sea- 
son. Showman proposes a new plan 
for the road which would have the 
operators, or owners of out-of-town 
theatres, participants in productions. 

Central 
rights of Broadway shows 
producers do not contemplate tour- 
ing after the New York engagements. 
He is opposed to sending out dupli- | 
cate companies during the Broadway 
engagements, and in that way re- 
move the supposed stigma of ‘road | 
show’ or ‘number company.’ | 
Grisman believes there are plenty of 


idea is to buy the road 
whose 


two 


capable players willing to tour, pro- 
vided the original cast will not take | 
to the road. 


Original production would be bid! 


for, but the manager prefers to have | 
the out-of-town showmen provide | 
the settings. He figures that if 25) 
such house operators, not necessar- | 
ily located in as many communities, 


would embrace the plan, they would | 
be assured of enough attractions and | 
also participate in the earnings. 


$10,000 Per Show 


Grisman estimates that the cost, 
per production would entail a maxi- | 


mum outlay of $10,000, and if the 
plan eventuates it would mean that 
the total expenditure would be 
$250,000. Coin need not necessarily 
be provided by the local showmen 
alone, but might be raised by drama 
clubs, or civic organizations. Plan 
calls for the pooling of takings of all 
theatres within the proposed circuit. 


Idea is opposed to that of the 


American Theatre Council, which is | 


slated to proceed along different 


| Mayan theatre. | 


Jr. Playwrights Have 





Keys Between 





FTP Clutches ‘Chillun’ 


Los Angeles, Nov. I. 

Plan to move ‘Run Little Chillun’ | 
to San Francisco as a commercial | 
venture definitely off, according 
to George Gerwing, director of the 





is 


} management 


257, WAGE CUT GIVES 
‘KNOW’ A RESPITE 


Provisional notice of closing ‘You 
Never Know,” Winter Garden, New 
York, was taken down following the 
acceptance of a salary cut, agreed 





board. Understood the slice is 25%. 
Cast is topped by Clifton Webb, 
Lupe Velez and Libby Holman. 
Cut becomes effective this week, 
to 
the revue at least two weeks. 


agreeing continue 





Federal Theatre Project in Southern 


California. If it goes to Frisco it | 
will be as a FTP production, he 
said. | 


Play is in its 15th week here, and 
it is estimated that 65,000 persons 
have viewed it since it opened at the | 


' 





Production Idea, But — 
No Follow Through 


Following the successful Broadway 
debut of the five Playwrights Co. with ' 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ followed by | 
‘Knickerhocker Holiday,’ a quintet of 
young dramatists got together and | 
proposed forming the Playwrights, | 
Jr. Young authors proposed to pro- | 
ceed along different lines than those | 
of the senior group composed of | 
Robert E. Sherwood, Maxwell An-| 
derson, Elmer Rice, S. N. Behrman | 
and Sydney Howard. 

Principally agreed on was to pre- | 
sent plays dated in the present, 
rather than with historical back- 
grounds used by the Playwrights; 
also to have nothing whatsoever to; 
do with the managers. Younget 
group addressed a letter to Robert 
Sherwood, whose ‘Lincoln’ jumped 
to the lead among dramas. He is 
said to have replieé to the effect that 
their point was well taken, also to 
send along their scripts for possible 


|}two announced off this 
Costliest flop in the group is ‘Knights 


Heaviest list of the n 
season. totaling six attractions, all but 


closing ew 


one in the red, included four sudden 


departures last Saturday (29) and 


of Song,’ which played two weeks at 


| the 5Ist Street. 





KNIGHTS OF SONG 

Opened Oct. 17, "38. Opin- 
ions of first nighters were di- 
vided on this. Lockridge (Suan), 
said, ‘It makes a charming, 
merry evening.’ Brown (Pest): 
‘Knights is ne more than a very 
superier ship’s cencert.’ ‘Va- 
riety’ (Flin): ‘Has every chance 
ef attracting patronage.’ 











‘Dame Nature’ will try the road 
after six weeks at the Booth, takings 
during that period mostly 
from subscriptions. 


coming 





DAME NATURE 

Opened Sept. 26, 38. Couple 
ef reviewers liked it, but mest 
didn’t. Anderson (Journal- 
American) said: ‘It is what Dr. 
Woollcett deubtiess would call 
rueful.’ Whipple (World-Tele): 
‘On the whole it is entertain- 
ing.. But net for the little lads 
and. lassies to see.’ ‘Variety’ 





production. Since then the juniors 
have done nothing about it, appar- 
ently having lost enthusiasm for the 


lines. Producers are to be asked to | idea. 


submit plans for sending shows to 
the road next season and field men 
are to be sent to various stands, 


where subscription campaigns are to | Gordon 


be conducted. 
enough money could be raised in 
that way to insure producers against 
loss on the road, and they would 
only be taking a chance on the 
amount to be netted. 


It’s expected that! minority interest. 


No seeret that the Playwrights 
formed some managerial contacts, 
with Dwight Deere Wiman and Max 
said to Fave bought a 
Reported, how- 


| showman came 


ever, that a third 
plete productions, in return for 
which there was a booking deal 
made in addition to a managerial 





Grisman is now operating four , Percentage. Another story is to the 
Broadway houses. He was coupled @ffect that another manager with 


with Harry Oshrin and Jack Ki k-| 


land in the Forrest where ‘Tokitco 
Road’ is spotted but is said to have 
sold his rights in the run drama and 
the house lease to the others. Gris- 
man stated that it was principally a 
switch in managing ‘Road.’ He 
added that his agreement called for 
devoting all his attention to the play, 
but that too much time was required 
for other interests, such as the 
theatres and third circuit plan. His 
New York string consists of the 
Fulton, which has a hit, ‘Oscar 
Wilde,’ Windsor, Hudson and Belasco. 
The later spots opened and closed 
with early in-betweeners but two 
will relight this week. 





available houses was propositioned, 
but was unable to supply the re- 
quired capital. 

Playwrights refrained from join- 
ing the League of New York Thea- 
tres, but adhering to the ticket code. 





BASCOM BROKE 

George J. Bascom, former head 
of a ticket brokerage, filed a vol- 
untary petition in bankruptcy Mon- 
day (31) in N. Y. federal court 
placing his liabilities at $60,804 and 
no assets. 

Biggest debts, totaling $32,000, is 
for mortgages on his New Rochelle 
and Bridgehampton, L. I., homes. 








seein 





forth with $35,000 needed to com- |! 


(Ibee): ‘Limited engagement is 
indicated.’ 











‘Case History’ foided at the Lyceum 
after playing a week and two nights 
to lowest takings on Broadway this 
fall. 


'on after a session with Equity’s cuts | 


| Inte Winter Quarters 


people 
| pay fo 





CASE HISTORY 

Opened Oct. 21, 33. Ne dis- 
senters here, all critics epined 
that it was a false start. Cele- 
man (Mirror): ‘Has some merit 
but not sufficient for a success- 
ful play.’ Watts (Herald-Trib): 
‘It’s just an errer.’ ‘Variety’ 
(Ibee): ‘Will be short lived.’ 











‘Missouri Legend’ stopped suddenly 
at the Empire last Saturday, too, 
after six weeks. Fairly good start 
quickly petered out, with average 
takings arcund $6,500, which was dis- 
appointing level. 





MISSOURI LEGEND 


Opened Sept. 19, '33. Opin- 
ions were split here with agree- 
able expressions everbalancins. 
Watts (Herald-Trib): ‘Missouri 
Legend’ is good fun.” Atkinsen 
(Times): ‘Let us say the new 
season has opened.’ Whipple 
(World-Tele): ‘It is not up to 
Mr. MecClintic’s standard as a 

- @ramatic work. ‘Variety’ 
(Ibee): ‘Season’s first click is 








indicated.’ 





‘Madame Capet’ could not get past 


boards at the Cort after seven per- 
formances. Mild press and no biz. 





MADAME CAPET 

Opened Oct. 25, ’38. This Ed- 
die Dowling productien didn’t 
strike the fancy of the review- 
ers. Watts (Herald-Trib) 
labeled it ‘a dull, stodgy and 
undramatie series of episodes.’ 
Celeman (Mirror) said, ‘It’s a 
case of almosi but not quite.’ 








its first weekend, and dropped off the 





‘On Borrowed Time’ is the excep- 


week at the Longacre. Was among 


‘Milwaukee Strawhat 





Milwaukee, Nov. 1. 


vived a strawhat season, are to have 
a permanent theatre for their stock 
preductions. Group consists mainly 
of amateurs, although some have 
| done pro work. Stanley H. Druek 
handles the directing, with assistance 
from Chet Holway. 

Group plans to do a play each 
month, teeing off with Elmer Rice’s 
‘Adding Machine’ Nov. 17. 





Mercury Paying Full 


week end, | 


Salaries on 2 Shows 


For Extra Rehearsais 


Further postponement of ‘Danton’s | 
Death,’ slated to open the Mercury | 


Theatre group’s second season, and 
now due to debut at the former 
Comedy, N. Y., tonight (2), puzzled 
those in show circles. Cast went on 
full salary last week, having over- 
played its rehearsal period. 
Mercury’s “Too Much Johnson’ 
also have been getting full 
r some weeks, show being due 
to alternate with ‘Danton,’ and it is 
| the first time for a managerial or 
| production group to have a roster 
of full salaries in two attractions 
| prior to premiere. 
| At least part of Mercury's financ- 
ing is coming from Orson Welles’ ra- 
| dio earnings, that being emphasized 


{Sunday night (30) over WABC 
when his vivid dramatization of 
iH. B. Wells’ ‘The War Of The 


| Worlds’ was so effective that thou- 
| sands of people in New Jersey and 
| other states believed that a major 
|casualty had occurred. 

‘Danton’ was reported unfavorable 
|after a number of preview per- 
|formances, which may be one rea- 
}son for setting the opening back. 
| Understood that Welles has a com- 
paratively small part. Drama was 
done here at the Century (razed) in 
German in December, 1928, under 
\the title ‘Danton’s Tod.’ Production 
| was stageu by Max Reinhardt and 
| was notable for its mob scenes. 

Mercury has not decided on other 
activities scheduled for this season. 
Included is a play for Burgess Mer- 
edith, who was paid $1,000 in ad- 
vance salary upon signaturing his 
contract. Meredith: is currently on 
| the Coast doing picture work, 


Controversial WPA Play 
To Preem in Newark 


Newark, Nov. 1. 

‘Created Equal’ by John Hunter 
Booth, author of “The Masquerader,’ 
'for Guy Bates Post. will be the first 
production of the WPA Federal 
Theatre of New Jersey this season. 
It is scheduled for the Newark Opera 
House (formerly the Orpheum) Nov. 
12 for a limited engagement. 

‘Created Equal’ caused comment 
recently when a greater part of the 
company rebelled against both the 
play and the director, claiming play 
was un-American, Another group 
retorted with the statement it was 
pro-Roosevelt. Director was re- 
moved after the protest and some 
changes were made in text of play. 

There are 90 in cast and special 
music was eomposed for it by Elie 
Segmeister. 


Pix Hold Own 




















(Continued from page 13) 





,son are making Spanish-language 
, features in the east and in Holly- 
| wood to attract added business in 
| that territory. This is the real tip- 


Garden Players, having safely sur- | 


Pitshergh Colemaist Claims Critics 
OF New York Are Too Leftist 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. 
Blast against New York reviewers 
by Heywood Broun recently had a 
local echo last week in the ‘I Dare 
Say’ column of Florence Fisher 
Parry in Pittsburgh Press. 
newspaperwoman’s 
Broadway after 
| tour and referred specifically to the 
Manhattan critics’ damning of Max- 
| well Anderson’s ‘Knickerbocker Hol- 
| iday.’ 
|} Mrs. charged that 
| stubbornly refused to give any show 
he break unless it had Leftist tend- 
| 
} 
! 


Followed 


return from 





a show-shopping 


Parry 


boys 


encies, writing in part: ‘I suspect the 
| New York critics on an unconscious 
resentment that their erstwhile 
brother, Maxwell Anderson, turned 
‘capitalist’ on them and dared to 
|} puncture the folly and excessive- 
ness of the New Deal with his dead- 
ly and uncompromising pen In 
pet, they sight 
| of this superb workmanship, its in- 


| 


a 
let themselves lose 
| Cisive literature and, more shame- 
| ful still, did not accord its brilliant 
score the praise that even a lay ear 
would recognize as its due.’ 


Columnist was particularly peeved 
by the raves on the other hand, for 
Robert E. Sherwood’s ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,” which she termed in- 
ferior to ‘Knickerbocker Holiday.’ 
She noted, she wrote, that ‘in the re- 
views of ‘Abe Lincoln,’ the critics 
and other Manhattan newspaper 
commentators seemed to take espe- 
cial delight in those passages of the 
play that could be interpreted as 
an apology and a defense for the 
leftist excesses of our political to- 
day.’ 

She concluded that ‘hereafter I 
shall sprinkle heavily with salt the 
drama pages out of the metropolis. 
For I suspect them of a lamentable 
leaning to that which, in theatre- 
fare, coincides most closely with 
their own political and social senti- 
ments, and by the same token I 
suspect them of antagonism to that 
which, on the stage, puts their own 
social sympathies to rout.’ 

Up until a year ago, Mrs. Parry, 
a former actress, was a critic her- 
self on the Press, sharing the re- 
viewing duties of both films and 
plays with drama ed, Kaspar Mona- 
han. At that time, however, follow- 
ing a flare-up with the management, 
she was removed from the theatri- 
cal page and confined to her regular 
daily ‘I Dare Say’ column on the 
first page of the second section. She 
still contributes a Sunday theatre 
column, but only on matters of gen- 
eral interest. Reviewing for Press 
is all done exclusively by Monahan 
now. 


Her praise for ‘Knickerbocker 
Holiday’ was unstinted. Mrs. Parry 
called it ‘the most intelligent and 
brilliant play of the season.’ 


Bannister Admits He 
Owes Ursula Jeans 
$1,850 Back Salary 


Harry C. Bannister, former hus- 
band of Ann Harding, picture star, 
filed a confession of judgment yester- 
day (Tues.) in N. Y. supreme court 
for $1,850 in favor of Frank Gill- 
more, head of Actors Equity, as 
assignee of Ursula Jeans, London 
actress, 
| The debt is an outcome of Ban- 
| nister’s attempt as a producer in 
1932. Bannister and the Harbon Pro- 
ductions, Inc., booked the actress to 
play the lead in a play Bannister 
planned to produce, titled ‘Late One 
Night.” The contract guaranteed 
Miss Jeans first class passage from 














off as to the uptrend in these na-| Los Angeles to London and $800 


| tions, because it means that produc- 
‘ers here are willing to sink coin into 


: : NE ee additional productions and still think | 
tion, it being in its 40th and final | they can show a profit in that terri-| New York and she was paid two 


| weeks’ 


tory. 





the best of last season’s straight plays| . Idea that no market outside of 


weekly for not less than four weeks. 
Her fare was paid from the Coast to 


salary when informed the 


| show was off. She instituted suit for 
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and netted goodly profits, averaging 
over $14,000 until warm weather ar- 
rived. 








| America is so small that it can be! the balance of $1,850, including the 

| overlooked is the policy maintained | price of boat fare to London. Later 

| by most successful firms distributing | she assigned the job of collecting the 
in the foreign field. ‘money to Gillmore. 

















t lieved former members of the Artis- 
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Refugee Germans Believed Behind 


Movement for Intl. Actors Union 


Movement to form an_ interna- 
tional association of actors and per- 
formers of all branches of the pro- 
fession is being pushed from the 
headquarters of the International 
Artists League, Amsterdam, Holland. 
Those in back of the plan are be- 


ten Loge, German artists organiza- 
tion forced to leave that country 
when Hitler abolished unions, 

While the IAL aims to extend its 
association internationally, under- 
stood that it would function prin- 
cipally in Europe. However, tie-ups 
with American actor-artists. unions 
are hoped for. Aims of the IAL, ' 
which was proposed about one year | 
ago, are set forth in English, Ger- | 
man and French: | 

Article 1—Name and Headquar- 
ters: | 

(1). The International Artists’ | 
Organization of all countries shall 
be called the International Artist | 
League (IAL); its headquarters shall | 
be at Amsterdam (Holland), or such 
other place as may be determined 
by the executive committee. 


Article 2.—Objects and Means: 

(2). The objects of the Interna- 
tional Artist’s League are the link- 
ing up of national artists’ unions into 
a strong international federation in 
order to: 

Safeguard internationally their in- 
terests. Fight against abuses pre- 
vailing in the profession in the inter- 
est of the artists; the common well- 
being of the artists all over the 
world; promote international soli- 
darity. 

(3). 





The League shall endeavor to 


attain the above-mentioned objects | 


by: Establishing agreements between 
the various national organizations; 
establishing and strengthening or- 
ganizations in those countries where 
artists’ organizations do not exist, or 
where they are in a weak state, fos- 
tering attempts at amalgamation in 
those countries where more than one 
organization of artists exists, in order 
that in each country one organization 
of artists may be formed; compiling 
data with regard to salaries and con- 
ditions of engagement of artists in 
the various countries; compiling data 
with regard to legislation existing in 
the various countries which applies 
to artists. 

Publishing an information bulletin 
in the various languages; organizing 
mutual moral and financial assistance 
in case of dispute; taking interna- 
tional steps with a view to combat- 
ting unemployment among artists; 
taking measures to strengthen the 
international character of the work 
of its members; providing interna- 
tional legal representation and legal 
aid; maintaining regular contact with 
the international organizations of 
allied professions; submitting 





‘Lincoln’ Has B.O. 





Continuous boxoffice line 
averaging 30 persons-is.the un- 
usual sight at the Plymouth, 
New York, where ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois’ is playing to turn- 
away business. Observers say 
that no similar display of thea- 
tre-goers has been noticed dur- 
ing the past dozen years. Low- 
est priced tickets have been 
sold until the first of the year, 
but tickets are on sale for nine 
Weeks in advance. No estimate 
of possible number of agency 
diggers in the line, but the num- 
ber of tickets sold direct at the 
b.o. is claimed not likely to 
materially curtail the allotment 
to brokers. Steady line is in 
evidence also at the St, James, 
which has ‘Hamlet.’ 

Plymouth b.o. staff is on duty 
throughout the day, with a girl 
assigned to answer the phones. 


YOU ALL CAINT 
DO THAT 10 
US, GAL 


Helen Claire, who won the lime- 
light through her performance in 
Clare Boothe’s ‘Kiss The Boys Good- 
bye’ at Henry Miller’s, New York, 
has been given considerable atten- 
| tion by the press in southern cities. 
An Atlanta paper ran an editorial 

















| proudly hailing her as a ‘true daugh- | ably reported from St. Louis, where | 


iter of the South,’ actress hailing 
from Union Springs, a small town in 
Alabama. However, a quotation 
from an interview which appeared 
in a metropolitan daily roused the 
ire of other editors beyond the Ma- 
son and Dixon line. 

The Richmond, Va., Times Dis- 
patch reprinted part of the ‘offend- 
ing’ yarn with editorial comment, 
the story being headed, ‘Star From 
Alabama Disparages South.’ Inter- 
view which appeared in N. Y. World- 
Telegram was written by Edd John- 
son, In effect, it quoted Miss Claire 
as saying southern men were so po- 
lite and chivalrous that they bored 
her and that she ‘would not go back 
there (the south) to live if they gave 
her the place.’ 

Actress was surprised at the John- 
son story and denied making the re- 
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ONLY 2 OF & NEW 





tion Costs — ‘Knicker- 
bocker Holiday’ Looks an 
Excepttion 


—_—_-— 


‘KNIGHTS’ TOTAL LOSS 





is distinctly disappointing. Several 
which represent heavy production 
costs are believed to be irretrievable 
so far as earning back the amounts 
invested. Otherwise, Broadway is 
away out in front of last season, the 
month of October seeing the arrival 
of half a dozen successes, whereas 
last fall the first standout did not 
open until November. 

Staffs of producers appear to have 
whistled to root in shows which thus 
far have failed to draw, as judged 
from claims on grosses that nearly 
doubled the actual intake at the box- 
office. The actual figures were so 
low that the producers acknow- 
ledged they had flops on their hands. 





shows presented, but only one is a 
solid success, while another should 
score. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ which 
least, is the sock hit. 
| production nut runs around $35,000, 
| considerably less than half the coin 
used to get ‘Knights of Song’ on the 
| boards at Warner’s hard luck house, 
| the 5lst Street, also called the Holly- 
|; wood, ‘Knights,’ which was favor- 





cost the 


| it was tried out in the open air, was 


it opened. 
‘Knights’ Out 

First week the gross was $7,500, 
on of the lowest draws yet registered 
by a major musical. Loss on initial 
week’s operation was $8,000 and 
Lawrence Schwab, its presenter, 
ordered the show off, it having 
folded Saturday (29). Understood 
that the backing was nearly all pro- 
vided by the producer and Oscar 
Hammerstein, II. 


‘Sing Out The News,’ at the Music 
Box, has improved somewhat, but 
takings have not been up to expeécta- 
tions. It too, was touted a sure 
thing when trying out in Philadel- 





losses, is said to have cost $152,000. 
| Max Gordon produced the show 


re- | marks, telegraphing the Richmond | with Marcus Heiman a silent part- 


quests and appeals to international | paper that she had been misquoted.|ner, but George S. Kaufman and 


(Continued on page 57) 


REFUGEE GROUP PLANS 
VIENNA PRODS. IN N. Y. 


New legit group, to be known as. 
the Refugee Artists Theatre and 
composed of former Viennese actors, 
directors, musicians and playwrights 
now living in New York, has been 
formed to present plays that were 
successful in Austria before the 
Anschluss. Sponsors of the group 
include Albert Einstein, Maurice 
Evans, Rev. John Haynes Holmes, 
Fannie Hurst, Elmer Rice. Robert 
E. Sherwood, Sholem Asch, Stanley 
M. Isaacs, Blanche Yurka, Walter 
H. Liebman, Jacob R. Schiff and 
Ludwig Lore. John V. Greenblatt 
is manager of the organization. 

All members of the group were 
formerly associated with the noted 
Kleinkunsbuhre, successful stage 
venture in Vienna which finally 
Closed its doors aiter the Nazi take- 
Over of Austria. Shows will be 
Eiven in a small theatre. and audi- 
ences will be seated at tables, where 
refreshments will be served during 
Performances. There will be no star 
System in the group, all members 
Participating on an e4ual basis. 








Brock Pemberton, who produced the 
play, also wired the paper a denial 
and his press department has been 
sending similar word to other south- 
ern publications. Manager claims 
that the play, which tells of the rise 
of a ‘cracker’ girl to histrionic fame, 
has a distinct draw from visitors 
from that territory. 

According to the manager’s staff, 
Miss Claire was bewildered by the 
rush of interviewers assigned to get 
her story after the show clicked and 
that she really didn’t talk at all. 
Staff claims that Johnson’s story was 
mostly based on his own imagination. 


Schwab Settles McGuire’s 








Claim of two weeks’ salary by John 
J. McGuire, who was slated for 
‘Knights of Song,’ was paid off by 
Laurence Schwab, show’s producer. 
Matter had been carded for arbitra- 
tion, but the manc7er sent his check 
to Equity, electing not to defend the 
claim. 

Understood there was a mix-up in 
the actor’s contract, which was sup- 
posed to carry a rider eliminating 
the probationary period, which is not 
permitted by Equity rules. 





| 


|Moss Hart are co-producers. 
Kaufman-Hart Investments 


Stated that the Kaufman-Hart duo 
| is not so keen in splurging further 
|}in a managerial way, although they 
are also in on ‘The Fabulous In- 
| valid,’ virtually a musical show 
| which cost over $80,000 to present, 
|Sam H. Harris being the manager. 
| ‘You Never Know,’ a Shubert attrac- 
ition at the Winter Garden, is one 
|of the musicals regarded as being 
|unlikely of recapturing its produc- 
| tion outlay. It is reputed to have 
cost $150,000, but it is not long on 
|settings. Show was toured last 
| season, with operating losses in some 
|of the stands. 


‘Knickerbocker 





Holiday,’ second 


attraction by the Playwrights, is not | 


‘Knights’ Salary Claim a costly musical, 


approximate ex- 
penditure being around $50,000. It 
,is the newest musical arrival and is 
rated having a good chance at the 
| Barryniore, where it is credited hav- 
ing topped $18,000 last week. While 
that gross is not exceptional for a 
$4.40 top musical, the house is com- 
paratively limited for that type 
show. 

| Opinion along Broadway is that 
musicals can draw profitably though 
not in the same measure of former 
seasons. It seems to be a matter of 
providing the proper stage fare as 
‘with straight shows, and most of the 





of Recapturing Produc- | 


ce , S | 
The season’s musical crop to date 


Estimated 


MUSICALS IN COIN 


‘Hellzapoppin’ Clicks, but | 
Some Others. Among 
Early Incomers Doubtful | 





| 








Spotlighting Selves 





Worklight Theatre, composed 
of younger players of profes- 
sional Broadway experience, 
starts rehearsals in about a week 
of Roy Hargrave’s’ ‘House 
Party,’ under the direction of 
Alan Brock. 

Play will be given before a 
professional audience early in 
December. Actors are financing 
the production with their own 
coin, each putting up $35. Idea 
is to be seen by managers, 


Besides Nixing Higher Commish, Equity 
Now Plans Agents Monthly Reports 


. — 


Broadway legit casting agents, 
who came forward with proposals 
that Equity boost commissions and 
adopt. rules favoring their organi- 
zation, will probably find the regu- 
lations more stringent than hereto- 
fore. The turndown came as a sur- 
prise to the casters, who had won 
favorable consideration from a 
minority of the council. Agents said 
they would welcome tightening of 
the rules provided concessions were 
accorded, but hardly along the lines 
that Equity proposes to effect. 

A committee assigned to the 
agency rules was instructed to in- 





agents, etc. 











EVANS’ ‘HAMLET’ 
NOW ENTIRELY 
MARATHON 





!corporate one regulation which will 


require casters to file a monthly re- 
port to Equity, setting forth the en- 
gagements they secured for players 
they represent, This regulation is 
the reaction to the casters’ conten- 
tion that they are unable to profit- 
ably conduct offices at the current 
commission level because there are 
too few stage jobs. 

Agents will be required to state 
in detail the players placed, with the 
shows designated, salaries obtained 
and the amount of commissions. 
Equity automatically becomes aware 





The abridged versions of ‘Ham- | 





let? have been dropped by Maurice | 


| Evans and the full length play is | 
|now being given nightly at the St.} 


' 


James, New York. There were sev- 


There have been six new musical | eral switches in the playing sched- 


ule, which is now set until the end 
of the engagement, dated to termi- 
nate Dec. 17. Up to now, the; 


shorter version on Saturday night | 


was found to be the weakest draw, | 
which was the reason for the change. | 


Saturdays the full-length per- | 











| said to represent $84,000 by the time | ternoon, 


phia. ‘News’ production, plus road | cepting a temporary arrangement 
| calling for two hours overtime pay, 


| Under the two-performance rul- 


afternoon, starting at 1 o’clock. In- 
stead of playing Wednesday af- 
the performance will go 
on at night (6:30 start). That night 


had been dropped up to now. When 
the boxoffice advised patrons that 
the full-length performance would 
be played Saturdays, business on 
that day started perking up and the 
best gross since the opening is ex- 


Stagehands for ‘Hamlet’ are now 
drawing the highest wage in New 
York, union having decided that the 
full-length version constituted two 
performances. Provisional closing 
notice was posted before the show 
opened, when the crew originally 
made that demand. There was a 
compromise, with'the deckhands ac- 





| or more than $10 per day. 


ing, clearers and grips are getting 
$112 weekly, said to top the salaries 
of most of the players. Show and 
house management protested and 
are reported appealing to George 
Browne, head of IATSE. Under-| 
stood, however, that the IA does not | 
interfere with wage rulings made 
by its locals. 


FTP MOVES GERWING 





pected this week. | 


of salaries because of its general rule 
that all contracts be in triplicate, one 
copy being supplied by managers to 
Equity, but its agency system has 
not called for a check-up on the 
casters heretofore. 

Agents Get Too Much? 

No secret that some Equity leaders 
view agency practices reprehensively 
if not with suspicion, and question 
the agencies’ right to collect as much 
as they do for the services given. 
That particularly applies to engage- 
ments they secure outside the legit 
field. Agents’ reports will not fur- 
nish complete total of earnings, since 
engagements secured in radio, pic- 


formance will also be given in the | tures, night clubs and other jobs will 


|not be included, Equity not covering 
| such entertainments. 

| Monthly reports are expected, 
however, to bring out data upon 
which Equity may base new rules, or 
revise those in force. Equity may 
decide there are too many casters 
| and, if so, permits of some will be 
|dre~ped. Several leading agents in- 
dicausd that this move will prob- 
ably come. Last week, however, two 
new permits were issued, but at the 
same time it was announced that 
eight were dropped. 

Identities of those whose permits 
were withdrawn were not disclosed, 
Equity explaining that until they 
were formally notified through its 
legal department, names of those 
ruled off would be impounded. 
Stated that the reason for the let- 
outs is inactivity of those involved. 


TMAT ELECTION AWAITS 
CHARTER RATIFICATION 


After some delay, the final re- 
vision of the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents & Treasurers union’s char- 
ter were mailed to all members last 
week for ratification. Deadline for 
the receipt of ballots has been set 
for Nov. 14, at which time the votes 
will be counted. Since the charter 











FROM L. A. TO WASH. 





revision were whipped into shape 
without objection, after a quarrel- 
some first session, it is expected the 
document will be adopted with few 
dissenters, 





Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
George Gerwing 





ect. 
rector, which Gerwing held for past 
10 months, is reported being offered 


iby Mrs. Hallie Flanagan to James | 


Ullman, aide to George Kondollf of 
New York project. 


Removal of Gerwing is believed a 


forerunner of a shakeup in local FTP | 


' executive forces. 





'season’s musicals have not been 
possessed of what it takes to draw 
None have been able to match the 
pace of ‘I Married an Angel,’ which 
opened last spring and leads the 
Broadway list. Nearest to ‘Angel’ is 
‘Hellzapoppin’, 


was moved to| 
Washington by Federal Theatre Proj- cation 
Post of southern California di- | candidates have been chosen, 


Annual election will be dated 
about three weeks after the ratifi- 
is verified. Stated that no 
but 
this week selections for the board 
were being mulled over. 

TMAT will hold its first social af- 
fair in New York, Nov. 20, at the 
| Astor hotel, an entertainment and 
| ball being scheduled at $2 admission. 





‘Torch Bearers’ Revived 


Los Angeles, Nov. 1. 
Constance Collier gets the top role 
|in George Kelly’s old legit play, 
| ‘Torch Bearers,’ opening Nov. 2% in 
| Santa Barbara. 
| In the cast are Maude Eburne, 
Clay Clement, Florence Shirley, 
| Walter Bond and King Kennedy. 
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Plays Out 


of Town 





Herod and Mariamne 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 


Katharine Cornell presents herself in a | 
drama adapted by Clemence Dane from the } 
German of Friedrich Hebbel; features Fritz | 
Kortner, MeKay Morris, Florence Reed and | 
Kent Smith; staged by Guthrie McClintiec; 
settings by Harry Horner; incidental music 
by Karol Rathaus. At the Nixon, Pitts- 








bureféy, Oct. 26, ‘38, for four days. | 
St EO SAPO R ee eS 
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Katharine Cornell and her hus- 
band-director, Guthrie McClintic, | 
are both wise in the ways of the | 
theatre, which makes their selection | 


of ‘Herod and Mariamme’ all the 
more mystifying. They ve been 
fooled before by  high-sounding | 


words and rich trappings, but never 
so decisively, for Clemence Dene’s 
adaptation from the German 
Friedrich Hebbel is dull, heavy, | 
meaningless drama that will get no- 
where. 

Star has announced it for only 10 
weeks on Broadway, but extremely | 
doubtful of surviving even that long, 
Cornell prestige and all. Bad plays 


of | 


in past; not ‘Herod and Mariamne,’ 
however. It’s such a rigid pageant 
that nothing she can do ever brings 
the show to life. Play lacks clarity. 
writing is stodgy and insecure and 
acting is definitely out of the lower 
drawer. 


Nobody ever cares much what 
happens to Herod, Mariamre and the 
others. There isn’t any red blood in 
their veins or authority in their 
actions, and even McClintic, shrewd 
stager that he is, hasn’t been able to 
counterfeit in his handsome produc- 
tio.. a substitute for an incompetent 
play. Not a semblance of dramatic 
order to the piece and it staggers 
through two long, windy acts just 


an ill-assorted pamphlet of Biblical | 


briefs. 


Miss Dane’s the chief .offender, 
though hardly the only one. Playing 
for the most part, too, is stagnant, 
although unlikely that anybodv 
could do much with ‘Herod and 
Mariamne.’ Major disappointment is 
Fritz Kortner, exiled German actor, 
making his American sta’ : debut as 
Herod. He’s strictly of the old 
scenery-chewing Continental school, 
flailing his arms, twitching his 
fingers, bobbing his head around and 
frequently speaking in a_ throaty 
whisper that can’t be heard beyond 
the first few rows. His acting is so 
furiously out of key with the other 
performances that it becomes ludi- 
crous. Fault seems to be the di- 
rector’s as much as Kortner’s. 

Play offers Miss Cornell fewer op- 
portunities than she’s had ir years, 
and her only opportunity comes in 
the final scene of the last stanza, but 
by that time it’s too late. Confusion 


of ‘Hered and Mariamne’ in general | 


obvieusly extends to its star as well, 
for she’s far .rom at her best and 
stends to lose plenty of prestige if 
she takes it to Broadway, unless 
some miracle is worked, which hard- 
ly appears possible. 

In her adaptation, Miss Dane 
hasn’t relieved the heavy Teutonic 
stuffiness of the original, and whole 
thing is a feeble effort to capture 
deep vein of classic tragedy. She 
adheres pretty closely to historic 
facts, showing Herod as a jealous 
ruler who refuses to believe Mari- 
amne can be faithful to him. Twice 
he orders trusted lieutenants to slay 
her should he fail to return first 
from a conference with Anthony in 
Egypt and later from battle with 
the Arabian tribes. 


Each time Herod returns safely 
and slays her designated execution- 
ers, because he believes Mariamne 
has seduced them. Third time 
Herod's perfidy is too much for her. 
She deliberately plots her own doom 
by causing the King to confirm, 
erroneonsly, h:s Gwn worst suspi- 
cions, knowing that he will do the 
same thing over and over again 
every time he goes away. 

Herod then orders her to trial be- 
fore a packed court on chzrges of 
unfaithfulness and dishonor, with 
instructions to his jurymen to find 
her guilty. .Once she has been dis- 
posed of, Herod learns from Titus 
that Mariamne was a virtuous wife, 
and when word comes that a greater 
king has been found that day in a 
man°:r at Bethlehem, 
leaves Herod proclaiming his own 


| in 


| road 


| Betty Van Groot..... 


lfda Colby. beth 
| Phyllis Grantham. 
| Janet Geiger 


have stood up through actress’ magic ,!mogebe Montefiore 


| Althea Brewster.... 


power and ordering the historic 
‘Slaughter of the Innocents.’ 

There may be the makings of a 
great tragedy in ‘Hered and Mari- 
amne.’ but the Dane-Hebbel work is 
certainly not it. A shallow treat- 
ment, the whole thing is colorléss 
and sluggish, moving at a _ snail’s 
pace and never working up any 





Shews in Rehearsal 


Phil- 





‘Ringside 
lips. 

‘Gleriana’ — Theatre House, 
Inc. 

‘Geod Hunting’ (‘Blow, Bugle, 
Blow’) — Jerome Mayer and 
Leonard Field. 

‘Where De We Go From 
Here’—Oscar Hammerstein, I, 


Seat’—Rufus 





dramatic fire or action. At times, 
fact. play resembles Tallulah 
Bankhead’s ill-fated production of 
‘Antony and Cleopatra’ last summer. 
Best job among the supporting | 
vlayers is turned in by Florence 
Reed, as Mariamne’s mother, plotting 
with the Romans to take Herod’s 
crown away from him. Kent Smith 
and McKay Morris are satisfactory, | 
too. but not uv to their usual stand- 
ards. Remainder of the cast is a 
mixture of just pretty good and bad. 
Production itself is rich and luscious, 
with costuming and lighting all done 
attractively, but only emphasizing 
the play’s multinle weaknesses. 
‘Herod and Mariamne’ is scheduled 
for four additional weeks on the 
and mo2y improve a bit, but 
hardly enough to insure any sort of 
run. It’s weak, and for a star of 
Cornell's calibre, a major calamity. 
Cohen. 


SORORITY HOUSE 


Denver, Oct. 30. 


acts, six scenes, 
Produced and directed 
Sinclair; settings by Eric 


Comedy in three 
Mary Covle Chase 
Dy Walter 


Barger. At University Civic Theatre, Oct. 
96. °3S: $1.50 top 

Lew Wreeoff... Robert F. Archibold, Jr. 
PEs Wile. . oo. co oe cece. usec kulew Lea Bat 
Dauetater cdc nd .Betty Jane Preston | 
Re Er Apes eee Robert Heller 
|} Helen Fergusen........-4 Alberta Bergh Utt 
Laura Hanceck............Nadine Bancroft 
Lowes. Marahall. «0 osecese: 2248 Ruth Long 
Sally Lawton...............Lucille Holtorf 
May Dobie... .-...Madelyn Studebaker 


....Geraldine Hagins 
Klatke.................-Evelyn Selky 
Merle Harris... ..Derothy Mendelssohn 
ovcceccccee. evelyn Reed 
....-Emma Kay Brown 


Dottie 


sdudb-cbkeeenahekkaneo be Roberta Le Mon 
| ....+.Marjorie Dunning 
| Léttiam Breweter. os .ccseccses Ruth Strauss 





In a satire on sorority rushing as 
practiced at co-ed institutions, Mary 
|Coyle Chase has displayed an ac- 
|curacy of observation as its author, 
and has woven in plenty of comedy 
| and sufficient drama to make it, well 
| worth producing. 
eals with rush week, with the 
| principal rushee, Betty Jane Preston 
as Alice Wycoff, doing a top job. 


by | 


Yiddish Plays 


and Dwight Taylor. 
‘American Landscape’—Play- 
wrights. 
‘Rocket te the Moon’—Group. 
‘Flackbirds’—Lew Leslie. 


‘Henry Iv’— Maurice Evans 
and Joseph V. Reed. 
‘Lorelei’ — Aldrich, King, 


Hardwicke and Myers. 

‘The Flying Ginsburgs’— 
Vinton Freedley. 

‘Too Much Johnson’—Mer- 
cury. 











| She falls for the student president, 
Robert Helier, and happenings com 
fast until the end. Action takes a 
week, with rushing in all its details 
brought out with clearness—humor- 
ous to those who have been through 


| 
| 


| 


—__—3B 


Plays on Broadway 





MADAME CAPET 


Drama in three acts (10 scenes), adapted 
by George Middleton from the French of 
Marcelle Maurette. Stars Eva Le Gal- 
lienne. Stage by Jose Kuben; settings by 
Watson hbarratt; musical arrangements by 
lehman Engel. Presented by Eddie Dowl- 


ing, at Cort, N. Y., Oct. 25, ‘38; $3.30 top. 


Emperor of Austria......... Frederic Tozere 
Count de Mercy... ......e6. --- Harold Gould 
Madame de Misery......-escce.04 Alice John 
Marie Antoinette:........ Eva Le Gallienne 
MUBCATA 2 cae cee sWesinvcessige Nelson Welch 
Rome . OST ooo bcbaccaneseatiee Blanche Ring 
BYLVIG cscccncvceseccbesineeece Carol Evans 
PaReete «s000 <5 codes vases Barbara C. Brown 
Madame Brunier............Merle Maddern 


Count 


Ge: OR Bead woe'e cncded Kram Nossen 
Count 


Alex de Fersen....William Post, Jr. 


Marie-Therese (aged 10)....... Tlelen Renee 
rhe Little Dauphin,...Diana Donnenwirth 
(‘ount de Vaudreuil....... Staats Cotsworth 
Baron de Besenval.......... George Baxter 
Duchesse de Polignac........Mary Michael 
RE ee eee Harvey Welch 
meter TiMeNOG scsi ccssccces Fred Rendulic 
ees Pry eee William W. Sanders 
Another Guard.........-+.6. W. J. Hackett 
Market Woman.........;. Elizabeth Murray 
Another Market Woman....Diane de Lrett 
eS. cb wke neo earn Blizabeth Dewing 
Another Court Lady........ Merte Maddern 
Petra Court Leer .cescccvcs Phyllis Holden 
FO”, Ss ere Le Roi Operti 


it as well as those who never even | 


finished highschool] 

Robert Archibolad, as Alice’s father 
| (a srrall-town poolroom owner), is 
|excellent in the comedy role, and 
| carries his part like an old trouper, 
However, each of the cast is good, 
evidence of the thorough direction 
| of Walter Sinclair, who is professor 
(of dramatic art and speech at the 
| U. of Denver. 4 

Even though a biting satire, ‘So- 
rority House’ was given world 
premiere at Civic 


LS 


the University 


| Another Deputy............ we, 


ee SP ee rr George Coulouris 


Madame Elizabeth......... Marian Evensen 


GG bncghoe¥acdenseens Louis Veda Quince 
Marie-Therese (aged 15)...... Charita Bauer 
TD | SP Ccaeiccbdedes es Warren Mills 


Herman (Later president of the 
Tribune) 


Hackett 
ec eerrccencesseens Karle Mitchell 
Wreetriry o0000c6056 00 san” eer 


1.aMorliere 
Rosalie 


Ti. -scucerehsbeeet > eeaete Craig Williams 
Prosecutor cichéasasen George Baxter 
Queen's Advocate......... Staats Cotsworth 
Be p. MOPVESEReereriy ry William Sanders 
PROCS MMOS, cc ceccsvicsicsand Mary Michael 


| theatre, operated by the U. of Den- | 


| ver on its campus and a part of the 
college. Many of the cast are soror- 
ity and fraternity members. Attend- 
ance is based principally on mem- 
| bership at $6. This entitles them to 
la seat to five productions through 
the winter, and members can buy 


| two single tickets at $1.50 each. This | What they apparently saw 


, play is running seven days, being 
| the opening production this season. 
| Action reveals the heartbreaks and 
| heart-throbs of the first week at col- 
|lege and is fast enough for the 
| screen. Sex is introduced incident- 

ally. but strongly as a necessary part 

of the action. It plays on a bit of 
| life which apparently others have 
| been afraid to touch, but done so 


| anyone can get plenty of laughs and | ested in doing. 


not a few tears. 
Settings are first quality. 











‘MY BABY’S WEDDING 


Operetia in two acts (8 scenes} by Wil- 
liam Siegel; presented by Itzik Feld. 
Staged by Abe Gross. Music, Alexander 
Olshanetsy; lyrics, Jacob Jacobs; dances, 
Rose Gordon; settings, Michael Saltzman. 
At Second Ave. theatre, N, y 









Reb Israel Alter Shrifrin...... Moses Feder 
| Ere rT Pree err TT Tree Te Rae Schneier 
SNS. o 5 8% 5.cecddees sus 6 Muni Serebrov 
BIGIAM, 2... 52. cocececece. os MIrIam- Rresayn 
Sei | Berne Tr errerre tre Itzik Feld 
Feige Gneisse..........4 Anna Thomashefsky 
PROG. cbc cece ce caccecion Vickie Marcus 
| Rebecca Donnenberg........... Sally Schorr 
GNOD. 5's ase e0s oie KCNC eee OR Goldie Eisman 
mupevel Shiner. .cciccceccease: Jacob Zanger 
a Sere se Seymour Rechtzeit 
Mike Kwekzilber..........Hymie Jacobson 
UNG, co 0sbcaree sees Yetta Zwerling 


Tzirele... 
Doctor... 
Shames. . 
Student 


....Gloria Goldstein 
..Jacob Himmelstein 
balguntes Adolph Erber 
Zwieback 





} Itzik Feld’s latest presentation, 
‘My Baby’s Wedding,’ by William 
Siegel, hits the low ebb in the Yid- 
dish theatre market thi season. Its 
stilted book is redeemed only by the 
occasionally good music of Alex- 
ander Olshanetsky and the excellent 
cast. 

Outstanding in the cast, and she’s 
superb, is Miriam Kressyn, whose 
grace, charm and excellent singing 
at times compensate for the play’s 
| presentation. Her sense of drama is 
overpowering in its simplicity. As 
Benjamin's cousin she must nurture 
| her love for him while he courts an- 
|}other. Muni Serebrov is a hand- 
/some Benjamin, inclined to overact, 
lat times, but a click during the in- 
| Sanity scenes. 
Itzik Feld is the star of the show 
,and is his usual self—mugging, 
| dancing, singing and acting with all 
the Old World characteristics. But 
_or Second avenue he’s forgiven. 
Two starlets are uncovered in the 
| respective nine- and eight-year-olds, 
| Vickie Marcus and Gloria Goldstein. 
|The youngsters conduct themselves 
|with aplomb and, next to Miss 
| Kressyn, garner the major laurels. 
| Their ‘Small Girl’ duet necessitates 
|a couple of encores. Also excellent 
jin the cast are Goldie Eisman, as the 
other girl; Anna Thomashefsky, 
Jacob Zanger, Seymour Rechtzeit 
jand Yetta Zwerling. 


notably settings, is 





| Production, 


starched. 


| Round the Family Table | 


dish Dramatic Players. Staged by Leib 










For their initial production the 
Yiddish Dramatic Players have come 
up with a splendidly written, excel- 
lently cast play in ‘Round the Fam- 
ily Table,’ 
Play was taken from the radio series 
of the same title by Stutchkoff. 

‘Family’ has a dramatic appeal 
that socks right home, due to its 
forthright truisms, so closely asso- 
ciated with typical Jewish middle- 
class family life in New York. 

Theme, while certainly one that 
has been done before, has been writ- 
ten few times with greater pun- 
gency. Stutchkoff knows his New 
York families and has painted his 
Hymie Susman particularly well. 

Hymie is played by Judah Bleich 
with excellent conviction in the role 
of the father, a despot, yet one who 
loves his children. For Hymie Sus- 
man wants Milton to become a doe- 





by Nathan Stutchkoff. | 


Count de la Tour du Pin....Frederic Tozere 
CMRGR: is chs a5s cecevecasnctess Nelson Welch 
Another Guard.......sseecess: Harvey Welch 


Executioner 
Priest 
Bailiff 


Sb ceecécecesece Willian Sanders 
Pre erierrirTe crret vit Bram Nossen 
occ eesoeceeseseceeseséeees Fred Sears 
li Pree eee Harvey Welch 


Guard .W. J. Hackett 


Eva Le Gallienne, who has sev- 


| lection for foreign costume plays, 


saw this Marie Antoinette drama in 
Paris, where it was a solid success. 
She bought the U. S. rights, had 


|; George Middleton adapt it and per- 


| erally commendable, but 


j 


suaded Eddie Dowling to produce it. 
in the 
play doesn’t come across the foot- 
lights, however. It’s a handsome pro- 
duction and the performance is gen- 
‘Madame 
Capet’ never comes to theatrical life. 
Limited stay is indicated. 

There have been several Marie 
Antoinette plays going the rounds 
the last few seasons, one of which 
Jane Cowl was reported to be inter- 
But the production 
and apparent failure of ‘Capet’ 
seems likely to stymie the chances of 
any of the others getting a showing, 
at least for some time. Added deter- 
rent will probably be Metro’s current 
‘Marie Antoinette’ picture, which 
should extract interest from the sub- 
ject. That will also short-circuit any 


| film sale, so ‘Capet’ appears headed 


| 


Drama in three acts (five scenes), by Printed in the program and credited 
Nathan Stutchkoff; presented by the Yid-;to her 
| Therese—‘Will you find yourself only 
| through misfortune?’ Thus ‘that Aus- 
| trian woman’ is treated sympathetic- 


} 


«...-Zelda Gould | not Austria—and of her children. 


| 
' 
' 


Kadison, Settings, Louis Bromberg. Musi- 
eal direction, Harry Lubin. At Irving 
Place, N. Y., Oct. 9, °38; $2.20 top. 
Balman .cccccssoccccasses Yudel Dubinsky | ally 
Helen ..... eC ecccccceceesonees Muriel Gruber | 
Beyle eeeee Poe eee ECE eee ee ee eee Celie Adler 
Sam ...+. woccccccccsccsesees Israel Mandel 
IEVING. cocccecccceocseoeces- Facod Bex seen 
Sydney ..... occccveceses:. Misha Stut-akoff 
Itshe-Yose ...... eoeeee-Michael Rosenberg 
Reb Aaron ...... Seececececcosse Jacob Mestel 
Hymie Susman ...... eeseeee-Judah Bleich 
DN” cncccvctevéegeqenes eeeee DO Eisikofft 
tt eee Tee eT 
Sarah-Necha .. «e++..5ara Kroner 
 MEREEEE Te Elizabeth Charney 
DE ER ae Sylvia Fishman 


i 
} 


} 


for a substantial loss. 

Cue to this version of the Marie 
Antoinette story is the quotation 
mother, 


Empress Marie- 


instead of from the more 
familiar ‘Let them eat cake’ point of 
view. Marie Antoinette in this play 
is drawn as a tragic yet courageous 
figure. Not the vain and shallow 
woman she is frequently pictured, 
but one who thought primarily of 
her people and her country—France, 


According to the play, the revolu- 
tion was caused by the blind cruelty 
and venality of the nobles rather 
than by the royal family. As her 
doom approached, the queen’s great- 
ness increased until, as the rumble 
of the tumbrels grew louder, she be- 
came truly majestic. 

Intellectually, that’s an intriguing 
idea, but in this case it never be- 
comes emotionally compelling. Prob- 
ably the fault lies in the approach 














The Girl From Wyoming 


Musical melodrama in three parts pre« 
sented at the American Musie Hall, N, ¥ 
Oct. 29, '38, by John and Jerrold Krimsky: 
written by ‘J. Van Ostend Van Antwerp’: 
music by Richard Lewine; lyrics by Ted 
Fetter; staged by Robert Ross, Jotn Pierce 
and Grace Rolland, 


Ben Longwood.......-...e:; Philip Huston 
Mrs. AV OT Leet eee Nellie Thorne 
Sheriff Weiltsciiawsccéece Billy M. Greene 
ET -gdin wa eae sb beck au cece oe Tony Kraber 
Marcy Desmond............. George Petrie 
Ce. oh casnees wees ae Donald Macdonald 
Girl from Wyoming.......... Jane Walker 


MDEE aibsicst beets Fic ces a Cee Hunter 
A San ieee debake bowtie necx James Russo 
Bartender reer rere are. Jack Goldie 


Hocus pokus in this east side night 
spot is along the lines of preceding 
mellers with music, diversions that 
have kept the. one-time church going 
for several years. The Krimskys 
have much to do with the show, 
which should fare well for it is 
amusing. The color scheme within 
and outside the place is plenty red, 
it being called Chez Firehouse. As 
for the critics, the first-stringers 
again attended the opening and ap- 
peared to have a good time. 

Name players are appearing here 
for the first time, June Walker top- 
ping the cast in the name part. It is 
her performance that makes the 
show worth while more than any 
other factor. She makes the girl a 
positive character against the more 
or less indefinite western parties who 
principally inhabit Desmond's 
Elysian Fields Saloon, with the bar 
painted on a drop. Desmond is the 
town gambler and villian. 

Miss Walker is togged out in white 
cowgirl outfit, quite the fanciest in 
the wardrobe. Topped with a very 
blond thatch, she packs a rod big 


| enough for Custer, the Indian fighter 
eral times in the past shown a predi- | 


whose ‘Last Stand’ is pictured on the 
front drop. Girl goes for Ben Long- 
wood, fresh from Harvard, who fol- 
lows Greeley’s advice and goes west. 
She can’t figure why the tenderfoot 
rouses her passion, but she sees that 
he gets a break from the rough guys, 
who think she’s aces. 

Big scene effect is staged around 
what would be the balcony, a card- 
board stage coach being chased and 
held up by a couple of bandits. That 
hooks onto the finale, which has the 
Indians mowing down the stick-up 
guys and saving the girl, about to be 
blown_up by a keg of dynamite. It 
turns out that she is the daughter of 
Alkali, an old prospector, and an 
Indian squaw. Both the latter parts 
are played by Donald Macdonald, his 
Alkali having been bumped off a bit 
before. 

Best song is ‘Our Home,’ it being 
the nearest to a production number, 
led by Miss Walker and Philip 
Huston, the college boy who learns to 
shoot and gamble, between times 
reading Plato and such. “The Dying 
Cowboy’ is another tune liked, 
George Petrie the villian having the 
number with Tony Kraber, plus the 
fancy girls of the place. Anne 
Hunter does well with ‘Manuelo,’ she 
playing a hot dish from Mexico. 

Quite prominent in the proceedings 
is Jack Goldie. vaude single and sing- 
ing waiter. He has a part in the 
show, but his real contributions fol- 
low the performance, singing old 
time favorites. When audiences get 
wise that such entertainers are sup- 
posed to be slipped coin, he will do 
okay. Goldie was in England for 
some time and is under contract for 
reappearances over there. After the 
show, most of the first-nighters as- 
sembled downstairs, where there is 
a bar and dance floor. That is how 
the Krimskys’ novel enterprise has 
turned a profit, for the theatre por- 
tion is too small to net a real gross. 

Girls who wiit on tables are an 
attractive bunch and, as formerly, 
warble several choruses. Olio not 
built un as much as previously, the 
Great Cahill appearing on a trapeze 


| and the original play as well as in| over the audience while Goldie and 
the adaptation, but certainly George | the ‘singing cowgirls’ take rane of 


' 
} 


there is never the compulsion to 


tor; he wants Sydney a lawyer and | 
Helen to marry a wealthy boy, in- | 


| Stead of his garage mechanic, whom 
| she loves. 

Through this all are the inter- 
woven heartbreaks that accomvany 
the parents in seeing Sydney learn 


Mary; Helen marries the mechanic, 


a profession can sometimes be an 
encumbrance, as his lack of success 
indicates. 

Bleich carries the full force im- 
plied by the role while Celie Adler, 
of the Adler family, is sterling as 
the mother. Mischa Stutchkoff, son 
of the author. plays Svdney: Sol 
Eisikoff is Milton; Muriel Gruber 
nlays Helen. the daughter. All are 
excellent. Also outstanding are Mi- 
chael Rosenberg, Yudel Dubinsky 
and Israel Mandel. 

Staging by Leib Kadison and set- 








the curtain | cheap, while the chorus is somewhat | tines by Louis Bromberg are big 
factors in the excellent production. for the record.) 


while Milton, the doctor. learns that | 


| ing 


Middleton’s writing product is pon- | the music end. 


derous and dull. 

Although Miss Le Gallienne gives 
a competent, adroitly-varied and al- 
ways credible performance as ‘Capet,’ 
she is unable to capture the specta- 
tor’s imagination. One can admire 
the character she plays and the in- 
sight and reality of her playing, but 


identify one’s-self with that charac- 
ter. That is the ultimate test of any 
play and in that ‘Madame Capet’ 





fails decisively. 
Among the commendable support- | 

performances are _ Frederic 
Tozere’s capably-contrasting double | 
portrayals of the Emperor Josevh II, | 


| of Austria, and of the valiant Count 


to be a mechanic and run off with |! 


de la Tour du Pin; Blanche Ring’s | 
reasonably successful attempt to re- | 
deem the unnecessary part of the 
dressmaker; George Coulouris’ some- | 
what postured bui effective Mira- | 
beau, Marian Evensen’s sympathetic | 
and direct Madame Elizabeth, Jose | 


bee. 





‘AGMA Concert Groups 


. Still Mach at Odds 


Although negotiations between the 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
and the two major concert bureaus 
are continuing, little progress has 
been made toward a settlement. Sev- 
eral minor matters have been agreed 
upon, but it’s understood neither 
side has been willing to make any 





concession on vital points. Another 
meeting is scheduled for today 
(Wednesday). 


Vital factor in the situation is that 
Columbia Concerts Corp. and NBC 
Artists Service must reach an agree- 


Ruben’s Deputy and Anne Baxter's! ™e%t with AGMA in order to obtain 


pretty and sincere Queen’s maid. 
Watson Barratt’s settings are the- 
atrically decorative, particularly the | 
autumn scene at 
the costumes of Helene Pons 
conviction. Jose Ruben's awkward 
direction occasionally italicizes what 





licenses from the Screen Actors 
Guild so as to continue in the agency 
business in California. That’s neces- 


loud, while | sary because one of the points in the 
lend | rules recently laid down by SAG is 


that to be eligible for licenses, all 


life there is in the dialog, but in gen- | *%°"¢ies must observe the rules of 


eral, ‘Madame Capet’ seems almost. 
as lifeless as its subject. Hobe. 


| tistes 


any or all Associated Actors and Ar- 
of America groups. Both 


(Withdrawn Saturday (29); printed) AGMA and SAG are Four A’s af- 
' filiates. 
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 Tnside Stuff—Lesit 


Ticket sales on ‘Amphitryon 38,’ current at the Chestnut, Philadelphia, 
took a sudden spurt last week after State Senator George Woodward got 
it a lot of front page publicity by blasting the Philadelphia Forum, of 
which he is a member, for sponsoring such a ‘demoralizing play.’ Forum 
has a deal with the Theatre Guild by which its members receive seats to 
Guild productions. 





Beefing to William K. Huff, Forum manager, Woodward wrote of the | 


Lunt vehicle: ‘It’s the irony of fate that the Forum, distinctly an uplift 


organization, should subject its members to this unmoral influence.’ Sen- | 


ator’s squawk was greeted derisively, however, by other Forum members. 
Mrs. Meyer Davis, frau of the maestro, declared publicly that it didn’t 
shock her morals and was backed up by Dr. Russell Doubman, of the U. of 
Pennsylvania. 

Barry Thompson, who plays Amphitryon, has only a walk-on in ‘The 
Sea Gull.’ Rather than take billing for the smallie part, Thompson de- 


cided to adopt an appropriate Russian nom-de-theatre for the Chekhov | 
| Cornell), Cass, Detroit. 


drama. Company got together and christened him George Spupin. Tag 
in reverse reads ‘Nip ups.’ 





Although reported being rewritten after trying out, it is questionable 
that ‘Window Shopping,’ also known as ‘In Garfinkle’s Window,’ will be 
displayed on Broadway. Play, which brought George Sidney back from 
Hollywood, regarded as monoilogistic. for him, was written by Louis E. 
Shechter and Norman Clark, former putting in about $2,500, while a 
maker of skin lotions went for the balance of the $14,000 that was spent 
on the show, presented by Thomas Kilpatrick. 


Femme lead was played by Gerta Rozan of Vienna, who came here to 


play in the Yiddish ‘Brothers Ashkenazi.’ Understood she withdrew from 
that show after a short period. 





Monty Woolley, who now holds an Equity and SAG caid, used to be a 
Yale prof, and among his pupils, also now in the theatre, were Cole Porter, 
Worthington Miner, George Abbott and Dwight Wiman. This circumstance 
is paralleled in the class cafe field by John Roy, managing director of the 
Rainbow Room, who in the past tutored John Hoysradt and Ben Cutler, 
in their pre-Yale classes, and later employed them at the Rockefeller 
nitery. It was because of Roy’s tutoring of Nelson Rockefeller that the 
ex-educator came into the Radio City project, on the realty end, and 
thence into the cafe project. 





A barbed wire barrier has been strung-.above the picket fence that sepa- 
rates the stage entrance of the Barrymore, N. Y., and an alley which leads 
from 47th to 48th streets. Alley is an exit for that house and the Longacre, 
theatres being back to back. 

During the summer there were a number of dressing room thefts re- 
ported, particularly at the Longacre. Suspected that youngsters and others 


scaled the fence and climbed the Longacre fireescape, in that way reaching 
the dressing rooms. 





A bronze memorial tablet in memory of Margaret Smith has been placed 
in the main office of Equity’s New York quarters. Reads: ‘Dedicated in 
appreciation of her many years of loyal, unselfish devotion to Equity and 
the interests of its members. Died May 11, 1938.’ 


Miss Smith was active in making WPA contacts for Equityites last sea- 


‘t Have Been Here Before’ (Wilfred | 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Oct. 31) 
| ‘Amphitryon’-‘Sea Gull’ (Lunt and 
Fontanne); Chestnut St., Philadel- 
| phia. 








| ‘Boys From Syracuse’ (Jimmy | 
'Savo), Shubert, New Haven, Conn. | 
| (Nov. 3-5). 

‘Blossom Time’, Grand Opera’ 
' House, Chicago. 

‘Brother Rat’, Erlanger, Philadel- 
phia. 

‘Frent Page,’ Queensboro, Elm- 
hurst, L. 1, N. Y. 

‘Gelden Bey’, (‘Luther Adler- 
Frances Farmer), Plymouth, Boston. 





‘Great Lady’ (Tullio Carminati- ; tensive tour in the 50 years’ history | 


Irene Bordoni-Norma Terris). For- 
rest, Philadelphia. 
‘Hered and Miriamne’ (Katharine | 





‘I Am Different’ (Tallulah Bank- 


| head), Cox, Cincinnati. | M. McClung, 39, of Butler, Pa.; Rich- 


| ‘Wd Rather Be Right’ George M. 
| Cohan), Nixon, Pittsburgh. 


Lawson), Royal Alexandria, Toronto. 

‘Leave It to Me’ (Victor Moore, 
William Gaxton), Shubert, Beston. 

‘Lightnin’ (Fred Stone), Colonial, 
Boston. 

‘Meen Over Mulberry Street’, 
Shubert, Brooklyn. 

‘Of Mice and Men’, 
Chicago. 

‘Pims and Needles’, Memorial Aud, 
Louisville, Ky. (31); English, Indian- 
apolis (1-2); Hartman, Columbus, O. 
(3-5). 

‘Red Bumble Bee’, Curran, San 
Francisco. 

‘Shadow and Substance’ (Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke), Wilbur, Boston. 

‘Susan and Ged’ (Gertrude Law- 
rence), Harris, Chicago. 

‘Tobacco Read’, Lyric, Richmond, 
(31-Nov. 2); Academy of Music, 
Roanoke, Va. (3-4); Colonial, Blue- 
field, W. Va. (5). 

‘What A Life’, Hanna, Cleveland. 

‘Whiteeaks’ (Ethel Barrymore), 
Locust St., Philadelphia. 

*‘Wemen’, Palace, Flint (31); 
Temple, Saginaw (1); Gladmer, Lan- 
sing (2); Keith’s, Grand Rapids (3); 
State, Kalamazoo, Mich. (4); Strand, 
South Bend, Ind. (5). 

‘Yankee Fable,’ National, Washing- 
ton. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You’, 
Davidson, Milwaukee. 


Selwyn, 








son. Previously she was in charge of social events of the association, 
including the annual ball. 





Clifford Odets, with Group Theatre chiefs, was in Boston all last week | 
on preliminary production plans for ‘Rocket for the Moon,’ which goes 
into rehearsal in New York this week. ‘Rocket’ is a romantic play, sans 
leftish propaganda. Irwin Shaw is also readying one along romantic 
lines to star Sylvia Sidney and Franchot Tone. This is one of three pieces 
by Shaw now being mulled by Group Theatre, and Odets is slated to have 
another ready during the season. 





Percy Burton, English showman whose book anent stage luminaries, 
entitled ‘Adventures Among the Immortals’ as ‘told to Lowell Thomas,’ 
is attracting more attention over there than here, returned to New York 
last week commissioned to write another book about show people. 

Forthcoming volume, however, will be concerned with the film end and 
Burton is slated for Hollywood to secure additional material. New book 
will not be a collaboration. 





WPA’S ‘SUPPER’ WON'T 
OPEN TILL MID-DEC. 


Upon the recent closing of WPA’s 
‘One Third of a Nation,’ Adelphia, 
New York, there was an order to 
dismantle the setting. Order is re- 
ported to have been countermanded, 
but when it was pointed out that the 
theatre was required for rehearsals 
of ‘Sing for Your Supper,’ which has 
been preparing for about a year, 
work of removing the towering set 
was started. Because of the limited 
number of hours permitted stage 
hands on the relief project, the task 
was said to have not been completed 
until late last week. 

House will remain dark until 











Some of the Sam H. Harris staff scheduled to move to the Center, N. Y., | 
where the Moss Hart-George S. Kaufman historical cavalcade will be | 
presented, will not take quarters there until the first of the year. Cur- | 
rently all space is being occupied by the technical staff assigned to the 
show, which will be staged by Hassard Short, although Kaufman is slated 
for the directional job. 











Julien St. Charles Chaqueneau, who presented ‘Waltz in Goose Step’ 


‘Supper’ opens, tentatively the middle 
of next month. Directors said that 
much time will be required, because 
WPA cannot send its’ shows out of 
town for try-out and final weeks of 
rehearsals will be held with the 
revue’s settings. 

Stated that the plan broached by 
Equity to ‘bank’ hours of work, or 


| half-century 





PRINCETON U. REVUE 


TAKING WIDE ROUTE 





Trenton, Nov. 1. 
Princeton has mapped the most ex- 


of the Triangle Club for this year’s 
anniversary revue, 
‘Once Over Lightly,” now in re- 
hearsal. Latest undergraduate opus 
is the work of three seniors, Robert 





ard B. Uhl, ’39, of Kingston, Pa.: and | 
Alexander H. Lehmann, Jr., °39, of | 
New York. 


Revue makes it bow at the Mc- 
Carter, Princeten, Dec. 9-10. Then 
appears in N. Y. on Dec. 16-17, and 
from there it goes to Philadelphia 
for one show Dec. 19. After stopping 
at Baltimore following night, troupe 
heads west for Chicago, where it 
plays Dec. 27. Following nights see 


the Princetonians in St. Louis, De- | 


troit, Pittsburgh and Cleveland, with 
final performances in Newark and 
Trenton, Jan. 4 and 5, respectively. 


Not All ‘Boy’ Players 
Back from London, So 
Equity Holds Off Action 


Although several members of the 
London ‘Golden Boy’ cast have re- 
turned, others are still overseas 
sightseeing and expected claims for 
salaries, understood not to have been 
fully paid from money sent by 
Equity, will be considered by the 
latter when the entire company is on 
hand. At that time, too, Equity will 
hear the players’ side of their failure 
to follow the association’s order to 
close the show, which continued one 
week further. 


Robert Goldstein had the London 
rights, through a deal with the 
Group Theatre which produced the 
play. London presentation was made 
under the direction of O'’Bryen, 
Dunphy & Linnett, firm claiming 
several thousand doliars being due 
from Goldstein, which may explain 
the trio’s insistence on playing the 
extra week. 


Reported that Lillian Emerson, 
who played the femme lead in the 
London ‘Boy,’ provided the backing 
through which Goldstein operated. 
Miss Emerson, who is due back this 
week, is said to have spent $400 in 
transatlantic telephone calls to Gold- 
stein, principally requests that he re- 
turn to London and straighten out 
the show’s affairs. Actress was sev- 
eral times reported to be the heiress 
of the Bromo-Seltzer fortune, but it 
was denied. 


Original Broadway cast opened in 
London and during the period they 
played ‘Boy’ flourished. When re- 
placement players were substituted, 
business is reported to have steadily 
dropped. 











League Denies It Will Drop Ticket 
Code; ATTA Formulating New Attack 


With the League of New York 
Theatres issuing emphatic denial of 
rumors to the effect that the ticket 
code may be abandoned and claiming 
that the code is operating 75% suc- 
| cessfully, also that enforcement 
| would be strengthened, Broadway’s 
| tieket situation owas enlivened 
through the past week. Saturday 
(29) the Associated Theatre Ticket 
Agencies, composed of most brokers 
except the big three (McBride's, 
Postal-Leblang and Tyson’s), huddied 
to formulate objections to the code, 


ATTA group charges that the most 








at the Hudson, New York, Tuesday 
ground to join the managerial ranks. 


(1), is another with socialite back- 
He’s no stranger to show biz, how- 


ever, being associated with Myron Selznick’s New York office. He is wed | 
to Kay Leslie, prominent in the Park avenue set, who had some stage | 
experience, having appeared in an Arthur Hopkins attraction. Latter is 
staging ‘Goose Step.’ New manager is generally called Jack. 





Jane Wyatt finally got top role in forthcoming ‘Lorelei’ because author, 
Jacques Deval, demanded that part be given to an American gir] after | 
three foreign actresses had not panned out, Lulu Desti and Rose Stradner 
had been rehearsing, along with author’s wife, Elsie Argal. 

Miss Stradner has left for Hollywood and a Coiumbia contract, while 
Miss Desti is returning to Europe. Late Tuesday it had been reported 
that Doris Nolan was replacing Miss Wyatt for fifth change. 





TAC CLUBROOM PLAN 
SUBMITTED TO EQUITY 


Theatre Arts Committee plan for 
a clubroom and recreation center in 
the Times Square area for actors 
was submitted for approval yester- 
day (Tuesday) to the Equity council. 
Committee was appointed to study 
the proposal and report back to the 
counil. 

Consists of Walter Greaza, chair- 
man; J. Malcom Dunn, George Hel- 
ler, John Lorenz, Mary Morris, 
Katharine Warren and Paul Dullzell. 
TAC has optioned a five-story build- 
ing to be converted into a center and 
“neeting place for actors and pro- 

‘ssional workers in the theatre. 

‘an is to open it Dec. 31. 

















Future Plays) 





Fair Enough,’ a musical satire on | 
the World’s Fair, with book and | 
lyrics by Milton Lazarus and Frank | 
Gabelson, is skedded to open at the | 
Winter Garden Jan. 1, sponsored by | 
Alex Aarons in association with Lee | 
Shubert. 


‘Ne Time for Comedy,’ a new play | 
by S. N. Behrman, is slated to follow | 
Elmer Rice’s, ‘American Landscape,’ 
as the Playwrights’ fourth production 
of the season. 


‘Glerious Morning,’ a drama by | 
Norman Macowan, is slated for pro- 
duction by Oscar Hammerstein, II, 
following ‘Where De We Go From 
Here.’ 
in London, 





“Who Se Glned cn Bees INA CLAIRE MAY BOW 
more n elg ours per y, va 
OUT OF ‘YANKEE FABLE 


came effective five weeks ago. 
Decision on whether to close 


| Refugee Actors 
‘Yankee Fable’ after this week's en- 


(Continued from page 55) gagement in Washington was still in 


authorities; holding international the air late yesterday (Tuesday) 
congresses and conferences. afternoon. It was reported in New 
P se page mn Pyar — | York that Ina Claire might bow out 
anizations who adhere nd- | 
point of international collaboration | °f the lead part, but that was also 
on the lines of these rules shall be uncertain, 

eligible for membership to the IAL.| Opening date of “Yankee Fable’ in 
An organization desiring admission | New York is indefinite. Play is pre- 
shall make written application for sented by Cheryl Crawford. Piece. 
same, and submit a declaration that by Lewis Meltzer, may be called 
it undertakes to recognize the rules | back for rewriting, dependent on its 
and decisions of the International |showing in Washington. It was first 
League and regularly fulfill its finan- | called ‘Generals Need Beds.’ 

cial obligations, 

(5). The executive committee shall : i 
decide concerning the admittance of [ brtegnie-tnir vite s 
an organization; if in a certain coun-| National, Cap’s only legit spot, 
try already one artists’ organization Sttuck first dark stanza of season last 
is affiliated with the International | Week 2nd almost made it two when 

















League, then the admission of a sec- | Yankee Fable,’ skedded this week, | 


sond artists’ organization can only | W@S cancelled. Wire to local office, 
be effected with the consent of the which was relayed to critics on Tues- 
organization already affiliated. In| day (25), was followed same day by 
case of doubt, the executive commit- | announcement that show was back 
tee will make the final decision. jon. Idea was to withdraw it after 

(6). If an organization is refused Boston opening for revision, but sock 
admittance, it is entitled to appeal to advance sale in Ina Claire’s home 


jhere. Opening night reception was 


| important feature of the code, so far 
j}as the public is concerned, is not 
working—the retention of 25% of 
tickets for direct saie at the -box- 
offices. Agency group contends it 
will name certain theatres where 
new successes are housed and where 
few tiekets are held for direct sale. 

Instead of taking its side of the 
matter to the League, ATTA will 
apply to Equity, a meeting between 
the latter and a brokers’ committee 
being slated this week. Contending 
that Equity is a party to the code 
and that it originated from that 
source, ATTA is hopeful that some 
coneessions will be arranged through 
suggestion of the actors association. 


Equity appears to be dubious about 
being credited with starting the 
ticket control system, wary of being 
legally involved. However, the adop- 
tion of the code by managers is the 
basis: for Equity conceding a year’s 
basic agreement with the League. 
Equity appears to prefer placing re- 
sponsibility for th. code in mana- 
gerial hands wholly, 

A leading Equityite regards the 
ticket code as ‘a noble experiment’ 
and expressed belief that it is -as 
difficult of enforcement as was pre- 
hibition. So far, the association has 
made no gesture one way or another 
as to the workings of the code and 
will probably await action by the 
League’s enforcement committee to 
submit evidence of violations, before 
taking possible action. 

$1,500 From Brokers 

Brokers paid the league around 
| $1,500 during the first month, coin 
being the levy of three one-half 
cents per ticket and indicating that 
the. agencies sold 50,000 tickets dur- 
ing that period. One major office 
held back payment for several weeks, 
probably figuring that if the code 
was dropped no money would have 
to be paid. Broker finally paid off 
after it was intimated that he might 
be charged with violating the rules. 

It’s contended that the weekly re- 
port sheets, which brokers are sup- 
posed to fill out in detail and send 
the league with levy checks, consti- 
tute an unfair practice. An agency 
pointed out that if competiters 
learned the number of tickets sold 
for each attraction, the way for 
them to take unfair advantage weuld 
be opened up. League’s committee 
regarded the complaint valid and 
the agency was advised it could bulk 
the number of tickets sold without 
specifying the quantity for each 
house and attraction. Understood 
other agencies will seek the same 
concession, should they not be ead- 
vised that the change applied to all. 

McBride’s claim that it is owed 
$500 by Brock Pemberton has not yet 
been cleared up, but the manager is 
not seriously concerned over the 
matter, repeating that the money wes 
part of advance royalty on a show 
in which the agency would have 
been interested, had it been pre- 
sented. Pemberton thought the claim 
ill-timed in light of the success of 

his ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ (Miller). 
| Reported that McBride’s is selling 
around 800 tickets for the show 
weekly, ‘Kiss the Boys’ therefore be- 
ing credited with providing the 
/agency with revenue of $500 per 
week. Intimated that there is no 
compulsion on the manager’s part to 
allot that many tickets to any agency 
despite distribution efficiency. Pem- 
berton’s show is not involved in the 
ATTA claim that the rightful per- 
centage of tickets is not retained by 
certain boxoffices. 

















cool, and critics, except as regards 
Miss Claire, were plenty tough. 


Next week brings Lunt and Fon- 
tanne in ‘The Sea Gull,’ followed by 
Katharine Cornell’s ‘Herod and Ma- 
riamne’ week of Nov. 14, and final 
pre-Broadway week of Tallulah 





Play was originally shown | the next International Conference of | town swung producers to keep date | Bankhead in ‘I Am Different’ starting 
| the TAL. 


| Nov. 21. 
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WPA Rewrites ‘One Third Nation’ 
To Fit Philly; Ditto Other Locales 





Philadelphia, Oct. 28. | back tracing the basis of the pres- 


‘One Third of a Nation,’ drama in two| ent conditions, which the FTP 
acts, rewritten for Philadelphia from the | choses to consider as land specula- 
original by Arthur Arent by Ben Russak, | tion, 


Edward Malle and Aubrey H. Baldwin; di- 
rected by James Light; settings by Cecil | 
Conway and Charles Naylor; costumes_b) 


Results of living under unsanitary 
and unsightly conditions are traced, 


Martha Decker; original music by Lee | beginning with one of the _ three 
i fy gee Ra a eg cholera epidemics which afflicted 
Walnut Street theatre, Philadelphia; $1.10 | Philly. How the slums develop 
top |eriminals is also shown, and then 
eee ithe play goes into the aspect of 

Original version of the Federal cleaning out these undesirable 
Theatre’s powerful propaganda piece | Shacks. Meantime rents go up, even 


for the worst hovels, and several of 
the ‘rent strikes’ which hit Philly a 
few vears a‘o are depicted. 
Writing all the way is held down 
to the lowest common denominator, 
so that it is impossible for the mes- 


for better housing has been _ thor- 
oughly rewritten for presentation to 
Philly audiences. Still retains, how- 
ever, the gripping qualities that 
maintained it on Broadway so long, 
the principal changes being doc- 
umentary ones to make the play : 
apply locally instead of to New York. a age Prony one. 
Acide from these switches in names, | . — 3 - 
places and dates, the original drama from being stagey and .s often 
by Arthur Arent is left pretty well actual words of prominent persons 


Speeches in 


in ‘ ; : j 

et cs Bey , fully | of staging is largely responsible for 
Local research on = "> an the sustained interest it is able to) 

documented play was done by the} maintain. Scenes are short and 


Federal Writers’ Project, which as- 
sembled the data and prepared a 
rough draft of the script. Then, in 
collaboration with Edward Malle and 
Ben Russosk, of FTP headquarters, 
Aubrey H. Baldwin, head of the 
Philly unit of the Writers’ Project, | 
worked out the final copy. 

Result is an intensely interesting. 
historical and propagandistic drama | 
all the wey through. First of the 
two acts. in which most of the real 
action of the play is concentrated, is 
considerably better theatre than the | 
second. Latter is a little too much 
aken up with ‘message’ and attemnts 
to get a solution of the housing | 
problem to hold interest completely. 


snappy, making for quick action. 
Exvlanatory material is given by the 
‘Voice of the Living Newspaper,’ in- 
visible gabber speaking on the house 


tonkooper,’ an average Philadelphian 
who is seeking a better place in 
which to live. Buttonkooper is on 
stage most of the time, seated in a 
box at the side when not actually 
quorying. 

Set is an adaptation of the New 
Vork one, picturing a tenement. 
Twice a screen is let down and ac- 
tual nhotos of Philly are shot on it 
by slides. As during many other 
portions of the show, there is an 


But it is an excellent way of pre-| annoying lack of professional pre- | 


senting to large numbers of Phila-| cision evidenced here. 
celphians the peculiar problem that} Cast is uniformly good. John de 
faces this old city in getting rid of} Angelis is the ‘voice’ and very con- 
thousands of dwellings that are so| vincing. Particularly good job is 
ancient they are beginning to take| turned in by Bert Griscom as the 
on venerabilitv as historical pieces. | ‘eommon man.’ Buttonkooper. John 
Commendable job of documenta- | Lott, as an early land owner, exhibits 
tion and research has been done. | a swell comic touch and fine shadin«. 
Documentation, in fact, is so com-| Play hopes to stay at least eight 
plete that it sometimes gets in the | weeks, prices ranging from 25c. to 
way. Play, following the outline of | $1.10, and specials are being offered 
its New York counterpart, leads with | to bring in large clubs, unions *nd 
the collapse of a ‘bandbox,’ Philly’s | other groups. Herb. 
equivalent of a tenement. Second 
scene is an investigation into the {For the presentation of ‘One. Third 
cause. From there on begins a flash-| of a Nation’ in Philadelphia and 
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i sage not to be plausible and under- | 


refreshingly free | 


| quoted from the newspapers. Method | 


ip. a. system. He does his exvlaining | 
|to the questions of ‘Angus K. But-, 





EVERETT 
MARSHALL 


Star of “BLOSSOM TIME” 





“ELICITED CHEERS AT THE END OF THE SECOND 
ACT—THEY WERE RICHLY DESERVED’’—; aid KARL 
KRUG of The Pittsburgh, Sun Telegraph, Oct. 11th. 


NOW IN THIRD WEEK 
GRAND THEATRE 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

THE CRITICS SAID 


“Blossom Time.” — By Ashton Stevens 


“Everett Marshall, as Franz Schubert, sings the ‘Song of Love’ the way 
Babe Ruth used to smash out a homer.’ 


@ CHICACO HERALD EXAMINER, O:t. 17, 1938 


“Marshall Scores in ‘Blossom Time’.”.—By Dorothy Dey 


“Everett Marshall gives a svlendid acting Interpretation of the shy 


conte throughout he hits the Marshall stride which we know and admire 
so well. 





e@ CHICAGO DAILY TRIBUNE, Oct. 17, 1938 
“Blossom Time.” — By Cecil Smith 
“Everett Marshall was enthusiastically received by first nighters.” 
@ PITTSBURGH PRESS, Oct. 11, 1938 
“Blossom Time.” — By Dick Foriune 


“Everett Marshall has the role of Franz Schubert and his grand voice 
gets plenty of use in this collection of romaniic musical beauty.” 


@ CHICAGO DAILY NEWS, 0-t. 17, 1938 
“Blossom Time.” — By C. J. Bulliet 


Marshall’s Baritone Voice is Glory of new “Blossom Time” 
“It's aviomatic that the performance of Everett 
Schubert should be the glory of ‘Blossom Time’ 
the ‘classic’ that opened last night at the Grand. 


“Nobody of Marshall's vocal prowess has ever sung the role before. 
Marshall, because of the depth and masculine resonance of his hearty bari- 
tone, sets a new key for the entire operetta. His friends feel the contagion 
of the Marshall personality, and the operetta attains a higher plane emo- 
tionally than heretofore.”’ 


Marshall as Franz 
in the present revival of 


Exclis've Management 


WILLIAM MILLER 
RKO. Bu. ding, Radio City, New York 











other cities, the Federal Theatre 
Project is changing the history of 
New York housing to make it con- 
farm to other locales. Original com- 
pany of ‘Nation’ closed at the Adel- 
phia, N. Y., two weeks ago after a 
45-week run.] 


TWO-A-DAY 
(‘Cavalcade of Vaudeville’) 
(HOLLYWOOD PLAYHOUSE) 

Hollywood, Oct. 30. 


Jack 
Jac k 


revue by Gene Stone and 
production and dances by 


Variety 
Robinson; 





Laughlin; settings, Frederick Stover; cos- 
|} tumes, Victor Nichols; at Hollywood Play- 
house, Oct, 29, '38; $1.10 top. 

Cast Anna Chandler, Truly Shattuck, 
Ethel Davis, Willa Holt Wakefield, Will 
| Armstrong, George Moran, Rex Van, Davie 
| Jamieson, Louise Walker, Eddie Tamblyn, | 
| Bimbo, Limberlegs Edwards, Patsy King, 
Billie Baker, Ruth Howard, Pearl Austin, 
John Ross, Sada Simmons, John Merkyl, 
Jay Bogart, Madeline Reynolds, William 
Burnell, Charles Duncan, Anuy Dexter, 
Jimmy Phillips, Marie Cherry Sill, Ed Ty 
| ler, Earl Renaud, James Clark, Fred Cady, 
Charles Rice, Harry Leff, Richard Warten 
berg, John Marlin, Paul Robe:ts, Karl 
| Norton, Harold Kane, Eugene Conterno, 
Noah Spikre. Ray Thomas, Oscar Teel, 
Frances Hall, William Eberhardt, Lou 
Polley, Henry Sherr. Maude Thorndyke, 
Alice amilion, Teddy Armond. Helen 


Hundley, Richard Yaryan, Ralph Holiand, 
Edie Hoffman, Jack Wacklin, Joe Kemner, 
John Murphy, David Keni, Virginia Wise- 


man, Mildred Willmott, William Passo, 
| June Kirby, Three Wintons, Cuck Doran, 

Sanford Smallfield, Leo Leonard, Kay 

Wright, Robert Clarke. Renato Maurice, | 
| Edwina Allen, Juanita Bach, Matilda Boss, 





Alice Maison, Beverly Messiter, Sally Wed- 
derein, Jack Carter, Terry Gennuro, Randy | 
LaFerr, Bill Norris, Billv Reed. George 
Vierra, Dora Lee, Joseph Cesby, Marie De- | 
| Carlo, Robert Erwin, Morgaret Kennedy 

Michael Modere, Helen Moore, Mthel Phil 

| lips, Ethel Maynard, Lucille Har Ruth 
Sivrut, Anita Tanouary, Paul Tickell, Rav 

Thomas, Peter Seymour, John Murphy, 
| Ethlyn Dectreaux, Donya Deane, Mariorie 
| Moore, Edna Towne, Gail Butler Mar 

| everite Graves. Niland Jordan, Marie Sab- 
bot, Nonette, Zelda Chandler, Edwina Al- 
len, Peggy Doner, Patric'a Pose Rex 
| Faulkner, Edward Hoffman, Joe Brooks, 
| Bender, Davis and Daum. 

| 

— 

| Though 10% narrative and 90% 
| specialties, ‘Two-a-Day’ tells the} 


story of vaudeville in absorbing and 
|}entertaining fashion. As a produc- 
| tion, it is the most ambitious effort 
Pra far by the WPA’s West Coasi 
|F.T.P. unit, and perhaps also of the 
| entire WPA theatre organization. 

And as a show it is worthy of big- 
time consideration. 

Vaudeville’s rise and fall is traced 
from 1890 to the present, paralle'ed 
through 27 master scenes and sundry 
bits with the general state of the 
nation. The scenes each embody 
several types of entertainment popu- 
lar to the times, personalities of the 
day and noteworthy evenis in the 
theatre. Between scenes, the picture 
screen is used to keynote the prog- 
ress of time, flashing such American 
milestones as the passing of the 
horsecar, the Wright Bros. flight, 
|}some flashes from ‘The Great Train 
Robbery,’ the World War, the ’29 
|}market crash (using, once more, 
| VarreTy’s head, ‘Wall St. Lays An 





| Egg’), and a front-page montage toll- | 


| ing vaudeville’s decline. 

The cast of about 100 includes such 
|names as Alma Chandler. Truly 
| Shattuck, Ethel Davis, Willa Holt 
| Wakefield and George Moran (and 
| Mack). Specialties rage from old- 
| time to modern, and about every 
| known type of variety act of the past 
and present, excepting only the 
dramatic sketch, is included. Present 
by imoversonation, in addition to 
those cast in the flesh, are Weber 
and Fields, Eddie Foy, Elsie Janis, 
| Lottie Gilson, Maggie Cline, David 
Warfield, Fay Templeton, Herrmann 
the Great, Nora Bayes, Sis Hopkins 
and the legendary Joe Kane. Even 
Eddie Darling gets a mention, in 
some realistic bookins office chatter 
in a scene on ‘the Palace beach.’ 

Ethel Davis and Anna Chandler 
in their specialities, and both in 

solendid form opening night. recall 
the day of the single woman throu7*h 
‘whom vaudeville gained most of its 
slamour. The audience blistered its 
hands avplauding both of them, and 
it was purely on merit. The show is 
dotted with brilliant specialty offer- 
ings, notably Davey Jamieson’s dem- 
onstration of how the buck and wig 
| originated; Pearl Austin’. comedy 
| ballet solo, Frey Cady and Charles 
| Rice as Weber and Fields, Timber- 
‘legs Edwards’ pantomime, and an un- 
| billed banjo recital by a fellow who 
stopped the works. 
| For time-setting purnoses, in ad- 
| dition to the bistorical flashes on the 
| screen and offstare mike narration 
| by Barrie O’Daniels, tere are four 
| brief ‘tynical Amovican family’ 
| ceenes in dislog, The man ard vr'%e 
' are shown first in 1900, and lost in 
1938, aring with the passin” of time. 
In the first scene. as a voun* counle, 
they sneak of going to Mineir’s Bow- 
ery for the evenins, In the Inst scene 
their grandson asks, ‘What is vaude- 
ville? 

There is some good-natured kid- 
dint along with the sincerity, but it’s 
all from the heart and vet never self- 
nityin?. The subject is vaudeville and 
it’s treated factually, not weeninelv. 
That v-udeville wos orce our best 

'entertairmeont is said at the hesin- 
ning, and the show sets out through 
its talent to prove it. 

Jack Lauvhlin’s staring and dance 
direction are excellent. 

This show shoulén’t fold uv after 
its L. A.-Hollywood run. It deserves 
to be trouned wherever there’s a 
thertre tet can ninv it, to bo seen 
bv those who would lite to brve the 
old davs recalled, and by. those such 
as the erandson in the erct wha 








also might ask, ‘What is: vaudeville?’ 





Philly Ballet Becomes 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 
Philadelphia Ballet, under direc- 
tion of Catherine Littlefield, has gone 
| to Chicago, where it will be official 





dance group for Chicago Civic Opera | 


Co. Company will remain there for 


seven and a half weeks, until Dec. | 


18, shortly before starting road tour 
|}of Canada and the west. 

Group of 48 will work in five 
operas a week in Chi and give one 
night a week of all-ballet. They will 
give many of the faves they pre- 
sented during last summer’s Eur- 
opean tour and new number to Ferde 
|Grofe’s ‘Cafe Society.’ 


ALMA GLUCK 
DIES IN N. Y. 


ee 
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Alma Gluck, 54, wife of Efrem 
Zimbalist, and in her own right an 
opera and concert star, in addition 
to being a phonograph best-seller, 
died in a New York hospital, Oct. 27, 
after a long illness. She had been un- 
der intensive treatment all summer, 
but weat to the hospital only a few 
| weeks ago. 

Born in Rumania in 1884 as Reba 
Fiersohn, she was brought to N. Y. 
at an early age. She was educated 
in the public schools, attended the 
N. Y. normal school, later to be- 
come Hunter College, and graduated 
from Union college, Schenectady. 
She became a stenographer in a law 
office and married Bernard Gluck, an 
insurance salesman, whom she later 
divorced. She gave no special thought 
to her voice and received no early 
musical education. 

Later: she siudied with Arturo 
Buzzi-Peccia, who brought her to the 
attention of Toscanini. 
latter’s recommendation that she wzs 
engaged by the Metropolitan. She 
made her debut with that company 
in 1909, singine Gilda in ‘Rigoletto’ at 
the Philadelphia performance which 
marked the American debut of Tito 
Ruffo. A few days later she made 
her N. Y. bew at the New theatre 
(later the Century), which was op- 
erated by the Met. Her first assign- 
ment was Charlotte in ‘Werther,’ and 
in that first year she sang 11 roles, 
something of a record for a novice. 

She remained with the Met until 
1913, but meaniime established her- 
self as a concert artist, appearing as 
soloist with various orchestras. She 
coached with Jean de Reszke and 
with Marcella Sembrich. Before the 


other soloists, Gadski and Schumann- 
Heink as a boxoffice draw, Her 
voice recorded singularly well, and 
one disc, ‘Carry Me Back to Ol’ Vir- 
ginny’ scld in excess of 1,000,000 
records. Be.ween 1914 and 1918 her 
royalties amounted to $600,000. 

In 1914 she married Zimbalist, and 
until 1925 they pursued their sena- 
rate careers, somecimes appearing 
jointly, but more ofien in individual 
dates. In the latter year she en- 
nounced her re.irement to give all of 
her time to her family life. There- 
after she kept her contacts with the 
art world through musical parties at 
her home, though she made infre- 
quent appearances for worthy causes. 
She did much to promote the musical 
careers of many novices, was one of 
the founders of the American Guild 
of Musical Ariisis and was a vice- 
president of the union at the time 
of her death. a : 

Besides her widower, three chil- 
dren survive, Mrs. Marcia Deven- 
port, daughter of her first husband 
and a prominent writer; Efrem Zim- 
balist, Jr.. and Maria, now Mrs. Og- 
| den Goelct, Jr. 


BALLET RUSSE DOES 
SOCK $83,000 in N.Y. 


Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 
which terminated its encagement ai 
the Metropolitan opera hcuse, New 
York, Sunday night (30), is estimated 
; having grossed $83,000 for 23 por- 
| formances. Averr~e takings nightly 
were around $3,500. 

| Ticket demand for the ballet had 
a increased, with the final 
showings virtually sold out in ad- 
} vance. 














Official Chi Opera Group 


It was on the | 


war she was topped by only two} 


Refusal of Menuhin to Jon AGMA 2 
Causes Union to Nix L. A. Orch Date 


Permission for Yehudi Menuhin 
to appear as guest soloist with the 
Los Angeles Symphony has béen 
refused by the American Guild of 
Musical Artists. Organization took 
that action Monday (31) in notify. 
ing the Southern California Sym- 
phony Assn. that its contract with 
| AGMA would be enforced. 
| Menuhin was scheduled to play 
| with the Los Angeles orchestra Nov. 
| 3-4, but the matter came to a head 
| when he was notified by the man- 
lasement that its contract with 
| AGMA required that all guest art- 
|ists be members of fhe organization. 
'In a letter which he released to the 
| press, Menuhin stated flatly that he 
would not join AGMA, explaining, 
‘lI am a free lance, and my art be- 
longs purely to the concert stage. 
|He added that when he signed a 
| year ago for the guest date usthing 
|}was said about membership in 
AGMA. 

Besides notifying the Southern 
California Symphony Assn. that it 
would enforce its contract and ask- 
ing Menuhin to reconsider his 
stand, the AGMA board requested 
its affiliates, the Screen Actors 
Guild, Actors Equity. the American 
Federation coc: Radio Ariists to inform 
their members of the resolution and 
it also sent copy to Local 47, Amer- 
icr-n Federation of Musicians. 

In a statement accompanying its 
resolution, the AGMA board called 
Menuhin’s action in refusing to join 
AGMA ‘all the more regrettable that 








|he seems to place himself in op- 
| position to the best welfare of his 
fellow artists. 


Statement was signed by the board 
of governors, of which Jascha Hei- 
fetz is first vice-president. Other 
board members present included 
Mischa Elman, Larny Ross, James 
Melton, Alexander Smallens, Queena 
Mario, Margaret Speaks, Eva Gau- 
their and Frnst Lerts. Lawrence 
Tibbett, AGMA prez, did not at- 
tend, but was in touch with board 
members from Columbus, Ohio, 
, where he was making a concert ap- 
pearance. 
| Thought likely that AGMA might 
|have allowed Menuhin to appear 
| with the Los Angeles orchestra if 
|he had not made a public issue of 
iit. AGMA has at other times not 
| insisted on a strict application of its 
rules. 

Reporied that Menuhin was to 
have received $3.000 for his Los 
Angeles dates. Also explained that 
he may still fulfill the engagement 
if he applies for membership in 
AGMA. 


TAC’s Dance Group 


Theatre Arts Committee has ex- 
tended its activities through the for- 
mation of a dance division. Jane 
Dudley is chairman of the commit- 
tee, which includes Sophie Maslow, 
George Backman, Henrietta Green- 
hood and Bessie Schoenberg. 

Committee of sponsors. include 
Martha Graham, Sai Ishoki, Si-Lan 
Chen, Jose Limon, Charles Weidman, 
Muriel Stuart, Dorothy Fox and 
Doris Humphrey. 


‘Take It’ 4G in Jersey 


Maplewood, N. J., No. 1. 

*You Cen't Take It With You’ at 
the Maplewood got only $4,000, fair. 
Two previous apneorances of the at- 
traction in nearby Newark plus the 
film version showed their efiect at 
the b. o. 

Current attraction: Eugenie Leon- 
tovich in ‘Tovarich.’ 

E=timate for Last Week 

‘You Con’t Take It With You, 
Maplewood (1.420; 25-$1.00). Comedy 
a about got by at nearly $4,000, ~: - 
air, 

















‘ . , . . 
Pins’ 8G in Cincy 
Cincinnati, Nov. 1. 
After satisfactory opening week on 
‘Pins and Needles,’ the Cox has Tal- 
lulah Eankhead in ‘I Am Different,’ 
currently at $2.75: top, with ‘What 
a Life’ to follow. 
Estimate fer Last Week 
‘Pins and Needles’ (Cox; 1,336; 
$2.26). Favorable reviews and spon- 
sored parties for first two nitht per- 
|f-rmances helped to good $7.800. 
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| Austrolian and 


New Zealand Thea- 
tres, Lid., Managing Directors’ Frank 
ig S. Tait. S&S §. Crick, G. B. Dean, 
resent :— 


| VIOLET CARLSON 


as the Star of 


*“ROSE-MARIE” 


ROYAL THEATRE 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 
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All Chi Theatres Have Shows, B.0,; Bankhead Okay $12,500 


Sasan’ Smash $100, Mice’ Good 126 


* 


Chicago, Nov. 1. 


Loop legit season is now reaching 
its peak activity, with all theatres 
occupied and a steady demand from 
eastern managers for local parking 
space. Next week will see not only 
all four of the regular loop spots 
loaded, but also the big Auditorium, 
which will have ‘The Women’ re- 
turning to town for a second visit, 
this time with the New York cast. 
Auditorium becomes an important 
factor in Chicago’s legit picture this 
year, with Ada Katz setting top east- 
‘ern shows for the house despite its 
immense size. 

Also coming in will be ‘On Bor- 
rowed Time,’ at the Grand, and 
Dame Nature,’ into the Erlanger. 
The latter is the third show on the 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tion list. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ second ATS 
show, opened neatly in the Selwyn. 
No smash, but a good take that is 
considerably on the profit side. Has 
been getting some coin on overflow 
from ‘Susan and God,’ which is a 


sensation in this burg. The Gertrude | 


Lawrence show is sold for weeks in 
advanee and will s‘ick here until the 
first of the year. 

‘Blossom Time’ perked consider- 
ally in the Grand and, on its final 
week, should zoom into large numer- 
als. Other musical is the WPA 
‘Mikado,’ which is running at ca- 
pacity in the Great Northern. It’s 
a swingopated version of the comic 
opera. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

‘Blessom Time,’ Grand (3d and 
final week) (1,300; $2.75). Upped 
several grand above last week; hit 
fine $11,000 for its second session in 
show’s ninth Chi visit in 15 years. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Selwyn (2d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Building. Fin- 
ished first week to good $12,000, 
climbing steadily. 

‘Susan and God,’ Harris (4th week) 
(1,000: $2.75). Doing great biz. Again 
better than $18,000, spectacular. 

WPA 


‘The Mikado,’ Great Northern. 
Great biz for the all-colored version. 


COHAN A CIVIC EVENT 
IN CLEVE, SMASH 286 








. Cleveland, Nov. 1. 


Previous fortnight’s so-so grosses 
with two respeaters, ‘Women’ and 
*You Can't Take It,’ were completely 
off-set and equalized by ‘I'd Rather 
Be Right,’ which almost rang up a 
record for the Hanna last week. 

House, as well as the town, was 
right in George M. Cohan’s hand 
from the opening show, newspapers 
treating him like a civic event. 
Fourth and final nights were sell- 
outs. Baleony seats went so fast 
that Bill Blair installed 60 extra 
chairs on second floor every per- 
formance. Proved it's the attraction 
that counts and that Cleveland isn’t 
a bad show-town when one like this 
comes age $27,500 dropped into 
theatre's ‘ers at $3.50 top. Next 
to Helen Hayes’ figure, which topped 
it last season, it’s one of the Hanna’s 
best grosses in recent lears. 

‘What a Life,’ current, is in an 
awkward spot, coming between Co- 
han’s wow and Katharine Cornell’s 
Nov. 7 date in ‘Herod and Mari- 
amne.’ Play House is holding ‘Star 
Wagon’ and ‘Tonight at 8:30" an- 
other stanza. 

Estimate fer Last Week 

‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Hanna (1,- 
425; $3.50 top).. Season’s first socko, 
Cohan doing more for house in way 
of good-will ballyhoo than anything 
80 far. Gross of $27,500 is phenome- 
nal around here for a legit show. 


Revamping ‘Soliloquy’; 
Sim $8,000 in L. A. 


Les Angeles, Nov. 1. 
Biltmore went dark (29) after one 
week of ‘Soliloquy,’ closed abruptly 
to permit rewriting before going into 
New York. Next attraction coming 
into the Biltmore will be ‘The Torch- 
ee moving in either Nov. 28 or 








Estimate fer Last Week 

‘Selilequy,’ Biltmore (D-1,656; 
$2.75). Heavy opus well liked by 
those who saw it, but had to be con- 
tent with slim $8,000, not profitable. 

WPA 

“Twe-a-Day,’ Hollywood Playhouse. 
FTP’s cavalcade of vaude preemed 
(29). Cast includes many old-time 
vaudevillians. 

‘Run, Little Chillun,’ Mayan. Proj- 
ect’s long-time all-colored musical 
stick. vntil Nov, 20 for total of 20 
weeks. 

‘Alien fern, Belasco. Current. 
aie repluced (18) by ‘Bird of Par- 





Baito Paves ‘Read’ with 





Baltimore, Nov. 1. 


after chalking up a surprising $10,- 
600 for ‘Tobacco Road’ in its fourth 
visit to Ford's last week. Sensa- 
tional biz built steadily and more 
|than doubled last year’s take at same 
| house. 





| 


Thanksgiving week, when ‘Golden 
Boy’ comes to Ford’s. Two-day date 
for Cornelia Otis Skinner is set for 
| indie-booked Auditorium Nov. 4. 
| Three performances of pop-priced 
grand opera by National Grand 
Opera Co. at the Maryland (29-30) 
jreached okay $4,000, with Jan Peerce 
lin ‘Traviata’ selling out solid. 
Estimates fer Last Week 
*‘Tobacce Read,’ (Ford's) 
$1.65). 
|600. Exceptional biz for fourth local 
|appearance. Matinees extra big. 
| National Grand Opera Ce., Mary- 
| land (1,750; $1.65) (two days), Fop- 
| priced opera featuring Viola Philo 
land Jan Peerce held up in good 
| style to nice $4,000. 


GRID UPS ‘LADY 
TO 176, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 
Conclusive proof that producers 
and local managers alike are satisfied 
| with legii business here so far this 
fall is found in the fact, that the three 
, Shubert-booked houses—Forrest, Lo- 
|cust and Chestnut—list shows for all 


ithree that will keep them lighted 
| with only a couple of short breaks up 
to the holidays and, perhaps, until 
the middle of January. Not in four 
;or five years have Philly’s legit 
|houses been so generously booked. 
| Another encouraging feature is num- 
‘ber of trycuts, very scarce, indeed, 
| around here in past reasons. 

The independently operated Erlan- 
ger also is having better luck than it 
enjoyed the last two seasons. ‘Brother 
Rat’ is there now for two weeks (re- 
turn); ‘All Around the Town,’ Mask 
and Wig show, comes Thanksgiving 
week, and ‘Tobacco Road’ is reported 
for a preholiday run. 

‘Amphitryon 38’ continued to lead 
the town by a wide margin in its sec- 
ond and last week at the Chestnut, 
which ended Saturday (29) night. 
Seat sale for “The Sea Gull,’ which 
the Lunts are offering this week only 
and not on subscription, isn’t as star- 
tling, but nice biz should be realized. 


Ethel Barrymore’s ‘Whiteoaks’ 
turned in a sturdy first week’s gross, 
and will reund out its fortnight’s stay 
with plenty of profit. ‘Great Lady,’ 
panned by the reviewers (who, how- 
ever, all handed out bouquets on the 
production), did better trade than ex- 
pected, being aided by the fact it was 
the only musical show in town during 
a week which culminated in the tra- 
ditionally profitable Penn-Navy foot- 
ball game. There were plenty. of vis- 
isters in tcwn (also for Friday night’s 
Temple game), and ‘Great Lady’ 
wound up an only moderately good 
week in a blaze of glory. 











at the Chestnut. Next week finds 
Golden Boy’ bowing in at the Locust, 


tenant. 


‘Shadow and Substance’ is skedded to 
start a two weeks’ return at the For- 
rest. Nov. 21 ‘Our Town.’ at the Lo- 
cust. and the Mask and Wig show, at 
the Erlanger. are the bookings. On 
Dec. 5 Thernton Wilder's ‘Merchant 
1of Yonkers’ is listed for the Forrest, 
and the same house gets the new 
| musical, ‘Swing to the Left,’ Dec. 19. 
Estimetes fer Last Week 


‘Amphbitryon 38’ (Chestnut) 2d 
| week (1.800: $2.85). Lunts ended two 








| weeks’ ATS subscription run to $18,- | 


|500, which would have been more 
without subscription reductions. This 
week's ‘SeaGull’ (not AST) had 
good but not so notable advance. 
‘Whiteeaks’ ‘Locust) Ist week 
| (1,400: $2.85). Crix raved over Ber- 
rymore if not show, and star is hav- 
ing her best success here in a long 
time. $12,500, and should up that this 
| week. 


| ‘Great Lady’ (Forrest) 2d week 
| (2,000; $3.42). In first full week 
ishow pliyed three performances 


previous week, big musical hit $17,000 
despite adverse reviews. Scale and 
| weekend out-of-towners for football 
games turned the trick. 


Big $10,600 in 4th Visit 


| American Theatre management -to 


} 


| Nothing more is listed here until | 


| 
| 


| 


(1,900; | 
Chalked up surprising $10,- | 


Town is currently dark for legit | 


HUB HAS PLENTY 


Despite St. L. Critics 


St. Louis, Nov. 1. 

Although Tallulah Bankhead her- 
self drew raves from local crix, they 
were 100% in nixing ‘I Am Differ- 
ent’ as a vehicle for her talents. 
However, heavy patronage of dele- 
gates to the week long convention of 
the American Dental Assn., plus biz 
from members of the Playgoers, Inc., 
who reserved seats for this piece 
enabled the 





s¢veral months ago, 


finish with a neat profit. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘I Am Different’ (American) (1,707; 
50c-$2.24). Copped good $12,500 in 
eight performances, despite unfavor- 
able comment of crix. 





LEGIT AND B.0.; 
LEAVE, 246 


$70,000, Hamlet, 


Premiere Cards Slow Up: ‘Lincoln, = 


$17,000, Climbing, 


Wilde, $16,700, ‘Kiss, $16,000, SRO 


Number of new productions arriv- 





American is dark currently, but | 
| reopens Sunday (6) with ‘You Can’t | 
| Take It With You,’ which did swell | 
biz here last season. | 





Boston, Nov. 1. 
For the first two months of this 
season, the Hub has seen more shows 
come in than for any similar period | 
in many years past. Currently there | 


ing on Broadway in the past two 


weeks was somewhat under expecta- | 


tions. Last week there was but one, 
plus a night club melier, the current 
week having three premieres and 
next week carded for two. Past week 
was featured by withdrawals, mostly 
fast flops. 


Strengthening of the newer suc- | 


cesses, however, was marked with 
‘Able Lincoln in Illinois’ taking the 
straight show leadership, scoring a 
gross of $20,000 and topping in 
agency demand. Full length ‘Ham- 
let’ went forward to $17,000 and is 


still climbing, while ‘Kiss the Boys | 


Goodbye, at neariy $16,666, and 


‘Oscar Wilde,’ $16,700, drew standee | 


trade along with ‘Lincoln.’ 


In the musical group ‘I Married an | 


Angel’ still tops, around $28,060, with 
‘Helizapoppin’ creeping up, its gross, 
around $26,000, being tilted by a 
boost in the week-end scale from 
$3.30 to $4.40—for the benefit of foot- 
ball crowds. ‘Knickerbocker Holi- 
day’ is rated having a good chance, 
despite lukewarm notices, getting 
$18,000 the first full week at the Bar- 
rymore; “The Fabulous Invalid,’ at 


| $16,000, is net up to expectations as | 
i yet; ‘Sing Out the News’ is slightly | 


up with a similar take; ‘You Never 
Know’ claims some improvement, 


|are four shows on the pro boards, | but the cast took a cut. 
|plus ‘Haiti’ on the Federal Theatre | 


stage. 


‘Madame Capet’ was a quick flop 


Two weeks ago four shows (at the Cort, being yanked after seven | 


| opened here in the same week; and | performances. ‘Knights of Song,’ 51st 


| 


| 





j 


{ 


This week’s openings are ‘Brother | $13,000 last week, with promise of 
Rat,’ at the Erlange>, and ‘Sea Gull,’ | better tally for final stanza _ this 


with the Chestnut so far without a $2.75) (2nd wk). 1 é 
Nov. 14 Fred Stone’s ‘Light- | Claire and John Williams in this one, | 
nin’’ revival comes to that house, and but the play got adverse press and | 





| 
| 
| 


} 


Golden Boy.’ 


|Beoston’s alley. Pick up in second 


next week there are three more: | 
‘Flying Ginsburgs,’ a Vinton Freed- | 
iey comedy, Nov. 8; ‘Boys From | 
Syracuse,’ a George Abbott-Rodgers- 
Hart musical, Nov. 7; and Lew Les- 
lie’s ‘Blackbirds,’ Nov. 7. 

Fred Stone came in Monday (31) 
with ‘Lightnin,’ adding to ‘Leave It 
to Me,’ ‘Shadow and Substance,’ and 
Not only is Boston 
well stocked with legit entertain- 
ment, but it is digging into the b.r. 
to support it. ‘Leave It to Me,’ the 
new Freedley musical, opened high, 
built up to a smash second stanza 
and holds for a third. Show will be 
revised some more before going to 
New York, and evidently will make 
some more dough here while under- 
going the changes. 

‘Shadow’ and ‘Golden Boy’ are | 
more than holding their own, after 
two weeks each, running about neck- 
and-neck on b.o. takes. ‘Boy’ leaves | 
Saturday (5) and ‘Shadow’ stays an- 
other week beyond that. 

Four simultaneous openings would 
be an unusual situation for Broadway, 
and here it was evident that some- 
one would feel the stiff competish. 
‘Yankee Fable,’ starring Ina Claire, 
was the weak sister, and took it on 
the chin during its 10-day tryout. 
Quit Saturday (29). 

Another healthy sign is that the 
Majestic, long dark for regular legit, 
will be reopened next week for 
‘Blackbirds.’ With the Monte Carlo 
Ballet taking the Opera House Nov. 
7, all available houses in town will 
be occupied next week. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

‘Leave It to Me’ (Shubert; 1,590; 
$3.30) (2nd wk). If b.o. reeeption 
here is amy gauge, Victor Moore, 
William Gaxton and Sophie Tucker 
witil cavort through the winter in 
this one on Broadway. Second week 
was solid, $24,400, but there’s more 
polishing to be done, so it stays one 
more weck. 

‘Shadow and Substance’ (Wilbur) 
(1,200; $2.75) (2nd wk). Right up 








frame to over $12,000, advance for 

final two weeks is encouraging. 
‘Gelden Bey’ (Plymouth) (1,480; 

$2.75) (2nd wk). Very satisfactory 


week. 
‘Yankee Fable’ (Colonial) (1,643; 
They liked Ina 


word-of-mouth; $6,500 not so hot. 


‘Women’ Nice $14,500 
In Lusty Det. Season 








Detroit, Nov. 1. 

Local season, although only three 
weeks old, is a lusty pup with three 
topnotch grosses in a row. 

Latest is nifty $14500 for ‘The 
Women,’ which played at Cass less 
than year ago. Current is Katharine 
Cornell's ‘Herod and Mariamne’ at 
season's top price of $3.30. Balcony | 
and orchestra practically s.r.o. for 
entire six performances long before 


|} opening night (31). 


} 
| 


Estimate fer This Week 

‘The Women,’ Cezss (1,509: $2.75). | 
Return enzavement less than year 
clipped off nice $14.500 in nine per- 
formances. Current is ‘Herod and 
Mariamne.” at $3.30 top. | 
Other Attraeticns i 

San Carle (Masonic Aude: $1.65). 
Six performances last week packed | 
‘em to virtual capacity nightly. 


| (40th week) (D-1,019; $3.30). 


Street; ‘Case History,’ Lyceum; ‘Mis- 
souri Legend,’ Empire, were sudden 
withdrawals last Saturday (29), also, 
while this week ‘Dame Nature,’ 
Booth, and ‘On Borrowed Time,’ 
Longacre, will terminate, latter be- 
ing the only winner of the sextet. 
‘Prologue to Glory,’ a WPAer, also 
closes. 

Due next week are ‘Leave It to 
Me,’ postponed from last week, Im- 
perial, and “Where Do We Go From 
Here,’ which relights the revamped 
Vanderbilt. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abe Lineoln in Mlineis,’ Plymouth 
(3d week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Jumped 
to capacity, with standees in most 
performances last week when the 
gross went around $20,000 mark. 

‘Bachelor Born,’ Mansfield (41st 
week) (C-1,097; $3.30). Has been 


going along to modest grosses, but | 
to some profit; fifth house for show; | 


around $5,000. 


‘Case Histery,’ Lyceum. Taken off 
Saturday; played one week and two 
nights; less than $1,000 last week. 

‘Dame Nature,” Booth (6th week) 
(C-708; $3.30). Final week; goes to 
Chicago; one week longer than sub- 
scription period and not strong 
enough; estimated around $7,500. 

‘Danten’s Death,’ Mercury (ist 
week) (D-660; $2.75). Postponed 
again and now slated to open to- 
night (Wed.). 


’ 46th Street (7th 
week) (R-1,375; $3.30) with top 
raised to $4.40 last Friday and Sat- 
urday because of football crowds, 
hit revue went to $26,000. 

‘I Married an Angel,’ Shubert 
(26th week) (M-1,367; $4.40). The 
newer musicals have not .affeeted 
the great holdever is main- 
taining, and the weekly takings con- 
tinue around $28,000. 

‘Kiss the Boys Geodbye,’ Miller 
(6th week) (C-944; $3.30). Geiéting 


| all the house will hold at the seale; 
| gross not far from $16,000 mark, 


with ticket demand 
heavy. ? 

‘Knickerbocker MHoeliday,’ Barry- 
more (3d week) (M-1,096; $4.40). 
Building nicely and expected to 
make a run of it; first iull week 
rated over $18,000. 

‘Knights ef Seng,’ 
Taken off Saturday after playing 
two weeks; takings estimated around 
$7,000; house dark again. 

‘Madame Capei,’ Cort. Closed 
abrupily Saturday, too; so-so press; 
played seven performances. 

*‘Micseuri Legend,’ Empire. Closed 
Saturday after playing mild six 
weeks; rated around $6,500; next at- 


abnormally 


| traction, ‘Herod and Mariamnc.’ 
‘On 


Borrewed Time,’ Longacre 
Final 
week; good run which might have 


extended through autumn, but more 


coin expected on road; rated over | 


$8,000; ‘Lorelei’ next attraction. 


‘Oscar Wilde,’ Fulton (4th week) 


(D-913; $3.30). Climbed to $16,700, 
which is over capacity in this spot at 
scale; standees some nights. 

‘Our Tewn,’ Morosco (40th week) 
(D-961; $3.50). Going to road after 
another two weeks; topped the 
straight shows from spring -until 
new clicks arrived; $8,500. 


Run,’ Windsor (ist | 
Presented | 


Sheep, 
week) (CD-969: $3.30). 
by Donald Blackwell and Raymond 
Curtis; written by Raymond Knight; 
opens tomorrow (Thursday ). 
‘Sing Qut the News,’ Music Box 
(6th week) (R-1,013; $4.40). Some- 


i what improved and may stay into 


5ist Street. | 





| winter period; business around 
| $16,000; fairly good for revue at 
scale. 

‘The Fabulous Imvalid,” Broad- 


hurst (4th week) (CD-1,116; $3.85). 
Not getting attendance expected, but 
figured to improve; last week’s tak- 
ings approximated $16,000, which is 
fairly good at scale. 

‘Tobacco Read,’ Forres!, (256th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). ‘Will «2tempt 
to keep low cost run show “hrough 
| winter; slightly under prewi«\\.s pace 
last week at $5,000. 

‘You Never Know,’ Winter (jarden 
(7th week) (R-1,671; $3.30'. Cast 
teok salary cut and closim! notice 
jtaken down; revue maybe luwweking 


even with indicated taking over 
| $16,000. 

‘Vietoria Regina’ (repes!) (5th 
|} week) (CD-1,214; $3.30). (\Martin 
| Beck (5th week). Holding erwellent 
pace for return -engagemen!: last 
week smal! variance, with tlaknigs 
topped $18.000; due to stick until 


early January. 
‘Waltz in Goose Step,’ Hudsia (st 
week) (D-1,004; $3.30). Presem ed by 


| Julien (Jack) St. Charles (“haque- 
|neau; written by Oliver H. PF. Gar- 
| rett; opened Twesday. 

“What a Life,” Biltmore (29th 


| week) (C-991; $3.30). Still om week- 
'to-week basis, with cast getting mini- 
|mum salaries, but participeting in 
profits if earned; around $5,0))0). 


*You Can’t Take EH With Weu,’ 
| Ambassador (99th week) ‘i°- |,156; 
| $1.65). Moved from Imperia! ‘Mon- 
|}day (31); third heuwse to ge: run 


| laugh show, which continues dwipite 
| picturization; got $7,500 last week 
and made some coin. 

| Revivi) 

| ‘Hamlet,’ St. James (4th week (D- 
| 1,520; $3.30). Slated to play «mntil 
| Dec. 19; full length version's ‘raw 
to top heavy, but fairly song 
downstairs; over $17,000 claime:' 
Added 

| ‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor hitage 
| (49th week) (R-500; $2.75). Avwwrage 
| is $6,000 weekly; last week sli; wtiy 
lunder that tevel, but satisfa:sory 
and more this week. 

| “Fhe Girl From Wyoming,’ A. er- 
| ican Music Hall (2d week). Owe of 
| those so-called musical melodrimas 
in night resort, where booge is a \ail- 
_able; opened Saturday (29). 

WPA 


‘Qn the Rocks,’ Daby’s. 

‘Prologue te Giery,’ 
week); final week. 

‘The Big Biow,” Elliot. 


CRIX NIX CORNELL'S 
PLAY; BUT 136, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. 

With Katharine Cornell insisting 
upon an extra day of rehearsals, 
Nixcn got only four days and six 
| perfermanees of ‘Herod and Mari- 
amne’ last week and finished with 
fair $13,500, lowest gross star has 
done here in some time. Show was 
| originzlly scheduled to open Tues- 
day (25), but didn't get underway 
until a night later. 

Advance orders were ail that 
saved it. Balcony and gallery were 
practically clean at getaway, but 
customers waited for the reviews be- 
fore going for the downstairs ducats 
at $3.30. Notices without exception 
| were poor and result was that win- 
dow sale fell off to practically noth- 


Ritz ‘29th 











ing following premiere. 


George M. Cohan is current in ‘Td 
_ Rather Be Right’ and will play to 
| pretty close to $30,000 at $3.85 and 
could have easily rematned a sec- 
ond week. ‘Whiteoaks’ comes in 
| Monday, then Lunts in ‘Amphitryon’ 
as second ATS attraction, with 
| Thanksgiving Week still open and 
, ‘Pins and Needles’ and ‘Golden Boy’ 
| following. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Hered and Mariamne’ ‘Nixon; 
2,100; $3.30). Only four deys and six 
performances for this one and $13.- 
500 anything but gr-tifvine. consid- 
ering star’s usu:* pull. Most of that 
was in advance sale. After critics 
turned in their unfavorable reports, 
tickets went begging. 


‘ ’ . 

Daughter’ 2'4G in B’klyn 

Brooklyn, Nov. 1. 

“Yes, My Darling Dauchter.’ at 
Shubert, brought in attraetive $2,500. 
Two burlesque houses now going 
| strong in downtown area, Star and 
, Werba’s. 

Current attraction at Shubert is 
“Moon Over Mulberry Street.’ Brat- 
tleboro theatre opened this week 
with ‘Coniur.’ new pley. 

Estimate fer Last Week 

‘Yes, My Deriing Dauchter’ (Shu- 
_bert) (1,750; 25-85). Made profit at 
$2,500. - 

WPA 


‘Pinafere,’ Academy of Music. Gil- 
bert and Sullivan company smacked 
out home run. 
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Canby Sells Sat, Review Holdings 


Financial interest of Henry Seidel 
Canby in the Saturday Review 


him, with Noble A. Cathcart and 
George Stevens now the sole two 


ly, Stevens replaces Canby as V.-p. | 
and Cathcart continues as prez and 
treasurer. 

Canby continues as a contributing 
editor, along with William Rose | 
Benet ar.d Christopher Morley. Ste- 
vens is editor, with Amy Loveman | 
associate ed. 

Not generally remembered that the 
first prez of the Saturday Review | 
was Henry S. Luce, the Time-Life- | 
Fortune emir. That was when Canby, 
editor of the old New York Evening 
Post’s book section, the Literary Re- 
view, decided to break away in 1924 
and start a literary weekly. 

The new Saturday Review of Lit- | 
erture was quartered with Time in 
an old converted brewery, subse- | 
quently moving to its present loca- | 
tion. Another fledgling weekly in| 
the same building was the New | 
Yorker. 

Stock interest of Luce and his as- | 
sociates in the Saturday Review was 
acquired two years late by Canby’s 
group. Specific incident whici. led to 
the split was that Time, although its | 
editorial offices were in New York, 
was published in Cleveland. Plane 
carrying editorial matter for a com- 
plete issue of the Saturday Review 
crashed in flames, and the literary 
weekly nearly missed that issue. 
Upon Canby’s insistence that the Sat- 
urday Review be published in New 
York, Luce sold him Time’s interest, 
to publish it where he pleased. 

Disposal of Canby’s interest in the 
mag involves no changes in policy. 


| 





Authors Guild’s Meeting 


Members of the council to be 
elected at the annual meeting of the 
Authors Guild this afternoon 
(Wednesday) at the Midston hotel, 
N. Y., include Sherwood Anderson, 
Silas Bent, Latrobe Carroll, Octavus 
Roy Cohen, Mary Field Parton, Na- 
thaniel Peffer, Carl Sandburg, Ly- 
man Beecher Stowe, John W. Van- 
dercook and Thyra Samter Winslow. 
Anderson, Bent, Stowe and Vander- 


of | 


Literature has been disposed of by | 


| severance pay reported at $945. 


mer a story in another daily con- 
nected Frayne and Bill Farnsworth 
with Mike Jacobs’ fight promotions, 
they having previously represented 
Mrs. W. R. Hearst’s Free Milk Fund 
for Babies, which received a per- 


ear, or 
stockholders. Under the altered man- | centage of the gate up to a y 


agement set-up of the literary week- | 


so, ago. Farnsworth, former sports 
columnist of the Journal, is now 


| vice-president of the 20th Century 


Sporting Club, which is Jacobs’ in- 
corporated fight outfit. Frayne has 
also joined up with the club, which 
headquarters at the Hippodrome. 


At the time of the alleged expose, | 
his resignation, | 


Frayne turned in 
which was refused. Since then, 
Joseph P. Connolly, Hearst’s King 
Features Syndicate head, was ap- 
pointed head of all the publisher’s 
dailies. Known that Connolly in 
against any of the staff being con- 
nected with professional promoters, 
which probably prompted Frayne to 
again resign. Understood, however, 
that the Journal bought his term con- 
tract, paying off in full. 

Kase, who started in Brooklyn. has 
been one of the best inside men on 
the Journal and was taken off base- 
ball last season and assigned to the 


sports office. James Cannon, an- 
other Journal sports department 
by-liner, has been let out, with 


Ed 
B. Cochrane, of the Chicago Herald- 
Examiner, who is in general charge 
of all Hearst sports departments, was 
called to New York just prior to the 


Journal changes. 





Halliburton Sailing 


Richard Halliburton’s taste for 
adventure acquires a new _ spice 
shortly when the adventurer-writer 
leaves Hongkong in a Chinese junk 
for San Francisco. Halliburton, who 
left Frisco for the Chinese city, 
Sept. 23, intends starting his trip 
Christmas Day, accompanied by sev- 
eral Dartmouth and Harvard stu- 
dents for his crew. 

Bell Syndicate has contracted 
with Halliburton for him to write a 
series of 15 articles dealing with his 
experiences on the trip and has al- 
ready sold them to several dailies. 
Halliburton’s voyage is reported also 
tied up with the Frisco Fair. Re- 
port from the Coast that Hallibur- 





cook are incumbent members. Coun- | 


cil numbers 30 members, 10 of whom 
are elected each year. 

Henrik Willem van Loon, Guild 
president, will give his annual re- 
port and Knowles Entrikin, Radio 
Writers Guild vice-prez, and Sidney 
Fleischer, film sales arbiter, will also 
speak. Among the subjects which 
the Guild has ‘een studying for 
some time and which may be con- 
sidered at the meeting are various 
‘grievances’ against magazine pub- 
lishers, such as title changes without 
permission of the author, changes in 
scripts, delay in reporting and ac- 
cepiance of scripts, delay in payment, 
question of purchase -of serial rights 
only or inclusion of all rights, ques- 
tion of when an order can be con- 
sidered an actual order, how definite 
a commitment can be obtained for an 
order talked over with an editor, re- 
jecting of articles after extensive 
changes have been made, ideas 
turned down by editors and later 
written for the same magazine by 
other writers, payment of expenses 
for research and travel over and 
above payment for articles. 





Annenberg-Stern Feud Spreads 


That the bitter feud between J. 
David Stern, publisher of the Demo- 
cratic Philly Record, and Moe An- 
nenberg, publisher of the Republi- 
can Inquirer, had spread from poli- 
tics to the business office of the two 
papers was indicated this week. An- 
nenberg refused to sit down with 
reps of the Newsboys’ Union and 
other papers, reputedly because Dr. 
Luther Harr, treasurer of the Rec- 
ord, was there representing Stern. 

Although Annenberg actually made 
no mention of the Record at the 
confab with the Newsboys’ organi- 


zation, merely stating that he would | 
‘rather speak for himself’ while not | 


in the presence of other publishers, 
his action was generally attributed to 
his feud with the rival morning 
daily. 

On the political front, the In- 
quirer has been given large front- 
page space to charges against Albert 
M. Greenfield, bigwig Democrat and 
Record stockholder, while the Rec- 
ord has been getting hunk by play- 
ing up results of investigations of 
Annenberg’s connections with gam- 
bling houses through his Nation- 
Wide News Service, horse-race info 
wire. 


+ 





Kase Vice Frayne On N. Y. Journal 

Max Kase, former baseball re- 
porter, is now sports editor of the 
N. Y. Journal-American, having suc- 
ceeded Ed Frayne. During the sum- 





ton had cancelled his trip is denied 
by his publishers. Bobbs-Merrill, 
‘and the syndicate. 





| 195G Libel Suit vs. MacFadden 


Notice of a $175,000 libel suit! 


against MacFadden Publications, Inc., 
Chilton Co., and James A. Rowan 
(magazine writer), - brought by 
Lucien Koch, former president and 
director of Commonwealth College, 
Mena, Ark., and now an executive 
in the Department of Labor at Wash- 
ington, has been filed with the Sec- 
retary of State in Albany by the 
U. S. District Court. Koch insti- 
tuted the action as the result of an 
article about Commonwealth College, 
which appeared in a MacFadden 
publication Dec. 9, 1936. 

The article, authored by Rowan, 
allegedly charged that the college 
was a center for Communistic teach- 
ing and that immorality among its 
students was condoned by college 
authorities. 





More Locality Mags 


New York City locality publica- 
tions continue to increase in num- 
ber, with considerable impetus to be 
given the expansion by Susan F, 
Hunter. Success of her smart 
locality mag, Gramercy Life, detail- 
ing the activities in the Gramercy 
| Park section, is prompting her to 
put out five additional ones along 
the same lines—Murray Hill Life, 
Washington Square Life, - Sutton 
' Place Life, Lenox Hill Life and 
Fifth Avenue Life. 

Six locality publications, all to be 
issued weekly, will appear under the 
aegis of New York Magazines, which 
| Miss Hunter heads. New quarters 
|in the Gramery Park section will 
serve as publishing headquarters for 
the six periodicals, 














Macfadden Buys Whodunit Mag 


Macfadden Publications has bought 
American Detective Cases mag from 
the Artvision Publishing Co., and will 
combine in with True Detective Mys- 
teries. Combo probably goes into 
effect with the December issue. Title 
of American Detective will be 
worked in with the Macfadden 
monthly for a time, and, it’s under- 
stood, later dropped. 

In the purchase, Macfadden takes 
only the title and subscription list 
and none of the personnel. Robert 
Borden, editor of American Detec- 
| tive, was out previous to the sale. 
| Editor of True Detective Mysteries is 
| John Shuttleworth, who also edits 
Master Detective Magazine for Mac- 
fadden. 








| 





Classic Reprints 


Martin Sugar, prominent figure in 
the book biz for some years, fs the 
head of a new book publishing or- 
ganization, Regency House. With 
John V. Deegan and Charles J. Miller 
as his associates, Sugar’s plans are 
republication at nominal prices of 
classics previously sold for fancy 
sums. 

First on the Regency House list will 
be Arthur Machen’s ‘Memoirs of Ca- 
sanova,’ with illustrations by Mahlon 
Blaine, Temporary offices opened by 
Regency House in New York, with 
new company to get permanently 
established soon. 





Ace Buys Camera Fan Mag 

Rights to Everyday Photography 
mag, hobby periodical, have been ac- 
quired by Ace Magazines from Haig- 
Kostka Publications, with the mag to 
be revived under the Ace banner 
around the beginning of the new 
year. Thomas Blanchard, who edited 
the periodical up till the time of its 
suspension in June, has joined Ace 
to again edit the publication. 

Everyday Photography will be the 
first periodical of its type published 
by Mrs. A. A. Wyn, who heads the 
various groups of mags under Ace 
Magazines. Majority of the Wyn 
publications are fiction pulps. 





3 World’s Fair Publications 

New York World's Fair will have 
three publications, according to 
terms of an agreement signed be- 
tween fair management and Thomas 
R. Gardiner. There will be the 
Official Daily Program, Official 
Guide, published weekly, and Official 
Souvenir Book. 

Gardiner, who helps get out the 
N. Y. State Journal of Medicine and 
the Medical Directory of New Jersey 
and Connecticut, has formed a sepa- 
rate organization to publish the 
World’s Fair publications. Called 
Exposition Publications, with Gar- 
diner at its head. 





Guild’s St. Louis Pact 


The Post-Dispatch (Pulitzer) and 
the St. Louis Newspaper Guild have 
signed an 18-month contract. Mini- 
mums run $30 a week for the first 
year, $40 the seconc year, $45 the 
third year and $50 the fourth year. 
The five-day, 40-hour ‘week, which 
has been in effect, is continued in 
the coniract. 

Severance pay, established for the 
first time, ranges from two weeks’ 
pay for less than a year’s service, 
to 26 week’s pay after 15 years of 
service. Only in the case of dismis- 
als for ‘gross breach of trust’ is the 
severance pay avoided, 





Queens Press Assn Again 

The Queens (N. Y.) Borough 
Newspapermen’s’ Association, in- 
active for the past four or five years, 
may function again as the result of 
the World’s Fair scheduled for that 
borough next year. Local scribes 
are anxious to be organized for the 
exposition. 

Suggestion has been made that 
they acquire a headquarters close by 
the fair grounds. 





LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 


Mitchell McClain Stockton, 71, 
former general manager of the Ashe- 
ville (N. C.) Citizen and for many 
years identified with printing and 
advertising enterprises, died in At- 
lanta, Oct. 20, after an illness of two 
years. He was a native of Orlando, 
Fla., and one of the oldest members 
of the International Typographical 
Union in the nation. He had served 
on the Atlanta Jourr.al and the Bir- 
mingham News and Age Herald. 

Ella M. Bangs, 84, magazine short 
story writer, died at her Brockton, 
Mass., home Oct. 25. She was a mem- 
ber of the Maine Writers Associa- 
tion. 

Mrs. Isabelle Hawley Scott, 78, au- 
thor of magazine features and chil- 
oo? books, died in Syracuse Oct. 





CHATTER 

Frank Fenton sold his short story, 
‘Jitterbug,’ to Colliers. 

Elspeth Huxley related to Aldous 
and Julian Huxley by marriage. 

Robert Burton Spafford to marry 
a month and will live in Chesham, 

A 

Pascal Covici on the Coast to look 
in on some of the Viking Press 
authors. 

Mark Greenbriar altered his plans 
about going abroad and will winter 
in Georgia. 

Oxford U. Press has brought out 
Merlyn Severn’s ‘Ballet in Action’ at 
$12.50 a copy. 

Adela Rogers St. John the subject 
of a piece by Paul Gallico in the 
December Cosmopolitan. She’s his 
ex-mother-in-law . 





Story, in its November-December 


|} new 








issue, has an innovation in a 14-page 
poem by James Neugass. 

Like Philip Goodman, Leslie Spill- 
er, is another former play producer 
to try his hand at writing. 

Edward V. Cullin has finally put 


his sailboat in winter storage, Can 
now resume his scribbling. 
Lippincott has published ‘Your 


Daily Paper,’ by John J. Flaherty. 
Tells how a newspaper is published. 

Esquire’s new film crick is Louis 
Paul, by-lined as Patterson Murphy. 
Meyer Levin film-reviewed hereto- 
fore. 

John Greer, Jr., has purchased 
controlling interest in The Cordele, 
Ga., Dispatch from Marion Brown, 
publisher. 

C. Halliwell Duell, Morrow exec, 
has gone abroad to find out what the 
firm’s foreign scribblers have for the 
season, 

Stokes has issued Frank Case’s 
book, ‘Tales of a Wayside Inn’ ($3), 
the personal memoirs of the N. Y. 
Algonquin hotel’s host. 

‘Back Where I Came From,’ by 
A. J. Liebling, is Sheridan House’s 
collection of much of the stuff he 
wrote for the New Yorker. 

Hendrik Willem van Loon elected 
to the board of directors of Green- 
wich Time, published in Greenwich, 
Conn. Van Loon lives there. 

John Gallishaw left Metro’s writ- 
ing department to join the new pub 
lishing firm of George Palmer 


| Putnam, Inc., as story counsel. 


John Gassner, New York drama 
critic and play reader for the Thea- 
tre Guild, will have his comprehen- 
sive study of the drama, ‘Masters of 


the Drama,’ published by Random | 


House, 

Dial Press has taken from the de- 
funct Covici, Friede the contract to 
publish Ludwig Lewisohn’s new 
novel, ‘For Ever Wilt Thou Love.’ 
Will put it on the press early next 
year. 

Although he’s traveled extensively 
in 31 countries, Theodor S. Geisel has 
yet to see many parts of America. 
So he’s getting ready to visit Chicago, 
Cleveland and Detroit for the first 
time. 

Barrett Keisling is writing another 
book, ‘The Art of Publicity,’ to be 
issued by Johnson Publishing Co, It 
is a sequel to his ‘Talking Pictures,’ 
now in use as textbook in high- 
schools and colleges. 


Donald S. Steinfirst new music 
critic of Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 
He succeeds Dr. Frederick Dorian, 
one-time critic for a Vienna news- 
paper, who is now on the music 
faculty at Cernegie Tech. 


Edmund Ware Smith, who quit as 
managing editor of National Sports- 
man and Hunting and Fishing maga- 
zines to devote all his time to scrib- 
bling, will have his ‘Tall Tales and 
Short’ published this week. 


Omnibook, new  book-magazine, 
went on the stands yesterday. Per- 
iodical, which will publish books in 
abridged form, published by a group 
headed by Robert K. Straus, of the 
family which owns Macy’s. 


Fred Neuman, author of ‘Irvin S. 
Cobb, His Life and Letters,’ is a lino- 
type operator in the composing room 
of the Paducah, Ky., Sun-Democrat. 
A scribbler on the side, he does book 
reviews and a column for the paper. 


Bruce Dudley, sports’ editor 
of Louisville, Ky., Courier-Journal 
since 1923, has resigned to become 
executive manager of Louisville 
American Assn. baseball club. He 
was succeeded by Earl Ruby, his as- 
sistant, 


William C. Lengel office named 
exclusive agent to handle the 82 
plays, 43 picture synopses and numer- 
ous short stories, articles and poems 
of the late Porter Emerson Browne, 
left to his daughter, Suzanne, four 
years ago. 


Marie McSwigan, for many years 
a reporter on the Pittsburgh Press 
and later the Sun-Telegraph in that 
city, has just turned out her first 
book, ‘Sky Hooks,’ the autobiography 
of John Kane, published by J. B. 
Lippincott. 

Newsweek gave its m. e., Rex 
Smith, inside front cover billing this 
week, featuring ye ed for his foreign 
correspondence background. News: 
week’s office ad mentions that the 
paper has 160 editors, writers, re- 
porters and researchers. 

Joseph Pulitzer, publisher of the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, tossed in a 
$1,000 check at a dinner party given 
last week at the Missouri Athletic 
Club for Frank A. Behymer, who 
rounded out a half century of con- 
tinuous employment with the sheet. 


As the result of editorial changes 
on the Ideal mags, Elizabeth Lock- 
wood, formerly woman’s editor of 
the Hotel World-Review, now editing 
Movie Life, and Ruth Baer, from 
Fiction House. editing Personal Ro- 
mances, Mrs. M. C. Kelley exce edi- 
tor of the Ideal periodicals. 


Ruby Barth 
Miaco 

Ben Tracey 
Chet Fennis Ore 


Stamp’s Cafe 
Mimi Stewart 
Johnny Welsh 
Cleo & Valentine 
Joy & Juanita 
Marrone & Gallo 
Gene Baylos 
Jack Hutchinson 
Irving Braslow Ore 


Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Famtlant Or 
MacDonald & Ross 
Mata Monterea 
Tommy Osborn 

Bill Steele 


Jutkin'’s KRathskelles 


4 Bombshells 
Mildred Gilson 
Marion Linsley 
Sis McCall 
Audrey Joyce 
Jewell Ello 
Edith Roberts 
Dick Phillips Ore 
Frank Ponti 


20th Century 


Tommy Cullen Ore 
Harold Beswick 


21 Club 


Mitzi O'Neill 
Ruth Martin 


Ellen Kay 
Blatz Palm Garden 
Louis Mason 


Blue Moon 


D Davidson Ore 
Irene Burke 
Shuttae & Kent 
Virginia Rosen 
Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 
Cardinal Club 
Bud Vioni Ore 


Chateau Club 
John Poat 
Andrini Bros 
Bert Gilbert 
Curly Fate 
Peggy Moore 
Saxon Sis 

Clover Club 
Weber Orc 
Helen Rita 
tuth Phillips 
Ellen Rookas 
Lynn Barclay 
Mitzi Raye 
Evelyn White 

Club Madrid 
Stan Jacobsen Orc 
Zita & Annis 
June Lang 
Bernie & Yovanna 
Roberta Roberts 
Betty Adler 
Marie Marsh 
Rose Steffen 
Frances Allis 8 

Club Terris 
Jack Teeter Ore 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Shuttae & Kent 


Congo Club 
Bob Freeman 
Mary Reed 
Jeff Thomas 
Leonard Gay Ore 


Cornies Ship 
Red Billings Ore 
Ray Block Ore 
Gene Emerald 
Ralph Lewis 


Devines Eagles 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Johnny Hamp Ore 
Red Roberts Ore 
Arline 
Concertina Eddie 
Wally Miller Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Jimmy De Palma 
Howard Geiger 


Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 


Jack Crawford Orc 
Joe Wallace 
Wilfrid Du Bois 
Dorothy Dale 
Southern Sis 

Tung Ping Soo 


Ambassador Club 
Buddy Lester 
Betty Co-eds 
Bate Sherman 
Charlie Lazin Ore 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
( Casino) 
Joe Venuti Ore 
Rosalean & Seville 
Paul LaVois Orc 


(Motor Bar) 
Art Ravel Ore 
Muriel Boyd 

Chene-Trombley 


Jimmy Gargano Or 
Lenore & Ruden 
Arlene Whitney 
Doryce & F Drew 
tay Styles 
Club Frontenac 
Geo Alfand Orc 
Harry Jarkey 
Sally Osmon 
Don Ernesto 
Doryce & Freddie 
Commodore Club 
C Cromwell Ore 
Grace Drysdale 
Spec & Spot 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Georges & Jalna 
Phil Brestoff Ore 
Carmen Castillo 
Judy Lane 
Cataliono Rolon 
Jimmy Deland 
Murray Dancers 
Neblolo Cafe 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Tudell & Jean 
Vera Walton 


Northwood tnp 





Ray Carlin Ore 


——=2 


Bills Next Week; 


(Continued from page 51) 





1214 Club 
H’wood Gis (8) 
King’s Swinger Ore 

Viking Cafe 
Jackie Whalen 
Jerry Delmar Ore 

Village Bara 
Dolores O'Neill 
Margie Smith 
Claire & Curtis 
Airway Duo 
Jerry Wilson 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Teddy Oliver Ore 
Weber's Hof Brag 

(Camden) 
Nino Carmino 
Karl & Gretchen 
Bavarians 
Iise Hart 
Rudy Bruder 
Ray Miller 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Aristocrats 
Conchita 
Jimmy Lackore 
Bill Bilger 
Eddie Sheppard 
J & T Shellenh'mer 

Yacht Club 
Kitty Helmling Ore 
Jimmy Bailey 
Babe La Tour 
Bonny Stewart 
Lee Vaughan 
Dorothy Dare 


Ann Rush Kippie Velez 
Marion Kingston Patricia Robinson 
Jerry Foster Cleo Warner 
Doll Morris Roberta Ramsey 
Marty Landis Ore Patricia Robinson 
Bert Phillip’s Karl Ratsch's 
+ Sepple Boch Ore 
Pep Babler Ore ose 
Ethel Seidel re ware 
. ’ arsen's 
Billy Beach's Ray Meadows Ore 
Donna ul ae Lindy’s 
Louis Streeter tick & Snyder 
Marty Hoff s eo 
Jean Renard log Cabin 


Carl Bergman Ore 
Miami Club 
Jackie Hamlin 
Mary Lou Mann 
Jackie Rogan 
Nick Lucas 
Ray Wencil 
Jane Ruhey 
Peggy Geary 
Johnny Davis Ore 
Milwaukean 
Helen Kaye 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Variety 4 
Oasis 
Marty Gray Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 
Herman Rehfedt Or 


Open Deor 
Tinney Liveng'’d Or 
Packard Ballroom 
Al Cavalier Orc 
Paradise Gardens 
Anthony Doria Ore 

Paris 
Ben Boe Orc 
Jimmy James Ore 

Rendezvous 
Katherine Kaye 
Ruth Gary 
Eleanor Sutherland 
Helen James 
Vera Robsel 

Reno 
Rudy Sager Ore 
Harry Rayburn 

Schwartz 
Bob Eherle Ore 
Lee Leighton (re 
Claude Parminter 


State Gardens 
Mildred Seeley 
June Howard 
Evon Allen 
Ruth Kaye 
Cleo Wally 
Alma Williams 


Tic Top Tap 
Jackson & Clifford 
Sally Joyce 
Florence Barlow 
Herseys 
Town and Country 


u 
Laureen Nevelle 
Cliff Burmek 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Joe Caravella Ore 
Steve Swedish Ore 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Ford & Barnes 
Maureen Rosiuy 
Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin kKoof 
Nic Harper Ore 
Art Kassel Ore 








Loraine De Wood 


DETROIT 


Monty Wysong 
Bobby Cook 
Santoro & Lorraine 
Sigrid Dagnie 
Lafayette & LaV 
The Guardsman 


Oasis 


8 Guardsmen 
Ginger Cole 
Leola Taylor 
Hal Borne Ore 
Plantation Club 
H Henderson Ore 
Mae Digts 
Bill & Chas 
Leitha Hill 
House Line (8) 
Powatan 
Paul Neighbor O-e 
Bennett Dancers 
Don & R Marshall 
Owens & Parco 
Saks 
Les Arquette Ore 
Ralph Fisher 
Peter Higgins 
Vicki Lauren 
Blondell Sis (2) 
Perry 2 
Josephine Campbell 
To-Jo karme 
Burns Camtell Ore 
Willie Green 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
Billy & Billie 
Ted Louis 
Webster Hall 
(Cocktail Grill) 
Art Mooney Orc 
Tudell & Jean 
Royal Rollers 
Margie Greene 


Wonder Bar 


Dorothy Berlin 
Al Vierra Orc 
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CHATTER 


VARIETY 61 








Broadway 


Tamara Geva, — from London, 

ing for a new play. 

a mescherys, visiting from the 
recovering from grippe. 
“a Stradner off to the Coast and 

a Columbia contract for a year. 

George Nicholai to Palm Beach to 
recuperate from nervous ailment. 

Leon Netter, Par theatre depart- 
ment executive, back from Boston. 

Hunter Perry, Virginia Par _— 
ner, in town following recent death 
of Mrs. Perry. 

Myrna Kennedy, east, set for a 
projessional eomeback in Astoria 
film production. . 

Paramount Pep club held its an- 
nual dinner dance at the Astor hotel 
Friday night (28). 

Larry Spier now a Westchester 
commuter, where the music publish- 
er bought an estate. 

Bert Frohman, nitery m.c., has a 
major role in William K. Howard’s 
production at Astoria. 

Dorothy Dickinson, Arkansas 
beauty contest winner, has been 
signed for a Shubert musical. 

Vicente Gomez, NBC guitarist, 
sails for Venezuela Fridav (4) for 
concert tour and breadcasting. 

Chelle Janis, publicity-advertising 
exfef for Trans-Lux newsreel circuit, 
has resigned, effective Friday (4). 

John O’Hara probably scripting 
William K. Howard’s next, ‘Cafe 
New York,’ a ‘cafe society’ theme. 

Jack (Scat) Powell, new Univer- 
gal songster, makes Broadway debut 
Dec. 7 in the N. Y. Paramount show. 

Armand Denis, producer of “Dark 
Rapture, is personally advance- 
agenting his film, touring with his 
private plane. 

Columbia Broaccasting bunch 
made a killing on the football pool 
slips past Saturday. Took the bookies 
for $1,600. 

Duke Wellington, art director for 
National Screen in New York, has 
resigned. Plans entering production 
fie'd on Coast. 

Gene Aiello, resigned from UA 
advertising department, now with 
Paramount art department at home 
office, under Vince Trotta. 

Mary Mason will play the part she 
ereated in the Broadway ‘Brother 
Rat’ when the comedy is presented 
Nov. 14 in Maplewood, N. J. 

Paul Draper back from London 
just in time to open at the Waldorf 
tomorrow. Will return in April for 
another session at Cafe de Paris. 

Mrs. Mack Miller motoring back 
to the Coast, having bought a car 
while east on vacash. Mrs. Jimmy 
Fidler also returning this week. 

Lennox Robinson’s “The White- 
headed Boy’ will be presented Sun- 
day night (6) by the Irish Repertory 
Players at the Heckscher theatre. 

G. L. Carrington, general manager 
Altec Service Corp., goes from con- 
vention of Society Motion Picture 
a in Detroit to the Coast on 

iz. 

Hal Horne will visit England, 
France, Switzerland, Belgium, Hol- 
land, Sweden, Poland and Italy on 
his seven weeks’ trip for Walt .Dis- 
ney. 

Niteries did all right from the 
football crowds over the weekend. 
Army-Notre Dame influx rates next 
to New Year’s eve for a spending 
crowd. 

Ken Murray, in Hollywood on a 
film specialty at U, set for ‘Fair 
Enough,’ new Milton Lazarus play 
for Lee Shubert-Alex Aarons this 
winter. 

Jeanette’s Cireus is still another 
52d street bistro due to open soon, 
with backing from some of the ex- 
Frolics bunch. 
likewise set. 

DeWitt Celsor, assistant treasurer 
of N. Y. Paramount, back from 
Bowling Green, Ky., after attending 
funeral of Celsor’s father, killed 
when struck by a car. 

Bob O'Donnell came on to New 
York from the Pittsburgh Variety 
Club dinner. Discussing picture 
deals with Y. Frank Freeman at 
Paramount and returns to Dallas to- 
day (Wednesday). : 

Paramount Pep Club, of which 





Carl Clausen is the new prez, held 
dinner-dance at the 
Astor Friday night, with erp it 

eit- 


its annual 


highest in its history. Bob 
man m.c.d show. 

Rose and Jack Robbins due back 
from Hollywood soon, where they 
went to dispose of their Bevhills 
home, which Louis K. Sidney, Metro 
exec, bought after first being the 
Robbins’ tenant. 

Mob of actors looking for parts in 
the forthcoming Kaufman and Hart 
show, “The American Way,’ which 
Sam H. Harris will present at the 
Center, was so great last week that 
police had to be called to preserve 


order. 
Sydney 


By Erie Gerrick 








Hoyts presenting ‘Snow White’ as 
flesh panto in the nabes for the kid- 


dies. 


Wife cf Edwin Geach, a director of 
died in 


Ben 
Fuller, seriously ill with pneumonia, 


Greater 
Sydney. 
Lady Fuller, 


Union Theatres, 
wife of Sir 


recovering. 
Greater Union Theatres 


Mike Riley’s Troc | 


reviving 


(WB) trom Regent to Embassy for 
added run try. 

Cecil Kellaway here on loan from 
RKO to appear in ‘Mr. Chedworth 
Hits Out’ for Cinesound. 

‘White Banners’ (WB) took a k.o. 
at the b.o. here. Final notice went 
up four days after premiere. 

Peg-Leg Bates engaged by Charles 
Munro to tour Hoyts chain by ar- 
rangement with Tivoli circuit. 


Nancy Gurr, exploiteer for Cine- 
sound, has had a book for kiddies ac- | 
cepted by a London publisher. 

Luma park, top amusement park, | 
got under way for the Phillips Co. 
They also operate similar park in 
Melbourne. 

Shirley Ann Richards, Cinesound 
star, was recently thrown from a/| 
horse and injured while on vacation. 
Recovering. 


Ernest Rolls here to produce for | 
Williamson-Tait. Stated he’s been | 
appointed a director of W-T as well | 
as chief producer. 

Irene Purcell, Dibby Dare, Mary | 
Dees, Jessica Rogers, Arden Young 
and Dorothy Zimmer have arrived to | 
piey in ‘The Women’ for Williamson- 

it. 





Understood Hoyts dickering for ad- 
ditional theatres in the various staces, 
mostly in mabe centers. Greater 
Union rushing to complete Victory, 
Sydney. 

Looks as thoygh government will 
nix Yuletide pantos in commercial 
stores with kid talent. Actors’ Fed- 
eration against this form of cheap 
entertainment. 

Bob Sheppard, former exec J. C. 
Williamson Pictures, New Zealand, 
passed away. Prior to joining Wil- 
liamson, Sheppard was with Sir Ben 
Fuller over a considerable span. 

Understoed that Greater Union did 
not take up its option with Frank 
Neil for him to vaude acts. Centract 
expires with playing of two Yankee 
acts—Jerry Lawton and Chris Gill. 

Film Beard of Trade attempting to 
bring distribs and exhibs together on 
a more friendly basis than hitherto. 
Idea is to try and prevent govern- | 
ment interference in the picture biz. | 


Baltimore | 








By Hev-ard A. Burman 





| 
| 
Lou Rome heading new Variety | 


Club charity drive. 


Max (Oasis) Cohen up and about | 
after recent hospitalization. 


| Leo Fields permanently to the 
Coast and mew radio recording li- | 
brary biz. 


Washington. 

Harold Burke, on Ad Club pro- 
gram committee, tieing in WBAL for 
weekly airings. 

Ted Routson planning new local 
talent revue for Hippodrome in tie- 
up with News-Post. 


John Little going about his duties 
at Ford’s theatre on crutches after 
summertime leg ‘fracture. 


Morris Mechanic up to ears in 
construction of new Radio Center 
theatre and studio setup for WFBR. 


Mickey Walker, the m.c. at new 
Subway nitery and Tiger Flowers 
—s at Royal, colored combo 
ouse. 


Lou Schecter and Norman Clark 
commuting to New York for rewrite 
of ‘Window Shopping,’ new opus 
slated for Broadway opening by Tom 
Kilpatrick. 








| U.S. Attitude 











(Continued from page 3) 





observation that the Denartment’s 
job was much harder, since the 
workers did not have all of the data 
at their finger-tips and a huge staff 
to call on for aid. Three months 
should be ample to think up argu- 
ments why the petition should not 
be granted and to join issue, it is 
felt. 

Coolness toward the industry on 
these minor angles was regarded as 
answer to skeptics who laughed at 
reports Arnold handed the major 
company representatives an ultima- 
tum at the second informal confer- 
ence about the suit. Disclosure of 


hints that the anti-trust staff is liable 
to use harsher methods if thé re- 
spondents do not show a sincere de- 
sire to cooperate. 

The possibility of a criminal case, 
in retaliation for the industry’s you- 
can’t-do-this-to-us manner, was be- 
lieved remote in some quarters, al- 
though intimates of some of the D. J. 
barristers insist ¢here is more than 
an outside chance such measures 


to block the civil proceeding by ob- 
structionist legal naneuvers. Doubt- 


old. when the suit was filed, in 
which he explained why the equity- 





“Monte Carlo’ (Par) for a run try in route was chosen, as positive assur- 


the ace spots. 
Hoyts transferred 


lance there will be no criminal 


‘Robin Wood’! charges. 


Ray Bell doubling up on local | 49d doorkeeper, off the payroll till 
Loew publicity from similar stint in | next production. First time in years. 


the attitude appeared to bear out | 


will be employed if the majors try | 


ers point to the statement by Arn- , 


London 


The Duncan Sisters off to Paris. 

Henry Lartigue and Clifford C. 
Fischer in town. 

Jack Pewell in from Zurich for 
vaudeville dates. 

Irving Asher ff to California in a 
couple of weeks. 

_ Stoll’s Film Studios, Cricklewood, 
is up for auction. 

Al Sherman here to buy British 
pictures for the American market. 

June Clyde may return to New 
York to star in new musical show. 

Lyn Harding’s 71st birthday cele- 
brated on his native Welsh heath 
Oct. 12. 

E. H. Bostoek, head of the famous 
circus family, has just celebrated his | 
80th birthday. 

Carroll Levis to vacation in De- | 
eember. Will go to Egypt, first holi- ; 
day in two years. 

Alfred Esdaile producing Al Bur- 
nett’s vaudeville road show which 
he’s also backing. 

Charles B. Cochran wants Charles 
Hislop for new musical he intends 
to produce shortly. 

Novelist-dramatist Ian Hay (Majer 
John Beith) becomes public relations 
officer at the war office. 

Paul Draper could not accept eight 
weeks’ booking offered him by Eddie 
Deusberg for Scala, Berlin. ' 

Flora Robson has left for America 
to play with Merle Oberon in the 
filming of ‘Wuthering Heights.’ 

Clive Brook, starring in Michael 
Balcon’s ‘The Ware Case,’ at Ealing 
studios, is in on a percentage deal. t 

Nice, Florio and Lubow at Les 
Ambassadeurs, Paris, with Jimmy 
Nice ‘making it a honeymoon, too. 

‘Bobby Get Your Gun,’ Adelphi’s 
new Jack Waller musical, has clicked 
for six weeks library deal involving 
$40,000. 

John B. Myers, Alexander Korda 
aide, who used to own an airplane, 
for business trips, has given up that 
means of transport. 

After a continuous run of 37 
weeks, now generally released, ‘Snow 
White’ (RKO) returns to the New 
Gallery for Christmas. 

With Lilian Braithwaite out of the 
cast with appendicitis, Ivor Novello’s 
‘Comedienne’ closed at the Aldwych 
Oct. 15 after four months. 

Paul Robeson said to have been 
signed by Hyams Bros. for State, 
Kilburn, at $3,000 per, «vhich would 
be a record for single at this house. 

Flock of ice skaters, booked by 
Rockwell-O’Keefe for English spots, 
returns home Saturday (5). Already 
said to be set here for next season. 

Drury Lane theatre staff, with ex- 
ception of fireman, stage director 








Prince of Wales theatre chorines in 
| strike, objecting to daily rehearsals, 
| making 14 hours per working day. 
| Girls taken back with exception of 
| leader. 
| Billy Scott-Comber fell out of 
‘Radio Rodeo’ vaudeville unit, due to 
| laryngitis, with Charles Forsythe 
| (Seamon and Farrell) taking his 
| place at moment’s notice. 

Twentieth Century-Fox taking 
| additional premises in Soho Square 
to house some of its production ex- 
ecutives, instead of having them 
tucked away at Pinewood. 

Charlie Forsythe (Forsythe, Sea- 
mon and Farrell) threatening to 
elose his three vaudeville units now 
touring England and return to Amer- 
ica to play dates with his act. 

Ronald Adam’s second presenta- 
tion at the Arts Theatre Club, ‘A 
Party for Christmas,’ moved into the 
Haymarket Oct. 26, replacing the 
short-lived ‘On Borrowed Time.’ 

Lord Castleresse will advise on 
Irish aspect of 20th-Century film, 
Don Byrne’s ‘Hangman’s House,’ 
which Bill Conselman is scripting in 
| readiness for shooting in early Jan- 
| uary. 
| New play on the Empress Eliza- 
| beth of Austria comes to Garrick 
| Nov. 3. It is by novelist Elizebeth 
| Spriggs and her sister-in-law, Katri- 
/ona Spriggs. and depicts the Queen's 

life over 45 years. Cast includes 
| Wanda Rotha, Richard Ainley, Gyles 
| Isham and May Agate. 

This year’s Royal Command Va- 
'riety performance at Coliseum. Nov. 
9, will include Evelyn Laye, Richard 

Hearne, Les Allen, Renee Houston 
'and Donald Stewart, Ken Davidson 
|}and Hugh Forgie, Jack Payne and 
| band, Stuart Morgan Dancers, Cras- 
|tonians, Two Leslies, John Tiller 
| Dancers, Elsie and Doris Waters, Lu- 
| pino Lane. Hatton and Manners. 


Rome 


New film company, Milanese Cine- 
matographie Society, just formed. 

Berlin male choir, known as ‘Ber- 
linder Liedertafel,’ in Italy on a 
| goodwill tour. 

Isa Pola to stay with Antonio Gan- 














dusio’s company this legit season, de- | 


spite rumors that she would leave. 

Ermete Zacconi, 82, has returned 
from six-month tour of South Amer- 
ican cities with his acting company. 

State to subsidize opera and con- 
cert circuits in Italy as well as dra- 
matic companies, operettas and re- 
vues. 

Vittorio Mussolini, son of Il Duce. 
replaced Luciano De Feo as editor 
of Cinema, a paper devoted to film 
news. 

Dina Sassoli, 18, won Italian maga- 
} zine prize offered to attract new tal- 


ent to Italian screen. Has been 
signed by Scalera. 

Leading her troupe of Javanese 
daneers, Devi Dja appeared here at 
the Quirino theatre for her first Eu- 
ropean engagement. 

Annibale Ninchi has formed legit 
company, which will produce among 
other plays, Gherardi’s ‘East-West.’ 
Conti’s “That Mask’ and Ninchi’s ‘A 
Gray Gentleman.’ 

UFA cooperating with Astra Film 
on production of ‘Castles in the Air,’ 
starring Lilian “Uarvey, Vittorio de 
Sica, Otto Tressler and Fritz Ode- 
mar. Outdoor shots being made at 
Capri, Florence and Venice. 


Hollywood 


Clara Bow planed to Chicago. 
Franciska Gaal a sinus victim. 
Frank Coen in from Manhattan. 
Lou Irwin to Frisco on Fair biz. 
ZaSu Pitis in from personal tour. 
B. W. Richards in from New York, 
Joseph Seidelman here for confabs. 
Mickey Rooney to Oklahoma City. 
Jimmy Ellison recovering from fiu. 
, Henry Grace back from European 
our, 
Kerman Robbins back from New 
York. 
Bob Taplinger back frem New 





Experimental Cinema Center open- 
ing its courses for this year; 50 new 
pupils will be admitted. The courses, 
which cover technical training as | 
well as acting and directing, are 
open to Italian men over 18, and to | 
women over 16. 





Paris 


By Huge Speck 





Gaby Morlay off on Swiss tour. | 
‘Plutus’ closed at Theatre Atelier. | 


York. 

Reczinald Gardiner fractured his 
elbow. 

Frenklin D. Parker improving in 
hospital. 

Rollo Dix changed his film name 
to Erle Valion. 

George Roberts joined the Rodney 
Pantages office. 

Frank Mitchell back afier scouting 
Broadway plays. 

Elien Drew in hospital recovering 
from appendicitis. 

George Giroux to Detroit for en- 
gineers’ convention. 

Marsha Hunt laid up with lip in- 


Samy Siritzky recovering from flu. ; Jury sustained on set. 


‘Sacred Law’ will be G. W. Pabst’s | 


next, } 


Jacqueline Laurent in from Holly- | 
ood 


wood. 

Charles Trenet topping new ABC 
offering. 

Abel Gance starting ‘Louise’ with | 
Grace Moore. 

Harry Baur plans theatrical tour 
of Jugoslavia. 

King Vidor gathering material on | 
Madame Curie. | 

Vincent Hypsa, music hall star and | 
film actor, dead. 

Monte-Carlo Ballet opening season 
in Monte-Carlo. 

Harry Gordon, Scotch comedian, | 
in with wife for a look. 
Fox gave special showing of ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band’ for local | 


| 


| maestros. 


Georges Rigaud will make ‘Accord 
Final’ for his first French film after 
a filmless Hollywood stay. 

Mistinguett, Marlene Dietrich and 
Grace Moore caught new Casino de 
Paris revue the same night. 

President and Madame 
catching 1,000th performance of 
‘Werther’ at Opera-Comique. 


Marcel Pagnol acquired film rights | 
to Roger Ferdinand’s new play, A 
| 


President Hautecoeur,’ now at Odeon 

theatre. 
‘Katia,’ 

film after return from Hollywood, 


ndy Devines celebrating fifth 

wedding anniversary. 

Lyle Talbot and Franklin Parker 
recovering from burns. 
_ Tyrone Power starts South Amer- 
ican air tour next week. 

Johnny Burke built a new house 
for his parents in Van Nuys. 

Donald Clark and Audrey Parris 
back from honeymoon in Reno. 

Cliff Edwards and Edith Fellows 
preparing for midwest personal tour. 

William Wyler and Margaret Talli- 
chet returned from two-day. honey- 


oon. 

Shunji Shimizu arrived frem 
Tokyo to gander films for Japanese 
trede. 

Shirley Temple named grand mar- 
shal of Pasadena’s Tournament of 
Roses parade. 


Chicago 


Tom Quigley, in the music biz 35 








Lebrun | years, is writing a book about it. 


Gertrude Lawrence tossed a mid- 
night gabfest for local newspaper- 
men. 


Mort Singer off to New Orleans to 
0.0. theatre holding there. Then 


Danielle Darrieux’s first , heads to the Coast. 


Tom Kane, who came in ahead of 


opening at Marivaux. She’s readying | ‘Of Mice and Men,’ switched to ad- 


for Hollywood return. 

Jeff Musso abandoning ‘Goya’ tem- 
porarily as Spanish war won’t permit 
scenes to be taken there. 
make ‘M. Gilhooley’ from a Liam 
O'Flaherty yarn. 


2d-Hand Shoes 














(Continued from page 1) 





claiming that almost 20,000 pairs of 
second-hand shoes were imported 
from America during August, 





$1 a Star’s Curl 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 


Curly locks from the crowned 
heads of Hollywood (platinum, pe- 
roxide, strawberry or natural) are 
yours for the asking—and one buck. 
Thousands of used permanent waves, 
clipped from the domes of picture 
stars, are going on sale at the 
World’s Fair in Frisco. One-third of 
the buck goes to the Screen Actors 
Guild and the rest to Pere West- 
more, Warners makeup head, who 
| thought up the hair-raising stunt. 
Thus far the hirsute donations 
‘are all feminine. None of the male 
| thesps has offered a ringlet. 








HARLEM ON PARADE 
| (Continued from page 53) 


\legs that rate highly. Youngster 
draws more applause than any other 
act, save the headliner. With expert 
coaching in stage behavior, the lad 
would be featured in any fan-tan 
revue. His green-and-white silk cos- 
tume appears too tight, which sug- 
gests a reason for his early uneasi- 
,ness. Tries singing, but his chief 
assets are his legs. 





ing number, ‘Harlem Apache,’ dis- 
| play versatility. Their cockeyed an- 


| ties in the jitterburg dance leave the | 


|pewholders limp. Combining every 
|form of screwball dancing, their leg- 
|mania paves the way for Troy 
| Brown, who pitches till the curtain 
falls. 

Brown, a decided heavyweight, 
wears outlandish clothes. His ini- 
|tialer is a monolog employing song 
titles, tepid laugh-getter. His mimi- 
cry of a poker game socks, though, 
|followed by seemingly intricate 
|dance steps. Despite his obesity, 
comedian does a neat split and taps 
away expertly to rate several calls. 

Givens mikes at the finale, with 
each act briskly participating. ‘Pa- 
rade’ lasts 47 minutes and should 
click in any class B or C house. 
House half-full at show caught. 

Guss. 


‘ 


Going to | 


Brown and Brown, in their open- | 


vance of ‘Our Town’ for Jed Harris. 


Judy Starr, who has been in hos- 
pital, rejoins Hal Kemp’s orchestra 
on Nag Chicago theatre date this 
week, 


Show biz section of the Community 
Fund drive this year handed $25,000 
quota; Jack Kirsch, Allied prexy, 
chairman. 

Jimmy Durante receiving an hon- 
Orary degree of Master of Speech 
from the local Columbia College of 
Drama and Radio. 

Burt Ofstie, fer years regional ad 
; and pub for B&K, has taken ever 
Midwest Film Studios, trailer firm, 
from Bob Hartman. 

James Christy, general midwest 
manager for RKO theatres. recouv- 
ing from serious illness at Naperville 
San. a ge back in couple weeks. 

Jack Hunt, — of State- 
Lake for the past five years. moves 
over to overseer the Oriental under 
the new Jones, Linick & Schaefer 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








The Lee Lovelands divorced. 

_Harry Nosokoffs celebrated their 

| silver wedding anniversary. 

|. Mrs. Gerry O'Neill back on her 

feet again after a hospital stay. 

| Bill Eichler out of the hospital 

| after getting his appendix clipped. 

|. Dick Ware back where he siarted 

from, Show Boat, checking as m.c. 

| Ben Atwell around beating the 

‘drums for the new Mordkin B-liet. 

| Margaret Daum coming home to 
~ ng at Dapper Dan banquet Nov. 
Harry Seed’s lad going on road in 

few weeks as Ted Lewis’ advance 


man. 

Pitt-Fordham game Saturday (29) 
fave niteries their biggest weekend 
in years. 

iow ge Theatre Pc hosted 
m very at dinner Sunda 
| nite (320). : 

Hy Shuleold home for a few d-vs 
_ before settmg out on round-the- 
| world tour. 

Lucille Harrison named harpist 
\for Pittsburgh Symphony under 
| Fritz Reiner. 
Johnny McQuade, Playhouse alum- 
‘nus, in this week with George M. 
|Cohan show. 

Patti Morgan and Al Shelleday 
|doing vocals for Al Kavelin’s reor- 
| ganized band. 

_ Local group talking about a drive- 
in film place on the outskirts for 
| next summer. 

| Harrises new downtown theatre, 
| Senator, won't get the starting gun 
|uprtil next month. 

Ruth Willoek. ‘Miss Pittsburgh’ 
forced out of Wolfendale hotel show 
because of anpendix. 

G. G. Grrrette, an agent for 35 
years. in Pittshureh for first time. 








‘ahead of “‘Whiteoaks.” 
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merly a well-known duo... They were 
\ inseparable on and off the stage. 
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MRS. MARIE JUNG 
Marie Jung, 73, one-time 
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ALMA GLUCK 
Alma Gluck, 54, opera singer and 
phonograph and concert artist, died 
in New York, Oct. 27, after a long 
illness. She was the wife of Efrem 
Zimbalist. 
Story in the music section. 


— 


FRED DUPREZ 

Fred Duprez, 54, American actor | 
and manager who in recent years has| 
been better known to the London 
stage, died Oct. 27 of a heart attack. 
He had just arrived in the United 
States when recalled to fill some 
radio engagements, and took the 
same steamer, the President Hard- 
ing, back to London. He died en 
voyage. Mrs. Duprez, who accom- 
panied him on the westbound trip, 
remained here, anticipating his early 
return. 

He was born in Detroit, of pro- 
fessional parents, and after five 
years in stock he went into vaude- 
ville, attaining headline prominence. 
In 1916 he toured England in the 
title role of ‘Mr. Manhattan.’ His 
success was so great that the title 
Was subsequently adopted as his bill- 








ing in the music halls. He pros- 


‘. 


William 


pered in English vaudeville, but 
scored his greater success in a se- 
ries of revues. Most of these he 
adapted from American sources and 
one of his objectives on the current 
trip was to acquire the rights to ‘Me, 
Him and I,’ an old Hurtig & Semon 
production, which he planned to 
make the nucleus of a British pre- 
sentation. His previous effort, “My 
Wife’s Family’ ran for two years in 
London and in the Provinces. 
Surviving are his widow, a daugh- 
ter, a son and a brother, the latter 
Charles Duprez, of Bellrose, Queens. 





ROBERT WOOLSEY 

Robert Woolsey, 49, comedian and 
part of the recently dissolved team 
of Wheeler and Woolsey died at 
Mailbu Beach, Cal., Oct. 31. He had 
been suffering with a kidney ailment 
for the past 18 months. During his 
illness he made one picture with 





Wheeler, ‘On Again, Off Again,’ 
which was released last year, Wife 
and mother survive. 


Originally an exercise boy and 
jockey on leading horse race tracks 
of the country at the start of the 
century, Woolsey was forced to give 
up riding when. a horse fell and 
rolled on him breaking his leg. He 
started his stage career in San Fran- 
cisco as a member of a stock com- 
pany playing leading roles in Gil- 

~ bert and Sullivan operettas. 

He followed this with numerous 
dramatic successes but it was not 
until 1927 that he gained recognition 
as a comedian, Florenz Ziegfeld 
teamed him with Bert Wheeler in 
the musical production ‘Rio Rita.’ 
This was followed by a screen ver- 
sion of the production made by RKO 
and established the pair as b.o. 
draws. Since then the pair had 
made some 15 or 20 pictures under 
the RKO banner, 





JOHN FRANCIS LEE 
John Francis Lee, 175, veteran 
er died in Milwaukee Oct. 


He started as program boy with 
‘Popcorn’ George Hall then went to 
the Dode Fiske Society circus. He 
Was manager of the Reynolds circus 
and then started his own Lee Bros. 
Comedy Circus. 

He toured the midwest fairs with 
Louis T.. the first lone pacer, backed 
by a stable of running horses. 

In 1924 he formed the Lee Bill- 
posting Co. in Milwaukee, of which 
he was still the head at the time of 
his death. 

His five sons, Frank, John, Harry, 
Bernard and Robert followed him 
into show business. All save John, 
Jr., survive him. 





ESTHER LYONS 

Esther Lyons, 74, who had played 
Shakespearean and other roles in 
her younger days, died in Elizabeth, 
N. J., Oct. 26. She had played with 
Frederick Ward, Maurice Barrymore, 
Joseph Jefferson, Joseph Haworth, 
and Marie Prescott. She was a close 
friend of Edwin Booth. She was 
married to E. L. Robinson, theatrical 
and circus promoter and one-time 


part owner of the Cincinnati base- 
ball club. 

She was best known as the first 
American woman to visit northern 
Alaska, joining the Deazie Wilson 
expedition while playing a theatrical 
engagement in Victoria, B. C. She 
served as secretary to the expedition 
for 14 months in the Yukon. On her 
return, known as ‘The Klondike 


Girl,’ she toured the country lectur- | 


ing on her experiences. She also 
wrote ‘A Guide to Alaska’ in collabo- 


ration with Wilson and in ‘Glimpses | 
of Alaska’ gave her. personal reac- | 
her small | 


tions. In recent years, 
fortune dissipated, she had worked 
as a practical nurse in Elizabeth. 





FRANK HATCH 

Frank Hatch, 74, actor and stage 
director, died in Queens, L. IL, Oct. 
25, of pheumonia. 

He made his stage debut in the 
80s in California and made his- first 
New York appearance in 1890 in 
‘The Bells of Hazelmere,’ an English 
melodrama. He returned to Cali- 
fornia in '93 and organized a stock 
company which played up and down 
the Coast, traveling mostly by stage 


fHlorris 


coach and playing in hotel dining 
rooms. Later he played in various 
western stock companies and was in 
the original cast of ‘Why Smith Left 
Home.’ He went to work for Wil- 
liam A. Brady and for him produced, 
among other plays, ‘Life,’ ‘Lover’s 
Lane,’ the all star revival of ‘Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin,’ ‘The Sorrows of Satan,’ 
‘Foxy Grandpa,’ ‘Frenzied Finance,’ 
and the Grace George version of 
‘Divorcons,’ both here and in Lon- 
don, 

He was co-author of ‘Putting It 
Over’ and ‘The Blue Envelope.’ 








FRED KOHLER, Sr. 


Fred Kohler, Sr., 49, screen actor, 
died of a heart attack Oct. 28 in 
Hollywood. He was one of the oldest 
film heavies in point of service, and 
one of the few who survived the ad- 
vent of sound. At the time of his 
death he was working in ‘The Pure 
in Mind’ at RKO. 

Among his pictures were ‘The 
Leatherneck,’ “The Dummy,’ ‘The 
River of Romance,’ ‘Under the Tonto 
Rim,’ ‘The Deluge,’ ‘Little Man, What 
Now?’ ‘West of Pecos,’ ‘The Plains- 
man’ and ‘The Buccaneer.’ 

Surviving are his widow and a son, 
Fred, Jr., who recently appeared 
with him in a father-and-son role in 
‘Lawless Valley’ at RKO. 





FRANK H. STOWELL 


Frank H. Stowell, 64, who was in 
the circus business for many years 
and was an occasional contributor to 
Variety, died in his sleep Oct. 29 at 
his home, 5 Maple Avenue, Fort Ed- 
ward, N. Y. Death was due to a 
heart attack. 

Born in Seneca Falls, Mr. Stowell 
passed his early life in the circus 
business and was well known in that 
field. After the death of Sig Sau- 
telle, Mr. Stowell, who had been 
willed the Sautelle title, continued to 
send the Sautelle Circus on a circuit. 

He is survived by two daughters; 
a son, two sisters, and four grand- 
children, 





Cc. D. HAUG 


C. D. Haug, 51, manager of the 
Empire theatre, died Oct. 25, in a 
Birmingham hospital after an illness 
of several weeks. 

He was a veteran in the theatre 
business, having been in exploitation 
work on the road for Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer Studios. He had previ- 
ously been manager of the Strand, 
Birmingham, later going to Missouri 
in theatre work. 

Survived by his widow and a 
daughter. 





NELLIE BEAUMONT 
Nellie Beaun.ont, 68, sister of Rose, 
who died in Florida last May, ex- 
pired at the State hospital, Concord, 
N. H., last Wednesday (26). After 


ankles. 








ee ot opera soprano, died Oct. 29 in Al- 


hambra, Calif. 

She came to this country in 1913 
after appearing with opera troupes 
abroad. Leaves three sons. 





ELIZABETH F. SEYMOUR 
Mrs. Elizabeth. F. Seymour, 83, 
died Oct. 23 in Milford, Conn. A 
long-time resident of New Britain, 








the death of her sister Nellie became 
melancholy and several weeks ago 
leaped from a window at their home, 
Georges Mills, N. H., fracturing both 


she was associated with her husband, 
Frank, in the Seymour Stratton 
stock company, which toured the 
country 50 years ago. 

Among survivors is a sister, Ella 
Copeland, who performed with Sey- 
mour Stratton troupe. 





TEX AUSTIN 

Tex Austin, 52, who promoted 
many rodeos, but :-who lately has 
been running a restaurant in. Santa 
Fe, N. M., was found dead in his 
garage Oct. 26. A hose led the car- 
bon monoxide from the exhaust pipe 
into the car in which he was sitting. 

Notes clearly indicated premedi- 
tated suicide. 





ROGER GRAHAM 

Roger Graham, 53, songwriter, 
died in County hospital, Chicago on 
Oct. 25 after a long illness. 

Graham wrote approximately 175 
songs, the most popular of which 
being ‘I Ain’t Got Nobody.’ At one 
time he headed his own music firm. 

Burial in Chicago. 





MICHAEL O’CONNOR 

Michael O’Connor, head electrician 
for the Theatre Guild, died in 
Philadelphia, Oct. 30. 

He was in charge of the lighting 
of the road company of Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne’s ‘Sea Gull’ 
playing at the Chestnut Street Opera 
House there. 





AL LAWSON 

Al Lawson, 64, former vaude trick 
bike rider and later northwest rep 
for Western Vaudeville and general 
fair agent, died in Minneapolis on 
Oct. 27 following a long illness. 

Widow survives. Burial in Min- 
neapolis. 





MAXINE CASTLETON 

Maxine Castleton Corbaley, who 
under her maiden name sang in the 
Jones Beach operettas last summer, 
committed suicide by gas poisoning 
in her New York home Oct. 30. 

Her farewell note ascribed no rea- 
son for her action. 





JOSEPH CASILLO 
Joseph Casillo, 53, operator of 
Seven Gables Inn, Milford Conn., 
died Oct. 21 of heart attack following 
25th wedding anniversary celebra- 
tion, 
Widow, son and daughter, survive. 





THOMAS MORENO 

Thomas Dave Moreno, 43, film 
stunt man, died Oct. 25 at Veterans 
Hospital, Sawtelle, Cal., after a short 
illness. 

At Universal for years, he was 
known as ‘Skyball.” Surviving are 
his widow and daughter. 





CHARLES 8S. PARNELL 
Charles S. Parnell, 49, secretary of 
the Mebane, N. C., Six Counties Fair 
for 10 years, died as a result of in- 
juries received in an auto accident 
Sept. 27. 





A. EMMETT ADAMS 
A. Emmett Adams, 48, composer 
of ‘The Bells of St. Mary’s’ died in 
London Oct. 30. His latest, and still 
unpublished song, ‘Life’s Great Sun- 
set’ was played at his funeral, 





GRACE ADELE 
Grace Adele, 37, stage actress, died 
Oct. 23 in Los Angeles. 


Surviving is her husband, Leroy 
Jackson, 





RALPH J. NASE 
Ralph J. Nase, 53, camera tech- 
nician at 20th-Fox, died Oct. 23, in 
Hollywood. Surviving are his widow, 
a son and daughter, 





JULIA BOETIGER 
Julia Boetiger, 86, former charac- 
ter actress, died Oct. 28, in Los An- 
geles, 





SYMPH CLUB ON NBC 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 

Philly Symphony Club orch, con- 
sisting of 110 amateur musicians, 
will start a monthly series on KYW 
and the NBC red network on Nov. 6. 
Group gave similar series last sea- 
son, 

It is under direction of William 
F. Happich and sponsored by Edwin 
H. Fleisher, wealthy Philly music 





The Beaumont Sisters were for- 


patron, 


San Francisco, Hollywood and 
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East 


Helen Flint, actress, suing her hus- 
band, Harmon Spencer Auguste, for 
separation on grounds of desertion. 
Says he has not been home in six 
months. Last spring he sought an- 
nulment of the marriage in the 
White Plains court, but dropped the 
suit. 

N. Y. State Labor Relations Board 
orders Stork club to reinstate nine 
waiters, with back pay. Club will 
appeal. 





prosecute 11 brewers for allegedly 
selling short barrels of beer. 


Tex Austin, who promoted the first 
rodeo -in Mad. Sq. Garden, and who 
had staged innumerable contests here 
and in London, committed suicide in 
Las Vegas, N. M., Oct. 26. He had 
planned a rodeo in the garden during 
the World’s Fair period. 

Maurice Evans replaced Orson 
Welles at the Theatre Education 
League last week. Welles too busy 
with ‘Danton.’ 

Ethel Shutta admits she'll sue 
George Olsen for divorce ‘within the 
next few weeks.’ Will charge de- 
sertion. 

Hendrik Willem Van Loon on 
board of directors of Greenwich 
(Conn.) Times and will take an ac- 
tive editorial interest. 

Shirley Temple addressed the 
Herald-Tribune Forum by telephone 
last week. 

Electricians of the Theatrical Pro- 
tective Union picketed the Penn 
Newsreel theatre, declaring the 
house did not employ A.F.L. men. 


Management picketed the pickets 
with a sign stating it employed 
A.F.L.  projectionists. Electricians 


wanted the house to hire two men at 
$68 a week each. Only duties to 
change the electric signs twice a 
week and oil the motors once every 
six months. 

Newest toilet addition is a non- 
skid preparation for bath tubs. ; 

Pat Crowe, of Cudahay kidnapping 
nr i seriously ill in a Harlem hos- 
pital. 

Report that ‘Victoria Regina’ would 
run past the holidays at the Martin 
Beck eves the Gilbert Miller of- 
fice. lamed for a slight easing off 
in the capacity business. 

Phyllis Haver, ex-Sennett, and now 
Mrs. William Seeman, bitten by a 
monkey sent as a present at her 
birthday party at the 21 club last 
week. No one knows who sent the 
simian, 

Moscow Art theatre celebrated its 
40th anniversary last Thursday. Sev- 
eral of the players have been with 
the enterprise since its foundation. 
Stalin and other high officials at- 
tended. 

Theatre House, new producing or- 
ganization, acquires Alexander Kirk- 
land, Tom Powers, Raymond. Sovey, 
Blanche Yurka and Garrett H. Lev- 
erton as advisory council. Last 
named is the new play editor for 
Samuel French. Miss Yurka will play 
in the first production, ‘Gloriana,’ 
and Powers will both act and direct. 

American Music Year, planned by 
Natibdnal Federation of Music Clubs, 
shoved off at a luncheon at the Great 
Northern last Saturday. 

Clare Rockmore gave a recital on 
the theramin at Town Hall last 
Thursday. Used an instrument em- 
bodying improvements suggested to 
the inventor by Joseph Hoffman, 
pianist, and surprised her listeners 
by the greater flexibility of the in- 
strument. 

Eddy Duchin and his infant son, 
Peter, share the estate of the late 
Mrs. Marjorie Oelrichs Duchin, who 
died intestate. Net value is $13,211. 

Puerto Rico radio stations bar from 
the air all advertising of foods and 
drugs not approved by the Ameri- 
can Medical Assn. 

Jimmy Nesbitt, rodeo clown, avert- 
ed a tragedy at the Garden Thurs- 
day night. George Mills was bull- 
dogging a steer when he lost his 
grip on its horns. Steer trampled 
him and started to gore when Nes- 
bitt distracted its nttention. Had to 
run for his own life, but made it. 

National Drum Month planned, In- 
cludes contest for a drum _ song. 
Judges are George Olsen, Larry 
Clinton, Tommy Dorsey, Horace 
Heidt, Kay Kyser and Eddy Duchin. 

Worthington Miner new member 
of the Theatre Guild’s Board of 
Managers. 

Fire in a bus menaced 36 mem- 
bers of the Brantford (Ont.), Choir 
when the vehicle burst into flames 
near Delaware Water Gap. Driver 
helped all to safety. 

Yale Puppeteers to give Sunday 
night shows at the Lyceum. 

New York traffic cop threatened 
with arrest four young couples who 
were doing a sidewalk shag and Big 
Apple in front of Decca Records N. 
Y. office. Dancers were strikers from 
Decca and were hopping to gain at- 
= to placards being toted by 

m. 
City of White Plains was granted 
an injunction to halt the removal of 





top soil from a local real estate de- 





velopment for transportation to 
N. Y. Worid’s Fair grounds, 9 
P hcg cane Ting crcus goes in- 
oors anksgivin ay. 

White Plains. ¥ nee ee 
_ Wife of Jay Hyde Barnum, of the 
circus family, starts suit for alimony 
and counsel fees in Bridgeport court. 
They have been’ separated since 
1936. He sold their home in Silver. 

mine to Lily Pons, 

Josephine Brown, of ‘Bachelor 
Born’ knocked down by an auto last 
Wednesday. Kareen Allyn will re- 
place her while she’s in the hosp. 

Maxine Castleton Corbaley, pro- 


' fessionall t 
N. Y¥. Commissioner of Markets to | y, known as Maxine Castle- 


ton, committed suicide by gas poison- 
ing in her home last Sunday. No 
reason given. She sang at Jones 
Beach last summer. 

Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ will give 
a_ benefit for the Stage Relief Fund 
Nov. 20. 

Forrest theatre to put in girl 
ushers, 





Coast 





Barbara Stanwyck lost her suit in 
the California Supreme Court to 
prevent her former husband, Frank 
Fay, from visiting their six-year-old 
son, 

Fay Wray was subpoenaed as a 
witness against three men charged 
with defrauding the public through 
fake auction sales. 

Ernest Truex, stage and screen 
comic, was divorced in L. A. by 
Mary Jane Barrett, film actress. 

Chester Morris, film actor, and his 
wife, Sue Kilbourne, formerly of the 
stage, agreed to a trial separation. 

Fanny Brice was granted a di- 
vorce in L. A. from Billy Rose, the- 
atrical producer. Official charge 
was desertion. 

James K. McGuinness, screen 
writer, was sued for separate main- 
tenance in L. A. by Elizabeth Quinn 
McGuinness, who asked $1,500 a 
month, 

Ray Heindorf, film musical direc- 
tor, was divorced in L. A. by Maxine 
Heindorf, who was awarded three- 
sixteenths of his gross income. 


MARRIAGES 


Mrs. Doris Kenyon Sills, widow of 
Milton Sills to Albert D. Lasker, 
retired head of Lord & Thomas, Oct. 
28, in New York. 


Corrinne Riley to Dr. Thomas I. 
Dwyer in Omaha Oct. 29, She’s 
cashier at Brandeis theatre. 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Krueger, son, in 
New York, Oct. 27. Father is in 
Paramount home office exploitation 
department. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Robertson, 
daughter, in Detroit, Oct. 20. Father 
is chief sound technician at WXYZ, 
Detroit. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Carter, daughter, 
in Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. Father is 
singer with Fran Eichler’s band. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Barniker, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 
Father is one of owners of Willows, 
Pitt nitery. 


Mr. and Mrs. Billy Aschey, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. Father 
is with Nelson Maples orchestra. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Garfield, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, Oct. 27, Father 
is stage and film player. 

Mr. end Mrs. Anthony Quinn, son, 
in Los Angeles, Oct. 27. Mother is 
the former Katherine De Mille, 
screen player; father is film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Lubitsch, 

daughter, in Hollywood, Oct. 27. 
Mother was Vivian Gaye, screen 
player; father is producer-director. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Payne, daughter, 
in New York, Oct. 7. Mother was 
former Laura Lee, picture actress. 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lucas,, son, in 
Hartford, Oct. 27. Father is co-pro- 
duction manager at WTIC, Hartford. 
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Scott, son, in 
Hartford, Oct. 23. Father is engineer 
at WTIC, Hartford. 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Schwartzberg, 
daughter, in Boston, Oct. 26. Father 
is home office exec of M. & P. Thea- 
tres Corp., Boston. 





OP. CO. SEEKS CHARTER 


Philadelphia, Nov. 1. 
Application for a Philadelphia 


Opera Co. charter was made Friday 
(28) to common pleas court No. 1 
here. 

New group is a proposed non- 
profit organization ‘of, by and for 





Philadelphians.’ 
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WHAT THEY THINK 


Stage Profanity 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Editor, VARIETY: Vv fi rea 
For past 30 years Vanirry 
the househobd word in our family 
circle. We never attend a musical 
comedy, drama, or screen play un- 
less we first read the criticism about 
it im Varmery. Several weeks ago we 
read good old vaudeville is being 
resurrected, or. trying to. Simce ii 
had gone into oblivion, radio broad- 
casts have been a blessing. They 
pring to our. home many of. our 
favorite musical comedy, vaudeville 
and screen stars. 


However, it was a treat to welcome 
vaudeville back to the beautiful 
Strand theatre within the past four 
weeks. We have- enjoyed it im- 
mensely, but if the last week's bill 
is a samaple of the coming vaudeville 
shows, then it is just too bad it ever 
was revived, 

It might interest Mr. Nils Gran- 
lund to know that’ we Brooklynites 
have a measure of self-respect and 
hope to set a good example for our 
offspring. I must confess our chil- 
dren of today are swing-babies, or 
shall I say jitterbugs, and it is a 
pleasure to see them dance to the 
rhythm of Tommy Dorsey, Benny 
Goodman and Russ Morgan’s music. 
Very often I find them doing their 
homework while listening to Wayne ; 
King’s relaxing program, or the 
other smooth orchestras, This proves 
they enjoy the things we oldtimers 
have enjoyed many years ago. These 
youngsters I am referring to’ are 
students of Catholic high schools and 
colleges in Brooklyn. They are 
privileged to visit our downtown the- 
atre twice a week and, as they de- 
bate over the shows they attend, 
they were not permitted to attend 
the performance at the Brooklyn 
Strand. 


I had reviewed the show at the 
Strand and enjoyed the photoplay, 
‘Broadway. Musketeers.’ However, 
the stage-show was not fit for man, 
woman or child to see, regardless 
of color or creed. The comedy team 
—if you can call it comedy!—which 
Peterson and his partner sent over 
the footlights—every other word was 
either h—l or d—m, and I was sur- 
prised to hear N.T.G. join in on that 
sort of language. The suggestive 
conversation that was carried on- 
stage I believe was as embarrassing 
to those poor kids doing a four-a- 
day as it was to our group of ladies 
out front. The Strand is under such 
fine management and far too beauti- 
ful a theatre to let this incident pass 
by without sending in comments on 
it. I remember when the actors’ 
dressing rooms held a notice, ‘no | 
profane language.’ 


Please don’t misunderstand me. I 
am not an old maid or a religious 
fanatic. I laid my old gray bonnet 
away a long time ago and we join 
our small fry in all their festivities. 
But I was requested to write you. 
So please help us to enjoy the real 
vaudeville days that used to be. 
After -all, Albee Square, Flatbush 
Extension and Fulton street is the 
‘Gay White Way’ to us Brooklynites; 
and Fulton street is our mothers, 
grandmothers’ and __— great-grand- 
mothers’ Memory Lane. 

Veteran Reader from Flatbush. 





In re: the Samba 
Jackson Heights, N. Y. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


‘| Prince Obolensky (Hotel St. Regis), 





Have been both amused and an- 
noyed at the increasing popularity | 
of the Samba. As the time is ap- 
proaching when several people will | 
claim to have presented it first here | 
are a few facts for the record that) 
may interest you. 

To my knowledge, the first men-— 
tion of the dance in the press was 
in the letter that I wrote you from | 
Rio de Janeiro, which you so kindly | 
printed in the April 13 issue of 
VARIETY. 

Being terribly enthused with this 
dance I had written Arthur Murray 
from Brazil to ask him to sponsor it. 
as a ballroom dance and also several | 
clubes and hotels. For instance John 
Roy (Rainbow Room), the Ambassa- | 
dor hotel and Versailles, any one of 


immediately went to Alberto Galo to 
get Samba routines. Galo refused 
as he had agreed to work out an ex- 
hibition dance for us. We showed 
him the ballroom steps and also 
some native movements and he, be- 
ing from the Latin countries, ar- 
ranged the routine easily. 

I tried to sell it to Sam Sax of 
Warners as a short and also to have 
it published through their subsidiary, 
Music Publishers Holding Corp., but 
Victor Blau said it had no value as 
a song. 

The amusing part is that John Roy, 


the Ambassador and Versailles lost 
the opportunity of presenting it first, 
What annoys me is that we have not 
played New York this season and 
received no credit whatever. Of 
course it takes more than one per- 
son to make a dance craze. Samba 
has been popular for a long time 
down in Brazil. I believe we were 
the first to see its possibilities, how- 
ever. At any rate we did a lot of 
work on it. Well that’s show busi- 
ness. Interesting isn’t it? 

If you have followed the develop- 
ment of this dance as closely in the 
papers as I, you will recall that it 
was presented at the opening night 
of El Morocco, and I believe played 
at the Stork and Versailles. Marion 
Cooley gave a Samba Soiree at the 
Pierre hotel Sunday last. El Rio has 
both bands playing Sambas as well 
as the Arthur Murray teachers to in- 
struct the patrons. I did not teach 
Arthur Murray this dance. I believe 
Charley Barron, of Barron & Blair, 
who followed us in Rio, showed it to 
him. They are appearing at El Rio. 
The Gertrude Dutton Studio is 
teaching it and had photos in the 
New York papers as well as a de- 
scription of the dance. Most of this 
has been syndicated by Associated 
Press, 

We did not dance to Ravel’s 
‘Bolero’ first, as many people think. 
Ramon, of Ramon & Rosita, danced 
it at his club El Patio first but it 
was new and did not mean much. 
Then Gomez & Winona danced it in 
Billy Rose’s ‘Crazy Quilt’ and it was 
a sensational hit. Shortly after that 
we danced it for one year at the 
St. Moritz hotel. I believe this did 
as much as anything to make the 
dance popular for teams, as from 
then on almost every team in show 
business did a dance-to Ravel’s 
‘Bolero.” As Gomez & Winona were 
on the road for that year we danced 
it in all the New York theatres as 
well. After playing mostly in New 
York hotels for three years we went 
on the road and were met every- 
where with, ‘Don’t tell us you dance 
the Bolero also.’ Perhaps this evens 
things up, or something. 

Eddie Root, 
(Minor and Root). 








Harry Conn and Jack Haley 
Beverly Hills. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Your last issue says ‘top writers set 
adrift’ by Jack Haley show. The 
truth is that I returned a contract 
play-or-pay for $10,000 to Haley 
through the Arthur Lyons agency. 
This is because Haley had me in ool- 
laboration with four writers ranging 
in salary from $50 to $250 weekly. 


| placing a surprising number of songs, 


lished, but we do promise te secure 
for it a bona fide hearing if it has 
enough merit to: warrant submissien. 
The mere fact that every manuscript 
coming to this office is stamped with 
our name and the date of receipt 
serves as a definite registering, and 
eliminates any possible questions of 
priority or common law copyright. 

Even though we often have to tell 
amateur songwriters some unpleasant 
truths, the publishers are frankly 
delighted because they no longer 
have to worry about litigation and 
are at the same time relieved of the 
embarrassing criticism that has been 
so common, implying that Tin Pan 
Alley is a closed corporation and 
will never give a newcomer a 
chance. 

The decrease (which you em- 
phasize) in the ‘number of un- 
solicited manuscripts received by the 
publishers may be partly due to the 
fact that a great many of these man- 
uscripts are coming to us directly, 
since so many amateurs have dis- 
covered that they are wasting their 
time and postage by addressing the 
publishers. The leading executives 
of ASCAP are heartily in favor of 
our organization. 

We have actually succeeded in 


and in such cases we do not cut in 
on the royalties at all, simply ar- 
ranging for the composer to get the 
regular songwriter’s contract from | 
the publisher. | 

We are not deceiving ourselves as | 
to the possible value of amateur 
manuscripts, for we know as well as 
anyone else that the majority of 
them are worthless. At the worst, 
however, we can save the gullible 
novice considerable money by tell- 
ing him the truth. 

Sigmund Spaeth. 








Bob DuPont Objects 
London, 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I would like to know where your 
London office got its information re- 
garding jugglers. I started in 1902 
and can show you my first notice in 
the ‘New York Clipper of April; 1904, 
at the American Music Hall, New 
York, where I did a comedy juggling 
act. The first successful comedy 
juggler was W. C. Fields; then came 
O. K. Sato, Ed LaVine, Rella, Red- 
ford and Winchester, et al. 

Until 1921 nobody ever heard of 
Rich Hayes or Stan Kavanaugh, who 
were good performers,, but did noth- 
ing original. When you credit Rick 
Hayes with my apple trick, you are 
doing a great injustice to me. This 
trick has been my trademark for 30 
years. Rich Hayes did only ball 
bouncing and I challenge you to 
prove that I am wrong. ‘I will do- 
nate $100 to charity if Rick Hayes 
did the apple trick. 

This is my first bad notice in 
Variety and I don’t mind telling you 
that you hurt me very much. 

Bob Du Pont. 








[Mr. Dupont entirely overlooks 
James Harrigan and Charles T. 
Aldrich. He also errs in placing 
Fields before O. K. Sato. Ed.] 


CIRCUS ROUTES 


Week of November 7 
Barnes, Sells-Flote 
Atlanta, Ga., 7-8; Anniston, Ala., 8; 








Birmingham, 10; Montgomery, 11; Co- 
lumbus, Ga., 12. . 


Se. 





Union Pacts Set for Golden Gate: 
Will Permit Closing of Deals 





CHOOSEY PICKER-UPPER 


Carolina Youth Goes to Jug for 
Swiping a Gila Monster 
Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 1. 
Jasper Williams, Angier youth, was 





|convicted in the county recorder’s | 


court ‘at Lillington Thursday on a) 
charge of stealing—of all things—a | 
poisonous lizard. 


Arraigned before Judge Floyd H. | 
Taylor, he entered a plea of guilty | 
of taking the lizard, described in the 
warrant as a Gila monster. 


The lizard was stolen Saturday | 
afternoon from a medicine show | 
which was playing Angier. Shortly | 
after the healer-of-all-things discov- 
ered his loss,'a search was begun, 
and the lizard was found unharmed 
in a barrel on the outskirts of town. | 
Clues pointed to Williams, and J. C. | 
Miles, the operator, swore out a_/| 
warrant against him. 


Between-Halves Capers 
These Days Very F&M 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. 

Shouldn’t be long now before | 
they’re booking floor shows into sta- 
diums for between-the-halves enter- 
tainment at big football games. 
They’re doing everything else now. 
The college bands have replaced the 


cut-and-dried Alma Mammy with 
swing music, they’re going in for 
production on a lavish scale, and the 
formations of the cheering sections 
are very Busby Berkeley. 


University of Pittsburgh, with its 
greatest football team in _ history, 
seems to be taking the lead in in- 
jecting show biz into the lulls at the 
big gridiron spectacles. They started 
in the Pitt-Southern Methodist game 
the week before last and elaborated 
before the 75,000 crowd at the Pitt- 
Fordham meeting on Saturday (29). 


Used to be that at the end of the 
first half, the brass bands of the com- 
peting schools would march down 
the field in military formation play- 
ing a Sousa march and wind up in 
front of the student section, with the 
spectators standing with bared heads 
at the sound of the Alma Mater. Now 
it’s ‘Tisket A-Tasket’ and ‘Alexan- 
der’s Ragtime Band’ in swing time. 

For the Fordham game, Pitt band 
had a co-ed trucking down the grid- 
iron in front, the cheering section 
chorusing the respective answers to 
‘was it red?’ or ‘was it blue?’ as 
the orch out on the field waved 
patches of those colors between 
blows. Other jazz-time formations, 
too, with ensembles very Fanchon & 
Marco, 

In another year, they may be 
booking name bands for guest shots 
with the college bands on every fall 
Saturday afternoon. 














Haley wants to do surefire old gags. 
I wanted him to do smarter and 
fresher material, and he favored the 
surefire way, which did not get him 
any place on the Log Cabin syrup | 
program. They dropped the show, 
and I wanted a show that would last. 

Please correct this statement, as it | 
is doing me plenty of harm. The | 
Arthur Lyons office, which manages | 
both me and Haley, will verify this. | 
I was not dropped—I quit. My con- | 
tract was for 13 weeks, play or pay. 


Harry W. Conn. | 


| 





Amateur Songsmiths 
New York. 
Editor, Variety: 
I was interested in the story in| 
your issue of Oct. 19 on amateur | 
songs and the publishers’ reaction to | 
them. Want to add that a majority 


of the reputable publishers are now | 


referring all unsolicited manuscripts | 
to The Songmart, of which I have 


whom might have been the first to | the honor to be president. The pub- | 
introduce the dance through us. | lisher’s letter either implies or states | 


Apparently they were not interested. | 


' Upon my return to New York I 
invited several dance teams to my 
apartment at Hampshire House to 
hear the records and see the ball- | 
Toom version, among whom were 


Caperton & Columbus, the D’Ivons, | 


and Dario of Dario & Diane, as well 
as several orchestra leaders. 

Dario intended to open a club 
called.the Samba but. lost his backers 


“0 sold the lease to the present own- | 


“ts of E] Rio. A couple dance teams 


definitely that the manuscript is not 
being examined. At the same time | 
the publisher cannot be accused of 
ignoring or unduly discouraging the 
amateur, since he is. showing him 
the open practical way of securing | 
attention for his manuscript. 

We believe in telling the amateur | 
the truth, and we carefully avoid | 
any suggestion of the cheap soft soap | 
that is characteristic of the profes- | 
Signa) song..shark. We never claim | 
that we can get a manuscript pub- 











San Francisco, Nov. 1. 

After eight months of dickering, 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, Local No. 6, and the Golden 
Gate International Exposition for 
1939 got together on a contract which 
was imked last week by Manager 
Harry Connick of the expo and Ed- 
die Love, secretary of the AFM, 
Local No. 6. Pact calls for expendi- 
ture of $450,000, almost double the 


amount of the contract for the Chi- 
cago Century of Progress. 


Fair will be able to hire foreign 
bands and as a consequence Connick 
will make’ immediate arrangements 
for such musical units. School 
bands, which have been a big head- 
ache to AFM on the coast, also will 
be allowed on the grounds. 

Earlier in the week Connick and 
Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- 
tary of the American Federation of 
Actors, agreed on salary and work- 


|ing conditions for actors at the fair. 


AFA contract with expo provides for 
a wage scale between $35 and $65 a 
week. 

Now that these ccntracts are out 
of the way, Connick has promised 
to go ahead and complete arrange- 
ments for a number of shows which 
have been on the fire for several 
months pending the signing of these 
contracts. Expo has stalled so long 
in revealing anything on what it is 
going to do on the show end that 
there are plenty who have been 


; doubting the suecess of the fair from 


the entertainment standpoint. 


Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 
retary of Screen Actors Guild, and 
the fair officials had some difficulties 
in trying to get together last week 
on the appearance of film and radio 
stars at the fair. SAG wants to have 
its members paid a straight appear- 
ance fee. Thomson claims that the 
Zeneral attituee of the fair officials 
here was that they could use records 
and that they didn’t care whether 
any players appeared. 


Name Maestre 


With the signing of the AFM 
contract out of the way Connick re- 
vealed that he has already closed a 
contract with Edwin Franko Gold- 
man who will bring his band to the 
Coast during the fair. Financial 
terms have already been set with 
Arturo Toscanini for a series of ap- 
pearances with the NBC Symphony 
Orchestra. Certain details in con- 
nection with the Toscanini deal are 
still to be ironed out by Connick. 
However, Connick is confident that 
the inking of a contract with the 
Italian director will take place in a 
short time. 


Deal with the musician’s union on 
broadcasts will enable the exposi- 
tion to participate in an extremely 
heavy schedule of programs over all 
three major networks as well as over 
local stations. These may reach as 
high as 30 a day. 

The AFA contract provides that 
there be no stoppage of work during 
the expo. Contract also calls for a 
six-day week except for those in 
ballet routines. Ballet dancers will 
work seven days and will get an ex- 
tra day’s pay. 


Native entertainers also wil] be 


~ 
Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds | 
(November 5) 
By NAT KAHN 
GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
pe ee” eee erry EPPO PETIT eee eee Even 
Bere. «3 oie pdade Saudkecoe be SE ecncades dies bdaemas Even 
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eet so hs ep ie wsccsascdeuw 9 Ks 6 s.d ena ad tec uerewd - 2/1 
Indiana-Boston College ............ Besten College ............. 7/5 
oe erry ys Pee eee Me Ss hia aw oso vdeo han eeken Even 
Bucknell-Georgetown ............. ONE <6 o's «ed oeanwane 2/1 
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(Predictions Based on Fair Weather) 











able to perform at the expo without 
becoming members of AFA, provid- 
| ing they appear in native dances 
and are natives of the country which 
they represent. They must also be 
here just for the fair. Contract also 


sanctions the presence on the grounds - 


of a supervisor who will see to it 
that the expo is living up to its con- 
: tract. 


85% of the space on the midway 
is said to have been sold. 35 foreign 
nations have signed for space at the 
fair which is practically sold out. 
Connick expects a gate between 
|eight or nine million dollars. 


With reference to shows on Treas- 
ure Island, Connick said that he 
would shortly reveal his plans for 
productions. He denied allegations 
that the fair will be wide open, 
pointing out that California laws on 
‘gambling make impossible for the 
fair to be a modern Monte Carlo. 
Religious groups are said to have a 
| pretty strong hold of the fair. One 
of the first shows which this group 
clamped down on was thé revival 
of the ‘Barbary Coast’ at the fair. 
The idea of setting up a duplicate 


‘6f the old: ‘Coast’ at Treasure Island ' 


‘has been ‘squeiched by’ the church 
element which ‘will have a big T° ~ 
ple of Religion on the isler? 
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“All rhythm and a smile wide’ — 


\Q 


and Wis ovchestva 


co ¢g¢ &®© &® © &©& © &©& & &@ &@ & & 


Alive, 


fresh. Here’s music wrapped in box-office 
cellophane. Now sweet and soothing rich 
in rhythmic lilt . . . Now toasted, hot with 
the flush of youth .. . about to conclude a 
most successful engagement at the Raymor 
Ballroom, Boston, with a new high gross 
rs see ee RR 


Opening November 7, at 
THE BANDBOX, NEW YORK 
Broadcasting over the NBC network 


Eddie De Lange and his Orchestra 
| Exclusive and_ prolific 
Victor (Bluebird) Recording Artists 
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Eddie De Lange writer of 
the top pop hit 
“So Help Me” 
and also currently 
“Deep in a Dream” 
and 


“This Is Madness” 


Exelusive Management 


Est. 1898 
William Morris Agency 
New York Holly wood Chicage Lendon 

















